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The  former  Volumes  of  our  Hiftory  \vcvc.  pub- 
Hfhed  under  great  difadvantages.  The  firft  of  them 
came  cut  in  the  height  of  our  war,  when  all  the 
power  of  Britain  w^as  exerted  to  compel  America  to 
give  up  her  moll:  eflential  rights  ;  while  one  iect 
here  were  as  earneft  to  compel  all  others  to  fubmit 
to  their  power  in  religious  matters.  How  ^difficult 
then  was  it  for  a  very  imperfeft  man  to ‘give  a 
juft  view"  of  thefe  affairs  i  And  the  many  miflakes 
of  the  printers  rendered  the  work  ftill  more  obfcure. 
And  though  the  Second  Volume  was  better  compof- 
ed,  and  more  correctly  printed,  yet  the  laft  part  of  it 
was  hurried  through  the  prefs,  fo  as  to  prevent  its 
being  finifhed  as  I  intended.  Yet  I  know  not  of 
any  public  difpute  about  the  truth  of  facts  in  the 
Hillory.  Many  have  privately  difcovered  their  dif- 
like  of  the  publication  of  them,  becaiife  their  own 
fchemes  of  power  and  gain  w^ere  expofed  thereby. 

For  the  capital  fcheme  of  policy,  for  two  centuries 
part,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  hath  been  to 
maintain  a  balance  of  power  among  the  nations,  and 
among  religious  fefts,  fo  as  to  compel  all  to  fubmit 
to  government.  And  a  man  of  great  knowledge  in 
Pennfylvania,  when  he  read  my  Firft  Volume,  in 
1779,  faid  in  a  letter  to  me,  “  I  think  it  needs  not 
a  fpirit  of  prophecy  to  predid,  that  America  is  to  be 
ftained  with  the  blood  of  the  faints.  I  am  afraid  there 
is  a  foundation  laid  for  it  already.  I  wiflr  it  may 
not  be  with  particular  defign.  Formerly  there  was 
a  proper  balance  of  power  between  Epifcopalians  and 
Diffenters,  taken  in  England  and  America  together  ; 
but  now  that  balance  is  loft.  Formerly  there  was  a 
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check  on  the  licentioufnefs  of  power  In  America,  by 
an  appeal  to  the  crown  ;  but  where  fhall  the  perfe- 
cuted  Americans  appeal  now  ?  Not  to  Congrefs,  not 
to  the  united  force  of  America  :  they  difclaim  any 
fuch  right  :  they  will  be  judges  of  no  fuch  matters. 
They  can  then  only  appeal  to  their  cppreflbrs  and 
accufers.**  And  he  had  the  following  reafons  for  his 
fears  :  The  American  war  began  between  Epifeopa- 
lians  and  Congregationalifts,  and  the  Prefbyterians 
joined  with  the  latter,  and  they  were  the  uppermofl 
party  in  Pennfylvania  through  the  war.  And  v/heii 
the  Warren  Affociation  fent  an  agent  to  Philadel¬ 
phia,  while  the  firft  Congrefs  was  fetting  there,  in 
1774,  the  members  of  it  from  the  Maffachufetts 
plainly  manifefted  that  they  would  fooner  yield  to 
the  power  of  Britain,  than  they  would  give  up  their 
pov/er  of  fupporting  Congregational  minifters  by  tax 
and  compulfion.  And  Bofton,  where  the  war  be¬ 
gan,  was  the  only  place  in  America  \yhere  they  had 
hanged  men  for  religion.  And  an  eminent  man  in 
Virginia  fays,  Several  ads  of  the  Virginia  Affem- 
bly,  of  1659,  1662  and  1693,  had  made  it  penal  in 
parents  to  refufe  to  have  their  children  baptized  ; 
had  prohibited  the  unlawful  affembling  of  Quakers  ; 
had  made  it  penal  for  any  mafter  of  a  velfel  to  bring 
a  Quaker  into  the  State  ;  had  ordered  thofe  already- 
here,  and  fuch  as  fliould  come  thereafter,  to  be  im- 
prifoned  till  they  fliould  abjure  the  country  ;  pro¬ 
vided  a  milder  punlfliment  for  the  firft  and  fecond 
return,  but  death  for  their  third. — If  no  capital  exe¬ 
cutions  took  place  here,  as  did  in  New-England,  it 
was  not  owing  to  the  moderation  of  the  church,  or 
fpirit  of  the  legiflature,  as  may  be  inferred  from  the 
law  itfelf ;  but  to  hiftorical  circumftances  which 
have  not  been  handed  down  to  us.^^*  Though  the 
following  things  may  alter  his  mind. 

I.  The 

*  Jefferfon’s  Notes  on '^/irginla,  p.  167* 
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I.  The  light  of  revelation  hath  ever  enlarged  the 
capacities  ot  men  beyond  any  other  means  in  the 
world,  fo  that  wars  among  fuch  have  been  the  mod 
dedruaive  of  any  upon  earth.  Half  a  million  of 
men  were  flain  in  one  day,  in  a  battle  between  Ju¬ 
dah- and  lirael.  2  Chron.  xiii.  ly.  And  we  have  no 
record  of  luch  a  daughter  in  any  other  day  fince 
Adam  fell.  And  the  Quakers  were  fo  fierce  againft 
the  teachers  and  rulers  of  the  Maffachufetts,  that 
they  did  not  fee  how  they  could  poffibly  kedp  up 
their  religious  government,  without  hanging  fome 
of  them.  Our  firft  volume,  p.  3^^" — 33^  * 

government  of  Virginia  was  in  no  fuch  danger  from 
<^hem. 

•  2.  ^  The  firff  of  thofe  laws  in  Virginia  was  made 
but  juft  before  Charles  the  Second  came  to  the 
throne,  who  put  a  flop  to  thofe  bloody  executions 
here  ;  and  no  rpaji  has  beeri  h.anged  fince  for  relig¬ 
ion, in  England  or  America. 

3*  fhe  Quakers  hold  that  their  children  are  born 
in  their  church,  which,  by  a  fecret  policy,  has  been 
upheld  as  one  great  body  in  Europe  and  America  ; 
and  they  held  fo  much  with  Britain  in  the  late  war, 
that  two  of  them  were  hanged,  and  others  were  ban- 
ifhed,  by  the  government  of  Pennfylvania,  as  ene- 
mies^to  their  country.  But  as  the  Baptifts  hold  all 
religion  to  be  perfonal,  between  God  and  individu¬ 
als,  and  that  all  church  power  is  in  each  .particular 
church,  it  is  impoffible  for  them  ever  to  form  any 
great  body,  that  can  be  dangerous  to  any  civil  gov¬ 
ernment.  The  Baptifts  and  Quakers  have  therefore 
been  unjuftly  ranked  together,  when  their  principles 
are  oppofite  to  each  other.  And  w^hen  the  church 
of  Chrift  fliall  come  to  be  governed  wholly  by  his 
laws,  independent  of  alf  the  inventions  of  men,  all 
feftarian  diftinffions  will  ceafe,  and  wars  will  come 
to  an  end.  Though  Europe  and  America  are  now 
fo  far  from  this,  that  fe£lar%n  diftinctions  are  often 
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begun  with  capitals,  while  thofe  important  names, 
Chriftian  and  Chriftianity,  are  begun  with  fmall 
letters. 

And  as  I  have  met  with  fome  high  claims  of  feftarian 
power  in  1783,  that  I  had  not  feen  when  our  Second 
Volume  was  publiflied,  I  begin  this  in  that  year ;  and 
through  the  whole  have  compared  aftions  and  events 
wdth  the  word  of  God,  according  to  the  bed  light  I 
could  gain  from  every  quarter.  For  as  the  Mafla- 
chufetts  have  now  determined  not  to  revife  their 
conftitution  of  government,  and  they,  with  three 
other  States,  are  conftantly  oppreffing  the  Baptifts, 
while  they  are  ufing  all  their  arts  to  entice  all  into 
the  ufe  of  force  to  fupport  religious  minifters,  there 
appears  to  be  great  need  of  holding  up  light  againft 
thefe  evils. 

The  lift  of  Baptift  churches  in  our  fouthern  States, 
and  of  fome  in  New-England,  I  have  taken  from 
Mr.  John  Afplund’s  Regifter,  for  1794;  but  the 
moft  of  them  in  New-England  are  taken  from  later 
accounts.  As  he  was  at  Bofton  when  my  lift  * was 
printed,  he  prevailed  with  my  friends  there  to  infeft 
fome  names  that  I  did  not  intend  to  have  mentioned. 

This  Volume  was  written  with  an  expeftation  of 
clofing  it  with  J795?  but  as  it  was  not  finifhed  till 
June,  1796,  fome  things  are  added  in  this  year.  All 
the  dates  are  fet  in  old  ftyl^>  until  the  nev.  took 

place,  in  1752- 
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L  Introdiihion*  IL  An  EleBion  Sennom  III.  Re¬ 
mark  thereon.  IV.  The  true  Way  of  Digftify  and 
Holinefs.  V.  A  falfe  Charge.  VL  An  unjujl 

Law.  VII.  Retnarks  upon  it.  VIII.  How  Min- 
ijiers  came  by  their  Power  in  Hew-England.  IX. 
The  bad  life  they  made  of  it.  X.  How  a  Bifhop 
''  came  here.  XL  And  two  to  the  fouthward.  XIL 

Methodifn  defcribed.  XIII.  And  Univerfal  Doc¬ 
trine.  XIV.  Cruel  Oppre^ffion.  XV.  An  Infur- 

redion  followed'. 

I.  HEN  peace  was  ireftored  to  America,  fhe 

entered  upon  fuch  a  new  (late  of  political  exiftence 
as  no  people  were  ever  in  before.  All  the  govern¬ 
ments  among  men  that  ever  were  before  formed, 
were  forced  upon  the  people  by  a  few  powerful  lead¬ 
ers,  or  elfe  were  given  by  immediate  infpiration  from 
God.  But  the  people  in  this  land  have  framed  their 
own  governments,  and  elefted  their  own  rulers,  with¬ 
out  infpiration  from  Heaven,  or  violence  from  men. 
Though  in  doing  thefe  things,  they  have  gone 
through  great  changes,  which  have  difcovered  many 
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of  the  corruptions  of  men,  and  of  the  infinite  perfec¬ 
tions  of  God.  And  a  plain  record  thereof  in  New- 
England,  efpecially  as  to  religious  affairs,  may  be  very 
lerviceable  to  mankind.  Inftruftive  and  ufeful  hif- 
tories  of  our  military,  civil  and  political  concerns, 
ha.ve  been  already  publifiied  ;  but  the  ftate  of  cur 
churches  fince  the  war,  hath  been  but  flightly  touch¬ 
ed.  Therefore  an  account  of  the  date  of  religion, 
and  of  the  government  of  our  churches,  is  here  at¬ 
tempted.  And  as  Connefticut  hath  ever  elected  her 
own  rulers,  and  made  her  own  laws,  they  have  fram* 
ed  no  new  conftitution  of  government  fince  the  rev^ 
olution,  but  only  altered  their  laws  as  they  thought 
proper. 

11.  And  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  new  fyftem  of 
laws,  the  prefident  of  their  univerfity  faid  to  their 
legiflature,  Dominion  is  founded  in  property  ;  and 
refides  where  that  is,  whether  in  the  hands  of  the 
few  or  many.^^  And  he  held  that  the  power  of  re¬ 
ligious  minifters  is  derived  by  an  external  fucceffion 
from  the  apoftles,  through  the  churches  of  Rome  and 
England  ;  and  faid  of  New-England,  The  induc¬ 
tion  of  the  minifters  of  the  firft  churches  was  per¬ 
formed  by  lay  brethren,  and  this  was  called  ordina¬ 
tion,  but  ftiould  be  confidcred  what  in  reality  it  was, 
only  induftion  or  inftalment  of  thofe  who  were 
vefted  with  official  power.  Thefe  were  all  ordained 
before  by  the  biftiops  in  England. And  he  encour¬ 
aged  them  to  go  on  in  fupporting  fiich  minifters  by 
force,  by  faying,  God  be  thanked,  the  fenatorial 
Ajfembly  of  this  happieft  of  all  the  United  States,  ftill 
embofoms  fo  many  Pliinehafes  and  Zerubbabels,  fo 
many  religious  patriots,  the  friends  of  Jefus  and  his 
holy  religion :  And  that  the  Meffiah’s  caufe  is  here 
accompanied  with  civil  government  and  priejihood  ; 
allufively  the  two  olive  trees  upon  the  right  of  the  candle- 
flick  (the  churches)  and  upon  the  left  ;  the  two  golden 
branches^  which  through  the  two  golden  pipes ^  Moles  and 
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Aaron,  empty  the  golden  oil  out  of  ihemfehes,  and  difFufe 
their  falutary  influence  of  order  and  happinefs 
through  the  community.  Zech.  iv.  ii.  As  to  nom¬ 
inal  Chriftianity,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  it  will  be 
upheld  for  ages  in  thefe  States.  Through  the  liberty- 
enjoyed  here,  all  religious  fefts  will  grow  up  into 
large  and  reApeftable  bodies;  But  the  Congregation¬ 
al  and  Prefbyterian  denomination,  however  hitherto 
defpifed,  will,  by  the  bleffing  of  Heaven,  continue  to 
hold  the  greateft  figure  in  America^  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  fruitlefs  labours  and  exertions  to 
profelyte  us  to  other  communions,  become  more 
numerous  than  the  whole  colleclive  body  of  our  fel¬ 
low  proteftants  in  Europe.  The  whole  profelytifm 
of  New-England  in  particular  for  fixty  or  feventy 
years  part,  has  not  exceeded  eight  or  ten  thoufand, 
while  our  augment  in  that  term,  by  natural  increafe^ 
,has  been  half  a  million.”* 

III.  Thefe  things  were  publilhed  by  the  highefl; 
authority  in  Connefticut,  juft  after  the  news  of  peace 
arrived,  and  many  were  pleafed  therewith.  But  w^e 
would  now  defile  to  aik  a  few  queftions.  And  firft, 
as  it  is  eafier  for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a 
needle,  than  it  is  for  any  who  trujl  in  riches  to  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God,  how  can  dominion  be 
founded  in  property  ?  Mark  x.  24,  25.  Yea,  as  all 
our  American  governments  are  founded  in  cove¬ 
nants,  and  not  in  riches,  how  dangerous  is  the  above 
teaching  ?  And  as  our  rulers  have  folemnly  fworn  to 
renounce  all  foreign  jurifdidion  over  us,  how  can 
they  compel  any  to  fupport  teachers  who  hold  their 
power  of  office  by  fucceffion  from  Europe  ?  And  as 
perfons  who  are  born  again.,  are  the  only  holy priejlhood 
that  God  hath  under  heaven,  how  can  the  priefthood 
be  conveyed  by  an  external  laying  on  of  hands  ?  i  Pe¬ 
ter  i.  23.  ii.  5,  9.  And  as  the  golden  oil  is  the  Spirit 

B  2  and 

ElcAion  Sermon  at  Hartford,  May  8,1783.  -  By  Ezra  Stiles,  I>.  J). 
Prefident  of  Yale  College,  p,  8,  61,  73. 
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and  grace  of  God,  how  can  It  be  diffufed  through  a 
community  by  the  laws  of  men  enforced  by  the 
fword  ?  Zech.  iv.  6- — 12.  For  our  Lord  warns  us  to 
beware  of  the  leaven  of  hypocrify^  -which  is  caufed  by 
covetoufnefs  ;  to  avoid  which  he  refufed  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  in  dividing  of  eflates.  Luke  xii*  i — ^15.  Nei¬ 
ther  could  Peter  give  any  countenance  to  the  diftinc- 
tion  between  Jews  by  yiature^  and  Tinners  of  the 
Gentiles,  without  dijfmulation  ;  and  a  little  leaven 
leaveneth  the  whole  Iwnp,  Gal.  ii.  12 — -15.  v.  9.  The 
covenant  of  circumcifion  made  natural  birth  the  firft 
door  into  the  church  of  Ifrael ;  and  how  can  natural 
increafe  rnake  any  better  churches  now,  than  it  did 
of  the  feed  of  Abraham,  who  were  a  generation  of  vi¬ 
pers^  and  had  no  right  to  baptifm  without  perfonal 
repentance  ?  Mat.  hi.  6 — 10.  And  God  fays.  If  any 
Inan  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift^  he  is  none  of  his. 
Rom.  viii.  9.  How  then  can  any  man  be  a  minifter 
of  Chrift  without  his  Spirit,  let  him  be  ordained  by 
whom  he  may  ?  God  was  the  only  law-giver  to  the 
church  of  Ifrael ;  and  Phinehas  and  Zerubbabel  were 
no  more  than  executors  of  the  laws  of  God  in  that 
church.  And  he  never  allowed  any  to  ufe  force  in 
the  colleClion  of  the  fupport  of  his  minifters  therein  ; 
but  every  man  was  to  bring  in  the  tithes  and  offerings 
which  he  required  of  them,  as  they  would  defire  his 
bleffing,  and  to  efcape  his  awful  curfe.  Mai.  iii. 
7 — 12.  Even  fo  hath  the  Lord  ordained,  that  they 
who  preach  the  gofpel  fhould  live  of  the  gofpek 
1  Cor.  ix.  14.  And  how  great  is  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  and  the  laws  of  men 
enforced  by  the  fword  ?  Each  man  in  Ifrael  was  to 
bring  in  all  the  offerings  which  God  required,  fo  as 
to  be  able  to  fay  to  him,  /  have  not  trajifgreffed  thy 
commandments^  neither  have  I  forgotten  them.  And  up¬ 
on  this  Mofes  faid.  Thou  haft  avouched  the  Lord  this 
day  to  be  thy  God,  and  to  walk  in  his  ways,  and  to 

keep  his  ftatutes,  and  his  commandments,  and  his 

judgments. 
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judgments,  and  to  hearken  unto  his  voice.  And 
the  kord  hath  avouched  thee  this  day  to  be  his  pe¬ 
culiar  people  as  he  hath  promifed  thee,  and  that  thou 
ftouldeft  keep  all  his  commandments :  and  to  make 
thee  high  above  all  nations  which  he  hath  made,  in 
praife,  and  in  name,  and  in  honour,  and  that  thou 
mayell  be  an  holy  people  unto  the  Lord  thy  God,  as 
he  hath  fpoken.  Deut.  xxvi.  13,  17 — ig. 

IV.  A  willing  obedience  to  all  the  revealed  will 
of  God,  and  about  his  houfe  and  worfliip  in  particu- 
iar,  was  the  way  in  which  he  made  them  high  above 
all  other  nations,  efpecially  in  the  days  of  David  and 
Solomon  ;  and  they  w^ere  no  otherwife  a  holy  people, 
than  as  they  obeyed  all  his  commandments,  and  as 
the  vifible  preience  of  God  was  among  them,  in  his 
tabernacle  and  temple.  Yet  the  above  prefident  of 
the  fecond  univerfity  in  America,  took  the  laft  of 
thefe  verfes  for  his  text,  and  applied  that  promife  of 
God  to  Ifrael,  which  they  could  only  enjoy  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  his  laws,  unto  the  people  of  America,  and 
efpecially  to  thofe  of  the  Congregational  and  Prefby - 
terian  denomination,  who  fupport  their  minilfers  by 
the  laws  of  men,  enforced  by  the  fword.  Yea,  and 
the  rulers  who  make  and  enforce  thofe  laws,  received 
their  power  from  the  people,  who  can  take  it  away 
again  at  the  next  election,  while  faid  minifters^  hold 
their  power  by  fucceflion  from  Europe,  and  that  no 
men  can  ordain  minifters  but  minilfers  who  hold  to 
fuch  a  power ;  and  when  they  have  ordained  them 
over  a  particular  fociety,  that  fociety  mull  be  forced  to 
fupport  them,  until  minifters  will  releafe  them  there¬ 
from.  But  if  the  people  have  given  never  fo  much 
for  the  fettlement  of  a  minifter,  he  can  leave  them 
when  he  pleafeth,  if  other  minifters,  will  approve  of 
it,  and  the  people  can  have  no  recompeiife.  Thus 
partiality  is  eftablifhed  by  law ;  and  the  root  of  it  is 
the  yoke  which  minifters  have  laid  upon  children  in 

their 
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their  Infancy.  And  to  thofe  who  loofe  themfelves 
from  that  yoke,  a  noted  minifter  in  Connedicut  fald, 
V.  When  you  re-baptize  thofe  in  adult  years, 
which  we  have  baptized  in  their  infancy,  you  and 
they  jointly  renounce  that  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Ghoft,  whom  we  adore  and  worfhip,  as  the  only 
living  and  true  God,  and  on  whom  we  depend  for  all 
our  falvation.’’  *  And  what  greater  evil  can  any  men 
be  accufed  of  in  this  world  ?  For  they  who  fecretly  en¬ 
ticed  any  away  from  the  fervice  of  the  true  God,  were 
to  die  without  mercy.  Deut.  xiii.  6 — ii.  But  they 
who  we/e  fprinkled  in  infancy  anfwered  no  confcience 
'towards  God  at  all,  neither  did  it  produce  any  change 
in  them,  as  all  experience  who  have  any  right  to 
baptifm.  For  all  who  have  a  right  to  that  ordinance, 
are  firft  made  dead  to  fin,  and  alive  unto  God 
through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.  Therefore  we  are 
buried  with  him  by  baptifm  into  death  ;  that  like  as 
Chrift  v/as  railed  up  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of 
the  Father,  even  fo  we  alfo  iliould  walk  in  newnels  of 
life.  Rom.  vi.  2— 1 1.  For  as  many  of  you  as  have 
been  baptized  into  Chrift,  have  put  on  Chrift.  Gal. 
iii.  27.  And  this  is  done  by  the  obedience  of  faith, 
and  in  no  other  way  ;  and  in  vain  do  any  accufe  fuch 
of  renouncing  the  only  living  and  true  God.  But 
having  fuch  teaching  from  their  minifters,  a  new 
law-book  was  publiftied  in  Connefticut,  in  1784,. 
wherein,  by  one  law,  they  gave  all  the  focieties  that 
were  before  conftituted,  all  their  meeting-houfes  and 
mlnifterial  lands,  with  power  to  fuppoit  theii  min¬ 
ifters  by  tax  and  compulfion.  And  then  they  made 
another  law,  which  fays, 

VI.  An  afl:  for  fecuring  the  rights  of  confcience 
in  matters  of  religion,  to  Chriftians  of  every  denom¬ 
ination  in  this  State. 

As 

*  An  addrcfs  to  his  anabaptift  brethren.  By  Jofeph  Huntington,  D.  D. 
I7^3>P*^3- 
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“  As  the  happinefs  of  a  people,  and  the  good  order 
of  civil  fociety,  effeiitially  depend  upon  piety,  religion 
and  morality,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  civil  authority  to 
provide  for  the  fupport  and  encouragement  thereof ; 
fo  as  that  Chriftians  of  every  denomination,  demean¬ 
ing  thernfelves  peaceably,  and  as  good  fubjefts  of  the 
State,  may  be  equally  under  the  proteflion  of  the  law  : 
And  as- the  people  of  this  State  have  in  general  been 
of  one  profelTion  in  matters  of  faith,  religious  wor- 
ihip,  and  the  mode  of  lettling  and  iupporting  the 
miniflry  of  the  gofpel,  they  have  by  law  been  form¬ 
ed  into  ecclefiaftical  focieties,  for  the  more  conve¬ 
nient  fupport  of  their  worfhip  and  miniftry  :  And  to 
the  end  that  other  denomhiations  of  Chrillians  who 
diflent  from  the  worfnip  and  minillry  fo  effablillied 
and  fupported,  may  enjoy  free  liberty  of  confcience 
in  the  matters  aforefaid  ; 

“  Be  it  enabled  by  the  Gove'rner,  Couneil  and  Repre- 
fentatives^  in  General  Court  ajjembled,  and  by  the  author¬ 
ity  of  the  fame.  That  no  perlbns  in  this  State,  profelT- 
ing  the  Chrillian  religion,  who  foberly  and  confci- 
entioully  diflent  from  the  worflrip  and  miniflry  by  law 
eftablifhed  in  the  fociety  wherein  they  dv/ell,  and  at¬ 
tend  public  worfliip  by  thernfelves,  fhall  incur  any 
penalty  for  not  attending  the  worfliip  and  miniflry 
fo  eflabliflied,  on  the  Lord’s-days,  or  on  account  of 
their  meeting  together  by  thernfelves  on  faid  day, 
for  public  worfliip  agreeable  to  their  confciences. 

‘"And  be  it  further  enadted  by  the  authority  aforefaid^ 
T.  hat  all  denominations  of  Chriftians  diflering  in  their 
religious  fentiments  from  the  people  of  the  eltabliihed 
focieties  in  this  State,  whether  of  the  Epifcopal  church, 
or  thofe  Congregationalifts  called  Separates,  or  the 
people  called  Baptiits",  or  Quakers,  or  any  other  de¬ 
nomination  who  fliall  have  formed  thernfelves  into 
diftindl  churches  or  congregations,  and  attend  public 
worfliip,  and  fupport  the  gofpel  minillry  in  a  way 
agreeable  to  their  confciences  a.nd  refpective  profef- 

fions  ^ 
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fions ;  and  all  perfons  who  adhere  to  any  of  theirij^ 
and  dwell  fo  near  to  any  place  of  their  worlhip  that 
they  can  and  do  ordinarily  attend  the  fame  on  the 
Sabbath,  and  contribute  their  due  proportion  to  the 
fupport  of  the  worfhip  and  miniflry  where  they  fa 
attend,  whether  fuch  place  of  worfhip  be  within  this, 
or  any  adjoiningState,  and.produce  a  certificate  there¬ 
of  from  fuch  church  or  congregation,  figned  by  their- 
order,  by  the  rninifLer  or  other  officer  thereof,  and. 
lodge  the  fame  with  the  clerk  of  the  fociety  wherein 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons  dwell,  every  fuch  perfon  fhall 
be  exempted  from  being  taxed  for  the  fupport  of  the 
worfliip  and  miniflry  of  faid  fociety,  fo  long  as  he  or- 
they  ffiall  continue  fo  to  attend  and  fupport  public 
worfhip  with  a  different  church  or  congregation  as 
aforefaid. 

be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaidj 
That  all  fuch  proteftaiit  churches  and  congregations 
as  diffent  from  the  worlhip  and  miniflry  eflablifhed 
as  aforefaid,  and  who  maintain  and  attend  public 
worfhip  by  themfelves,  fhall  have  liberty  and  author¬ 
ity  to  ufe  and  exercife  the  fame  powers  and  priv¬ 
ileges  for  maintaining  and  fupporting  their  refpedlive 
miniflers,  and  building  and  repairing  their  meeting- 
houfes  for  the  public  worfliip  of  God,  as  the  ecclefi- 
aflical  focieties  conffituted  by  afl:  of  the  general  af- 
fembly  of  this  State  by  law  have  and  do  exercife  and 
enjoy  ;  and  in  the  fame  manner  may  commence  and 
hold  their  meetings,  and  tranfaft  their  affairs,  as 
occafion  may  require  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid. 

And  all  perfons  fliall  be  taxed  for  the  fupport  of 
the  miniflry  and  other  charges  of  the  fociety  wherein 
they  dwell,  who  do  not  attend  and  help  fupport  any 
other  public  worfhip  ;  any  thing  in  this  aft  notwith- 
flanding. 

And  every  perfon  claiming  the  benefit  of  this 
aft,fhallbe  difqualified  to  vote  in  any  fociety  meeting, 

/  fave  only  for  granting  taxes  for  the  fupport  of  fchoois, 

and 
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and  for  the  eftablilhment  of  rules  and  regulations  for 
fchools,  and  the  education  of  children  in  them/* 

VII.  The  wifdom  of  this  world  is  here  remarka¬ 
bly  difcovered.  And  a  minifter  who  was  born  in 
Connefticut,  has  lately  faid  of  their  religion,  “  The 
beft  in  the  world,  perhaps,  for  a  republican  govern¬ 
ment.  As  to  the  mode  of  exercifme  church  oovern- 

O 

ment  and  difcipline,  it  might  not  improperly  be  calk 
ed  a  republican  religion.’**  Yet  it  may  be  fervice-; 
able  to  review  the  way  by  which  it  was  introduced, 
and  by  which  it  grew  up  to  its  prefent  height.  Our 
fathers  who  planted  Plymouth  colony,  held  that  the 
church  of  Chrift  was  to  be  governed  by  his  laws, 
independent  of  all  the  laws  of  men ;  and  they  never 
.would  fupport  religious  minifters  by  force  fo  long  as 
governor  Bradford  lived,  which  was  thirty-feven 
years  after  they  came  to  Plymouth.  But,  the  next 
year  after  they  came  into  the  ufe  of  force  for  that 
purpofe,  two  Quakers  were  hanged  at  Bofton.  The 
congregational  name  was  invented  by  theMalfachufetts, 
who  held  that  the  church  ought  to  govern  the  world, 
and  to  force  all  to  fubmit  to  their  power.  And  when 
that  power  was  in  great  danger,  partly  by  the  increafe 
of  the  Baptifts  among  them,  one  of  their  greateft 
minifters  faid,  It  is  made  by  learned  and  judicious 
writers,  one  of  the  undoubted  rights  of  fovereignty 
to  determine  what  religion  lhall  be  publickly  profeif- 
(ed  and  exercifed  within  their  dominions.  Why 
elfe  do  we  in  New-England  that  profefs  the  doctrine 
of  Calvin,  yet  praftife  the  difcipline  of  them  called 
Independent, or  Congregational  churches, but  becaufe 
the  authority  of  the  country  is  perfiiaded  that  it  is 
inoft  agreeable  to  the  mind  of  God  ?”t  But  their 
charter  was  taken  away  eight  years  after,  and  in  1 692 
their  fecond  charter  took  place,  which  gave  the 
world  a  power  above  the  church  about  religious 

minifters  \ 

*  Morfe’s  Geography,  third  edition,  179IJ  p-  IC9. 

f  Hubbard’s  Eledlion  Sermon  at  Bofton,  May  3,  1676,  p.  35. 
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ininiders  ;  though  tliis  was  fo  odious  in  the  eyes  of 

s  in  Bofton,  that  they  procured  a  fpecial 
ail,  the  next  winter,  to  exempt  Bofton  from  the  cru- 

el  yoxe  that  hath  been  laid  upon  the  country  ever 
fince. 

VIIL^^  The  Prefyiyterian  and  Congregational  minif- 
ters  in  Tngland  had  formed  a  connexion  together  a 
little  before,  and  the  like  was  tried  for  in  the  Maffa- 
chuietts  foon  after ;  but  the  writings  of  Mr.  John 
Wife  prevented  it.  But  in  the  clofe^of  1707,  a  min-  > 
liter  who  came  from  the  Maffachufetts,  was  elected 
governor  of  Conneiticut,  and  he  prevailed  to  carry 
that  fcheme.  And  it  was  done  by  bringing  a  bill 
into  their  leginature,  who  met  May  t3,  1708,  which 
faid,  “  This  affembly,  from  their  own  obfervation, 
and  from  the  complaint  of  others,  being  fenlible 
of  the  defects  of  the  difcipline  of  the  churches  of 
this  government,  arifmg  from  the  want  of  a  more 
explicit  aflerting  the  rules  given  for  that  end  in  the 
holy  fcriptures,  from  which  would  arife  a  firm  eftab- 
lilhment  amongft  ourfelves,  a  good  and  regular  iffue; 
in  cafes  fubjeft  to,  ecclefiallical  difcipline,  glory  to 
Chrift  our  /jeady  and  edification  to  his  members,  hath 
feen  fit  to  ordain  and  require,  and  it  is  by  the  author¬ 
ity  of  the  fame  ordained  and  required,  that  the  min- 
ifters  of  the  churches  in  the  feveral  counties  of  this 
government,  fliall  meet  together  at  their  refpeftive 
county  towns,  with  fuch  meffengers  as  the  churches 
to  which  they  belong  fliall  fee  caufe  to  fend  with 
them,  on  the  lall  Monday  in  June  next,  there  to 
confider  and  agree  upon  thofe  methods  and  rules  for 
the  management  of  ecclefiallical  difcipline  which  by 
them  fliall  be  judged  agreeable  and  conformable  to 
the  w^ord  of  God  ;  and  lhall  at  the  fame  meeting 
appoint  two  or  more  of  their  number  to  be  their  del¬ 
egates,  who  fnall  all  meet  together  at  Saybrook  at  the 
next  commencement  to  be  held  there,  where  they 
lhall  compare  the  refults  of  the  minilters  of  the  fev- 
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eral  counties,  and  out  of,  and  from  them  draw  a  form 
of  ecclefiaftical  difcipline.’^  'Fheir  college  was  then 
at  Saybrook,  which  was  afterwards  removed  to  New- 
Haven.  The  minifters  met  according  to  appoint¬ 
ment,  and  drew  up  their  fcheme  of  difcipline,  which 
the  legillature,  who  met  Oftober  14,  1708,  cilablifli- 
ed  by  law.  It  allows  each  church  to  eiecl  her  own 
officers,  and  to  difcipline  her  members ;  but  if  any 
perfon  thinks  that  he  is  unjuftly  cenfiired,  he  may 
appeal  from  the  fentence  of  the  church  to  a  confoci- 
ation  in  each  county,  whofe  fentence  is  to  be  final 


and  decifive,  if  the  majority  of  tb4e  minifters  prefent 
are  in  the  vote,  and  not  without.  Neither ’‘can  any 
man  obtain  a  meeting  of  the  coiifociation  to  hear 
his  cafe,  unlefs  an  affociation  of  minillers  advife  them 
to  meet.  At  the  fame  time  the  miniilers  in  each 
county  ineet  in  affociation  when  they  pleafe,  without 
any  afl:  of  their  churches,  and  claim  the  whole  powd¬ 
er  of  licenfing  candidates  for  the  miniftry,  and  of  ad- 
vifing  churches  whom  to  call  to  preach  to  them. 
And  the  minifters  in  each  county  choofe  delegates  out 
of  their  number,  to  meet  once  a  year  in  a  general  af- 
fociatiou  from  each  county  in  their  government,  to 
confult  about  their  affairs,  and  to  complain  to  their 
Jegiflature  againft  any  fociety  or  perfon  as  they  think 
proper. 

IX.  And  when  the  Lord  poured  out  his  Spirit  in  a 
moft  glorious  rnanner  in  1741,  under  the  miniftry  of 
travelling  preachers,  they  complained  of  it  to  their 
legiflature  in  Qftober,  who  ordered  a  fpecial  confoci- 
ation  to  meet  upon  it  in  November,  and  they  declar¬ 
ed  it  to  be  very  diforderly  for  any  minifter  to  preach 
in  a  parifli  where  another  was  fettled  without  his  con- 
fent.  And  in  May,  1742,  an  aft  was  palfed  by  their 
legiflature,  to  exclude  all  their  fettled  minifters  from 
any  benefit  of  their  laws  for  his  fupport,  who  fliould 
preach  in  any  other  parifh  without  theconfentof  the 
parifti  minifter.  And  if  any  man  who  was  not  a  fet¬ 
tled 
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tied  minifter^lhould  preach  or  exhort  in  matters  of  re¬ 
ligion,  in  any  pariili  againfc  the  confent  of  the  parifli 
rninifter,  he  fliould  be  imprifoned  until  he  would  give 
a  bond  or  one  hundred  pounds  not  to  do  fo  any  more ; 
and  if  any  minifter  from  other  colonies  fliould  come 
and  preach  without  fuch  confent,  he  was  to  be  carri¬ 
ed  by  authority  out  of  Conne£licut  government^ 
And  becaufe  one  of  their  fettled  minifters  preached 
two  fermons  in  a  Baptift  church,  againft  the  confent 
of  a  Prefbyterian  minifter  in  the  town,  other  minift 
ters  perfecuted  him  for  five  years,  until  they  declared 
him  to  be  depofed  from  his  office,  and  excluded  from 
the  communion  of  their  churches,  and  faid  they 
did  it,  “  In  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  word  of  God,  and  the  powers  inverted 
in  this  conlociation,  by  the  ecclefiartical  conrtitution 
of  this  government.'*’  Ourfecond  volume,  p.  35,36, 
136 — 141,  i8i.  Thus  they  held  that  the  Lord  Je¬ 
fus  Chrift  was  the  head  of  the  government  of  Con- 
nefticut,  and  that  his  laws  and  theirs  were  blended 
together  5  and  is  not  this  a  part  of  myftery  Babylon  ? 
And  they  now  fay,  All  perfons  fliall  be  taxed  for 
the  fupport  of  the  miniftry  and  other  charges  of  the 
fociety  wherein  they  dwell,  who  do  not  attend  and 
help  fupport  any  other  worfliip.’^  And  is  not  this  a 
mari  of  the  heart  ?  for  he  is  of  a  fcarlet  colour,  and 
is  very  changeable.  He  was,  and  is  not,  and  yet  is. 
Rev.  xiii.  17.  xvii.  3,  5,  8.  Blood  hath  ever  fol¬ 
lowed  the  fupport  of  worfliip  by  the  fword  of  the 
magiftrate.  But  where  the  children  of  God  and  the 
children  of  the  devil  dwell  in  the  field  of  the  world, 
and  appear  to  be  fuch  by  their  fruits,  our  Lord  fays. 
Let  both  grow  together  until  the  harveft.  Mat.  xiii. 
30,38.  But  in  the  church  we  are  commanded  to  turn 
away  from  all  men  who  have  a  form  of  godlinefs, 
but  deny  the  power  thereof,  while  we  are  required 
to  hold  fart  the  form  of  found  words,  in  faith  and  love 
which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus.  And  this  he  explains  by- 

faying. 
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faying.  All  fcripture  is  given  by  infpiration  of  God, 
and  is  profitable  for  doclrine,  for  reproof,  for  cori 
redion,  for  inllrudion  in  righteoufnefs  ;  that  the 
man  of  God  may  be  perfeSt,  throughly,  furniflied  unto 
all  good  works.  aTim.  i.  13.  iii.  5,  16,  17.  The  on¬ 
ly  reafon  w’hy  he  allows  the  men  of  the  world  to  make 
laws,  and  to  enforce  them  with  the  fword,  is  becaufe 
they  will  not  obey  the  laws  of  God,  nor  refrain  from 
injuring  their  neighbours,  without  fuch  forcible  re- 
ftraints.  And  it  is  readily  granted,  that  piety,  religion 
and  morality,  are  effentially  necelfary  for  the  good 
order  of  civil  fociety,  and  fo  are  the  Ihowers  and 
Ihines  of  heaven.  But  what  a  figure  would  any  body 
of  men  make,  if  they  fhould  enad  laws  to  determine 
when  the  fun  Ihould  fhine,  and  how  often  the  fhow- 
ers  fhould  fall !  For  the  Lord  God  is  a  fun  and  fhield  : 
the  Lord  will  give  grace  and  glory  :  no  good  thing 
will  he  withhold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly. 
Pfalm  Ixxxiv.  ir.  For  it  is  time  to  feek  the  Lord, 
till  he  come  and  rain  righteoufnefs  upon  us.  Ho- 
fea  X.  12.  Every  good  gift,  and  every  perfe£l  gift 
is  from  above,  and  cometh  down  from  the  Father 
of //^>6/j^,with  whom  is  no  variablenefs, neither  lliadow 
of  turning.  Of  his  own  will  begat  he  us  with  the 
word  of  truth. — Pure  religion  and  undefiled,  before 
God  and  the  Father,  is  this.  To  vifit  the  fatherlefs 
and  widows  in  their  affliftion,  and  to  keep  himfelf 
unfpotted  from  the  world*  James  i.  17 — 27.  The 
beaft  is  as  /potted  as  a  leopard,  as  cruel  as  a  bear,  and 
as  terrible  as  a  lion*  Rev.  xiii.  2.  And  how  can 
any  man  keep  himfelf  unfpotted  from  the  world,  if 
he  forceth  the  world  to  fupport  his  worfhip  ? 

X.  As  Congregational  and  Prefbyterian  minifters 
have  done  this,  and  hold  to  a  fucceffive  power  to  do 
it,  which  came  through  the  church  of  Rome,  a  min- 
ifter  yLo  was  born  in  Connedicut,  obtained  the  title 
of  bifhop  of  Conneclicut^  in  a  more  direft  line  than  our 
minifters  have  done.  For  he  was  ordained  bifliop 

of 
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of  Connefticut,  by  three  bifhops  in  Scotland;  No- 
Yembef  14,  1784,  who  derived  their  fuccellion  from 
three  bifhops  in  England,  v/ho  refufed  to  fwear  alle¬ 
giance  to  king  William,  after  he  had  driven  the  popifli 
king  James  from  the  throne.  So  that  his  line  came 
diredlly  from  the  church  of  Rome,  without  any  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  government  in  Great-Britain  for  an 
hundred  years  pa(L  And  this  bifnop  holds  that  his 
authority  came  from  Chrift,  as  much  as  any  can,  and 
fays,  A  church  in  which  Chrift  has  no  authority, 
cannot  be  his  church  ;  It  may  be  the  Pope’s  church; 
or  Luther’s  church,  or  Galvin’s  church,  or  Wefley’s 
church”but  Chrift’s  church  it  cannot  be,  unlefs  it 
be  founded  on  his  authority  and  governed  by  his 
commiflion.  The  apoftles  being  divinely  infpired, 
and  afting  under  the  immediate  direftion  of  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghoft,  in  all  things  neceflary  to  the  eftabliftiment 
of  the  church  according  to  the  will  of  Chrift^  none 
of  their  fucceffors  could  have  authority  to  thangc  the 
government  they  had  eftabliflred^  iinlefs  they  could 
plead  the  authority  of  Chrift  for  the  change,  with  as 
much  certainty  as  the  firft  apoftles  could  for  the 
original  eftablifhment,  and  could  give  the  fame  proof 
of  divine  infpiration  as  thofe  apoftles  had  givend’* 
XL  This  is  a  moft  important  truth  ;  and  where 
can  we  find  that  the  apoftles  called  any  niinifters 
priejls^  in  diftinction  from  other  brethren  of  the 
church  ?  LTntil  fuch  a  word  can  be  found  in  their 
"writings,  we  .may  boldly  rejed  all  pretences  to  tne 
Chriftian  priefthood,  in  all  men  who  give  no  evi¬ 
dence  of  their  being  born  again  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 
And  as  foon  as  this  man  aftumed  the  charaffer  of 
biftiop  of  Connecticut,  it  caiifed  great  concern  in  the 
church  of  England  ;  and  a  gentleman  of  great  note 
therein,  wrote  a  letter  to  a  Baptift  minifter  in  New- 
Engknd,  to  inform  him  that  thofe  bifliops  in  Scot¬ 
land 


*  Blfliop  Scabury's  Ordination  Sermon  at  Portfmoutb,  New-Hampfinre, 
1791,  p.  14,  l$- 
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land  had  not  good  authority  to  confecrate  others,  and 
alfo  that  the  people  of  Connecticut  ought  to  ele£t 
their  hifhop,  before  he  could  lawfully  act  as  fuch  i 
and  he  defired  that  fome  proper  men  might  be  fent 
over  to  be  ordained  by  bilhops  in  England.  This 
letter  was  Ihown  to  m.any  Epifcopalians,  and  one  of 
them  in  New-Yorlc  took  a  copy  ot  it,  to  lay  before  a 
convention  of  their  mmiiters,  wiio  were  to  meet  at 
Philadelphia  in  September,  Bat  this  affair  lay  lb 
heavy  upon  the  mind  of  the  faid  gentleman  in  En¬ 
gland,  that  he  wrote  to  Dr.  Franklin  upon  it,  Oftober 
29,  17^59  ^nd  informed  him  that  thofe  bifliops  iri 
Scotland  had  admitted  “  prayers  for  the  dead,  and 
extreme  unbtion  among  them.”*  And  one  minifter 
from  New-York,  and  another  from  Philadelphia, 
were  fent  over,  and  were  confecrated  by  bilhops  in 
England  ;  and  each  of  them  have  been  chaplains  to 
our  fenators  in  Congrefs,  with  a  falary  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  a  year.  But  as  our  rulers  have  folemii- 
ly  fworn  to  renounce  all  foreign  jurifdidiion  over 
America,  now  can  they  have  a  right  to  give  public 
money  to  any  who  hold  a  commilfion  from  Europe  ? 
Can  any  man  wmnder  at  the  confufion  which  is  now 

in  our  country,  while  promifes  and  oaths  are  fo  little 
regarded  ? 

XII.  ^  And  as  little  of  it  appears  among  a  new  feet 
which  is  now  formed  in  America.  For  Mr.  John 
Welley,  who  was  ordained  a  prefbyter  of  the  church 
of  England,  with  a  folemn  oath  to  obey  and  teach 
her  articles  of  faith,  and  forms  of  worfhip  ;  and  yet 
he  publiflied  a  fermon  in  1739,  againft  feveral  of 
thofe  articles,  and  he  preached  againft  them  in  En¬ 
gland, 

*  ^IPorical  CdileSiions  at  Bojlon^  'vol.  ui.  J>.  162.  In  February,  1 795,  bifliop 
Seabury  publiihed  a  lef»er  to  his  brethren,  in  the  Connecticut  papers,  in 
which  he  flyles  himfelf  “  Samuel,  by  divine  permilTion,  bilhop  of  Connecti¬ 
cut  and  Rhode-Ifland.”  Though  he  has  but  about  thirty  focieties  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  four  in  the  State  of  Rhode-Ifland.  And  there  are  between 
three  and  four  hundred  religious  focieties  in  thofe  two  States,  of  other  de¬ 
nominations.  What  then  could  be  expe^ed  from  fuda-men,  if  their  power 
was  equal  to  their  iaclinationg  ? 
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gland,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  for  above  forty  years^ 
and  then  he  and  his  followers,  feeing  how  the  Ameri¬ 
can  war  ended,  reduced  their  thirty-nine  articles  to 
twenty-four,  with  new  forms  of  woiTnip  and  order 
and  publifhed  them  in  London  in  1784,  and  called 
them.  The  Sunday  Service  in  North- America:  Three 
orders  of  ordained  officers  are  prelcribed  therein,  be- 
fides  preachers  who  are  not  ordained;  And  when 
they  ordained  the  lowed  of  the  three,  they  fay,  Will 
you  reverently  obey  them  to  whom  the  charge  and 
government  over  you  is  committed,  following  with 
a  glad  mind  arid  will  their  godly  admonitions  ? 
Anfwer,  I  will  endeavour  fo  to  do,  the  Lord  being 
my  helper.’’'^  And  many  of  his  followers  met  at 
Baltimore  in  Maryland,  December  27,  1784,  and 
drew  up  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  A  Form  of  Difci- 
pline  for  the  Minifters,  Preachers,  and  Members  of 
the  Methodift  Epifcopal  Church  in  America.’"  They 
allow  no  man  to  be  a  preacher  in  their  church,  but 
fuch  as  profefs  a  belief  that  perfeftion  is  attainable  in 
this  life.  They  date  the  beginning  of  their  focieties 
in  America,  from  the  labours  of  fome  preachers  who 
came  over  from  Ireland  about  the  year  1764  ?  and 
they  fay,  What  may  we  reafonably  believe  to  be 
God’s  defign  in  raifing  up  the  preachers  called  Meth- 
odifts  ?  Anfwer,  To  reform  the  continent, and  fpread 
feripture  holinefs  over  thefe  lands.  As  a  proof  here¬ 
of,  we  have  feen  in  the  courfe  of  fifteen  years  a  gretit 
work  of  God,  from  New-Yofk  through  the  jerfeys, 
Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  and  South- 
Carolina,  even  to  Georgia.”  And  they  fay,  “We 
are  thoroughly  convinced,  that  the  churen  of  En¬ 
gland,  to  which  we  have  been  united,  is  deficient  in 
feveral  of  the  moft  important  parts  of  Chriftian  dif- 
cipline  ;  and  that  (a  few  minifters  and  members  ex¬ 
cepted)  it  has  loft  the  life  and  power  of  religion.- 

We  are  not  ignorant  of  the  fpirit  and  defigns  it  has 

ever 

♦  Sunday  Service,  p.  aSj. 
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ever  difcovered  in  Europe,  of  rifing  to  pre-eminence 
and  worldly  dignities  by  virtue  of  a  national  eftab- 
liihment,  and  by  the  moft  fervile  devotion  to  the  will 
of  temporal  governors  :  and  we  fear,  the  fame  fpirit 
will  lead  the  fame  church  in  thefe  United  States 
(though  altered  in  name)  to  fimilar  defigns  and  at- 
tempts,  if  the  number  and  ftrength  of  its  members 
will  ever  afiord  a  probability  of  fuccefs  ;  and  partic¬ 
ularly  to  obtain  a  national  ellablillnnent,  which  we 
cordially  abhor  as  the  bane  of  truth  and  holinels,  the 
greateft  impediment  in  the  world  to  the  progrefs 
of  vital  Chriftianity.  For  thefe  reafons.  We  have 
thought  it  our  duty  to  form  ourfelves  into  an  inde- 
pendent  church.  And  as  the  moll  excellent  mode  of 
church  government,  according  to  our  maturell  judg¬ 
ment,  is  that  oi  a  moderate  epifcopacy  /  and  as  we  are 
perfuaded,  that  the  uninterrupted  fuccejfton  of  bijhops 
from  the  apoftles,  can  be  proved  neither  from  fcripture 
nor  antiquity  ;  we  therefore  have  conllituted  our- 
ielves  into  an  epifcopal  church,  under  the  diredion  of 
bilhops,  elders,  deacpns,  and  preachers^  according  to 
the  forms  of  ordination  annexed  to  our  prayer  book, 
and  the  regulations  laid  down  in  this  form  of  difci- 
pline.”*  Thus  they  undertook  to  be  law-givels  for 
all  North-America,  and  to  form  a  church  therein  that 
never  had  any  exiflence  until  the  year  1784.  And 
their  teachers  have  taken  great  pains  to  draw  off  peo¬ 
ple  from  all  other  religious  communities  in  our  land, 
by  confounding  works  and  grace  together.  Mr! 
AVelley  held  that  Chrill  died  equally  for  all  man! 
kind,  but  that  men  are  faved  by  their  own  faith  and 
obedience,  which  yet  they  may  fall  from  and  perilh 
forever.  And  he  fays,  “  Unconditional  eledlion 
cannot  appear,  without  the  cloven  foot  of  reproba¬ 
tion.  I  believe  election  means,  a  divine  appointment 
of  fome  men  to  eternal  happinefs.  But  1  believe  this 
eleftion  to  be  conditional,  as  well  as  the  reprobation 

C  oppofite 

^  M«hod>ft  F»rm  of  Dlfciplioe,  printed  at  New-York,  1787,  p.  i _ 6,13,  30, 
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oppofite  thereto.  I  believe  the  eternal  decree  con¬ 
cerning  both,  is  exprefled  in  thofe  words.  He  that 
beUeveth  Jhall  be  faved  ;  he  that  beiieveth  not  be 

damned.  And  this  decree  without  doubt  God  will  not 
change,  and  man  cannot  refill.  According  to  this, 
all  true  believers  are  in  fcripture  termed  eledl  ;  as  all 
who  continue  in  unbeliefs  are  fo  long  properly  repro¬ 
bates^  that  is,  unapproved  of  God,  and  without  difcern- 
ment  touching  the  things  of  the  Spirit.’^ But  all 
men  may  know  that  there  is  no  fuch  decree  in  the 
word  of  God,  and  alfo  that  he  never  fet  reprobation 
in  oppofition  to  election.  For  he  fays.  The  eleftion 
hath  obtained  it,  and  the  reft  were  blinded.  Rom.  xi. 
7.  In  whom  the  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the 
minds  of  them  who  believe  not,  left  the  light  of  the 
glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  image  of  God, 
fhould  fliine  unto  them.  2  Cor.  iv.  4.  As  Jannes^ 
and  Jambres  withllood  Mofes,  fo  do  thefe  alfo  refill 
the  truth  ;  men  of  corrupt  minds,  reprobate  con¬ 
cerning  the  faith.  2  Tim.  iii.  8.  Jefus  Chrift  is  in 
you,  except  ye  be  reprobates.  2  Cor.  xiii.  5.  And 
is  it  not  blafphemy,  for  any  to  fay,  that  God  cannot 
eleft,  fanftify  and  lave  a  part  of  mankind,  without 
putting  unbelief,  blindnefs  and  corruption  into  all  the 
reft  ?  Yet  Welley  and  his  followers  infill  upon  this 
with  darmg  boldnefs.  And  he  alfo  fays,  One  who 
is  a  true  believer,  or,  in  other  w^ords,  one  who  is  ho¬ 
ly  or  righteous  in  the  judgment  of  God  himlelf,  may 
neverthelefs  linally  fail  from  grace.''!  But  the  Son 
of  God  fays,  All  that  the  Father  giveth  me,  fhall 
come  to  me  ;  and  him  that  cometh  to  me,  I  wall  in 
no  wife  call  out.  John  vi.  37.  He  that  beiieveth 
not  G^od,  hath  made  him  a  liar.  1  John  v.  10.  ^Vnd 
how  awful  is  their  cafe  ! 

XIII.  Yet  a  minifter  in  Bofton,  who  had  pub- 

lifhed  the  moll,  for  forty  years,  of  any  man^  in 

,  ’  America, 

Wefley  on  PredelUnation,  fifth  edition,  p.  9,  10.  f  Ibid.  p.  49* 
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America,  to  keep  up  the  Congregational  eflablifli- 
inent,  pubhihed  a  book  m  1784,  to  prove  that  Chrifi: 
not  only  died  for  all  men,  but  alfo  that  he  will  finally 
lave  tnem  all  from  hell.  And  he  denied  that  there  was 
any  word  m  the  bible,  that  we' could  know  bv  it  that 
It  meant  without  end,  without  other  confiderations 
chan  the  word  itfelf.  And  he  fays,  “  In  what  point 
of  light  foever  we  take  a  view  of  fm,  it  is  certrinly 
m  Its  nature,  ^  finite  evil.— KxvA  the  confideration  of 
hell  as  a  purging  fire,  is  that  only  which  can  make 
the  matter  fit  eafy  upon  one’s  mind.”*  But  if  the 
holy  ^  fcnptures  have  no  word  in  them  to  diflinpuiflr 
certainly  between  a  limited  time,  and  endlefs  contin- 
uance,  it  is  the  molt  imperfbff  book  upon  earth. 
•And  the  fire  of  God’s  wrath  in  a  future  ftate,  is  fo 
far  from  being  a  purging  fire,  that  he  fays,  Belioid, 
the  day  cometh  that  flrall  burn  as  an  oven  ;  and  ail 
the  proud,  yea,  and  all  that  do  wickedly,  fhall  be  ftub- 
bl_e  :  and  the  day  that  cometh  flrall  burn  them  up 
faith  the  Lord  of  hofis,  that  it  flrall  leave  them  nci- 
ther  root  nor  branch.  But  unto  you  that  fear  my 
name  fhall  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  arife  with  heal¬ 
ing  in  his  wings  ;  and  ye  flrall  go  forth,  and  frrovv 
up  as  calves  of  the  ffall.  And  ye  flrall  tread  dorvn 
the  wicked  ;  for  they  fhall  be  afhes  under  the  foies 
Ox  your  feet,  in  the  day  that  I  fhall  do  this,  faith  the 
Lord  of  hofts.  Mai.  iv.  i — 3.  Again  he  fays,  The 
nand  of  the  Lord  flrall  be  known  toward  his  fervants, 
and  his  indignation  toward  his  enemies.  For,  behold’ 
the  Lord  will  come  with  fire,  and  with  his  chariots’ 
Ike  a  whirlwind,  to  render  his  anger  with  fury,  and 
his  rebuke  with  flames  of  fire.  For  by  fire  and  by 
his  fword  will  the  Lord  plead  with  all  fleflr  :  and  the 
flain  of  the  Lord  fhall  be  many.  x4nd  afterwards 
great  numbers  fhall  be  converted,  from  all  nations  • 
and  God  fays.  As  the  new  heavens,  and  the  new 

^  ^  earth, 

PL.wS?f,r  !’•  Edwards- 

puDLined  a  lull  anfwer  to  him  m  1790. 
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earth,  which  I  will  make,  fliall  remain  before  me, 
faith  the  Lord,  fo  (hall  your  feed  and  your  name  re¬ 
main.  Ifaiah  Ixvi.  14 — 22.  And  if  we  compare 

thefe  prophecies  with  the  four  lait  chapters  in  the 
Revelation,  have  we  not  reafon  to  conclude,  that  the 
awful  dellructions  among  the  nations,  which  God 
is  now  making  by  fire  and  fword,  are  to  ulher  in  the 
latter  day  glory  ?  Yea,  are  not  thefe  the  burnings 
which  iliall  introduce  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth, 
wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs  ?  2  Pet.  iii.  12,  13. 
For  the  fcolfeis,  walking  after  their  own  lulls,  were 
never  fo  open  and  daring  againll  all  religion  before, 
in  any  age  or  country,  as  they  are  now  in  Europe 
and  America.  But  the  unlearned  and  unftable,  wreft 
the  fcriptures  unto  their  own  deflruftion.  2  Pet.  iii. 
3,  4,  16.  And  one  way  in  which  this  is  done,  is  by 
putting  earthly  univerfities  in  the  place  of  the  teach¬ 
ing  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  calling  them,  rivers,  the 
fleams  whereof  ftiall  make  glad  the  city  of  God. 
For  he  fays,  Bleffed  is  the  man  that  walketh  not  in 
the  counfel  of  the  ungodly,  nor  ftandeth  in  the  way 
of  finners,  nor  fitteth  in  the  feat  of  the  fcornful ;  but 
his  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  in  his  law  doth 
he  meditate  day  and  night.  And  he  fliall  be  like  a  tree 
planted  by  the  rivers  of  water,  that  bringeth  forth 
his  fruit  in  his  feafon  ;  and  his  leaf  alfo  fliall  not 
wither,  and  whatfoever  he  doth  fliall  profper.  Pfalm  i. 

j _ 2.  xvi.  4.  And  Jefus  faid.  If  any  man  thirft, 

let  him  come  unto  me  and  drink.  He  that  believeth 
on  me,  as  the  fcripture  hath  faid,  out  of  his  belly 
fliall  flow  rivers  of  living  water.  John  vii.  37,  3^* 
But  how  often  have  men  put  human  learning  in  the 
place  of  faving  faith  In  the  Son  of  God  ! 

XIV.  The  firft  univerfity  in  America  Is  in  Cam¬ 
bridge,  where  an  early  example  of  oppreflion  appear¬ 
ed  after  the  war.  A  Baptifl;  church  was  conftituted 
in  that  town  in  178*5  they  had  a  paftor  ordained^ 

in  1782  vst  they  were  all  taxed  for  the  fupport  of 

Congregational 
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Congi egntional  miiiifters,  and  three  men  were  im- 
prifoned  therefor  in  1784*  Ihereforc  they  fned  the 
aiTeffors  who  taxed  them,  and  tlieir  cafe  was  carried 
through  their  inferior  and  fuperior  courts  in  lySc, 
and  was  turned  againfl  the  Baptids,  which  cod  thein 
more  than  an  hundred  dollars.  1  he  conditution  of 
our  government  redrained  our  rulers  from  making 
any  certificate  law,  as  they  did  in  Connefticut,  where¬ 
by  diflenters  from  the  ruling  party  might  be  exempt¬ 
ed  from  taxes  to  their  wordnp  j  and  if  any  perfons 
might  draw  off  Ifom  them  without  acknowledgino- 
that  they  had  power  to  bind  and  loofe  in  fuch  affairs^ 
the  ufe  of  force  to  fupport  religious  minifters  would 
come  to  an  end.  1  herefore  a  great  lawyer  informed 
thoiC  oppreffed  people,  that  if  they  would  give  in 
certificates  to  the  ruling  fedf,  that  they  belonged  to 
faid  Baptid  fociety,  and  would  have  their  money  go 
to  the  minider  thereof,  he  might  fue  the  money  out 
of  the  hands  of  thofe  who  took  it.  Fhis  advice  he 
founded  upon  the  words  in  our  conditution  which 
fay,  All  rnonies  paid  by  the  fubjeft  to  the  fup- 
port  of  public  wordiip,  and  of  the  public  teachers 
aforefaid,  diall,  if  he  require  it,  be  uniformly  applied 
to  the  fupport  of  the  public  teacher  or  teachers  of 
his  own  religious  fed  or  denomination,  provided 
there  be  any  on  whofe  indruaions-  he  attends  ;  oth- 
erwife  it  may  be  paid  towards  the  fupport  of  the 
teacher  or  teachers  of  the  paridi  or  precinft  in  which 
faid  monies  are  raifed.'^  fnis  article  was  drawn  by 
another  great  lawyer  \  and  men  of  that  profedion  arc 
interejled  in  fupporting  religious  teachers  by  force  as 
really  as  any  men  in  the  world  ;  for  a  great  p^rt  of 
their  gains  come  by  controverfies  about  religion  ; 
and  when  teachers  and  lawyers  are  in  confederacy  to¬ 
gether,  they  wall  make  words  to  mean  any  thing  which 
they  pleale.  And  in  the  above  article,  they  condru- 
ed^  the  word  he  to  mean  the  teacher  who  was  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  money,  and  not  the  man  who  paid  it.  And, 

rather 
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rather  than  to  fufl^r  continually,  thofe  Baptifts  in 
Cambridge  complied  with  the  advice  of  the  lawyers, 
and  their  minilter  fued  the  money  out  of  the  hands 
of  their  opprelfors,  from  time  to  time,  until  they  left 
olF  colletiing  fuch  money  ;  and  the  like  was  done  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  Our  conftitution  fays, 
All  men  are  born  free  and  equal,  and  have  certain 
natural,  effential,  and  unalienable  rights.”  And  the 
right  to  receive  and  fiipport  faithful  teachers,  and  to 
refiife  to  fupport  thofe  who  are  unfaithful,  is  one  of 
the  moil  effential  rights  of  confcience  that  can  be 
named  ;  yet  this  right  is  daily  violated  by  all  men 
wdio  fupport  their  teachers  by  tax  and  compulhon. 
Again,  the  Maffachufetts  conftitution  fays,  No 
fubordination  of  any  one  feel  or  denomination  to 
another,  fhall  ever  be  eftabliftied  by  law.”  Yet  the 
Congregational  denomination  have  conftantly  viola¬ 
ted  this  article  alfo.  Though  to  hide  it,  they  made 
a  law  in  March,  1786,  which  confounded  minifterial 
and  civil  taxes  together,  and  empowered  every  man 
in  each  town  who  pays  two  thirds  more,  in  one  tax 
than  a  poll  tax,  to  vote  in  fuch  affairs.  And  the  adl 
fays,  The  freeholders,  and  other  inhabitants  of 
each  refpeciive  town,  qualified  as  aforefaid,  at  the 
annual  meeting,  for  the  choice  of  town  officers,  or 
at  any  other  town  meeting  regularly  warned,  may 
grant  and  vote  fuch  fums  of  money  as  they  flrall  judge 
neceffary,  for  the  fettlement,  maintenance  and  fup-r 
port  of  the  minillry,  fchools,  the  poor,  and  other  nec- 
eflary  charges  arifing  within  the  fame  town  ;  to  be 
affeifed  upon  the  polls  and  property  within  the  fame, 
as  by  law  provided.” 

XV.  flere  is  not  the  leaft  regard  paid  to  the 
church  of  Chrill  ;  but  fornicators,  drunkards,  rail- 
ers  and  extortioners,  have  equal  votes  with  the  beft 
men  in  the  land,  to  determine  who  lhall  be  guides 
for  their  fouls,  and  how  they  fliall  be  fupported. 
And  God  fays  of.aiitichriftian  teachers.  They  are  of 

the 
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the  world,  therefore  fpeak  they  of  the  world,  and 
the  world  heareth  them,  i  John  iv.  5.  But  how 
terrible  were  the  elfefts  of  fuch  things  ?  For  the  love 
of  the  world  had  induced  many  to  run  into  debt, 
and  it  made  others  now  fierce  for  calling  in  their 
debts,  and  collettors  to  get  their  taxes,  which  caufed 
much  bufinefs  in  courts,  and  a  great  increafe  of  law¬ 
yers  ;  therefore  a  man  in  Boflon  began  to  publifh  ef- 
fays  in  their  papers  againft  lawyers,  the  fame  month 
in  which  the  above  law  vras  made,  which  effays  were 
colle£led  into  a  pamphlet  in  July.  And  the  people 
felt  themfelves  fo  much  diftreiTed,  that,  in  Augufl 
and  September,they  arofe  in  arms  againft  their  courts, 
in  the  counties  of  Hampfliire,  Berkflrire,  Worcefter, 
Middlefex,  and  Briftol.  Hereupon  the  town  of  Bof- 
ton  wrote  to  all  the  towns  in  the  MaiTachufetts,  re- 
quefting  them  to  bring  in  accounts  of  their  grievances, 
and  promifing  to  ufe  their  influence  in  their  favour. 
And  the  legiflature  was  called  together,  and  heard 
many  complaints,  and  they  publiflied  an  addrefs  to 
the  people,  November  14,  1786,  in  which  they  faid. 
We  feel  in  common  with  our  neighbours  the  fcar- 
city  of  money  ;  but  is  not  this  fcarcity  owing  to  our 
own  folly  ?  At  the  clofe  of  the  war,  there  was  no 
complaint  of  it  :  fmce  that  time,  our  fields  have 
yielded  their  increafe,  and  Heaven  has  fliowered  its 
bleflings  on  us,  in  uncommon  abundance.  But  are 
we  not  conftrained  to  allow,  that  immenfe  fums  have 
been  expended  for  what  is  of  no  value,  for  the  gew¬ 
gaws  imported  from  Europe,  and  the  more  pernicious 
produce  of  the  Weft-Indies  ;  and  the  dread  of  a  pa¬ 
per  currency  impedes  the  circulation  of  what  re¬ 
mains  ? — As  the  difKculty  m  paying  debts  increafed, 
a  difr  egard  to  honeftj^  jnjtice  and  good  yi/zV/j,*  in  pub¬ 
lic  and  private  tranfaftions,  became  more  manifeft. 
Some  perfons  have  artfully  affeded  to  make  a  diftinc- 
tion  bet\veen  the  government  and  the  people,  as 

though 

*  See  IVtatt.  23.. 
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though  their  interefts  were  different  and  even  oppo- 
fite  ;  but  we  prefume,  the  good  fenfe  of  our  conflit^ 
uents  will  difcern  the  deceit  and  falfity  of  thefe  infm- 
uations.  Within  a  few  months  the  authority  dele¬ 
gated  to  us  will  ceafe,  and  all  citizens  will  be  equally 
candidates  in  a  future  eledtion/^  But  all  their  rea- 
foning  could  not  quiet  thofe  people  ;  therefore  an  ar¬ 
my  was  lent  up  and  fubdued  them  by  force.  Though 
in  the  next  eledion,  the  governor  and  above  half 
the  legiflature  were  left  out  of  office,  and  fourteen 
men,  who  had  been  condemned  to  be  hanged  for  re¬ 
bellion,  were  all  pardoned.  And  how  came  religious 
minifters  to  have  a  higher  power  over  the  people,  to 
force  away  money  from  them,  than  our  governors  or 
legiflators  have  ?  Yea,  higher  than  the  kings  of 
Great-Britain  ?  For  the  minifters  who  were  formerly 
fupported  in  the  name  of  thofe  kings,  and  fince  in  the 
name  of  this  State,  ftill  hold  a  power  above  them  all. 
And  are  they  not  minifters  of  the  great  city  which 
reigneth  over  the  kings  of  the  earth  ?  And  the  voice 
from  heaven  fays.  Come  out  of  her,  my  people,  that 
ye  be  not  partakers  of  her  fins,  and  that  ye  receive 
not  of  her  plagues.  Rev.  xvii.  i8.  xviii.  4. 
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I.  J.  new  Plan  of  Government.  II.  No  religious  Tejls 
therein.  III.  Bribery  expofed.  IV.  A  concife  View 
of  the  Warren  AJJociation.  V.  Southern  Labours  for 

religious  Liberty.  VI.  Oppofition  to  Chrijiian  Bap- 
tifn.  VII.  Another  Connecticut  Law.  VIII.  A 
View  of  the  College  at  Providence.  IX.  Dr.  Man¬ 
ning  faithful  therein.  X.  Public  Faith  univerfally 
violated.  XI.  Opprcjfto7i  at  Bar nft able  and  elfe- 
where.  XII,  Evils  at  Rehoboih  defcribcd.  XIII. 
And  at  Taunton  and  Pomfret.  XIV.  Alfo  among 
the  Minijlers  in  general.  XV.  The  DoCtrine  of 
Laying  on  of  Hands  opened.  XVI.  Atid  the  firjt 
Principles  of  Congregational  Churches. 

I.  As  long  as  the  fear  of  foreign  clangers  prevail¬ 
ed,  our  Congrefs  was  wonderfully  obeyed  ;  but  as 
that  fear  abated,  the  love  of  the  honours,  riches  anci 
pleafures  of  this  world  weakened  their  authority,  un¬ 
til  they  could  not  govern  this  great  country.  For 
while  fome  States  made  laws  to  regulate  trade,  and 
to  guard  againft  foreign  encroachments,  other  States 
took  advantage  to  enrich  theinfelves.  Thefe  things 
were  very  diltreffing  in  thefe  northern  parts,  while 
the  people  to  tile  fouthward  were  not  benefited  there¬ 
by.  For  Virginia  had  long  received  their  religious 
teachers  from  Europe,  as  well  as  many  ciyil  mer¬ 
chants  ;  and  Baptift  minifters  had  often  been  imprif- 
oned  for  preaching  the  gofpel  without  licenfe  from 
Epifcopalians,  until  the  war  put  a  flop  to  it.  And 
after  the  war  they  tried  hard  to  revive  that  power 
again.  But  the  Baptifls  and  others  prevailed,  in  the 
beginning  of  1786,  to  have  a  law  made,  which  fays, 

^  hat  no  man  fhall  be  compelled  to  frequent  or  flip- 
port  any  religious  worfhip,  place  or  minifiry  whatfoev- 
pr.  nor  fhall  be  enforced,  refiraiiied,  molefled,  or  bur- 

thened 
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thened  in  his  body  or  goods,  nor  fhall  other  wife  fuf- 
fer  oil  account  of  his  religious  opinions  or  belief ; 
but  that  all  men  Ihail  be  free  to  profefs,  and  by  ar¬ 
gument  to  maintain,  their  opinions  in  matters  of  re¬ 
ligion,  and  that  the  fame  lhali  in  no  wife  diminifh, 
enlarge,  or  aftecl  their  civil  capacities. Yet  their 
houfes  for  worlhip,  and  their  large  tracts  of  minifte- 
rial  lands,  were  ftill  held  by  Epifcopalians  ;  and  the 


f 


requeiit  addrefTes  of  the  Baptilts  to  their  legillature. 


for  to  have  thofe  lands  fold  for  public  ufes,  or  that 
they  and  their  houfes  for  worlhip  might  be  free  for 

m  m  -m  ^  ^  ^  -«*r« 


all  fuch  mioifters  as  the  people  chofe,  were  difre- 


garded.  So  hard  is  it  for  men  to  give  up  any  v/orld- 
ly  advantage  which  they  have  obtained  under  the 


malk  of  religion.  The  bead  had  feet  like  a  bear. 
Rev.  xiii.  2^  And  no  bear  ever  grafped  harder  to 
hold  his  prey,  than  men  now  do  to  hold  the  power 
and  gain  which  religious  pretences  have  given  them. 
Yet  by  a  motion  from  Virginia,  the  Congrefs  recom- 

1  ^  •  3 1  T  r*  A  1  J  1  A- 


mended  it  to  all  thefe  States,  to  elefit  delegates  to 
meet  at  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  form  a  better  plan 
of  government  than  they  then  enjoyed,  Accordingly 
twelve  States  met  there  by  delegation,  and  laboured 
upon  it  for  about  four  months,  until  they  finilhed  a 
new  conditution^of  government  on  September  17, 
1787,  and  lent  it  out  to  all  thele  States,  and  fome  of 
them  adopted  it  foon,  while  others  did*  not  receive  it 
in  two  years.  And  if  men  find  it  to  be  fo  hard  a 
matter  to  agree  about  the  aftairs  of  time,  why  Ihould 
they  pretend  to  force  all  to  unite  in  the  great  con¬ 
cerns  of  eternity  ?  II  they  differ  fo  much  about  per- 
i filing  things  which  are  vifible,  hovv^  can  they  unite  in 
the  fervice  of  the  invifible  Jehovah,  who  is  beloved 
by  his  children,  and  is  hated  by  the  world?  For  ev¬ 
ery  one  that  doth  evil,  hateth  the  light ;  and  Jefus 
fays,  I  am  the  light  of  the  world  ;  but  they  hated  me 

without  a  caufe.  Tohn  iii.  20.  viii.  12.  xv.  25.  And 

though 

*  Jefferfon'f  Notes  on  Virginia,  p.  243. 
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though  this  hatred  hath  beerx  covered,  in  every  age^ 
.under  the  name  of  religion  or  government,  yet  the 
feaft  of  the  gofpel,  in  the  church  of  Chrift,  will  de^ 
ftroy  the  face  of  the  covering  cah  over  al!  people,  anej 
the  vail  that  is  fpread  over  all  nations.  Ila.  xxv.  6,  7. 
The  Cdirillian  nations  have  laid  bands  upon  chil¬ 
dren,  before  they  could  choofe  for  themfelves,  and 
have  forced  them  to  fupport  the  national  wordiip  all 
their  days,  But  God  fays  to  his  people,  Loofe  thy- 
felf  from  the  bands  of  thy  neck,  O  captive  daughter 
of  Zion,  for  thus  faith  the  Lord^  Ye  have  fold 


yourfelves  for  nought,  and  ye  fliall  be  redeemed  with¬ 
out  money . —  ihy  God  reigneth.  This  is  the  gojpel  of 
peace.  Ifa.  lii.  2,  3,  7.  Rom.  x.  15.-  And  as  furely 
as  he  reigneth  above,  no  men  below  can  have  any 
right  to  make  laws  to  bind  any  in  religious  affairs^ 
But  how  hardly  are  men  brought  to  give  up  this  pow¬ 
er  over  the  confcieiices  of  others  !  For  on  January 
9,  1788,  a  convention  of  delegates  from  all  parts  of 
the  Maffachufetts  met  at  Bofton,  and  debated  long 
upon  the  new  conftitution  of  government  which  was 
formed  in  Philadelphia,  until  they,  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty,  adopted  it  on  February  6,  by  a  majority  of 

187  votes,  againft  168. 

IL  One  of  the  greatefl:  CAbjeclionsthat  veas  made 
againft  it,  was,  that  no  religious  teft  was  required 
therein,  of  any  of  the  officers  of  government.  But 
after  much  had  been  faid  upon  it,  a  Congregational 
minifter  arofe  and  faid?  The  great  objeef  of  religion 
being  God  lupreme,  and  the  feat  of  religion  in  mail 
being  the  heart  or  confcience,  that  is,  the  reafon  God 
has  given  us,  employed  on  our  moral  aCiions,  in  their 
inoft  important  conlequences,  as  related  to  the  tribu¬ 
nal  of  God,  hence  I  infer,  that  God  alone  is  the  God 
of  the  conlcience,  and  confequentiy,  attempts  to  ere  ft 
human  tribunals  for  the  confciences  of  men,  are  im¬ 
pious  encroachments  upon  the  prerogatives  of  God.^’ 
But  as  this  did  not  filence  their  objections  on  that 

h  cavcl  ^ 
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head,  a  Baptift  minifter  arofe  five  days  after,  and 
faid,  “  Nothing  is  more  evident,  both  in  reafon,  and 
in  the  holy  fcriptures,  than  that  religion  is  ever  a 
matter  between  God  and  individuals  ;  and  therefore 
no  man  or  men  can  impofe  any  religious  tell,  with¬ 
out  invading  the  effential  prerogatives  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift.  Minifters  firfl  aifumed  this  power  un¬ 
der  the  Chriftian  name ;  and  then  Conftantine  ap¬ 
proved  of  the  praftiee,  Vv^hen  he  adopted  the  profef- 
fion  of  Chriftianity  as  an  engine  of  State  policy. 
And  let  the  hiftory  of  all  nations  be  fearched,  from 
that  day  to  this,  and  it  will  appear  that  the  impofing 
of  religious  tells  hath  been  the  greatell  engine  of 
tyranny  in  the  world. — The  covenant  of  circumcif- 
ioii  gave  the  feed  of  Abraham  a  right  to  deftroy  the 
inhabitants  of  Canaan,  and  to  take  their  houfes, 
vineyards,  and  all  their  ellates  as  their  own;  and 
alfo  to  buy  and  hold  others  as  fervants.  And  as 
Chriftian  privileges  are  much  greater  than  thofe  of 
the  Hebrews  were,  many  have  imagined  that  they 
had  a  right  to  feize  upon  the  lands  of  the  heathen, 
and  to  deftroy  or  enflave  them  as  far  as  they  could 
extend  their  power.  And  from  thence  the  myftery 
of  iniquity  carried  many  into  the  practice  of  making 
merchandife  of  [laves  and  fouls  of  mend^  But  this  was 
not  fuffered  to  be  printed  in  the  fame  paper  in  Bof- 
ton,  in  which  the  fpeech  of 'the  Congregational  min¬ 
ifter  was  printed.  Though  the  wifdom  which  is 
from  above,  is  without and  hypocrify. 

III.  But  men-often  carry  thefe  evils  farther  under 
the  name  of  religion  and  government,  than  they  can 
do  in  any  other  way.  For  if  any  are  dillioneft  in  their 
private  dealings,  and  refufe  to  perform  their  prom- 
ifes,  others  can  avoid  having  any  further  trading 
with  them  ;  but  promifes  and  oaths  are  frequently 
violated  in  public  affairs,  when  the  moll  upright  can¬ 
not  bring  the  guilty  to  jullice,  nor  efcape  from  being 
injured  by  fuch  men.  A  notable  inftance  hereof 

now 
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low  appeared  in  the  State  of  Rhode*  Ifland.  A  nuni- 
ler  of  men  therein  artfully  reprefented  to  the  people^ 
.hat  if  a  large  bank  of  paper  money  was  made,  they 
night  eafily  pay  off  their  public  and  private  debts ; 
ind  they  were  accordingly  elefted  into  their  legilla- 
;ure  in  1786,  and  made  fuch  a  bank.  Some  relig- 
ous  teachers  were  adive  in  this  fcheme,  by  which 
;he  widow  and  the  fatherlefs,  with  many  others, 
^vere  amazingly  defrauded  and  opprelfed.  And  in 
March,  1787,  the  men  who  were  guilty  of  thefe  evils, 
palTed  an  ad:  to  cut  off  every  man  in  the  State  from 
mting  in  their  next  eledion  of  rulers,  until  they  had 
:aken  a  new  oath  againft  bribery.  By  fuch  means 
:hey  were  eleded  again  into  office,  and  they  would 
never  allow  a  convention  to  be  called  in  that  State, 
:o  confider  of  the  new  conftitution  of  government 
for  thefe  United  States,  until  the  year  1790  ;  *  fmce 
ivhich  thofe  deceitful  men  have  been  left  out  of  office,- 
md  as  great  harmony  is  feftored  there  as  in  other 
places.  But  in  all  parts  of  America  the  public 
promifes  of  government  are  flill  violated,  beyond 
what  men  in  private  Rations  can  poffibly  do  to  each 
other,  and  yet  continue  in  power  and  credit.  And 
no  men  have  fuffered  more  in  thefe  times,  than  relig¬ 
ious  minifters  who  have  confcientioufly  refufed  the 
ufe  of  force  for  their  fupport.  And  as  our  Lord 
fays,  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,  how  can  his' 
minifters  have  a  right  to  force  the  world  to  fupport 
them  ?  How  can  they  exhort  rulers  and  people 
to  venture  their  eternal  all  upon  the  truth  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  if  themfelves  refufe  to  truft  it  for  their  tem¬ 
poral  living  ?  Can  any  wonder  that  carelefsnefs  and 
infidelity  prevail  under  fuch  conduct  ?  But  as  long: 
as  rulers  can  force  away  money  from  the  people,  for 
the  fupport  of  religious  teachers,  it  bribes  them  to 
exert  all  their  influence  in  their  favour  ;  and  this 
bribes  rulers  to  continue  in  that  pradice ;  and  God 

fays. 


It  wai  adopted  there.  May  29,  1790* 
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fays,  A  gift  doth  blind  the  eyes  of  the  wife,  and  per¬ 
vert  the  words  of  the  righteous<,  Dent.  xvi.  19.  From 
whence  \yq  may  learn  the  caufe,  v/hy  fo  many  wife 
and  righteous  men  are  erdiiared  in  thefe  ways.  At 
the ‘fame  time,  if  men  can  fave  their  money  by  re¬ 
nouncing  the  life  of  force  to  lupport  religious  miiiif- 
ters,  many  will  ufe  their  liberty  for  an  occafion  to 
the  flefli,  and  as  a  cloak  of  malicioufnefs,  which  ferves 
to  prejudice  others  againft  the  liberty  of  the  gofpeh 
IV.  The  churches  who  formed  the  Wairen  Affocia- 
tion,  prefented  many  addrelies  to  our  rulers,  and  publi¬ 
cations  to  the  world,  agaiiifi:  opprelfion,  and  for  relig¬ 
ious  liberty,  from  their  iirfl  formation  in  1767,  to 
the  clofe  of  the  war  in  1783;  and  as  long  as  the 
fear  of  fufteririg  from  others  w^as  powerful,  it  moved 
them  to  unite  againfl  their  oppreilbrs  ;  but  as  that 
fear  abated,  the  love  of  felf  and  of  earthly  things, 
has  in  lorne  inflances  prevailed  ao:ainft  folemn 
promifes  and  obligations.  So  our  Lord  fays,  Woe 
unto  the  world  becaufe  of  offences  ;  for  it  muft 
needs  be  that  offences  come,  but  woe  to  that  man  by 
whom  the  offence  cometh.  And  he  requires  us  to 
give  each  brother  two  opportunities  to  fpeak  for  him- 
felf,  before  the  offence  is  told  to  the  church,  whofe 
fentence  is  to  decide  the  cafe.  Matt,  xviii.  7 — 18. 
But  where  teachers  are  fupported  by  force,  all  are 
accounted  offenders  who  refufe  to  have  fellowTiip 
with  that  way.  And  many  offences  will  arife  among 
churches  who  have  no  fuch  exercife  of  power,  which 
require  more  diferetion  and  patience  in  dealing  with 
offenders  according  to  the  laws  of  Chrift,  than  moft 
Chriftians  have  attained  unto.  And  when  they  have 
crouded  matters  into  the  church,  without  a  due  regard 
to  his  laws,  they  want  a  higher  power  to  appeal  to,  than 
a  particular  church  of  Chrift.  To  call  in  advice, 
where  the  accufer  and  accufed  may  be  heard  face  to 
face,  and  fuitable  counfel  be  given  for  the  church  to 
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act  upon,  is  a  practice  which  is  warranted  by  fcripture 
and  reafon  ;  but  a  power  in  councils  above  particu¬ 
lar  churches,  has  no  foundation  in  fcripture,  and  is  an 
endlefs  fource  of  confufion  among  Chriftians.  Of  this 
we  have  had  much  experience.  When  the  Warren 
AiTociation  met  at  Middleborough,  Sept.  7,  1784,  a 
minifter  who  had  cenfured  fome  of  his  brethren,  and 
refufed  to  let  them  call  in  advice  from  other  churches, 
came  with  a  complaint  againlt  fome  who  had  gone 
to  hear  them  without  his  confent ;  but  he  veas  re¬ 
proved  therefor.  Yet  when  the  AiTociation  met  at 
Wrentham,  Sept.  13,  1785,  he  came  with  fome  cpae- 
ries  which  pointed  to  the  fame  thing.  And  a  man 
who  had  been  excluded  from  another  church,  then 
came  with  an  earneft  requeft  that  the  ATociation 
w^ould  interpofe  their  influence  in  his  favour  ;  and 
becaufe  they  refufed  to  do  it,  he  publiflred  a  bitter 
complaint  in  a  Boflon  news-paper.  When  they  met 
at  Newton,  Sept.  12,  1786,  a  complaint  of  a  divifion 
in  another  church  caufed  a  confiderable  labour,  and 
then  a  vote  to  leave  them  out  of  the  ATociation, 
which  is  the  farthefl:  that  they  have  a  right  to  go  in 
fuch  cafes.  Their  meeting  at  Chelmsford,  Sept.  1 1, 
1787,  was  not  interrupted  with  fuch  thing&%  Yet 
when  they  met  at  Sturbridge,  Sept*  9,  1788,  a  com¬ 
plaint  was  brought  againft  the  majority  of  another 
church,  who  had  withdrawn  from  their  miniiter  and 
a  part  of  their  brethren,  and  the  majority  were  left 
out  of  the  ATociation,  and  the  minifter  with  the  mi¬ 
nority  were  recommended  as  the  church.  But  as 
this  was  going  too  far,  fo  the  effedls  have  been  very 
unhappy  ever  fince.  And  when  the  Aflbciation  met 
again  at  Sturbridge,  Sept.  8,  1789?  another  minifter 
made  hard  attempts  to  croud  a  complaint  againft  a 
church  into  it ;  but  it  was  kept  out,  though  with 
difficulty,  and  he  has  been  fince  difowned  by  all  our 
churches.  And  all  experience  hath  flrown,  that  a 
particular  church  of  Chrift  is  the  higheft  judicature 
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that  he  hath  eftabllfhed  upon  earth  to  carry  his  laws 
into  execution  in  his  name.  And  he  fays.  Where 
two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there 
am  I  in  the  midit  of  them.  Matt,  xviii.  20.  In  all 
earthly  governments,  the  laws  are  executed  in  the 
name  of  the  fupreme  authority  of  it,  which  cannot 
fee  but  a  little  of  what  is  done  in  their  name.  But 
the  Son  of  God  is  prefent  in  every  church,  as  well 
as  through  the  world,  by  his  univerfai  knowledge 
and  power ;  and  if  any  of  his  churches  leave  their 
firft  love,  and  will  not  repent^  he  removes  the  can- 
dleflick  out  of  his  place.  Rev.  ii.  i — ^5. 

V.  Wife  meafures  were  now  taken  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  to  fecure  religious  liberty.  A  general  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Baptift  churches  in  Virginia,  pre- 
fented  an  addrefs  to  the  excellent  Wafliington, 
upon  his  being  cholen  Prefident  of  thefe  United 
States,  dated  Auguft  8,  1789,  in  which  they  faid  ; 

When  the  conflitution  firft  made  its  appearance 
in  Virginia,  we,  as  a  fociety,  had  unufual  ftruggles 
of  mind,  fearing  that  the  liberty  of  confcience  (dearer 
to  us  than  property  or  life)  was  not  fufficiently  fecured. 
Perhaps  our  jealoufies  vrere  heightened;,  on  account 
of  the  ufage  we  received  in  Virginia,  under  the  regal 
government,  when  mobs,  bonds,  fines  and  prifons, 
were  our  frequent  repaft.*’  Prefident  Walhington 
returned  them  an  anfwer,  wherein  he  faid,  If  I 
<!ould  have  entertained  the  flighteft  apprehenfion 
that  the  conftitution  framed  in  the  convention  where 
I  had  the  honour  to  prefide,  might  poflibly  endanger 
the  religious  fights  of  any  ecclefiaftical  fociety,  cer¬ 
tainly  I  would  never  have  placed  my  fignature  to  it.’" 
And  he  faid  to  thofe  Baptifts,  While  I  recollea 
with  fatisfaftion,  that  the  religious  fociety  of  which 
you  are  members,  have  been,  throughout  America, 
uniformly  and  almoft  unanimoufly  the  firm  friends 
of  civil  liberty,  and  the  perfevering  promoters  of  our 
glorious  revolution,  I  cannot  hefitate  to  believe,  that 
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•they  will  be  the  faithful  fupporters  of  a  free,  yet  ef¬ 
ficient  general  government.”*  And  the  next  month 
the  Congrefs  propofed  a  number  of  amendments  to 
our  federal  conftitution,  one  of  which  fays,  “  Con¬ 
grefs  lhall  make  no  law,  eftablilhing  articles  of  faith, 
or  a  mode  of  vVorlhip,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercife 
tif  religion,  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  fpeech,  or 
of  the  prefs,  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to 
alfemble,  and  to  petition  to  the  government  for  a 
redrefs  of  grievances.”  This  was  dated  Sept.  23, 
1789;  but  the  MalTachufetts  legillature  were  fo  far 
irom  adopting  of  it,  that  we  cannot  find  any  record 
of  any  debates  upon  it.  When  this  State  v/as  fince 
fued,  before  the  federal  court  at  Philadelphia,  our 
legiflature  was  called  together  upon  it,  who  inftrud- 
cd  our  members  in  Congrefs  to  ufe  all  their  influ¬ 
ence  to  procure  an  amendment  of  the  conftitution 
in  that  refpeft,  and  it  was  eflefled,  and  the  amend¬ 
ment  was  readily  adopted  by  the  Maifachiifetts  legif¬ 
lature  ;  but  the  amendment  about  liberty  of  con- 
fcience  is  kept  out  of  fight.  But  in  vain  do  they 
think  to  hide  their  iniquity  from  the  eternal  God, 
who  is  no  refpefter  of  perfons,  but  will  reward  every 
man  according  to  his  works.  And  the  above  tefti- 
mony  in  favour  of  the  Baptifts  in  general,  is  con¬ 
firmed  by  experience,  and  by  the  nature  of  things. 
For  where  no  perfon  can  be  made  a  member  of  the 
church,  without  his  own  confent,  and  each  one  can 
Withdraw  from  it  when  he  will,  all  cruel  opprefllon 
is  excluded.  And  fuch  churches  are  not  accounta¬ 
ble  for  any  over  whom  they  have  no  power.  Yet  all 
the  Baptifts  in  Europe  and  America,  have  often  been 
reproached  with  the  madnefs  oi  Munft^r,  in  1533, 
where  they  tried  to  fupport  their  religion  with  the 
fuMrd,  Though  the  parliament  of  England  revolted 
from  the  Pope  the  fame  year,  and  fet  up  their  king 
as  the  head  of  the  church.  And  all  men  who  love 
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the  wages  of  unrighteoufnefs,  are  guilty  of  madnefs. 

2  Peter  ii.  15,  16.  But  they  who  are  guilty  of  it,  are 
commonly  falfe  accufers  of  all  who  foberly  refufe  to 
have  fellowlhip  with  them  therein.  And  the  prophe¬ 
cy  is  fulfilled,  which  fays,  I  beheld  another  beaft  com¬ 
ing  up  out  of  the  earth,  and  he  had  two  horns  like 
a  lamb,  and  he  fpake  as  a  dragon,  and  he  exercifeth 
all  the  power  of  the  firft  beaft  before  him,  and  cauf- 
cth  the  earth,  and  them  which  dwell  therein,  to  wor- 
fhip  the  firft  beaft,  whofe  deadly  wound  was  healed. 
Rev.  xiii.  1 1,  12.  The  two  horns  are,  undoubtedly, 
the  officers  of  church  and  ftate,  uniting  their  influ¬ 
ence  in  fchemes  of  power  and  gain,  under  the  name 
of  religion  and  government*  The  fword  of  the 
Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of  God,  gave  the  firft  beaft 
a  deadly  wound,  when  the  pure  doftrine  of  falvation 
by  grace  was  proclaimed  in  the  reformation.  But 
that  doftrine,  and  the  government  of  the  church  of  . 
Chrift  by  his  holy  laws,  are  as  much  oppofed  now  by 
Proteftants,  as  ever  they  were  by  the  church  of 
Rome.  And  how  little  do  the  people  of  New-En- 
gland  now  aft  according  to  the  high  opinion  that 
others  have  entertained  of  them  ?  For  an  excellent 
author  in  South-Carolina,  fpeaking  of  the  beginning 
of  the  war  in  1775,  fays,  “It  was  a  fortunate  cir- 
cumftance  for  the  colonies  that  the  royal  army  was 
pofted  in  New-England.  The  people  of  that  north¬ 
ern  country  have  their  paffions  more  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  reafon  and  intereft  than  in  the  fouthern 
latitudes,  where  a  warmer  fun  excites  a  greater 
degree  of  irafeibility.  One  raffi  offenfive  aftion, 
againft  the  royal  forces  at  that  early  period,  though 
,  fuccefsful,  might  have  done  great  mifehief  to  the 
caufe  of  America.  It  would  have  loft  them  Euro¬ 
pean  friends,  and  weakened  the  difpofition  of  the 
other  colonies  to  affift  them.  The  patient  and 
the  politic  New-England  men,  fully  fenfible  of 

their  fituation,  fubmitted  to  many  infults,  and 
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bridled  their  refentment.”  And  he  alfo  fays,  “  It 
was  one  of  the  peculiarities  of  thefe  new  forms 
t)f  government,  that  all  religious  eftabliflimeiits  were 
abolilhed.”*  They  were  fo  in  the  fdiithern  States, 
but  this  is  obftinately  refufed  in  New-Eno-land,  to 
their  unfpeakable  Ihanle  in  foreign  parts.  Vea,^  the 
example  of  our  hord  and  Saviour  is  here  openly 

fejedted,  left  their  darling  traditions  fliould  come 
dowiii- 

,  VI.  For  in  January,  1 796,  a  book  was  publilhed 
in  Bofton,  entitled,  “  The  Baptifm  of  Jefus  Chrift 
fiot  to  be  imitated  by  Chriftians.^*  It  was  written  by 
two  rhinifters  in  the  county  of  Worcefter.  Their  ar¬ 
gument  is,  that  John  Was  a  prieft  in  the  church  of 
lirael,  and  that  when  he  baptized  Jefus,  he  initiated 
him  into  the  office  of  the  priefthood,  to  make  atone¬ 
ment  for  fin,  which  none  can  do  but  the  Soh  of  God. 
And  they  fay,  “  It  will  not  be  denied  by  any,  that 
the  words  wafliing  and  baptifm  are  df  like  im¬ 
port.  d  he  baptifm  of  Chrift  then  muft  be  confider- 
ed  as  the  fulfilment  of  the  law  of  pHeftly  confecra- 
tion.  Yet  as  Aaron  and  his  fons  were  to  wafti  their 
hands  and  feet,  thefe  men  fay,  Is  it  not  almbft  cer¬ 
tain  that  Chrift  was  not  plunged  all  over  in  water 
Anfwer,  Mofes  was  to  bring  Aafort  and  his  fons  irn^ 
to  the  door  of  the  tabernacle,  and  to  wajh  them  with 
Water.  This  was  done  once  by  Mofes,  at  their  con- 
fecratiorti  But  Aaron  and  his  fonS  Were  to  waflr 
their  own  hands  and  feet,  from  time  to  time.  Exod. 

d*  XXX.  tpj  21.  Lev.  viii.  b.  In  the  firft  cafe 
there  is  no  mention  of  hands  and  feet.  Mofes  walli- 
od  them  all  over.  But  if  waftung  their  hands  and 
feet  was  baptifm,  then  Aaron  and  his  fons  were  dna- 
baptijis.^  Yea,  and  they  baptized  themfelves  too, 
which  is  oppofite  to  all  ideas  of  gofpel  baptifm.  Nei¬ 
ther  had  John  any  right  by  the  law  of  Mofes  to  con- 

D  2  fecrate 
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fecrate  Jefns  as  a  priefl  in  the  Hebrew  church.  For  ? 
it  is  evident  that  our  Lord  fprang  out  of  Judah,  of 
which  tribe  Mofes  fpake  nothing  concerning  priefl-  • 
hood.  And  it  is  yet  far  more  evident  ;  for  that  after  , 
the  fimilitude  of  Melchizedek  there  arifeth  another  ' 
priefl,  who  is  made,  not  after  the  law  of  a  carnal  com¬ 
mandment,  but  after  the  power  of  an  endlefs  Hft\ 
Yea,  he  is  of  an  order  above  Abraham  ;  and  the 
prieflhood  of  Aaron  is  difannulled.  Heb.  vii.  5 — 19.  I 
And  his  children  fay  joyfully  to  hirn.  Thou  art  wor- 
thy  to  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the  feals  thereof ;  ■ 
for  thou  waft  flain,  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  God  by 
thy  bloody  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  peo-  : 
pie,  and  nation  ;  and  haft  made  i^s  unto  our  God  kings  j 
and  priejls^  and  we  lhall  reign  on  the  earth.  Rev.  v.  » 
9,  10.  ’  So  Peter  fays  to  all  who  are  born  again,  Ye  ^ 
are  a  chofen  generation,  a  royal  priejlhood^  an  holy  c 
nation,  a  peculiar  people,  i  Pet.  ii.  9.  By  the  death  t 
of  Chrift  he  difannulled  all  claims  to  power  by  natr  ^ 
ural  birth,  and  united  the  great  offices  of  pricfts 
and  kings  in  his  church,  in  thofe  who  are  born  of 
the  Spirit.  Jefus  is  the  only  law-giver  for  his  church,  ; 
and  his  children  are  the  only  executors  thereof  in  his  • 
name.  And  God  fays.  Beware  left  any  man  fpoil  ■ 
you  through  philofophy  and  vain  deceit^  after  the  tra-  , 
dition  of  men,  after  the  rudiments  of  the  world,  and  ; 
nol  after  Chrift.  For  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefs  ^ 
of  the  Godhead  bodily  ;  and  ye_are  mnplete  in  him,  ; 
who  is  the  HEAD  of  all  principality  and  power.  In  j 
whom  alfo  ye  are  circumcifed  with  the  circumcifion  ' 
made  without  hands,  in  putting  off  the  body  of  the 
fins  of  the  flefti,  by  the  circumcifion  of  Chrift  ;  hurt- 
gd  with  him  ip,  baptifni,  wherein  alfo  ye  are  rifen  with  i 
him  through  the  faith  of  the  operation  of  God,  who  i 
hath  raifed  him  from  the  dead.  Col.  ii.  8—12.  Yet ; 
philofophy  and  vain  deceit  hath  prevailed  fo  long,  | 
that  it  is  now  denied  that  Chriftians  fliould  imitate 

the  baptifm  of  Chrift,  becaufe  the  ceremonial  law  was  . 

not! 
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not  abolifhcd  until  his  dcnth.  But  thu  fiintc  nion  hold 
infant  baptifni  from  the  covenant  of  circumcilion, 
which  was  the  foundation  of  the  national  church  of 
Ifrael.  Yea,  Mr.  Filh,  one  of  the  authors  of  thia 
book,  piibliflied  one  before,  in  1772,  which  Ije  called 
Japheih  dwelling  in  the  tents  of  Shcm,  from  Gen.  ix. 
37  j  in  which  he  went  back  ten  generations  before 
Abraham,  for  a  warrant  for  infant  baptifm.  And 
their  eflay  now,  to  prove  that  the  baptifm  of  Chrift  is 
not  to  be  imitated  by  Chriftians,  hath  been  fo  pleaf- 
ing  to  the  world,  that  it  hath  palfed  three  editions. 

_yil.  And  the  folly  of  mep  in  other  refpefts  is 
daily  expofed.  For  the  law  in  Connecticut,  called. 
An  adt  for  fecuring  the  rights  of  cqnfcience  in  matr 
ters  of  religion,  to  Chriftians  of  every  denomination 
in  this  State,”  proved  to  be  fo  inclfedtual  to  their 
purpofe,  that  they  made  an  addition  thereto  in  May, 
1791.^  By  this  addition  no  certificate  could  be  legal 
until  It  was  approbated  by  two  juftices  of  the  peace’ 
ar  only  by  one  if  there  was  no  more  in  the  town 
ivhere  the  dilfenter  lived.  Thus  the  civil  authority 
n  the  uppermoft  religious  party  in  their  State,  were  to 
udge  the  confciences  of  all  men  who  dilTented  from 
heir  worftiip.  And  when  they  had  done  it,  the  adi 
ays,  “  Which  certificate,  upon  being  lodged  with 
he  clerk  of  the  ecclefiaftical  fociety  in  winch  fuch 
hflenter  dwells,  Ihall  thereafter,  fo  long  as  he  lhali 
ttend  the  public  worftiip  of  the  church  or  cono-re. 
lation  to  which  he  has  joined  himfeif,  and  ftiall  cop. 
mue  to  pay  fuch  his  proportion,  towards  the  fup, 
'ort  of  the  public  worftiip  and  nftniftry  thereof,  ex- 
mpt  him  from  all  civil  obligation  to  the  fociety  from 
mien  he  diflents,  excepting  taxes  granted  before  the 
me  fuch  certificate  is  lodged  with  the  clerk  of  faid 

-Atid  this  is  a  plain  imitation 
r  the  Britifti  parliament,  who  refolved  in  1775,  that 
ley  would  not  tax  any  colony  in  America,  who, 
lould  raife  as  piuch  iponey  among  themfelves  for 

the 
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the  fupport  of  government,  as  the  parliament  judgecj. 
that  they  ought  to,  as  long  as  they  did  fo,  and  no 
longer.  But  as  God  hath  delivered  us  from  that 
tyranny,  how  can  any  fubmit  to  a  like  tyranny  over 
the  confciences  of  men  ?  For  a  freehold  rated  at  fifty 
fhillings,  or  forty  pounds  in  the  common  lift,  gives 
every  inhabitant  in  Connefticut  the  power  of  voting 
for  their  legiflature,  and  of  being  elefted  into  it. 
And  all  the  privilege  that  their  churches  have,  in 
the  choice  and  fupport  of  their  minifter  s,  is  that  com¬ 
municants  may  vote  with  the  reft  of  the  congregation 
in  thefe  affairs,  if  they  have  not  fo  mucft  eftate  as  is 
required  of  voters  for  rulers,  and  are  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  But  a  great  part  of  their  minifters  and 
churches  readily  receiye  perfons  into  their  commu¬ 
nion,  without  any  evidence  of  their  being  born  again. 
And  for  one  party  of  fuch  men  to  affume  the  power 
of  judging  the  confciences  of  all  who  diffented  from 
their  worlhip,  alarmed  many  in  all  parts  of  the  gov- 
eminent,  and  they  drew  up  a  remonftrance  and  pe¬ 
tition,  in  which  they  faid,  “We  cannot  find  that 
Jefus  Chrift  or  his  apoftles  ever  gave  orders  to  civil 
rulers  to  eftablifti  the  Chriftian  religion  at  large,  much 
lefs  one  diftinguifhed  denomination,  who  profefs  it, 
and  ufe  the  civil  law  to  fupport  its  doftrines,  forms  or 
preachers  ;  or  that  the  fubjefts  of  Chrift’s  kingdom 
(which  is  not  of  this  world)  fhould  acknowledge  any 
ruler  but  Chrift  alone,  in  religious  concerns.  And 
we  long  to  fee  religion  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
Chrift,  to  be  governed  alone  by  his  laws  ;  that  the 
grand  controverfy  may  be  decided,  whether  religion 
is  fuch  an  adjeftive  that  it  cannot  ftand  of  itfelf,  or 
fo  important  that  it  will  fupport  itfelf  upon  its  own 
merits,  and  all  who  truft  in  it.^^  TLhis  produced  a 
repeal  of  faid  law,  in  Oftober,  179^  ?  though  they 
then  made  another,  to  allow  every  man  to  give  in  his 

own  certificate,  if  he  diffented  from  the  ruling  fed. 

VIII.  The 
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VIII.  The  uppermofl:  party  among  Chriftians  have 
ever  had  the  command  of  all  colleges,  to  educate 
religious  teachers,  as  well  as  other  men  of  fuperior 
learning,  until  very  lately.  Even  in  1780,  no  min- 
ifters  but  Congregational  minifters  were  allowed  to  be 
overfeers  of  the  univerfity  at  Cambridge,  by  the 
Maffachufetts  conftitution  of  government.  And 
great  fums  have  been  given  to  that  univerfity  by  the 
government,  from  time  to  time,  ever  fince  it  began  in 
1638.  But  as  Providence  and  Rhode-Ifland  colony 
was  planted  by  men  who  were  baniflied  from  the 
Maffachufetts,  becaufe  they  confcientioully  diffented 
from  the  ufe  of  force  in  religious  affairs,  and  that 
colony  fuffered  amazingly  from  neighbour  colonies 
for  more  than  an  hundred  years,  the  people  therein 
have  grown  up  with  great  prejudices  againft  colleges, 
and  againft  obeying  the  laws  of  Chrift  for  the  fup- 
port  of  his  minifters.  •  But  as  a  minifter  died  this 
year,  who  hath  done  much  towards  removing  thofc 
prejudices,  I  fliall  give  a  concife  account  of  the  affair. 
Mr.  Ifaac  Eaton,  who  was  paftor  of  the  Baptift 
church  at  Hopewell  in  New-Jerfey,  from  1748  to 
1772,  fet  up  a  fchool  for  the  education  of  youth  for 
the  miniftry,  as  well  as  for  other  callings,  in  1756, 
and  kept  it  for  eleven  years.  One  of  his  fcholars 
was  Mr.  James  Manning,  who  went  from  his  fchool 
to  the  college  at  Princeton,  where  he  took  his  firft 
degree  in  September,  1 762.  And  as  the  Philadelphia 
Affociation  were  for  erefting  a  college  in  Rhode- 
Ifland  government,  they  fixed  their  eyes  upon  him 
as  a  proper  leader  in  the  affair.  He  therefore  called 
in  at  Newport,  on  his  voyage  to  Halifax,  in  July, 
1763,  and  propofed  the  matter  to  a  number  of  Bap¬ 
tift  gentlemen,  who  readily  concurred  therewith  ; 
and  as  they  had  a  high  opinion  of  a  learned  Congre¬ 
gational  minifter  among  them,  they  defired  him  to 
make  a  draught  of  a  charter  for  a  college  in  that  gov¬ 
ernment.  It  was  propofed  to  take  in  fome  mem¬ 
bers 
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bers  of  the  feveral  denominations  among  them,  but 
that  the  Baptifts  Ihould  always  be  the  majority  of  the 
corporation.  He  drew  a  charter  which  appeared  tq 
be  upon  this  plan,  and  it  was  introduced  into  their 
legillature ;  but  a  Baptift  gentlernan  difcerned  that 
there  was  a  door  left  open  for  the  Congregational 
denomination  to  beconie  the  majority  hereafter. 
Therefore  the  charter  was  not  then  paffed  into  a 
Jaw ;  and  when  their  legillature  met  again,  the  char¬ 
ter  was  not  to  be  found.  When  this '  was  heard  of 
at  Philadelphia,  two  gentlemen  were  fent  frorn 
thence,  who  affifted  in  drawing  a  new  charter,  which 
was  ellablilhed  by  the  legiflature  of  Rhode-Illand  in 
February,  1764  ;  and  Mr.  Manning  renioved  to 
Warren  in  the  fummer  following,  to  preach  to  a 
Baptift  church,  newly  formed  there,  and  to  begin  the 
fchool. 

IX.  In  September,  1765,  he  was  chofeit  prefident; 
of  the  college,  and  diligently  attended  to  the  duties 
thereof,  until  feven  young  gentlemen  took  their  firft 
degree  there,  September  7,  1769.  One  of  them, 
was  afterwards  a  naember  of  Congrefs,  and  then  a 
general  imthe  American  army,  and  laftly  a  judge  of 
the  courts  in  our  weftern  territory,  where  he  diedv 
Three  of  them  are  now  ufeful  Baptift  minifters.  In 
February,  1770,  the  corporation  concluded  to  re- 
move  the  college  to  Providence,  where  a  large 
brick  houfe  was  erefted  for  the  purpofe,  entirely 
by  perfonal  generofity  ;  and  education  was  weft 
carried  on  there,  until  the  Britilli  troops  came 
to  Newport  in  December,  1776,  and  our  army 
came  to  Providence  to  oppofe  them,  and  ufed  the 
college  edifice  as  a  barrack.  After  thefe  obftruc- 
tions  were  removed,  prefident  Manning  engaged 
again  in  the  work  of  education  for  a  little  while,  and 
then  faid  edifice  was  feized,  by  the  order  of  a  coun¬ 
cil  of  war,  for  a  French  hofpital,  on  Lord’s  day, 
June  25,  1780,  while  Dr.  Manning  was  gone  to 

preach 
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preach  in  town^  and  they  held  it  till  May  27,  1782. 
And  although  no  governnient  upon  earth  ever  gave 
any  thing  towards  that  building,  yet  no  repompenfe 
has  ever  been  obtained  for  the  great  damages  which 
were  done  to  it  by  government.^  However,  preli- 
dent  Manning,  being  encouraged  by  the  friends  of 
the  college,  heartily'  engaged  again  in  his  public 
work,  and  learning  flourifhed  under  his  adminiftra- 
dons,  and  the  Baptift  church  in  Providence  enjoyed 
many  bleffings  under  his  miniftry,  until  he  \vas  I'udr 
denly  called  out  of  our  world,  July  29,  1791,  in  the 
53d  year  of  his  age.  Ele  was  fo  well  efteemed  in  the 
government,  that  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to  Con- 
grefs  in  the  fpring  of  1786,  which  office  he  accepted 
ibr  fix  months,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  a  grant  from 
thence  to  indemnify  the  college  at  Providence.  But 
though  he  was  highly  efteemed  in  that  honourable 
body,  yet  it  was  then  out  of  their  pov/er  to  do  juftice 
in  this  cafe,  as  well  as  many  others.  Neither  could 
prefident  Manning  obtain  the  whole  of  his  falary  for 
many  years,  which  was  to  be  paid  out  of  the  intereft 
of  money  that  was  cpllefted  elfewherp,  and  was  lent 
to  Rhode-Ifland  government.  His  perfeverance, 
therefore,  in  the  midft  of  fo  many  difficulties,  and 
his  rifing  above  them  all  in  faithfulnefs  and  kindnefs, 
wall  endear  his  memory  to  the  lateft  pofterity.  And 
thefe  things  demonftrate  to  all  men,  that  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  believers’  baptifm,  and  of  equal  liberty  of  con- 
Icience,  are  more  friendly  to  true  learning  and 
knowledge,  than  any  party  fchemes  of  rejigioh  ever 
w^ere,  or  ever  can  be.  For  all  loving  of  felf  above 
God  and  our  neighbours,  though  covered  with  a 
maft:  of  religion  or  government,  can  never  make  the 
lubjefts  of  it  v/illing  to  have  their  real  charafter  feen. 

X.  And  how  is  this  love  of  felf  now  expofed  in 
our  country  ?  For  the  firft  Congrefs  upon  our  new 
conftitution  met  in  March,  1780,  and  made  laws 

to 

*  Though  there  is  feme  hope  of  it  foon  h'oin  Congrefs. 
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to  regulate  the  trade  of  America,  which  revived 
public  credit,  and  the  merchandife  of  this  country 
wus  carried  round  the  world.  Alfo  the  creditors  of 
government  were  encouraged  to  bring  in  their  notes 
to  the  loan  offices  that  were  appointed  in  each  State, 
where  the  intereft  of  faid  notes  was  caft  up  to  the 
clofe  of  1791  ;  after  which  new  notes. were  given 
out,  of  three  denominations.  The  firfl  were  to 
carry  the  intereft  which  was  formerly  promifed,  the 
lecond  but  half  fo  much,  and  the  third  were  to  pay 
no  intereft  at  all  for  ten  years.  But  who  would 
truii  any  fingle  man  in  the  world,  if  he  fliould  a£t 
in  this  manner  ?  Surely  no  man  upon  earth  could 
obtain  credit  and  efteem  in  fuch  a  way.  And  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  requires  the  gofpel  miniftry 
to  be  committed  to  faithful  men^  fays,  If  we  be  dead 
with  him,  we  ftiall  alfo  live  with  him ;  if  we  fuffer, 
we  ffiall  alfo  reign  with  him  :  if  we  deny  him,  he 
alfo  will  deny  us  :  if  v/e  believe  not,  yet  he  abideth 
faithful ;  he  cannot  deny  hinifelf  2  Tim.  xi.  2 — 13. 
This  is  the  only  line  of  fucccffion  for  his  minifters. 
But  deceitful  men  in  every  ftation  imagine  that  the 
fecurity  of  a  whole  government  is  fo  much  ftronger 
than  the  promifes  of  individuals,  that  they  fay,  Gaft  in 
thy  lot  among  us,  let  us  all  have  one  purfe. — ^Their 
feet  run  to  evil,  and  make  hafte  to  ftied  blood.  This 
God  fays  oi  all  the  world.  Prov.  i.  14,  16.  Rom.  iii. 
15,  19.  How  vain  then  are  all  the  arguments  which 
are  advanced  againft  the  univerfal  depravity  of  man¬ 
kind  ?  Yea,  or  againft  the  power  of  God  in  chang¬ 
ing  the  heart,  who  fays.  Turn  ye  at  my  reproof ; 
behold  I  will  pour  out  my  Spirit  unto  you,  and  will 
make  known  my  words  unto  you  ?  But  all  men  who 
hate  knowledge^  and  will  not  choofe  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  in  this  life,  will  cry  in  vain  for  mercy,  when 
deftruftion  cometh  as  a  whirlwind.  Prov.  i.  23 — 29, 
The  feveral  funding  fyftems  eftabliffied  by  govern¬ 
ment,  as  well  as  fupporting  religious  teachers  by  cora- 

pulfion. 
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pulfion,  have  been  productive  of  oppreflion  and  iiiy 
juftice  ;  and  Jehovah  fays.  Hear  ye  that  are  far  otf 
what  1  have  done  ;  and  ye  that  are  near,  acknowh 
edge  my  might.  The  finners  in  Zion  ate  afraid,  fear- 
fulnefs  hath  furprifed  the  hypocrites  ;  who  among  us 
ifiiall  dwell  with  the  devouring  fire  ?  who  among  us 
fhall  dwell  with  everlafting  burnings  ?  He  that  walk^ 
eth  righteoully,  and  fpeaketh  uprightly,  he  that  def- 
pifeth  the  gain  of  oppreffions,  that  fhaketh  his  hands 
from  holding  of  bribes^  that  ftoppeth  his  ears  from 
hearing  of  bloody  and  fhutteth  his  eyes  from  feeing 
evil.  Ifaiah  xxxiii.  13 — 15.  This  is  the  only  way  of 
fafety  and  happinefs.  But  hov/  oppofite  hereto  were 
the  following  aftions  ? 

XL  A  Baptift  church  was  formed  in  Barnftable 
in  June,  177I5  and  when  they  had  given  in  certificates 
to  the  ruling  feci,  they  were  generally  exempted  from 
taxes  to  their  minifters  for  ten  years.  But  a  frefh  re? 
yival  of  religion  came  on  among  them  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  1781,  and  increafed  their  church  and  foci? 
ety,  until  they  buijt  a  convenient  meeting-houfe,  and 
then  ordained  a  paftor,  December  4,  1788.  He  had 
preached  to  them  for  four  years  before  he  w-as  or¬ 
dained,  yet  in  that  time,  with  three  years  after,  above 
an  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  were  extorted  from  that 
fociety,  for  the  Cohgregational  minifters  of  the  firft 
parifhes  in  Barnftable  and  Yarmouth.  In  January, 
1790,  a  colleftor  in  Barnftable  took  away  a  good 
horfe  from  one  of  the  committee  of  that  Baptift  foci¬ 
ety,  for  a  minifterial  tax  of  lefs  than  two  dollars  ; 
and  though  he  offered  to  return  a  fmall  part  of  the 
value  of  the  horfe,  yet  the  Baptift  gentleman  refufed 
to  receive  it,  and  lo  to  have  fellowfliip  with  their 
works  of  darkuefs.  But  thofe  cruel  oppreffions  were 
purfued,  until  the  committee  of  the  Warren  Affocia? 
tion  met  at  Bofton,  January  24,  1791,  and  wrote  to 
the  officers  of  thofe  two  parifhes  in  fuch  a  manner, 
{hat  they  have  generally  refrained  from  taxing  the 
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Baptifts  to  Congregational  minifters  fmce,  though 
they  have  not  returned  the  money  which  they  had 
before  unjullly  taken  from  them.  The  weft  parifh  in- 
Barnftahlcj  and  many  others  through  the  country 
have  not  madediftrefs  upon  theBaptifts  for  the  fupport 
of  pariih  minifters,  as  thefe  have  done.  And  our  ru- 
lers  give  Baptift  minifters  the  fame  power  to  marry 
people,  and  to  be  exempted  from  civil  taxes,  that 
they  do  to  other  minifters.  But  they  have  not  yet 
gone  fo  far  as  a  king  of  Perfta  did,  \yho  gave  liberally 
for  the  houfe  of  God  out  of  his  own  treafures, 
und  exenipted  the  nnnifters  of  the  fanftuary  from 
civil  taxes,  without  irnpofing  any  minifterial  tax  upon 
the  people.  Ezra  vii.  ii — 24.  And  we  have  no  evb 
dence  that  God  ever  allowed  any  rulers  in  Ifrael  to 
ufe  any  fecular  force  for  the  fupport  of  his  priefts  in 
their  church  ;  but  when  two  priefts  fent  their  ferv- 
ants  to  the  people'  with  this  language.  Thou  fhalt 
give  it  now  y  and  if  not,  I  will  take  it  by  force,  they 
were  both  flain  in  one  day,  and  their  father’s  neck 
was  broke.  For  God  had  ■  faid,  Them  that  honour 
ine,  I  will  honour,  and  they  that  defpife  me  fliall  be 
lightly  efteemed.  1  Sam.  ii.  16,  30.  jv,  ii,  18. 
And  how  far  are  teachers  from  honouring  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  if  they  refufe  to  be  content  with  all  the 
good  things  that  his  laws  and  influence  will  give  them ! 

XII.  Imprifonments  and  fppiling  of  goods,  for 
the  fupport  of  Congregational  minifters  in  Rehoboth, 
for  thirty  years,  had  brought  that  fedt  to  be  the  minor 
part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  5  therefore  they 
pbtained  liberty  to  fell  their  minifterial  lands,  and  an 
a(ft  of  our  legiflature  in  1762,  to  incorporate  the 
committee  who  Ihould  be  annually  elefted  in  each 
pariih,  to  manage  that  fund  of  money,  and  what 
fliould  be  added  to  it  by  fubfcription,  fo  that  the  in- 
tereft  thereof  might  fupport  their  minifters.  And  it 
v/as  fuppofed  that  as  long  as  this  ad:  continued  in 
force,  they  had  no  right  to  tax  all  the  inhabitants  to' 

them. 
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-them,  as  they  had  before  done.  And  this  appeared 
the  more  necelTary,  becaufe  Mr.  Samuel  Peck  was 
ordained  the  pallor  of  a  Congregational  church  iii 
Rehoboth,  Oftober  8^  1751^  who  refufed  to  have 
any  fellowftiip  with  thofe  who  ufed  tax  and  compul- 
fion  in  that  affair  ;  and  he  miniftered  to  them  until 
he  died,  November  26,  lySS^JEt.  82.  But  the  fink¬ 
ing  of  our  public  credit,  and  other  means,  brought 
their  fund  of  money  in  the  firft  parifh  in  Rehoboth 
down  to  lefs  than  fix  hundred  pounds  ;  and  as  Mrw 
JohnEllis  was  inftalled  their  minifterin  March,  1785^ 
with  a  promife  of  a  falary  of  an  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  they  ventured  to  tax  ail  the  inhabitants  to  pay 
it,  though  he  was  hot  elected  by  a  third  part  of  them. 
And  as  they  paid  but  little  more  than  the  falary  of 
one  year  in  five,  he  fued  the  parifh  for  the  reft,  "and 
recovered  judgment  againft  them  in  March,  1791. 
But  they  appealed  to  the  fuperior  court  in  Oftobef 
following  ;  and  they  called  a  parifh  meeting  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  offered  the  ufe  of  their  meeting-houfe, 
and  of  their  fund  of  money  to  Mr.  Ellis’s  party^ 
as  long  as  he  continued  their  minifter,  if  they  would 
pay  off  that  debt,  and  fupport  him,  without  taxing 
any  who  did  not  choofe  him  ;  and  adjourned  for 
three  weeks.  But  as  this  offer  was  not  accepted  at 
their  next  meeting,  fifty  voters  againft  fourteen  voted 
to  fhut  him  out  of  their  meeting-houfe,  and  chofe  a 
fpecial  committee  to  get  Baptift  minifters  to  preach 
therein.  And  as  they  had  not  got  any  Baptift  min¬ 
ifter  to  preach  in  it  the  firft  Lord’s  day  after  he  was 
fhut  out,  he  came  and  demanded  it  to  be  opened  be¬ 
fore  two  juftices  of  the  peace  ;  and  becaufe  it  was  not 
opened,  they  publifhed  an  account  of  it  in  the  Prov¬ 
idence  news-papers,  and  called  the  men  m/urgents* 
who  fhut  him  out.  The  next  Lord’s  day,  while  a 
Baptift  minifter  was  in  the  pulpit,  he  came  and  in¬ 
terrupted  the  public  worfhip  of  God  ;  but  he  was 

brought 

•  A  Q&iac  givftfi  to  fchefs  who  refitted  ©ur  ccorts  in  1726. 
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brought  before  a  juftice  of  peace  therefor,  and  bound 
to  his  good  behaviour  till  the  next  March  court,  and 
Baptift  minillers  preached  in  faid  houfe  all  that  time; 
In  March  he,  with  difficulty,  obtained  a  releafe  from 
thofe  bonds,  though  he  could  not  recover  his  formet' 
place  of  worffiip.  Therefore  his  party  applied  to  our 
legiflature  in  June,  179^5  and  obtained  a  repeal  of 
the  ad:  of  1^62,  which  invefted  their  pariffi  commit¬ 
tee  with  power  to  manage  their  fund  of  money,  and 
an  ad  to  incorporate  his  party  as  the  Congregational 
fociety  in  the  firfl  precind  in  Rehobotffi.  But  as 
they  did  not  obtain  the  meeting-houfe  nor  fund  of 
money  thereby,  they  called  a  fpecial  cotirt  for  that 
purpofe,  Augufl:  30,  1792  ;  yet  judgment  was  then 
given  againft  them,  which  they  were  fo  far  from  yield¬ 
ing  to,  that  they  ruffied  into  the  meeting-houfe  the 
next  Lord’s  day,  and  fome  of  them  continued  in  it 
night  and  day  for  a  fortnight  ;  though  others  alfo 
flayed  there  and  prevented  their  getting  poffeffion  of 
the  houfe.  Afterwards  Ellis’s  party  called  another 
fpecial  court,  who  gave  them  po&ffion  of  faid  houfe, 
XIIL  Now  can  any  man  believe,  that  fuch  pro¬ 
ceedings  as  thefe  have  any  tendency  to  promote  piety, 
religion  or  morality  ?  Yea,  are  they  not  as  contrary 
thereto  as  darknefs  is  to  light  ?  And  thefe  are  the 
natural  effeds  of  fupporting  religious  minillers  by 
force.  Neither  would  that  little  party  at  Rehobotli 
have  been  able  to  go  fo  far  as  they  have  done,  if 
rulers  and  minillers  in  general  had  not  viewed  it  as 
their  own  caufe;  For  if  one  congregation  can  flmt 
their  minifler  out  of  their  meeting-hotife  when  they 
think  proper,  another  may  alfo,  and  fupporting  wor- 
fhip  by  force  will  be  excluded  from  our  land;  And 
though  many  have  refleded  on  the  Baptifts,  becaufe 
(hat  fociety  in  Rehoboth  called  them  in  to  affift  in 
their  worffiip,  and  to  exclude  opprelTors  ;  yet  the  firfl 
pariffies  in  Rochefler  and  Wrentham  have  fliut  their 
miniflers  alfo  out  of  their  mee’tingffioufes,  without 
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any  concern  with  the  Baptifts  therein.  And  it  daily 
appears,  that  the  ruling  party  in  our  land,  as  well  as 
through  the  world,  are  trying  to  grafp  the  honours 
and  profits  of  religion  to  themfelves,  while  they  de^ 
ny  the  power  of  godlinep.  And  the  doftrines  of  grace, 
and  the  order  of  the  firft  churches  in  New-Englaiid, 
are  trampled  upon  through  the  country.  Of  this 
we  have  a  notable  inftance  in  the  town  of  Taunton, 
the  capital  of  Briftol  county.  As  a  number  of  lead¬ 
ing  men  in  that  town  difliked  the  preaching  of  their 
minifter,  they  informed  the  parilli  that  they  had  no 
right  to  vote  him  any  falary,  becaufe  they  were  the 
minor  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  ;  and, 
after  feveral  meetings,  a  council  was  called,  and  he 
was  difmilfed^  near  the  clofe  of  1790.  After  which 
they  obtained  an  incorporation  as  the  Congregational 
fociety  in  Taunton,  with  power  to  fettle  and  fupport 
minifters  by  tax  and  compulfion  ;  only  if  any  mail 
therein  defired  to  withdraw  from  them,  he  might  go 
to  their  clerk  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  get  his  name 
out  of  the  lift,  and  be  free  from  them  for  the  future- 
But  any  number  of  men  can  form  a  ftronger  fociety 
than  this,  without  putting  our  government  to  fuch 
vaft  cofts  as  have  been  laid  upon  us  in  fuch  affairs. 
And  it  foon  appeared,  that  faid  fociety  and  the  firft 
Congregational  church  in  Taunton  could  not  agree 
in  calling  another  minifter  ;  therefore  another  church 
was  formed,  in  open  feparation  from  the  firft  church 
in  Taunton,  and  they  called  a  minifter  who  was  fo 
difagreeable  to  the  firft  church,  that  they  went  and 
built  another  meeting- houfe,  and  called  another  min¬ 
ifter  to  preach  to  them.  But  the  new  party  fent  for 
two  minifters  out  of  Bofton,  and  obtained  ten  more 
from  various  parts  of  the  country,  to  give  a  fanQion 
to  their  proceedings.  And  in  a  Bofton  paper  of 
May  25,  1792,  it  was  faid,  Wednefday,  the  16th 
inftant,  the  Rev.  JohnFofter  was  inftalled  to  the  paf- 
toral  care  of  the  firft  Congregational  church  and  focie- 


S6  A  CHURCH  HISTORY  [Chap.  IL 

ty  mTaunton.’’  And  the  fame  was  declared  in  aProvI- 
dence  paper  ;  though  the  church  in  which  he  was  in- 
flailed  was  confiituted  that  year,  and  the  fociety  the 
year  before.  And  was  not  this/y/;?^-  in  religious  affairs  ? 
And  in  the  winter  following  a  church  was  formed  in 
Pomfret  in  Cohnefticut,  and  a  minifler  was  ordained  ' 
therein,  in  open  feparation  from  the  hrfl:  church  in 
that  town. 

XIV.  Tet  isi  the  Electiori  Serrrioil  at  Bofton,* 
May  30,  1792,  the  niinii'lers  in  general,  who  are  fup- 
ported  by  law  in  our  country,  are  called,  “  The 
Chriftian  frujlhbod.”*  And  a  bo5k  was  publifhed 
there  this  year,  the  whole  labour  whereof  was  tef 
prove  that  all  the  children  of  profeffors  of  Chriftian^ 
ity  are  born  in  the  church,  and  ought  to  come  to  the 
Lord’s  fuppefj  if  they  are  not  openly  fcandalous^ 
whether  they  are  fatisfied  that  they  are  born  again, 
or  noti  And  the  author  fays,  “  It  is  the  will  of  God 
that  many  be  admitted  into  the  church  who  are  not 
in  Imirt  friends  to  him.  And  if  the  greater  part  b^ 
of  this  charaftetjcan  we  imagine  that  the  true  interells 
bf  Chrill’s  kingdom  are  in  any  danger^  while  Chrift 
has  his  enemies  as  much  in  his  power  as  any,  and  can 
ufe  them  as  his  inftruments,  or  reftrain  them,-  or  make 
them  his  willing  people,  or  cut  them  off,  whenever  he' 
pleafes  ?”t  It  is  readily  granted  that  Chrift  has  all  the 
world  under  his  poweti  but  his  revealed  will  requires 
a  profeflion  of  faving  faith  of  all  who  are  received  into 
his  church ;  and  they  who  imagine  that  he  allows 
his  enemies  to  come  into  it,  implicitly  put  him  be¬ 
neath  all  rational  men.  For  all  fudi  men,  be  they 
never  fo  deceitful  themfelves,  yet  endeavour  to  guard 
againft  enemies  in  their  own  families  and  focieties; 
And  Jefus  fays,  I  am  the  door :  by^me  if  any  man  en¬ 
ter  in,  he  fhall  be  fessued.  But  he  affures  us,  that 
Urey  who  climb  tip  feme  other  w'ay  are  thieves  and 

rohhersa 

*  Tiippan's  Sermon,  p.  9* 

f  Hesnmifn'W'Ay’s  Difcoiirfe  conc^nuwg' the  church,  *p’.  $0. 
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robbers.  John  x.  i — 9.  And  he  requires  us  to  con¬ 

tend  earneftly  for  the  faith,  againft  men  who  creep  in 
unawares,  and  turn  the  grace  of  our  God  into  lai'civi- 
■  oufnefs.  Jude  3,4.  Yet  another  book,  which  had  fix 
editions  in  about  two  years,  received  the  fixth  edition 
at  Bofton,  in  the  beginning  of  1793,  which  repre- 
fents  all  rninifters  among  us  as  v/olves  in  fheep’s 
clothing,  vvho  were  not  ordained  by  minifiers  who 
received  their  office  power  by  fuccellion  from  Europe. 
And  the  author  fays,  “  It  is  by  no  means  neceffary, 
that,  by  hiflorical  deduffion,  we  fhouid  prove  an 
uninterrupted  fucceffion  ;  we  have  a  right  to  pre- 
lume  it  until  evidence  appears  to  the  contrary.  If 
any  fay,  the  fucceffion  has  failed,  the  burthen  of 
proof  muft  lie  wholly  on  them. — it  is  well  known, 
that  the  firfl  minifiers  in  the  country  were  ordained 
in  England  by  men  whofe  authority  is  not  contro¬ 
verted.”*  Thus  he  builds  his  fcheme  upon  nega¬ 
tives  ;  but  God  fays.  Who  hath  required  this  at  your 
band  to  tread  my  courts  ? — Your  hands  are  full  of 
blood.  Ifaiah  i.  12,  15.  And  how  much  hath  this 
been  the  character  of  all  national  churches  ?  And  can 
bloody  hznM  convey  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  others  ff 
XV.  After  the  Babylonian  captivity,  the  priefts 
who  could  not  ffiew  a  regijler  of  their  lawful  defcent 
from  Aaron,  were,  as  polluted,  put  from  the  priefi- 
hood,  until  a  Prieft  ftood  up  with  Urim  and  Thum- 
mim.  Ezra  ii.  62,  63.  The  words  fignify  light  and 
perfeaion,  which  is  found  only  in  the  Son  of  God, 

F  -who 

^  Latnrop's  Difcourfes  on  Matt.  vli.  15,  16.  p.  56,  63. 

f  An  eminent  author  who  lately  lived  in  Italy,  the  head  of  the  church 
Rome,  fays,  “To  the  art  of  printing  it  is  owing,  that  the  atrocious 
Crimes  of  our  anceftors,  who  wrere  alternately  flaves  and  tyrants,  are  become 
lefs  frequent.  They  may  contemplate  the  effe(5i:s  of  what  was  fo  improperly 
called  ancient  fimplicity  and  good  faith  ;  humanity  groaning  under  implaca¬ 
ble  fuperflition,  the  avarice  and  ambition  of  a  few  ftaining  with  human  blood 
the  thrones  and  palaces  of  kings,  fecret  treafons  and  public  maffacres,  every 
noble  a  tyrant  over  the  people,  and  the  minifiers  of  Chrift  bathing  their 
hands  in  blood,  in  the  name  of  the  God  of  all  mercy.”  T^he  marquis 
Beccaria  on  Crimes  and  Punijhmsnts^  p.  25,  26.  Yet  an  external  fucceffion  of 
imnifterial  power,  through  all  that  blood  and  wdekednefs,  is  ftill  held  fall  by 
•lany  in  Europe  and  America.  ^ 
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who  Is  the  Author  of  eternal  falvation  unto  all  them 
who  obey  him.  And  to  fuch  it  is  faid.  Therefore 
leaving  the  principles  of  the  dodrine  of  Chrift,  let 
us  go  on  unto  perfedion  ;  not  laying  again  the  foun^ 
dation  of  repentance  from  dead  works,  and  of  faith 
towards  God,  of  the  dodrine  of  baptifms,  and  of 
laying  on  of  hands,  and  of  refurredion  of  the  dead, 
and  of  eternal  judgment.  Heb.  v.  5—9.  vi.  i,  2. 
Now  the  principles  of  repentance  from  dead  works, 
of  faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  of  refurredion  of  the 
dead,  and  of  eternal  judgment,  were  never  known 
by  men  but  by  pure  revelation  from  God ;  and  the 
fame  is  true  of  regeneration,  and  of  juftification  by 
our  fins  being  laid  upon  Chrift  our  facrifice.  For 
God  faves  us  by  the  wajhing  of  regeneration,  and 
renewing  of  the  Floly  Ghoft,  which  he  fhed  on  us 
abundantly  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Saviour.  Ti¬ 
tus  hi.  5,  6.  And  the  word  baptifms^  here  in  the 
fixth  chapter,  is  rendered  wajldings  in  the  ninth, 
which  fpeaks  of  a  more  perfect  tabernacle,  in  which 
Chrift,  through  the  eternal  Spirit,  offered  himfelf 
without  fpot  to  God,  to  purge  the  confcience  from 
dead  works  to  ferve  the  living  God.  For  by  one 
offering  he  hath  perfected  forever  them  that  are  fanc- 
tified.  Heb.  Ix.  10 — 14.  x.  14.  God  required  the 
laying  on  of  hands  upon  offerings  for  fin,  not  lefs  than 
nine  times  in  the  law’ of  Mofes.  Levit.  i.  4.  hi.  2,  8, 
13.  iv.  4,  15,29.  xvi.  2[.  Numb,  viii,  12.  And  an 
infpired  prophet  fays.  All  we  like  fheep  have  gone 
aftray  ;  we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  owm  way, 
and  the  Lord  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all.  Ifaiah 
liii.  6.  And  Jefus  faid,  I  lay  down  my  life  for  the 
fheep.  John  X.  15.  And  Peter  fays.  His  own  felf 
bare  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree.  1  Peter  ii. 
24.  And  this  foundation  is  never  to  be  laid  again. 
The  gofpel  ordinance  of  baptifm  is  always  in  the 
fingular  number,  but  the  walkings  under  the  law 
were  many.  And  God  fays  to  his  children.  There  is 

one 
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one  body,  and  one  Spirit,  even  as  ye  are  called  in 
one  hope  of  your  calling  ;  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one 
baptifm,  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  who  is  above  all, 
and  through  all,  and  in  you  all.  Eph.  iv.  4 — 6.  But 
the  holding  to  an  external  laying  on  of  hands  upon 
officers,  as  a  foundation  point  in  minifferial  authority, 
hath  made  them  lords  over  God’s  heritage,  in  every 
age,  and  in  every  country  where  the  Ghriibian  name 
hath  been  known,  iind  holding  to  the  laying  on  of 
hands  upon  every  member,  after  baptifm,  hath  caufed 
.  great  divifions  among  the  Baptiif s,  which  ffiould  put 
all  upon  examination  of  this  point.  Laying  on  of 
hands  upon  officers  in  ordination,  is  no  more  than  a 
fclemn  fwearing  of  them  to  be  faithful  in  their  work, 
and  civil  rulers  are  alfo  induded  into  their  offices  by 
an  oath,  after  the  people  have  given  them  their  pow¬ 
er,  which  they  can  take  away  again  at  appointed 
times.  And  this  was  the  original  plan  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  churches  in  New-Engiand  ;  only  none 
were  allowed  to  give  minifters  their  power,  but  thofe 
ivho  were  judged  to  be  real  Chriflians. 

XVI.  The  hrft  church  in  Dorcltefter,  with  Mr. 
Wareham  their  minifter,  removed  up  to  V/indfor, 
and  began  the  colony  of  Connedicu’t,  in  1631;,  in 
which  year  Mr.  Richard  Mather  came  over  to  Dor- 
chefter.  And  on  April  ii,  1636,  a  meeting  was 
held  there  for  the  purpofe  of  gathering  a  new  church ; 
but  it  was  not  then  done,  becaufe  the  rulers  and 
minifters  prefent  were  not  fatisfied  with  the  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  moft  of  the  perfons  who  were  to  be  of 
the  church.  “  Moft  of  them  had  burdened  their 
comfort  of  falvation  upon  uni'ourid  grounds,  viz. 
Some  upon  dreams  and  raviffies  of  Ipirit  by  fits  ; 
others  upon  the  reformation  of  their  lives  ;  others 
upon  duties  and  performances,  &c.  wherein  they 
difcovered  three  fpecial  errors,  i.  That  they  had 
not  come  to  hate  fm  becaufe  it  was  fdthy,  but  only 
left  it  becaufe  it  was  hurtful.  2.  That  by  reafon  of 
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this  they  had  never  truly  clofed  with  Chrift  (or  rather 
Chrift  with  them)  but  had  made  ufe  of  him  only  to 
help  the  imperfeftion  of  their  fanclification  and  du¬ 
ties,  and  not  made  him  their  fanftification,  wifdom, 
&c.  3.  They  expected  to  believe  by  fome  power  of 

their  own,  and  not  only  and  wholly  from  Chrift.” 
And  in  1639,  their  legiflature  puniPned  a  minifter 
and  fome  people  at  Weymouth  feverely,  for  attempt¬ 
ing  to  gather  a  church  tliere,  in  which  all  baptized 
ones  might  communicate  v/ithout  any  farther  trial  of 
them.”*  This  account  was  given  by  governor 
Winthrop,  one  of  the  greateft  and  beft  men  then  in 
New -England.  And  as  no  men  had  a  vote  in  the 
choice  of  minifters  but  communicants  in  their  church¬ 
es,  fo  they  held  the  powxr  of  ordination  to  be  in  each 
church.  Mr.  Cotton  faid,  The  power  of  the  min- 
ifterial  calling  is  derived  chiefly  from  Chrift,  fur- 
nifhing  his  fervants  with  gifts  fit  for  the  calling  ;  and 
nextly  from  the  church  (or  congregation)  who,  ob- 
ferving  fuch  whom  the  Lord  hath  gifted,  do  elefl: 
and  call  them  forth  to  come  and  help  them.” 
Again  he  fays,  Though  it  be  our  manner  (and  as 
w^e  believe  accordingno  the  word)  that  every  church 
choofeth  and  calleth  their  own  minifters,  and  or- 
daineth  them  by  the  prefbytery  of  the  fame  church  ; 
yet  if  the  prefbytery  of  other  churches  commend 
a  minifter  to  a  vacant  church,  and  upon  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  the  church,  if  the  prefbyters  of  thofe  churches 
do  ordain  him,  with  the  confent  of  the  church,  we 
do  not  profefs  that  this  is  no  calling  of  Chrift,  or  that 
thefe  are  no  minifters  of  Chrift. ”t  And  the  next 
year  they  faid  in  the  Cambridge  platform,  In  fuch 
churches  where  there  are  elders,  impofition  of  hands 
in  ordination  is  to  be  performed  by  thofe  elders. 
In  fuch  churches  where  there  are  no  elders,  impofi¬ 
tion  of  hands  may  be  performed  by  fome  of  the 

brethren 

*  Winthrop’s  Journal,  p.  98,  171. 

f  Anfwer  to  Williams,  part  fccond,  1647,  p.  ^2,  131. 
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brethren  orderly  chofen  by  the  church  thereunto. 
— Neverthelefs,  in  fuch  churches  where  there  are 
no  ciders,  and  the  church  fo  defire,  we  fee  not  why 
impofition  of  hands  may  not  be  performed  by  the 
elders  of  other  churches.'"  They  alfo  fay,  In  cafe 
an  elder  offend  incorrigibly,  the  .matter  fo  requiring, 
as  the  church  had  power  to  call  him  to  office, Vo  they 
have  power  according  to  order  (the  council  of  other 
churches,  where  it  may  be  had,  direfiing  thereto)  to 
remove  him  from  his  office.  ^  Now  it  is  a  known 
rule  in  grammar,  that  though  a  parenthefis  is  ufeful 
in  Its  place,  yet  the  fenfe  is  complete  without  it. 
But  in  our  day,  moft  of  thofe  who" are  called  Con¬ 
gregational  ininifters,  deny  the  church's  power  to 
oidain  or  difmifs  them,  unlefs  a  nrutual  council  di- 
1  ect  thereto.  Ihus  they  have  gone  off  from  the 
fiift  piincipies  of  Congregational  churches,  while 
they  ^  hold  the  name  for  w^orldly  ends.  But  Mr. 
\Villiam  Hubbard,  in  his  maiiufcript  hiflory,  wndtten 
in  1680,  fays,  d  here  is  no  jurifdicHon,  to  which  as 
fuch  pai  ticular  churches  are  or  ought  to  be  fubjeft 
(oe  it  placed  in  clafles  or  fynod)  by  w^ay  of  authori^ 
tative  cenfure,  nor  any  church  power,  extrinfical  to 
the  faid  churches,  which  they  ought  to  have  depend- 
ence  upon  any  other  fort  of  men  for  the  exercife 
of.'"  And  Mr.  Jonathan  Mitchel  of  Cambridge  had 
before  faid,  '^  The  over  enlarging  of  full  commun 
nion,  or  admiffion  of  perfons  thereto,  upon  fight 
qualifications,  without  infilling  upon  the  practical 
and  fpiritual  part  of  religion,  will  not  only  lofe  the 
power  of  godlinefs,  but  in  a  little  time  bring  in  pro- 
fanenefs,  and  ruin  the  churches,  thefe  two  ways. 
I.  Eleftion  of  minifters  will  foon  be  carried  by  a 
formal  loofer  fort.  2.  The  exercife  of  difcipline 
will  by  this  means  be  rendered  impoffible.  Difci- 
phne  falling,  profanenefs  rifeth  like  a  flood.  For 
the  major  part,  w^anting  zeal  againfl  fin,  will  folder 
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licendoufnefs.  It  is  not  fetting  down  good  rules  and 
directions,  that  will  falve  it ;  for  the  Ipecification  of 
government  is  from  men,  not  from  laws.  Let  nev¬ 
er  fo  good  a  form  of  government  be  agreed  upon, 
it  will  foon  degenerate,  if  the  inftruments  wLo  man¬ 
age  it  be  not  good.’^'^  Mr.  Mitchel  died  in  1668, 
when  he  had  no  idea  of  their  admitting  any  men  to 
a  governing  vote  for  paftors  of  churches,  but  com¬ 
municants  therein ;  and  he  gave  thefe  weighty  rea- 
fons  againft  receiving  any  to  communion  without 
good  evidence  of  their  being  godly  perfons  ;  and 
Dr.  Increafe  Mather  dedicated  thefe  things  to  the 
college  at  Cambridge  in  1697,  which  he  was  then 
prefident.  And  how  can  any  men  reafonably  com¬ 
plain  of  the  Baptifts  for  their  holding  fall  the  good 
principles  of  our  fathers,  and  renouncing  their  mif- 
takes  ?  Efpecially  the  laying  of  bands  upon  children 
before  they  could  choofe  for  themfelves,  and  forcing 
all  to  fupport  fuch  worfliip  ?  Had  it  not  been  for 
thefe  two  evils,  the  characters  of  the  fathers  of  New- 
England  w^opld  outlhine  almoft  any  men  who  have 
lived  in  latter  ages.  Indeed  the  fathers  of  Plymouth 
colony  renounced  all  the  ufe  of  force  to  fupport 
their  minilfers. 


^  Dedication  of  Mitchel’s  Life,  p.  17,  18 
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CHAR  III. 

I.  They  who  deny  Infant  Baptifm  are  compared  to  Ba>^ 
laam,  II.  Evidence  that  the  Covenant  of  Circunu 
clfton  is  repealed.  III.  The  Error  of  Balaam  de^ 
feribed.  IV,  Miftakes  of  good  Men  corrected.  V. 
The  Covenant  with  Abraham  opened.  VI.  Cor¬ 
ruptions  at  Providence  expofed*  Vil.  And  alfo  at 
Rochejier,  VIIL  The  Importance  of  having  the 
Government  of  Church  and  State  diftindl.  IX.  Ty^ 
rannical  Power  grows  weaker  in  our  Land.  X. 
Marks  of  falfe  Teachers  confidered.  XL  Extrads 
'  from  Williams  and  Cotton.  XII.  And from  Blather^ 
about  Congregational  Churches.  XIIL  A  concife 
View  of  the  prefent  State  of  Government  and  Religion. 
XIV.  Many  pradically  deny  that  Chrijl  is  come. 

I.  Having  deferibed  the  firft  principles  of  Con¬ 
gregational  churches,  let  us  fee  how  they  are  now 
held  by  eminent  men.  A  book  was  publiflied  in  Bof- 
ton  in  the  beginning  of  1793,  which  hath  had  a  moft 
rapid  fale,  wherein  are  the  following  things.  The 
author  fays,  The  apoftles,  when  they  firft  began 
to  adminifter  Chriftian  baptifo,  and  form  a  church, 
baptized  none  but  fuch  who  gladly  received  the  word. 
A6ts  ii.  41.  When  the  eunuch  defired  to  be  bap-  ' 
tized,  Philip  faid.  If  thou  believeji  with  all  thine  heart 
thou  mayeji.  Ads  viii,  37.  This  implies  that  he  was 
not  qualified  for  baptifm,  or  a  fit  fubjeft  of  that  ordi¬ 
nance,  unlefs  fie  were  a  true  believer  in  Chriil  ;  and 
that  he  could  not  baptize  him,  unlefs  he  profeffed 
and  appeared  to  be  fuch  a  believer, But  in  order 
to,  find  a  warrant  for  infant  baptifm,  he  goes  back  to 
the  covenant  of  circumcifion  which  God  made  with 

‘  Abraham^ 

*  The  Syftem  of  Doctrines,  contained  In  divine  revelation,  explained  and 
defended.  By  Samuel  Hopkins,  D.  D.  Paftor  of  the  ftril  Congregational 
f^hurch  in  Newport.  Vol.  II.  p.  506. 


64  A  CHURCH  HISTORY  [Chap.  IIL 

Abraham,  and  holds  that  it  never  was  repealed. 
And,  after  much  labour  to  prove  this  point,  he  fays. 

They  who  are  expeftingand  demanding,  that  Chrift 
or  his  apoftles  fhould  exprefsiy  renew  and  enjoin  on 
Chriftians,  the  appointment  and  command  of  God, 
to  apply  to  the  infants  of  believers  the  initiating  feal 
of  the  covenant,  in  order  to  warrant  men  to  do  it  ; 
refufing  to  acquiefce  in  the  decilion  of  this  poiiit, 
which  God  had  already  made  ;  iftl:)e  argument  above 
be  conclujive^  are  imitating  jBalaam,  who  did  not  reff 
fatisfied  with  the  decilion  v/hich  God  had  once  made, 
refpefting  his  going  to  curfe  Ifrael,  but  expedled  and 
required  that  God  fhould  fpeak  again,  if  he  did  really 
forbid  his  doing  it.^’*  Thele  are  the  words  of  a  min-f 
ifter  w^ho  hath  made  fuch  additions  to  Calviiiifm  that 
his  plan  is  called  Hopkintonianifm  through  America. 
And  if  his  argument  is  conclufive^  the  Baptilts  are  fome 
of  the  w^orlf  men  upon  earth,  as  Balaam  was  fuch  an. 
one.  But  if  he  is  entirely  miftaken,  and  God  hath 
difannulled  the  national  covenant  which  he  made  with 
Abraham,  it  is  very  hurtful  for  any  to  hold  the  con¬ 
trary.  ^  It  is  therefore  of  great  importance  for  all  to 
have  right  ideas  of  this  fubjeff.  And  the  following 
confiderations  are  offered  for  that  end. 

II.  f  irff,  Abraham  had  no  right  to  circumcife  any 
flranger,  until  he  had  bought  him  as  a  fei  'vant  for 
money.  Gen,  xvii.  12,  13.  But  God  fays  to  his  chil- 
dren.  Ye  are  bought  with  a  price^  be  not  ye  the  ferv^^ 
ants  of  men.  i  Cor.  vii.  23.  And  he  fays  to  his  min^ 
iflers,  Feed  the  church  of  God,  which  he  hath  pur-^ 
chafed  with  his  own  blood.  Afts  xx.  28.  He  alfo  fays. 
Ye  have  fold  yourfelves  for  nought,  and  ye'fnairbe 
redeemed  without  money.  And  this  is  the  gofpel  of 
peace.  Ifaiah  Iji.  3,  7.  Rom.  x.  15.  Thus  do  the 
apoflles  explain  the  prophets.  Secondly,  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael  had  no  right  to  receive  flrangers  into  • 
the  church  by  houfeholds,  until  the  day  in  which  they 

caing 

*  Ibid.  p.  ^18,  margin/ 
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came  out  of  Egypt,  when  the  pallbver  was  infdtiited. 
And  then  God  laid,  Every  man’s  fervant  that  is  bought 
for  money,  when  thou  hail  circumcifed  him,  then  fliali 


he  eat  thereof.  Exod.  xii.  44—48.  Circumcifion 
and  the  paffover  were  as  binding  upon  fervants  as 
children  3  and  both  ordinances  pointed  to  the  blood 
of  Chriu,  which  he  was  to  flied  for  his  people,  /ind, 
in  reference  to  that,  God  faid,  Behold,  the  days  come, 
laith  the  Lord,  that  I  will  make  a  new  covenant  with 
the  houfe  of  Ifraei,  and  wdth  the  houfe  of  Judah  ; 
not  according  to  the  covenant  that  I  made  with  their 


fathers  in  the  day  that  I  took  them  by  the  hand,  to 
bring  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  jer.  xxxi.  31, 
32.  And  an  infpired  apoftle  fays.  In  that  he  faith, 
A  new  covenant,  he  hath  made  the  firft  old.  Now 


that  which  decayeth  and  waxeth  old  is  ready  to  van- 
iili  away.  He  taketh  away  the frjl^  that  he  may  eftab- 
\iih  th.Q  fecond.  Heb.  viii.  7 — 13,  x.  9.  And  can 
old  and  new,  firft  and  fecond,  mean  but  one  cove¬ 
nant  Surely  no.  Thirdly,  Circumcifion  is  the  name 
which  God  gave  to  his  covenant  with  Abraham, 
Adts  vii.  8.  And  though  Jews  and  Mahometans  are 
ftill  zealous  for  it,  yet  all  Chriftians  aliov/  that  cir¬ 
cumcifion  is  repealed.  But  after  the  apoftolic  age, 
men  took,  away  the  name  v/hich  God  gave  to  that 
covenant,  and  added  the  name  grace  to  it  ;  and  thev 
held  that  dominion  is  founded  in  grace.  And  from 
thence  the  nations  have  made  merchandfe  of  all  the 
vanities  of  time,  and  oi  faves  and  fouls  of  men.  But 
Vcio  plagues  of  Babylon  will  come  upon  all  men  who 
add  to  the  word  of  God,  and  take  away  from  the 
words^  of  his  boon,  if  they  reiufe  to  come  out  of  that 
pradtice.  Rev.  xviii.  4—13.  xxii.  18,  19.  And 
there  is  not  a  woid  in  ail  the  bible  for  bringing  aiiv 
child  to  baptifm  without  his  owm  profeffion  of  faith 
Chrift,  nor  for  rorcing  any  man  to  fupport  any  ' 
religious  minifter  ;  and  all  national  churches  are  built 
upon  thefe  two  fuper(litions.  Fourthly,  Circuinci- 

fiOU 


66  A  CHURCH  HISTORY  [Chap.  IIL 

fion  was  the  fhedding  of  human  blood  ;  and  when 
Abraham  received  it,  it  was  a  feal  of  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  the  faith  which  he  before  had  in  Chrift,  in 
whom  believers  are  luftified  by  his  blood*  Rom,  iv. 
1 1,  23.  V.  9.  Gal,  iii.  16.  Gen.  xv.  6.  xvii.  24. 
It  was  a  feal  to  him  ;  but  neither  drcumcifion 
nor  baptilm  are  ever  called  feals  to  any  other 
perfon  in  all  the  bible.  But  God  fays  to  true  be¬ 
lievers  in  Chrift,  In  whom  alfo  after  that  ye  be¬ 
lieved,  ye  were  fealed  with  that  Holy  Spirit  of  prom- 
ife.  And  he  alfo  fays.  Grieve  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
God,  whereby  ye  are  fealed  unto  the  day  of  redempr 
lion.  Eph.  i.  13.  iv.  30.  After  believing  in  Chrlfc, 
the  Holy  Spirit  feals  the  merits  of  his  death,  and  the 
promifes  of  his  grace  to  the  foul.  And  all  believers 
from  the  beginning,  looked  through  the  bloody  ordi¬ 
nances  which  God  appointed,  to  the  blood  of  Chrift 
for  juftification.  And  after  the  bead  arofe  out  of  the 
bottomlefs  pit,  God  faid.  All  that  dwell  upon  the 
earth  fliall  worfaip  him,  whofe  names  are  not  written 
in  the  book  of  life  of  the  Lamb  fain  from  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  world.  Rev.  xiii.  8.  Force  and  cruelty 
is  the  general  charafter  of  the  bead  ;  but  Jefus,  who 
is  the  root  and  offspring  of  David^  will  caufe  all  evil 
beafls  to  ceafe  out  of  the  land.  Ezek.  xxxiv.  4—25. 
Rev.  xxii.  16.  ‘  Fifthly,  The  believing  Jews  were 
fuffered  to  go  on  in  circumcifion  for  a  number  of 
years  after  the  death  of  Chrid,  and  then  God  faid  to 
them.  If  ye  be  circumcifed,  Chrid  fhall  profit  you 
nothing. — Whofoever  of  you  are  judified  by  the  law^ 
ye  are  fallen  from  grace*  Gal.  v.  2 — 4.  So  far  was 
the  covenant  of  circumcifion  from  being  the  covenant 
of  grace.  That  bloody  fign  not  only  pointed  to  the 
death  of  Chrid,  but  alfo  to  the  death  of  all  true  be¬ 
lievers  in  him.  Therefore  Paul  fays,  I  through  the 
law  am  dead  to  the  law,  that  I  might  live  unto  God. 
I  am  crucified  with  Chrid,  neverthelefs  I  live  ;  yet 

not  L  but  Chrid  liveth  in  me  :  and  the  life  which  I 

now 
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now  live  iii  the  flefh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son 
of  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gaye  himfelf  for  me. — ; 
The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,,  long-fuffer- 
ing,  gentlenefs,  goodnefs,  faith,  meeknefs,  temper* 
ance  :  againft  fuch  there  is  no  law.  And  they  that 
are  Chriit’s,  have  crucified  the  flefli,  with  the  allec- 
tions  and  lulls.  Gal.  ii.  19,  20.  v.  22 — 24.  Adani 
and  Chrift  are  the  only  two  public  heads  of  man¬ 
kind,  as  to  the  great  affairs  of  the  foul  and  eternity. 
For  as  by  one  man’s  difobedience,  many  were  made 
Jiuners  ;  lb  by  the  obedience  of  one,  fliall  many  be 
'made  righteam.  Rom.  v.  19.  For  parents  to  bring 
up  their  children  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of 
the  Lord,  is  of  infinite  importance  ;  but  we  can  find 
no  warrant  for  any  to  bring  them  to  baptifm  without 
a  perfonal  profeffion  of  faith  in  Chrift. 

III.  I  ^et  us  now  inquire  what  was  the  error  of  Ba¬ 
laam  ?  When  God  took  the  nation  of  Ifrael  to  be 
his  church,  he  was  an  hujhand  unto  them.  Jer.  xxxi. 
32.  And  Mofes  faid  unto  him,  If  thy  prefence  gq 
not  with  us,  carry  us  not  up  hence.  ‘For  wherein 
ihall  it  be  known  here,  that  I  and  thy  people  have 
found  grace  in  thy  fight  ?  is  it  not  in  that  thou  go- 
eft  with  us  ?•  So  fliall  we  be  feparated^  I  and  thy  peo¬ 
ple,  from  all  the  people  that  are  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth.  Exod.  xxxiii.  15,  16.  But  Balaam,  for  an 
earthly  reward^  taught  Balak  how  to  deftroy  that  fiep- 
aration.  And  it  was  done  by  the  Midianites,  among 
whom  Balaam  dwelt,  who  enticed  Ifrael  into  adultery 
and  idolatry  ;  and  thofe  Midianites  were  of  the  poff 
terity  of  Abraham.  Numb.  xxv.  6.  xxxi.  8,  16* 
Gen.  xxv.  4.  And  how  many  children  of  believers 
are  now  guilty  of  this  iniquity  ?.  For  coyetoufnefs  is 
idolatry.  Col.  iii.  5.  And  many  make  a  god  of  their 
belly.  Phil.  iii.  19.  And  idolatry  is  alfo  adultery  in 
the  fight  of  God,  who  faid  of  the  church  of  Ifrael, 
Their  mother  hath  played  the  harlot ;  ftie  that  conceiv¬ 
ed  them  hath  done  fliamefully  ;  for  flieffaid,  I  will  ga 

after 
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fter  my  lovers^  that  give  me  my  bread  aild  my  wa¬ 
ter,  my  wool  and  my  flax,  mine  oil  and  my  drink. 
Hoiea  ii.  5.  Ali  lawful  tl  lings,  but  they  were  foughc. 
in  an  unlawful  WAy.  So  one  apoftle  fays  of  many 
teacuers  and  profeilors.  An  heart  they  have  exercifed 
wiih ^covelous  praftices,  curfed  children  ;  who  have 
forfaken  the  right  way,  and  are  gone  aftray,  follow¬ 
ing  the  way  of  Balaam  the  fon  of  Bofor,  who  loved 
the  vjcigcs  of  unrlghteoufnefs  ;  but  was  rebuked  for  his 
iniquity  :  tne  dumb  iiis,  fpeaking  with  man^s  voice, 
forbad  the  madnefs  of  the  prophet.  2  Peter  ii.  14, 
15,16.  Another  lays,  .  Woe  unto  them  ;  for  they 
have  gone  in  the  way  of  Gain,  and  ran  greedily  after 
the  error  of  Baiaai  i  tor  reward^  and  perifhed  in  the 
gainfaying  of  Core.  Jude  1 1.  And  Chrift  fays  by  a 
third,  I  iiave  a  few  things  againft  thee,  becaufe  thou 
haft  mere  them  that  hold  the  doctrine  of  Balaam, 
who  taught  Balak  to  caft  a  ftumbling-block  before 
the  children  ofifraeI,to  eat  things  facrificed  unto  idols, 
and  to  commit  fornication.  Rev.  ii.  14.  Now,  fince 
coveto ufnefs  and  luxury  are  idolatry  in  the  fight  of 
God,  and  idolatry  is  alfo  adultery,  how  many  are  there 
in  the  world  who  entice  Chriftians  into  thefe  evils,  in 
order  to  grafp  the  honours  and  profits  of  religion  to 
themfelves  !  l^ea,  and  who  go  out  from  the  ways  of 
God  to  gratify  their  love  of  the  world  !  i  John  ii.  15, 
19.  Thefe  be  they  who  feparate  themfelves,  fenfual^ 
having  not  the  Spirit,  Jude  19.,  Myftery  Babylon  is 
the  mother  of  harlots^  and  abominations  of  the  earth. 
Rev.  xvii.  5.  And  it  is  generally  held  that  thefe 
things  w^ere  fpokeu  againft  heathen  idolatry,  and 
againft  the  abominations  of  the  church  of  Rome. 
But  have  rninifters  in  our  land  come  out  of  thoie 
abominations  ?  For  we  have  before  proved  that  Dr. 
Stiles  and  Dr.  Lathrop  hold  to  a  fucceffive  power 
of  office  through  the  church  of  Rome,  and  Dr.  Hop¬ 
kins  does  the  fame,  notwithftanding  his  great  differ¬ 
ence  from  many  about  the  doftrines  of  grace,  and 

the 
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the  power  of  godlinefs.  For  he  fays,  A  vifible 
church  may  be  very  corrupt,  and  yet  be  a  vifible 
church  of  Chrift,  and  the  public  adminihrations  and 
ads  of  the  officers  of  it,  authentic  and  valid.  And 
who  can  prove,  that  the  Pope,  and  his  adherents, 
were  vifibly  antichrifi,  and  that  the  church  of  Rome 
was  vifibly  not  the  church  of  Chrift,  but  a  falfe 
church,  and  was  really  and  properly  renounced  and 
excommunicated,  by  the  true  church  of  Chrift,  be¬ 
fore  the  time  of  the  reformation  from  popery 
Thus  he  allows  that  the  church  of  Rome  was  a  vifi¬ 
ble  church  of  Chrift,  until  the  Proteftants  renounced 
her  power,  and  fet  up  national  churches,  who  have 
now  carried  blood  and  llavery  round  the  world,  in 
galleys  and  gallant  ffiips,  as  far  as  the  Papifts  ever  did. 
So  God  fays  of  the  fecond  beaft,  He  caufeth  all,  both 
fmall  and  great,  rich  and  poor,  free  and  bond,  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  ??iark  in  their  right  hand,  or  in  their  fore¬ 
heads  ;  and  that  no  man  might  buy  or  fell  fave  he 
that  had  the  mark,  or  the  name  of  the  beaft,  or  the 
number  of  his  name.  Here  is  wifdom.  Let  him  that 
hath  underftanding  count  the  number  of  the  beaft', 
for  it  is  the  number  of  a  ma?i  ;  and  his  number  is 
666.  Rev.  xiii.  16 — 18.  God  gave  his  people  reft, 
on  the  feventh  day,  in  the  feventh  month,  and  the 
feventh  year.  But  the  inventions  of  men  give  no 
reft,  in  hundreds,  in  tens,  nor  in  units.  The  wicked 
are  like  the  troubled  fea,  when  it  cannot  reft.  Ifaiah 
Ivii.  20.  Raging  waves  of  the  fea,  foaming  out  their 
own  ihame.  Jude  13.  They  have  no  reft  day  nor 
night,  who  worfliip  the  beaft  and  his  image,  and  who- 
foever  receiveth  the  mark  of  his  name.  Rev.  xiv.  1 1 . 
But  our  Lord  fays.  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour 
and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft.  Matt, 
xi.  28.  For  we  which  have  believed  do  enter  into 
reft.  Heb.  iv.  3.  And  how  clearly  do  thefe  things 
difcover  the  difference  between  all  the  believers  in 

Chrift, 

*  Hopkins’#  Syftem,  Vol.  IJ.  p.  2.7.'^. 
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Chrift,  and  all  other  men  in  the  world  !  For  their 
rock  is  not  as  our  Rock^  even  our  enemies  themfelves 
being  judges.  For  they  who  think  to  purchafe  the 
g'lft  of  God  with  money ^  are  in  the  gall  of  bitternefs. 
and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity.  Deut.  xxxii.  31 — 33^ 
Ads  vili.  20 — -23.'  All  the  governments  of  this 
world  are  fupported  by  force  and  money,  but  the 
church  of  Chrift  is  purchafed  v/ith  his  own  blood, 
and  is  governed  by  his  word  and  Spirit  ;  and  believ¬ 
ing  in  him,  and  obeying  the  revealed  will  of  God 
by  the  affiftance  of  his  Spirit,  is  the  only  way  of  min^ 
iilerial  fucceflion  that  he  has  appointed;  Yea', 

IV.  Our  author  fays,  The  church  is  not  a 
worldly  fociety  ;  and  is  not  ruled  or  regulated  by 
civil  laws,  or  the  rulers  of  political,  w^oridly  focieties  : 
fuch  rulers  have  no  more  authority  in  the  church 
than  any  other  members  of  it.  The  vifible  church 
is  called  in  fcripture,  The  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  of  Chrift,  who’fays^  My  king¬ 
dom  is  not  of  this  world/^*  Flow  then  can  any  na¬ 
tional  churches  be  churches  of  Chrift  ?  For  he  fays, 
Whofoever  ftiall  not  receive  the  kingdom  of  God 
as  a  little  child^  he  fhall  not  enter  therein;  Mark  x. 
15.  Except  ye  be  converted,  and  become  as  this 
little  child.,  ye  ftiall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven;  Matt,  xviii.  3.  And  the  Father  fays  to  the 
Redeemer,  This  is  my  covenant  with  them’^  faith  the 
Lord,  My  Spirit  that  is  upon  thee,  and  my  words 
which  I  have  put  in  thy  mouth,  fhall  not  depart  out 
of  thy  mouth,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  feed,  nor 
out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  feed’s  feed,  faith  the  Lord, 
from  henceforth  and  forever.  Ifa.  lix.  20,  21.  Which 
prophecy  is  applied  to  future  times,  when  there  flrall 
ht  life  from  the  dead.  Rom.-  xi.  15-^27.  But  our 
author  applies  it  to  each  beliexdng  head  of  a  family.! 
And  in  the  fame  place  he  recites  part  of  another  pro¬ 
phecy,  which  might  reftify  his  miftake  in  this.  Even 
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the  place  where  God  fays,  I  will  pour  water  upon 
him  that  is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground  ; 
1  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  feed,  and  my  bleffing 
upon  thine  offspring  :  and  they  fnall  fpring  up  as 
among  the  grafs,  as  willows  by  the  water-courfes* 
One  fhall  fay,  I  am  the  Lord’s  ;  and  another  fhall  call 
himfelf  by  the  name  of  Jacob  ;  and  another  fhall 
fubfcribe  with  his  hand  unto  the  Lord,  and  furname 
himfelf  by  the  name  of  Ifrael.  Ifaiah  xllv.  3—5.  So 
when  God  poured  out  his  Spirit,  after  the  afcenfioii 
of  Chrift,  They  who  gladly  received  his  word,  were 
baptized.  And  again  he  fays.  Believers  were  the 
more  added  to  the  Lord,  multitudes  both  men  and 
zvomen.  Acts  ii.  41.  v.  14.  Circumcifioii  was  only 
for  the  males ^  but  females  are  equally  the  fubjefts  of 
baptifm,  which  proves  an  effential  change  of  the  cov¬ 
enant.  And  our  Lord  gave  the  gofpel  commiffion  to 
the  cleverly  who  were  all  born  again  ;  and  he  faid  to 
them.  Go  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Father^  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  teaching  them  to  obferve  all  things,  what^ 
foever  I  have  commanded  you  :  and,  lo,  I  am  with 
you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.  Amen. 
Matt,  xxviii.  16 — 20.  This  promife  is  only  to  his 
children,  in  the  way  of  obedience  to  all  his  com¬ 
mandments.  And  as  the  covenant  of  circumcifion 
gave  Ifrael  a  right  to  buy  the  heathen  for  fervants, 
and  circumcifion  was  only  for  the  males,  the  gofpel 
fays  to  believers^  Ye  are  all  the  children  of  God  by  faith 
in  Chrift  Jefus.  For  as  many  of  you  as  have  been 
baptized  into  Chrift,  have  put  on  Chrift.  There  is 
neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  there  is  neither  bond  nor 
free,  there  is  neither  male  nor  female  ;  for  ye  are 
all  one  in  Chrift  Jefus.  And  if  ye  be  Chrift’s,  then 
are  ye  Abraham’s  feed,  and  heirs  according  to  the 
promife.  Gal.  iii.  26 — 29.  Abraham  was  an  emi¬ 
nent  type  of  Chrift,  and  none  are  his  fpiritual  feed 
but  believers  in  Chrift.  How  great  then  is  the  mif- 
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take  of  all  who  put  themfelves  in  the  place  of  Abra¬ 
ham  !  Our  author  was  fo  far  from  believing  that 
the  Baptifts  finned  againft  the  light  of  their  con- 
Icisiices,  as  Balaam  did,  that  he  fays,  There  is  rea- 
ion  to  believe,  that  moft,  if  not  all,  who  believe  in 
the  baptifm  of  children,  and  praftife  it,  are  more 
guilty  and  offenfive  to  Chrift,  in  their  treatment  of 
this  inftitution,  than  the  Antipedobaptifts 
^  V.  And  another  minifter  of  his  fentiments  has 
given  further  light  in  this  matter,  in  an  anfwer  to 
Dr.  Hemmenway.  He  obferves  that  the  covenant 
of  grace  is  always  the  lame,  under  every  dilpenfa- 
tion  thereof,  and  that  a  peculiar  defign  of  God’s 
promife  to  Abraham  was,  ''  To  keep  up  the  vifible 
church,  and  maintain  a  conftant  fucceSion  of  pious 
men,  in  his  family,  until  the  appearance  of  the 
promifed  Meffiah.”!  This  is  undoubtedly  true,  and 
a  moft  important  truth  ;  for  God  faid  of  Abraham, 
I  know  him,  that  he  will  command  his  children  and 
his  houfehold  after  him,  and  they  fliall  keep  the  way 
of  the  Lord,  to  do  juftice  and  judgment ;  that  the 
Lord  may  bring  upon  Abraham  that  which  he  hath 
fpoken  of  him.  Gen.  xviii.  19.  He  will^  and  iljey 
Jhall^  was  the  language  of  God’s  covenant  with 
Abraham  ;  but  I  will^  and  they  Jhall^  is  the  language 
of  the  new  covenant^  lince  the  death  of  Chrift.  Heb. 
viii.  10.  X.  9.  It  was  the  will  of  God  that  the  vifi¬ 
ble  church  Ihould  continue  in  the  line  of  Abraham’s 
pofterity,  until  Chrift  came  and  died  for  his  people, 
and  then  the  Holy  Spirit  was  given,  and  believing 
Jews  and  Gentiles  were  united  in  his  church.  And 
they  never  were  called  ChriJUans^  until  believing 
Gentiles  were  received  into  the  church  without  cir- 
cumcifion.  Afts  xi.  26.  Yet,  as  our  author  fays. 
Dr.  Hemmenway  has  followed  other  writers  in 
arguing  from  the  former  difpenfations  of  the  cove¬ 
nant 
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nant  of  grace  to  the  prefent,  and  endeavoured  to 
prove  what  the  peculiar  duties  of  believers  are  under 
the  prefent  difpenfation  of  the  covenant  of  grace, 
from  what  they  were  under  its  former  difpenfations. 
But  this  mode  of  reafoning  is  by  no  means  conclu- 
five.  It  was  the  duty  of  believers  under  former 
difpenfations  of  the  covenant  of  grace  to  offer  facri- 
fices ;  but  can  we  hence  infer,  that  it  is  their  duty 
now  ?  It  was  the  duty  of  believers  under  former 
difpenfations  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  to  circumcife 
their  children  and  attend  the  paffover ;  but  does  it 
hence  follow,  that  thofe  duties  are  ftill  binding  ?  or 
can  we  juftly  conclude,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  believ¬ 
ers  now  to  circumcife  their  children,  or  even  to  bap¬ 
tize  them,  becaufe  it  was  once  their  duty  to  circum¬ 
cife  them  ?  The  truth  is,  we  mull  learn  the  peculiar 
duties  of  believers  under  the  prefent  difpenfation  of 
the  covenant  of  grace,  from  the  difpenfation  itfelf, 
which  enjoins  all  the  peculiar  duties  which  belong  to 
it. — The  Chriftian  difpenfation,  which  is  allowed  to 
be  the  freeft  from  types  and  figures,  plainly  fpeaks 
for  itfelf.  And  we  ought  to  look  into  the  clear  dif¬ 
penfation  of  the  gofpel,  in  order  to  difcover  the  pecu¬ 
liar  duties  of  believers  at  this  day.^^"^  Yea,  and 
how  happy  fiiould  we  foon  be,  if  the  gofpel  light  was 
followed  by  all,  without  trying  to  draw  the  vail  of 
the  law  over  it  ?  As  long  as  the  death  of  Chrill  was 
a  future  event,  the  bloody  ordinances  of  the  law,  and 
circumcifion  in  particular,  were  given  to  many  who 
did  not  know  him ;  but  fince  his  death  he  fays.  All 
fhall  know  me,  from  the  leaft  to  the  greateft.  Heb. 
viii.  1 1 .  And  in  baptifm  and  the  holy  fupper,  all 
the  lawful  fubjedls  thereof  openly  manifeft  their 
faith  in  the  death  of  Chrift  as  a  paft  event,  and  their 
engagement  to  love  and  live  to  him  all  their  days. 
And  if  it  were  fully  allowed  that  God  hath  difan- 
nulled  the  covenant  of  circumcifion  which  he  made 
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with  Abraham,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  law  of  typi¬ 
cal  ceremonies,  and  hath  built  his  church  upon  a  bet¬ 
ter  covenant,  eftabliftied  upon  better  promifes,  the 
eftetfts  would  be  very  glorious,  and  filence  many  con- 
troverfies.  But  the  holding  that  the  children  of  be¬ 
lievers  are  born  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  or  that 
baptifm  can  bring  them  into  it,  without  their  own 
knowledge  or  choice,  is  fuch  a  confounding  of  grace 
and  works  together  as  holds  multitudes  in  blindnefs 
and  bondage,.  And  this  appears  in  the  following 
inftance. 

VI.  Mr.  Jofeph  Snow,  of  Providence,  met  with  a 
happy  change,  in  the  glorious  revival  of  religion  in 
1741  ;  and  he  was  foon  called  to  preach  the  gofpel, 
and  a  Congregational  church  was  formed  under  his 
miniftry,  and  he  was  ordained  their  paftor,  Feb.  12, 
1747.  A  meeting-houfe  was  built  for  them,  which 
was  afterwards  enlarged,  and  they  became  a  numer¬ 
ous  and  honourable  fociety,*  and  collefted  a  fund  of 
money  for  the  fupport  of  their  minifters.  And  as 
Mr.  Sno^v  was  advanced  in  years,  and  a  young  min- 
ifter  arrived  there  from  Ireland  in  the  fpring  of  1791, 
he  was  called  to  aflift  him  in  preaching  for  two  years. 
But  in  that  time  he  drew  off  the  majority  of  the 
church  and  congregation  from  the  doftrine  of  fove- 
relgn  grace,  to  the  way  of  confounding  works  and 
grace  together.  And  as  Mr.  Snow  tried  to  get  him 
difmiffed  from  them,  a  majority  of  the  church  drew 
up  a  number  of  accufatlons  againft  Mr.  Snow,  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  filence  him  from  preaching.  But  he 
and  his  brethren  called  a  council,  who  fully  cleared 
him  from  thofe  accufations.  And  as  faid  teacher 
was  of  the  Methodift  denomination,  he  could  not 
have  a  legal  right  to  the  property  of  that  Congrega¬ 
tional  focicty  ;  therefore  he  changed  his  name  to 

that 

*  f  “-ellency  Nicholas  Cooke,  a  member  of  that  church,  was  chofcn 
governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode-Ifland  in  1775,  and  was  continued  in  that 
ofBce  to  1779.  He  died  September  14,  1782.  He  was  a  Baptift  himfelf, 
though  in  communion  with  a  Congregational  cliurclK 
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that  of  Congregational ;  and  a  majority  of  the  church 
fent  to  four  churches  in  the  Malfachufetts,  and  to 
two  in  the  State  of  Rhode-Ifland,  for  afliftance  in  or¬ 
daining  faid  minifter  in  their  church.  Upon  which 
Mr.  Snow,  and  many  of  his  brethren,  fent  for  anoth¬ 
er  council,  to  meet  at  the  fame  time  ;  and  they  ad- 
vifed  Mr.  Snow,  and  thofe  who  held  with  him,  to  per- 
fevere  in  their  former  faith  and  conduft,  and  to  with¬ 
draw  their  hand  of  fellowlhip  from  all  their  brethren 
who  had  gone  olF  from  the  fame,  and  refufed  to  re¬ 
turn.  And  this  advice  was  taken,  and  Mr.  Snow  and 
thofe  who  held  wdth  him  warned  the  other  council 
not  to  ordain  the  young  minifter  in  their  meeting- 
houfe.  Yet  in  the  face  of  all  this,  they  went  into 
faid  houfe,  on  Oiftober  17,  17935  ordained  him  as 
a  colleague  pajlor  in  that  church.  A  number  of  that 
part  of  the  church  who  were  fo  refolute  for  the  young 
minifter,  were  Baptifts,  who  had  communed  with 
others  who  were  only  fprinkled  in  infancy.  But  as 
they  could  then  difpenfe  with  one  plain  law  of  Chrift, 
fo  they  now  could  with  another,  in  the  manner 
above  defcribed.  And  in  the  fummer  of  1794,  Mr. 
Snow  and  his  brethren  were  entirely  fhut  out  of  their 
meeting-houfe,  becaufe  they  would  not  join  with  a 
minifter  whom  they  viewed  as  one  who  perverted  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift.  Gal.  i.  7.*  At  the  fame  time,  the 
minifters  in  the  Malfachufetts  were  for  holding  faft 
their  power  to  the  laft  extremity., 

VIE  Xhe  firft  parifh  in  Rochefter  fettled  a  min¬ 
ifter  in  1768,  with  a  promifeof  two  hundred  pounds 
fettlement,  and  eighty  pounds  a  year  falary,  as  long 
as  his  paftoral  relation  to  them  continued.  But  his 
loofe  principles  carried  him  into  fuch  evils,  that  a 
mutual  council  was  called  there  in  September,  1791, 
who  judged  him  to  be  guilty  of  grofs  immoralities  ; 
and  another  council  was  called  by  the  church  in  De- 

2  cember 

*  In  1795,  a  new  meeting-houfe  was  huilt  for  Mr.  Snow,  by  the  help  of 
generous  perfons  of  various  denominations 
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cember  following,  who  advifed  them  to  difmifs  him, 
which  they  did,  and  the  parilh  fhut  him  out  of  their 
meeting-houfe.  Yet  he  held  worfliip  with  a  minor 
part  of  the  people  elfewhere,  for  two  years  and  an 
half,  and  then  fued  the  whole  parifli  for  his  falary  all 
that  time.  But  as  he  was  call  at  the  inferior  court, 
he  appealed  to.  the  fupreme  judicial  court,  who  met 
at  Plymouth,  May  20,  1794  ;  and  after  the  hearing 
of  a  whole  day,  the  judges  gave  their  opinion  in  his 
favour,  but  the  jury  turned  the  cafe  againft  him. 
The  judges  allowed  feveral  Rochefter  men  to  be 
witneffes  for  faid  minifter,  but  refufed  to  admit  any 
man  from  that  town  as  a  witnefs  againft  him,  be- 
caufe  they  faid  they  were  interefted  perfons.  So  in 
two  former  cafes,  when  the  Baptifts  fued  for  their 
rights,  noted  men  of  their  denomination  were  not 
admitted  as  witneffes  of  plain  fafts.  Our  fecond 
volume,  p.  241 , 262.  But  God  fays.  With  what  judg¬ 
ment  ye  judge,  ye  ftiall  be  judged  y  and  with  what 
meafure  ye  mete,  it  fhall  be  meafured  to  you  again. 
Matt.  vli.  2.  And  how  is  he  fulfilling  his  word  1  For 
taxes  to  fupport  religious  minifters,  is  taxing  men 
where  they  are  not  reprefented,  as  no  man  can  anfwer 
for  another  to  God  in  fuch  cafes.  Yet  America  has 
been  full  of  this  wickednefs  ;  and  all  the  blood  that 
was  fhed  in  the  American  war  turned  upon  this  point. 
And  how  full  is  our  land  now  of  complaints  againft 
our  chief  rulers,  becaufe  their  property  has  been  tak¬ 
en  away  by  the  Britifh  powers,  and  they  muft  fue  for 
it  again  in  Britifli  courts  ?  Though  thofe  powers  arc 
no  more  interefted  againft  America,  than  every  hire¬ 
ling  teacher  Is,  againft  all  who  refufe  to  fupport  him. 
For  they  bite  with  their  teeth,  and  cry.  Peace  ;  and 
he  that  putteth  not  into  their  mouths,  they  even  pre¬ 
pare  war  againft  him.  Micah  iil.  5*  And  how  much 
is  this  cry  now  heard  In  Europe  and  America  .  And 
one  of  the  principles  of  Congregational  churches  is. 
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that  no  church  aft  can'be  confummated  without  the 
confent  of  both  elders  and  brethren.*  Which  is  giv¬ 
ing  minifters  fuch  a  power  over  the  church,  as  our 
fupreme  judges  have  not  over  the  jury.  And  faid 
minifter  in  Rochefter  was  fettled  in  the  name  of  the 
king  of  Great-Britain,  and  he  hath  been  fupported 
lately  by  the  carcafs  of  that  authority.  But  God  fays. 
Let  them  put  away  their  whoredom,  and  the  carcajfes  of 
their  kings  far  from  me,  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  midft 
of  them  forever.-r-This  is  the  law  of  the  houfe  ;  up¬ 
on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  the  whole  limit  thereof 
round  about  lhall  be  moji  holy  .*  behold,  this  is  the 
law  of  the  houfe.  Ezek.  xliii,  9,  12.  But  falfe  men 
fay.  Stand  by  thyfelf,  come  not  near  to  me,  for  I  am 
holier  than  thou,  Ifaiah  Ixv,  5.  Teachers  claim  a 
holy  power  of  office,  above  the  church  of  God  -,  and 
in  every  nation,  the  ruling  feft  imagine  themfelves 
to  he  holier  than  thofe  who  have  not  the  power  of 
the  magiftrate  to  fupport  their  worffiip,  I'hough 
God  fays  to  his  children,  This  ye  know,  that  no 
whoremonger,  nor  unclean  perfon,  nor  covetous  man 
who  is  an  idolater,  hath  any  inheritance  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Chrift,  and  of  God.  Let  no  man  deceive 
you  with  vain  words  ;  for  b^caufe  of  thefe  things 
cometh  the  wrath  of  God  upon  the  children  of  difo- 
bedience.  Be  not  ye  therefore  partakers  with  them. 
Eph.  v.  5—7.  But  how  can  any  church  avoid  par¬ 
taking  with  whoremongers,  unclean  perfons,  and  cov¬ 
etous  men  who  are  idolaters,  if  they  have  any  fellow- 
Ihip  with  worffiip  and  minifters  that  are  fupported  by 
force  ?  For  fuch  men  have  equal  votes  in.  government 
with  the  moft  pious  men  in.  the  land. 

VIII.  And  our  Lord  and  his  apoftles  were  very 
careful  to.keep  the  church  from  interfering  with  civil 
government.  For  when  a  man  defired  Jefus  to  in- 
terpofe  his  influence  in  dividing  of  an  inheritance,  he 

faid 

*  Cambridge  Platform,  chap.  r.  fed.  II. 
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faid  unto  him,  Man,  who  made  me  a  judge,  or  a  di¬ 
vider  over  you  ?  And  he  plainly  holds  forth,  that 
the  leaven  of  hypocrfy  is  promoted  by  confounding 
the  government  of  church  and  ftate  together.  Luke 
xii.  I,  14,  15.  And  in  order  to  purge  the  old  leaven 
from  the  church,  Paul  fays,  I  have  written  unto  you, 
not  to  keep  cornpany,  if  any  rnan  that  is  called  a 
brother  be  a  fornicator,  or  covetous^  or  an  idolater,  or 
a  railer,  or  a  drunkard,  or  an  extortioner,  with  fuch 
an  one,  no  not  to  eat.  For  what  have  I  to  do  to 
judge  them  alfo  that  are  without  ?  Do  not  ye  judge 
them  that  are  within  ?  But  them  that  are  without, 
God  judgeth.  Therefore  put  away  from  aniong  your- 
felves  that  wicked  perfon.  i  Cor.  v.  7 — 13.  Cov- 
etoufnefs  is  here  put  before  idolatry,  for  it  is  the  root 
of  all  evil.  ;  Tim.  vi.  10.  And  it  is  eafier  for  a 
camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  than  for  a 
rich  man  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  But 
blind  guides  drain  at  a  gnat,  arid  fwallow  a  camel. 
Matt.  xix.  24.  xxiii.  24,  And  who  can  tell  how 
many  blind  guides  there  are  in  our  day  ?  And  the 
confounding  the  conftitutions  of  the  Hebrew  and 
the  Chriftian  churches  together,  is  the  way  in  which 
they  yoke  Chriftians  with  the  world.  But  Go4  fays  to 
his  church.  Be  ye  not  unequally  yoked  together  with 
unbelievers  ;  for  what  fellowfliip  hath  righteoufnefs 
■with  unrighteoufnefs  ?  and  what  communion  hath 
light  with  darknefs  ?  and  what  concord  hath  Chrift 
with  Belial  ?  or  what  part  hath  he  that  believeth 
with  an  infidel  ?  and  what  agreement  hath  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  God  with  idols  ?  For  ye  are  the  temple  of  the 
living  God  ;  as  God  hath  faid,  I  v/ill  dwell  in  them, 
and  walk  in  them  ;  and  I  will  be  their  God,  and 
they  lhall  be  my  people.  Wherefore  come  out  from 
among  them,  and  be.  ye  feparate^  faith  the  Lord,  and 
touch  not  the  unclean  thing  ;  and  I  will  receive  you, 
and  will  be  a  Father  unto  you,  and  ye  fhall  be  my 

fons 
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ions  and  daughters,  faith  the  Lord  Almighty.  2  Cor. 
vi.  14 — 18.  And  this  call  is  not  of  a  local,  but  of  a 
fpiritual  nature.  It  is  not  from  civil  commerce  with 
unbelievers,  but  from  being  yoked  with  them  in  com  ¬ 
munion  in  the  church,  which  is  the  temple  of  the 
living  God,  and  is  to  be  governed  wholly  by  his  re¬ 
vealed  will,  under  the  influence  of  his  Spirit.  But 
where  worldly  force  is  ufed  to  fupport  religious  min- 
iftersjit  will  be  confcientioufly  oppofed  by  the  faith¬ 
ful,  and  villains  will  hide  behind  fuch  oppofition, 
and  fo  the  government  both  of  church  and  ftate  are 
injured.  Whereas  if  all  were  prote61;ed  impartially,, 
they  who  aft  from  heavenly  motives  would  Itrength- 
en  t!»e  hands  of  civil  rulers,  and  hold  up  light  to 
draw  others  out  of  evil  ways,  and  to  guard  againft 
all  iniquity.  And  it  will  yet  be  faid.  Look  upon 
Zion  the  city  of  our  folemnities  ;  thine  eyes  flrall  fee 
Jerufalem  a  quiet  habitation,  a  tabernacle  that  fhali 
not  be  taken  down ;  not  one  of  the  ftakes  thereof 
fhall  ever  be  removed,  neither  {hall  any  of  the  cords 
thereof  be  broken.  But  there  the  glorious  Lord 
will  be  unto  us  a  place  of  broad  rivers  and  dreams, 
wherein  fliall  go  no  galley  wdth  oars,  neither  fhall 
gallant  fhips  pafs  thereby.  For  the  Lord  is  our 
judge,  the  Lord  is  our  law-giver,  the  Lord  is  our 
king;  he  will  fave  us.  Ifaiah  xxxiii.  20 — 22,  Now 
if  we  confider,  that  galleys  and  gallant  fhips  are 
the  greateft  engines  of  war  and  llavery  in  all  the 
world,  and  that  they  are  upheld  by  national  churches, 
how  loud  is  the  call  from  Heaven  to  come  out  and 
be  feparate  fi’om  all  fuch  churches ! 

IX.  Indeed  Dr.  Lathrop,  in  order  to  keep  up 
the  power  of  miniftcrs  which  he  pleads  for,  fays,  A 
Chriflian  church  is  compared  to  a  houfehold,  and 
to  a  city,  in  refpeft  of  the  order  and  government,  the 
peace  and  unity,  that  ought  to  be  preferved  in  it. 
But  if  every  man  might  affume  the  office  of  a  teacher 
at  pleafure,  where  would  be  the  order  and  unity  ? 

There 
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Tliere  would  be  the  fame  confufion  and  diftraftlon, 
in  a  State  where  every  one  claimed  a  right  to  ex- 
ercife  the  powers  of  niagiftracy.^’*  But  in  all  the 
States  of  NewrEngland,  the  people  can  leave  their 
goyernors,  and  all  their  legiflators  out  of  office  every 
year,  if  they  pleafe,  while  all  the  minifters,  who  arc 
fupported  by  tax  and  compulfion,  deny  the  people 
any  fuch  liberty  concerning  themfelves.  When  the 
people  have  elefted  their  rulers,  forue  men  are  ap¬ 
pointed  to  give  them  an  oath,  to  be  faithful  in  their 
offices  ;  and  when  the  church  of  Chrifl  hath  chofen 
her  minifters,  fhe  hath  a  right  to  call  other  minifters 
to  ordain  them,  and  to  give  them  a  folemn  charge  to 
be  faithful  to  God  and  to  his  people.  But  ever  fince 
minifters  have  claimed  a  power  of  office  above  all 
other  men  in  the  world,  the  government  of  the 
churches,  the  cities  of  God,  has  lain  wafle,  to  the 
grief  of  all  pious  people.  Though  the  time  is  com¬ 
ing  when  our  Tord  will  give  fuch  comfort  and 
ftrength  to  them  who  mourn  in  Zion^  that  he  fays. 
They  fhall  build  the  old  wafles,  they  fhall  raife  up  the 
former  defolations,  they  fhall  repair  the  wafle  cities j 
the  defolations  of  many  generations.  Ifaiah  Ixi.  i — 4. 
This  our  Lord  applies  to  the  blelfings  of  his  Spirit 
under  the  gofpel.  Luke  iv.  18,  19,  Every  church 
of  Chrift  is  a  holy  city,  which  has  a  right  to  cenfure 
and  exclude  all  jn^^ibers  and  officers  who  break  his 
laws,  and  refufe  to  manifefl  repentance  therefor. 
And  when  they  fhall  come  to  exercife  this  power 
faithfully,  independent  of  all  the  powers  of  the  world, 
fuch  peace  will  be  enjoyed  as  never  hath  yet  been 
upon  earth.  And  the  power  of  one  fe£l  in  pur  land, 
to  compel  all  others  to  bow  to  them  in  religious 
affairs,  is  daily  confuming,  by  the  light  and  power 
of  the  gofpe}.  One  evidence  of  this  lately  appeared 
in  Medfield.  A  Baptifl  church  was  conftituted  there 
in  1776:  and  they  built  them  a  convenient  houfe 

for 
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for  worfhip, .  and  another  for  the  miniflry,  and  they 
have  maintained  regular  worfliip  among  them  ever 
fznce.  Yet  all  the  Baptifts  in  Medfield  were  lately 
taxed  to  the  Congregational  minifter  of  that  town  ; 
and  pne  of  their  committee  was  feized  for  that  tax, 
^nd  was  imprifoned  at  Bofton,  July  2,  1794.  But 
it  caufed  fuch  an  alarm  in  Bolton,  and  the  news 
from  thence  which  reached  to  Medfield  the  next 
Saturday,  caufed  fuch  an  alarm  there,  that  two  men 
were  fent  twenty  miles  on  the  Lord’s  day,  who  re¬ 
leafed  the  prifoner,  without  his  paying  the  tax,  or 
any  colls  about  it.  And  very  few  now  in  our  coun¬ 
try  will  dare  to  make  diftrefs  upon  any  for  minilte- 
rial  taxes, 

X.  And  if  the  marks  of  falfe  teachers,  which 
the  above  author  has  publillied,  were  rightly  applied, 
the  church  of  Chrift  would  foon  have  fuch  deliver¬ 
ance  frpm  their  power  as  fhe  hath  not  yet  enjoyed. 
For  he  fays,  Another  mark  of  falfe  teachers  is  an 
implacable  malignity  againll  the  Handing,  regular 
minillers  of  the  gofpel.’^  And  again  he  fays,  This 
fort  of  teachers  are  guided  by  no  //>;<?,  and  confined 
to  no  meafure  ;  but  run  from  place  to  place,  enter 
into  other  men’s  labours,  and  build  on  other  men’s 
foundation.^' ^  Very  true  ;  and  the  word  of  Chrift  is 
daily  fulfilled,  who  faid  to  falfe  teachers  among  the 
Jews,  Ye  compafs  fea  and  land  to  make  one  profe- 
lyte,  and  when  he  is  made,  ye  make  him  twofold 
more  the  child  of  hell  than  yourfelves.  Matthew 
xxiii.  1 5.  And  we  may  fee  at  this  day,  that  the  Jews 
have  a  fixed  regard  for  the  law  of  Mofes,  and  for  the 
land  of  Canaan  y  but  profelytes  to  revealed  religion, 
who  are  not  born  again,  have  no  fixed  rule  of  con- 
duft,  nor  any  country  that  can  fet  any  bounds  to 
their  love  of  riches,  honours  or  pleafures.  Some  de¬ 
ceitful  men  in  the  church  of  Corinth,  accufed  Paid 
of  going  beyond  his  authority  in  what  he  had  writ- 

ten 
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ten  to  that  church.  Therefore  he  faid,  The  weap¬ 
ons  of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty  through 
God  to  the  pulling  down  of  ftrong  holds,  calling 
down  imaginations,  and  every  high  thing  that  exalt- 
eth  itfelf  againll  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  bring¬ 
ing  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of 
Chrifl; ;  and  having  in  a  readinefs  to  revenge  all  dif- 
obedience,  when  your  obedience  is  fulfilled. — For 
we  llretch  not  ourfelves  beyond  our  meafnre,  as 
though  we  reached  not  unto  you  ;  for  we  are  come 
as  far  as  to  you  alfo,  in  preaching  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift  :  not  boafting  of  things  without  our  meafurc, 
that  is,  of  other  men’s  labours  ;  but  having  hope, 
w’hen  your  faith  is  inereafed,  that  we  fnall  be  enlarg¬ 
ed  by  you  according  to  our  rule  abundantly,  to 
preach  the  gofpel  in  the  region  beyond  you,  and  not 
to  boaft  in  another  man’s  line,  of  things  made  ready 
to  our  hand,  But  he  that  glorieth,  let  him  glory 
in  the  Lord,  For  not  he  that  commendeth  himfelf 
is  approved,  but  whom  the  Lord  commendeth, 
2  Cor,  X.  4,  5,  14 — 18.  The  line  and  meafure 
which  he  fpake  of  was  drawn  by  God  himfelf,  and 
not  by  any  worldly  powers.  So  the  fame  apoftle 
faid  to  another  church,  I  will  not  dare  to  fpeak  of 
any  of  thofe  things,  which  Chrill  hath  not  wrought 
by  me,  to  make  the  Gentiles  obedient,  by  word  or 
deed,  through  mighty  figns  and  wonders,  by  the 
poveer  of  the  Spirit  of  God ;  fo  that  from  Jerufalero 
and  round  about  unto  Illyricum,  I  have  fully  preach¬ 
ed  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.  Yea,  fo  have  I  ftrived  to 
preach  the  gofpel,  not  where  Chrift  was  named,  left 
I  Ihould  build  upon  another  man’s  foundation.  Roni* 
XV.  18 — 20.  And  can  any  man  believe  that  the 
words,  meafure,  line,  and  foundation,  as  Paul  ufed 
them,  can  juftify  the  ufe  of  carnal  weapons  in  forcing 
all  people  within  lines  which  men  have  drawn,  _  to 
fupport  teachers  who  ftand  upon  worldly  eftablilh- 
nients  ?  For  other  foundation  can  no  man  la^  than 
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that  which  is  laid,  which  is  Jefus  ChrilL  Now  if 
any  man  build  upon  this  foundation,  gold,  filver, 
precious  ftones,  wood,  hay,  ftubble  :  every  man’s 
work  fliall  be  made  manifelt.  For  the  day  fliall  de¬ 
clare  it,  becanfe  it  fhall  be  revealed  by  fire  ;  and  the 
fire  fliall  try  every  man’s  wojrk,  of  what  fort  it  is. 

•  r 

.or.  m.  1 — 13. 

XI.  And  the  fiery  trials  of  the  prefent  day  may 
afford  mpch  clearer  light  than  our  fathers  enjoyed. 
For  they  banifhed  _Mr.  Roger  Williams,  becaufe  he 
teftified  againff  any  ufe  of  the  fword  in  religious  afr 
fairs,  and  againff  their  receiving  the  gr^nt  of  Amer^ 
ican  lands  from  the  kings  of  England.  One  of  his 
reafons  againff  fuch  things,  was  what  our  Lord  fays 
of  the  tares  of  the  field,  which  Williams  held  to  be 
the  world,  and  not  the  church.*  But  Mr.  Cotton 
faid,  “  It  is  not  the  will  of  Chriff,  that  antichriffian- 
ity  ftiould  be  tolerated  in  the  world,  until  the  end  of 
the  world.  For  God  will  put  it  into  the  hearts  of 
faithful  princes  (as  they  have  giyen  their  kingdoms 
to  the  beaff,  fo)  in  fulnefs  of  time  to  hate  the  whore, 
and  to  leave  her  defolate  and  naked,  and  to  burn 
her  fleffi  with  fire.  Rev.  xvii.  i6,  Williams 

had  before  faid,  “  This  hating  and  defolating  and 
making  naked  and  burning,  fliall  not  arife  by  way  of 
an  ordinance  warranted  by  the  inffitution  of  Chriff 
Jefus  ;  but  by  way  of  providence,  when  (as  it  ufeth 
to  be  with  whores  anff  their  lovers )  the  church  of 
Rome  and  her  great  lovers  fliall  fall  out ;  and,  by 
the  righteous  vengeance  of  God  upon  her,  drunk 
with  the  blood  of  the  faints,  thefe  mighty  fornicators 
fliall  turn  their  love  into  hatred,  which  fliall  make 
her  a  poor  naked  whore,  torn  and  confumed.”! 
But  Cotton  made  no  reply  to  this  5  and  hpw  have 
the  nations  of  Europe  now  fallen  out,  and  have  taken 
I'he  riches  of  the  national  churches,  to  fuppor^  w^ar 

a  n  d 
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and  vengeance  againfl:  their  cruel  oppreffors  !  And  it 
not  this  eating  her  flelh,  and  burning  her  with  fire  i 
But  the  fathers  of  that  day  were  fo  much  afraid  oj 
the  tyranny  of  European  powers,  that  Cotton  faid. 

The  Lord  keep  us  from  being  bewitched  with  the 
whore’s  cup,  left  while  we  feem  to  deteft  and  rejefl 
her  with  open  face  of  profeflion,  we  do  not  bring 
her  in  by  a  back  door  of  toleration.”*  And  Dri 
Increafe  Mather  quoted  this  paffage  thirty  years 
afterwards,  and  then  faid,  I  believe  that  antichriH 
hath  not  at  this  day  a  more  probable  way  to  advance 
his  kingdom  of  darknefs,  than  by  a  toleration  of  al 
religions  and  perfuafions.”t  This  was  re-printed  ir 
Bofton  the  year  after  their  charter  was  taken  away 
But  Mather  and  his  brethren  were  fo  cruelly  perfe- 
cuted  by  the  ruling  powers  here,  that  he  went  ovei 
to  England  three  years  after,  and  thanked  the  Popift 
king  James,  for  his  declaration  for  liberty  of  con 
fcience.  After .  which  he  believed  that  our  Lore 
meant  the  world,  when  he  faid.  Let  both  grow  to 
gether  until  the  harveft.  J  Let  all  men  be  equallj 
protected,  and  no  worfhip  be  eftablifhed  by  humar 
laws,  nor  miniflers  fupported  thereby,  and  the  dan 
ger  they  feared  is  at  an  end.  Naked  Popery  is  weak 
in  our  land.  For  Mr.  John  Thayer,  who  was  borr 
in  Boflon,  went  to  Rome,  and  joined  to  their  churcl 
in  May,  1783,  from  whence  he  returned  througl 
Maryland,  and  arrived  at  Bofton  in  January,  1790 
and  he  hath  preached  up  the  infallibility  of  th( 
church  of  Rome,  prayers  for  the  dead,  and  othe 
opinions  of  theirs,  with  very  little  fuccefs.  But  ou: 
greateft  danger  is  from  the  power  of  the  world  ove: 
the  church  of  Chrifl. 

XII.  Dr.  Increafe  Mather  faid  to  the  churches  o 
New-England,  If  we  efpoufe  fuch  principles  a 

thefe,  namely.  That  churches  are  not  to  inquire  int( 
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f  Eledion  Sermon  at  Bofton,  May  23,  1677  ;  rc-printed  1685,  p.  IO< 
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the  regeneration  of  thofe  whom  they  admit  unto  their 
communion  :  that  admiffion  to  facraments  is  to  be 
left  wholly  to  the  prudence  and  confcience  of  the 
minifter  :  that  explicit  covenanting  with  God  and 
with  the  church  is  needlefs that  perfons  not  qualifi¬ 
ed  for  communion  in  fpecial  ordinances  fliall  ele^  paf- 
tors  of  churches  :  that  all  profefled  Chriftians  have 
a  right  to  baptifm  :  that  brethren  are  to  have  no 
voice  in  ecclefiaftical  councils  ;  that  the  elTence  of  a 
minifter’s  call  is  not  in  the  ele^ion  of  the  people,  but 
in  the  ceremony  of  impofng  hands  :  that  perfons  may 
be  eftablifhed  in  the  paftoral  office  without  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  neighbouring  churches  or  elders  ;  we 
then  give  away  the  whole  Congregational  caufe  at  once, 
and  a  great  part  of  the  Prelbyterian  difcipline  alfo.”* 
But  declenfion  prevailed  for  forty  years  longer,  un¬ 
til  the  churches  and  the  world  were  much  alike  ;  and 
then  God  poured  out  his  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  moll  ex- 
tenfive  manner  that  was  ever  known  in  America  ; 
and  great  numbers  flocked  into  the  churches,  where 
minifters  favoured  the  work.  Though  as  a  new  piece 
of  cloth  when  put  into  an  old  garment  will  make  the 
r€nt  worfe,  and  new  wine  will  burft  old  bottles,  even 
fo  was  it  with  old  churches,  in  which  the  doings  of 
men  were  blended  with  the  perfed  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift  for  juftification,  and  the  inventions  of  men 
with  his  laws  for  their  government.  For  by  the  year 
1744,  all  the  minifters  in  New-England  who  were 
fupported  by  the  laws  of  men,  were  afraid  to  preach 
in  any  parifli  where  another  minifter  was  fettled 
againft  his  confent  ;  which  was  making  minifters 
lords  over  God’s  heritage,  to  gratify  their  love  of filthy 
here.  1  Peter  v.  2,  3.  And  feparations  from  fuch 
minifters  and  churches  took  place  from  that  time, 
until  many  embraced  believers’  baptifm,  in  and  after 
1749.  And  a  great  change  hath  alfo  taken  place  in 
many  old  Baptift  churches.  And  now  loud  com¬ 
plaints 


*  Vindication  of  Gofpel  Order,  1 700.  p.  8 
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plaints  are  made  againft  the  Baptifts,  becaufe  the] 
dare  not  commune  in  the  ordinance  of  the  fupper 
xvith  thofe  who  were  only  fprinkled  in  their  infancy 
But  how  unreafonable  are  thefe  complaints  !  For  oui 
apoflle  fays,  We>  brethren,  as  Ifaac  was,  are  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  promife^  But  as  then,  he  that  was  born  af 
ter  the  flefli  perfeciited  him  that  was  born  after  th^ 
Spirit,  even  fo  it  is  now.  Neverthelefs,  what  faith 
the  fcripture  ?  Call  out  the  bond  woman  and  her 
fon  ;  for  the  fon  of  the  bond  v/oman  mail  not  be  heir 
with  the  fon  of  the  free  woman.  So  then,  brethrenj 
we  are  not  the  children  of  the  bond  woman,  but  oi 
the  free.  Stand  faff,  therefore,  in  the  lil^erty  where» 
with  Chrift  hath  made  us  free,  and  be  not  entangled 
again  with  the  yoke  of  bondage-  Gal.  iv.  28—31- 
V.  li  And  how  can  we  obey  this  law  of  Chrift,  if 
we  commune  with  any  in  the  holy  fupper  who  were 
only  fprinkled  in  their  infancy  ?  And  a  late  inftance 
may  help  to  Ihew  the  evil  of  fuch  covenants.  A 
man  in  one  of  the  Congregational  churches  w^as  con* 
vinced  that  he  was  not  born  again,  and  therefore  re^ 
frained  from  coming  to  the  ordinance  of  the  fupper- 
And  after  he  obtained  relief  in  his  own  mind,  he 
viewed  fuch  evils  in  the  church,  and  his  wife  alfo, 
that  they  thought  they  could  not  in  confcience  come 
to  communion  therein,  and  refrained  from  it*  The 
church  fent  a  committee  to  labour  with  them,  and 
they  requefted  a  difmiffion  from  the  church  ;  but 
inftead  of  it,  a  cenfure  was  fent  to  them,  which  faid. 
With  grief  of  heart  we  inform  you,  that  we  arc 
greatly  ftumbled  at  your  conduft,  in  breaking  a  fol- 
emn  and  facred  covenant  with  us,  in  w^hich  you 
bound  yourfelves,  in  the  prefence  of  the  great  God, 
to  walk  in  communion  with  us.  By  thus  breaking 
communion  with  us,  you  are  guilty  of  the  worft  kind 
of  perjury.  By  refufing  to  attend  communion,  or 
even  public  worftiip  with  us,  you  have  unchriftian- 
ized  the  whole  church,  and  have  really  excommuni¬ 
cated 
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cated  us/^  And  after  trying  to  prove  this  front 
fcripture,  and  reciting  the  law  of  Chrift  about  the* 
power  of  binding  and  loofmg,  they  fay,  We  ac¬ 
cordingly  have  met  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  and  in  his 
name  we  bind  you  under  the  cenfure  of  its  firft  ad¬ 
monition/^  This  was  dated  November  28,  1794-^ 
The  minifter  who  fent  them  this  cenfure  has  been  a 
noted  advocate  for  fupporting  their  w^ay  by  law  in 
our  country.  But  how  great  muft  be  the  bondage 
of  any  people,  who  muft  come  to  communion  in  a 
fociety  v/here  church  and  world  are  bound  together^ 
or  be  accufed  of  the  worft  kind  of  perjury  ?  How¬ 
ever^  the  faid  man  and  his  wife  renounced  thofe 
ways,  and  were  baptized  this  year,  and  joined  to  a 
Baptift  church.*  And  how  great  is  the  privilege 
which  we  enjoy,  to  anfwer  a  good  confcience  to¬ 
wards  God,  in  the  midft  of  all  the  confufioiis  of  the 
world ! 

XIIL  Europe  IS  full  of  confufion  and  blood ;  and 
America  is  become  fo  wanton  and  extravagant,  that 
it  coll  above  a  million  of  dollars,  and  an  army  of 
fifteen  thoufand  men  lall:  year,  to  compel  a  few  coun¬ 
ties  in  Pennfylvania  to  fubmit  to  the  taxing  pov/er  of 
our  government.  And  the  viftory  over  them  was 
accounted  fo  great  a  favour,  that  a  day  of  thankfgiv- 
ing  therefor  was  kept  through  all  thefe  United  States, 
February  19,  1795,  But  the  whole  country  hath 
been  full  of  controverfy  about  our  public  affairs  ever 
fince.  And  are  not  thefe  the  fhakings  among  the 
nations  which  God  will  purfue,  until  the  Defire  of 
all  Nations  lhall  come  ?  Flag.  ii.  7.  All  men  defire 
fafety  and  happinefs  j  and  this  can  only  be  enjoyed 
under  the  government  of  the  Son  of  God,  of  v/honi 
it  is  faid.  In  his  days  Judah  lhall  be  faved,  and  Ifrael 
lhall  dwell  fafely ;  and  this  is  his  name  whereby  he 
lhall  be  called,  THE  LORD  OUR  RIGFITEOUS- 
NESS. — I  am  againft  the  prophets,  faith  the  Lord, 
that  Ileal  my  words  every  one  from  his  neighbour. 

Behold, 
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Behold,  I  am  againfl;  the  prophets^  faith  the  Lord, 
that  ufe  their  tongues,  and  fay,  He  faith.  Behold, 

I  am  againfl  them  that  prophefy  falfe  dreams,  faith 
the  Lord,  and  do  tell  them,  and  caufe  my  people  to 
err  by  their  lies,  and  by  their  lightnefs ;  yet  I  fent 
them  not,  nor  commanded  them  j  therefore  they 
fhall  not  profit  this  people  at  all,  faith  the  Lord.  Jer. 
xxiii.  6,  30— “32.  The  precepts  and  promifes  of 
God  are  ever  connedled  together  ;  and  no  man  hath 
any  more  right  to  any  promife  which  Chrifl  hath 
made  to  his  miniflers,  who  doth  not  love  and  obey 
him  with  all  his  heart,  than  thieves  and  robbers  have 
to  the  property  of  honefh  men.  John  x.  i — g.  And 
how  much  ftealing  of  his  words  is  there  in  our 
land  ?  The  Congregational  fcheme  of  church  gov¬ 
ernment,  came  as  near  the  gofpel  plan,  as  any  plan  ^ 
ever  did  which  was  upheld  by  the  fword.  But  a 
zealous  advocate  for  it  lately  faid,  “  It  is  difficult  to 
fay  what  is  the  prefent  ecclefiaflical  conftitution  of 
the  Congregational  churches.’*  And  as  to  their 
faith,  he  fays,  “  The  body  of  them  are  Calvinifts  ; 
a  refpeftable  proportion  are  what  may  be  denomi¬ 
nated  Hopkinfian  Calvinifls ;  befide  thefe,  fome  are 
Arminians,  fome  Arians,  a  few  Socinians,  and  a 
number  who  have  adopted  Dr.  Chauncy’s  fcheme 
of  the  final  falvation  of  all  men.”*  This  account 
is  doubtlefs  true  in  general,  though  it  is  queftionable 
whether  there  are  not  more  Arminians  in  the 
churches  who  are  fupported  by  law  in  this  country, 
than  there  are  of  Calvinifls.  And  vafl_  pains  have 
been  taken,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  to  per- 
fuade  the  people,  that  all  the  wars  and  tyranny  that 
have  ever  taken  place  under  the  Chriflian  name, 
have  proceeded  from  the  doflrmes  of  Calvinifm. 
For  it  is  well  known  that  Augufline,  and  other  fath¬ 
ers  of  the  church  in  the  third  and  fourth  century, 

held  to  the  fame  dodrines  which  Calvin  embraced 

in 
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in  the  time  of  the  reformation  from  popery.  But 
God  fays.  Woe  be  to  the  (hepherds  of  Ifrael,that  feed 
themfelves  :  fhould  not  the  Ihepherds  feed  the  flocks  ? 
Ye  eat  the  fat,  and  ye  clothe  you  with  the  wool,  ye 
kill  them  that  are  fed,  but  ye  feed  not  the  flock. 
The  difeafed  have  ye  not  llrengthened,  neither  have 
ye  healed  that  which  was  fick,  neither  have  ye  bound 
up  that  which  was  broken,  neither  have  ye  brought 
again  that  which  was  driven  away,  neither  have 
ye  fought  that  which  was  loll ;  but  with  force  and 
with  cruelty  have  ye  ruled  them. — And  as  for  you, 
O  my  flock,  thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  Behold,  I 
judge  between  cattle  and  cattle,  between  the  rams 
and  the  he-goats.  Seemeth  it  a  fmall  thing  unto 
you,  to  have  eaten  up  the  good  pafture,  but  ye  muft 
tread  down  with  your  feet  the  relidue  of  your  paf- 
tures  ?  and  to  have  drunk  of  the  deep  waters,  but  ye 
mull  foul  the  refidue  with  your  feet  ?  Ezek.  xxxiv. 
CL — 1€.  This  is  an  exaft  defcription  of  the  beha¬ 
viour  of  falfe  teachers  and  profeflbrs,  in  every  age 
and  country,  where  revelation  hath  been  known. 
The  love  of  felf,  and  of  earthly  power  and  gain, 
with  ignorance  of  the  infinite  perfeftions  of  God, 
and  a  going  about  to  eftablifh  a  righteoufnefs  of  their 
own,  hath  caufed  all  the  oppreflions  and  cruel  perfe- 
cutions  that  ever  were  upon  earth.  ’  And  men  have 
trampled  upon  the  precious  doflirines  of  the  gofpel, 
and  have  defiled  the  deep  waters  of  revelation,  as 
wantonly  and  as  cruelly  as  wanton  cattle  ever  did, 
againfl:  the  weak  or  the  'difeafed.  But  if  men  in 
general  were  willing  to  be  taught  of  God,  and  to 
obey  the  pure  voice  of  his  holy  word,  fuch  peace 
and  happinefs  would  foon  be  enjoyed,  as  they  will 
not  now  believe  to  be  polTible  in  this  world. 

XIV.  Arians  and  Socinians,  both  deny  that  Je- 
fus  Chrifl:  is  God  by  nature,  and  the  latter  hold  him 
to  be  no  more  than  man.  But  there  is  no  fuch  faith 
as  theirs  in  heaven,  nor  in  hell,  nor  in  heathen  dark- 

G  nefs. 
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nefs.  Tor  all  the  angels  of  heaven  worlhip  Jefus  as 
the  Son  of  God.  Heb.  i.  6.  Luke  ii.  9 — 14.  And 
the  devils  faid,  What  have  we  to  do  with  thee,  Jefus 
thou  Son  of  God  ?  art  thou  come  hither  to  torment 
us  before  the  time  ?  Matt.  viii.  29.  And  the  great 
philofophers  at  Athens,  the  greatell  feat  of  learning 
in  the  heathen  world,  got  no  further  than  to  ereft 
an  altar  to  the  unknozvn  God,  In  the  midft  of  many 
idols.  Ads  xvii.  23.  So  that  all  men  who  profefs 
to  worlhip  but  One  God,  and  yet  deny  that  Jefus 
Chrift  is  truly  God,  have  corrupted  their  minds  more 
than  the  devils  ever  could  do,  and  have  carried  phi- 
lofophy  and  vain  deceit  beyond  what  the  old  hea¬ 
thens  ever  did.  And  God  fays,  Thefe  fpeak  evil  of 
thofe  things  which  they  know  not ;  but  what  they 
know  naturally,  as  brute  beafts,  in  thofe  things  they 
corrupt  themfelves.  Jude  10.  It  is  impoflible  to 
harden  brute  beads  againft  feai*  of  danger,  to  the  de¬ 
gree  that  many  men  harden  themfelves  againft  the 
fear  of  God’s  wrath  in  a  future  world.  The  caufe 
why  earthly  governments  have  no  right  to  admit 
fureties  in  capital  cafes,  is  becaufe  the  children  of 
men  cannot  juftly  lay  crimes  upon  any  innocent  per- 
fon,  nor  raife  a  dead  one  to  life,  nor  change  the 
heart  of  a  criminal.  But  it  is  as  certain  as  any  truth 
in  the  bible,  that  the  Son  of  God  freely  gave  himfelf 
to  die  for  our  fins,  and  that  he  arofe  again  for  our 
juftification,  and  that  he  gives  the  Holy  Spirit  _  to 
change  the  heart  of  the  chief  of  finners,  and  to  guide 
them  in  the  way  of  holinefs  to  eternal  happinefs. 
And  it  is  not  more  certain  from  the  word  of  God, 
that  the  righteous  will  have  everlafting  life,  than  it 
is  that  all  men  who  die  in  their  fins  will  have  ever¬ 
lafting  mifery  in  hell.  And  all  men  who  hold  the 
contrary,  deftroy  the  influence  of  promifes  and  oaths, 
more  than  they  do  in  the  church  of  Rome,  where 
they  hold  that  forae  men  will  have  their  fins  purged 

away  after  death,  by  the  help  of  the  prayers  of  the 

living. 
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living.  Therefore  the  Congregational  churches  in 
New*  England^  have  more  pernicious  errors  held  up 
among  them,  than  there  are  in  the  church  of  Rome. 
And  the  apoftle  John  fays,  Beloved,  believe  not  ev¬ 
ery  fpirit,  but  try  the  fpirits  whether  they  be  of  God  ; 
becaufe  many  falfe  prophets  are  gone  out  into  the 
world.  Hereby  know  ye  the  Spirit  of  God  :  Every 
fpirit  that  confelfeth  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  come  in  the 
fiefli,  is  of  God.  And  every  fpirit  that  confelfeth  not 
that  Jefus  Chrift  is  come  in  the  flefli,  is  not  of  God  : 
and  this  is  that  fpirit  of  antichrift,  whereof  ye  have 
heard  that  it  fhould  come,  and  even  now  already  is  it 
in  the  world.  Ye  are  of  God,  little  children,  and 
have  overcome  them ;  becaule  greater  is  he  that  is 
in  you,  than  he  that  is  in  the  world.  They  are  of 
the  world,  therefore  fpeak  they  of  the  world,  and 
the  world  heareth  them,  i  John  iv.  1—5.  A.nd 
worldly  property  is  the  only  qualification  for  voters 
in  our  governments,  for  rulers  and  minifters  ;  and 
yet  each  parifti  in  Connefticut,  is  called  an  ecclefi- 
aftical  fociety  in  the  laws  by  w^hich  they  fupport 
their  minifters. '  That  is,  they  are  worldly  churches. 
And  though  the  Maffachiifetts  do  not  call  each  par- 
ifli  a  church,  yet  they  put  the  whole  power  of  taxa¬ 
tion  for  religious  teachers  into  the  hands  of  the 
world,  without  the  leaft  regard  to  the  church  of 
Chrift  in  that  refpect.  In  another  law,  which  was 
made  in  1786,  the  deacons  of  each  church  are  em¬ 
powered  to  receive  donations  for  religious  purpofes, 
which  they  are  to  manage  according  to  the  defign  of 
the  donors,  for  the  good  of  the  church.  And  this 
opens  a  door  for  leading  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life 
in  all  godlinefs  and  honefty.  But  the  compelling  of 
any  man  to  fupport  any  religious  teacher  whom  he 
doth  not  choofe,  is  a  denial  of  the  authority  of  Chrift. 
For  he  fays.  As  ye  would  that  men  fhould  do  to  you, 
do  ye  alfo  to  them  likewife. — For  every  tree  is  known 
by  his  own  fruit  ;  for  of  thorns  men  do  not  gather 
figs,  nor  of  a  bramble-bufh  gather  they  grapes.  A 
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good  man  out  of  the  good  treafure  of  his  heart 
bringeth  forth  that  which  is  good  ;  and  an  evil  man 
out  of  th^  evil  treafure  of  his  heart  bringeth  forth 
‘  that  which  is  evil ;  for  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart 
his  mouth  fpeaketh.  And  why  call  ye  me  Lord, 
Lord,  and  do  not  the  things  which  I  fay  ?  Luke  vi. 
31 5  44 — 46.  How  do  all  men  praftically  deny  Jefus 
Chrift  to  be  Lord,  who  refufe  to  believe  and  obey 
him  ?  For  unto  the  pure  all  things  are  pure ;  but 
unto  them  that  are  defiled  and  unbelieving,  is  noth¬ 
ing  pure  ;  but  even  their  mind  and  confcience  is 
defiled.  They  profefs  that  they  know  God,  but  in 
works  they  deny  him,  being  abominable,  and  difo- 
bedient,  and  unto  every  good  work  reprobate.  Titus 
i.  15,  16.  And  all  men  allow  that  actions  fpeak 
louder  than  words,  and  alfo  that  injuries  from  pro- 
feffed  friends,  are  more  grievous  than  from  open  en¬ 
emies.  How  full  then  is  the  world  of  the  iniquity 
of  denying  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  come  In  the  flefli  ? 
And  this  is  according  to  the  prophecy  which  fays. 
There  are  certain  men  crept  in  unawares,  who  were 
before  of  old  ordained  to  this  condemnation,  un¬ 
godly  men,  turning  the  grace  of  our  God  into  laf- 
civioufnefs,  and  denying  the  only  Lord  God,  and 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Jude  4.  All  men  who  in¬ 
dulge  themfelves  in  fm  becaufe  God  is  infinitely 
gracious,  are  more  or  lefs  guilty  of  thefe  evils.  And 
though  the  national  church  of  Ifrael  was  conftituted 
by  God  himfelf,  yet  all  orders  among  them  became 
fo  corrupt  that  he  faid.  The  beft  of  them  is  as  a  bri¬ 
er,  the  moft  upright  is  fharper  than  a  thorn-hedge. 
Micah  vii.  4.  And  if  it  was  fo  with  a  church 
which  God  formed,  how  much  more  deftruclive  are 
churches  that  are  formed  by  the  laws  of  men,  en¬ 
forced  by  the  fword  ?  How  do  all  men  praftically 
deny  Jefus  Chrift  to  be  Lord,  who  refufe  to  obey 
his  laws  for  the  government  of  his  church  ?  But 
how  have  the  churches  increafed  in  our  land,  who 
hold  him  to  be  their  only  lawgiver  ? 

CHAP. 
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A.  LIST  of  the  Baptift  Churches  in  the  Five  States 
of  New-England,  for  the  year  1795. 

The  firft  column  contains  the  year  in  which  the 
church  was  conftituted,  as  far  as  it  is  known  ;  the 
fecond  the  name  of  the  town  ;  the  third  its  diftance 
from  Boflon  ;  the  fourth,  the  name  of  their  minifter, 
if  they  have  any  ;  the  fifth  the  number  of  members 
in  each  church  where  it  could  be  obtained. 


State  of  Massachusetts, 
.  County  0) 


Year.  Town. 

1665  Bofton 

1743 


Miles.  Minifters, 

Samuel  Stillman,  D.  P. 
Thomas  Baldwin,  A.  M. 

County  of  Norfolk,  ' 

1 750  Bellingham  34  Noah  Alden 

1769  Wrentham  30  William  Williams,  A.  M. 

l776MedfieId  20  Edward  Clarke* 

1780  Randolph  16  Joel  Briggs,  A.'  M. 

Comity  of  Plymouth, 

Middlebor-  rr  t>  i 

llaac  Backus 


*756 


33 


ough 

1757  42 

1761  ^  43 

1785  BridgVvater  25 
1788  Marflifield  33 


Ebene^er  Hinds 
Samuel'Nelfon 
George  Robinfon 


1791  Carver 

1663  Swanfea 
1693 

1753  Rehoboth 

1762 

1772 


50  John  Tripp 

County  of  Brlftol.  . 

52  CharlesThompfon,  A.M- 

55  Ruffel  Mafon 

51  Thomas  Seamans 
48  John  Hicks 

48  Jacob  Hicks 


No. 

267 

158 

51 

40 

42 

58 


29 

107 

53 

26 

52 

1 50 
346 
45 

40 

i3'9 
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Year.  Town. 

1777 

Miles. 

40 

Miniflers. 

Jeremiah  Irons 

No. 

56 

1780 

45 

15 

1789 

42 

Aaron  Wheeler 

36 

1794 

44 

John  Peirce  Jones 

31 

1761  Taunton 

37 

Ebenezer  Nelfon 

55 

1769  Attleboro^ 

32 

Laban  Thurber 

68 

1781 

38 

Eliflia  Carpenter 

49 

1772  Dighton 

50 

Enoch  Goff 

250 

1774  Freetown 

48 

John  Lawrance 

20 

1781 

5® 

Philip  Hathway 

5® 

i774Ne.  Bedford53 

Zaccbeus  Tobey 

i8 

1781  Dartmouth  58 

Daniel  Hicks 

347 

1780  Raynham 

37 

County  of  Barnjlable. 

14 

1757  Harwich 

84 

Abner  Lewis 

•  72 

1693  Chllmark 
1780  Tifbury 

1765  Haverhill 
Almfbury 
1785  Rowley 
1793  Danvers 


Dukes  County. 

99 

97  David  Leonard,  A.  B, 

County  of  EJJex, 

33  Hezekiah  Smith,  A.  M. 
CO  Mofes  Chace 
26 

I S  Thomas  Green 

County  of  Middlefex. 

1771  Chelmsford 25  John  Peckens 
1780  Newton  9  Jofeph  Grafton 

178 1 7  Shubael  Lovell 

'  k  Woburn  5  10 
i789  Wefl:on  14 

County  ofWorceJler. 

1738  Leicefter  58  Nathan  Dana 

1749  Sturbridge  65;  Zenas  L.  Leonard^  A,  B. 

1762  Charlton  60  David  Rathbun 

176  c  Sutton  47  Samuel  Waters 

1786  46 


58 

i6 

45 

176 

5® 

3® 

95 

94 

84 
"1 8 

45 

96 

52 

'37 


*7 
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Town. 


Mlniflers. 

William  Batcheller 

Mofes  Kenney 
liUah  Parker 


Miles. 

41 

i768  Hardwich  70 
1770  Royalftone  80 
1776  Harvard  35 
Afliburn-  ^ 

'779  ham 

o  North- 
^  bridge  * 4© 

1782  Templeton  60 
1791  Upton  45 

County  of  Hampjhire. 
1736  S-BrlmfieldSo  Elijah  Codding 

,78q^^- Spring- 
*7^9  field  I 


John  Cooper 


Simeon  Snow 


00 

1761  Afhfield  117 

1788  117 
i765  Leverett  95 
1 768  Wilbraham  83 

*793  85 

1772  New-Salem85 
1780  Shutefbury  88 
1780  Leyden  112 
Chefter-  ^ 

■780  Beld  ^ 

i78oColerain  116 

1789  ti6 
i784Weftfield  105 

1785  Ruffell  III 

1786  Shelburne  1 12 

1788  Conway  no 

1789  Whateley  107 
1789  Buckland  120 

Bernard- 

■789  Hi 

1789  Granville  120 
Charle- 

1790 


Jeffe  Wightman’* 
Edward  Upham,  A.  M. 
Ebenezer  Smith 
Enos  Smith 


Seth  Clark 


Jofiah  Orcott 
Jofeph  Smellage 
Jofeph  Greene 

Ebenezer  Vining 

Edmund  Littlefield 

Ebenezer  Stow 
David  Long 

Afa  Todd 


Levi  Hodge 


mont 

'*  Mr.  Wightman  i»  the  prefent  paflor  of  this  church. 


96  A  CHURCH  HISTORY  [Chap.  IV, 


Year.  Town.  Miles.  Miniflers. 

1793  Monfon  80  Samuel  Webfter 

1795  Belcherton  85  Samuel  Bigelow 

1795  Granby  85  Silas  Falk 

County  of  Berkjhire. 

1 40  Peter  W  erden 


142 

144 

140 

150 

135 


1769  Chefhire 

1771 
1791 

1772  Pittsfield 
1772  Hancock 

Walhing- 
•  ‘ '  ton 
1779  Sandisfieldi26 

1788 

_no  Bullockf- 
'J’SS  grant  '35 

1789  Great- 
Barrington 

1790  Stock- 

bridge  &  1 50 

W.Stockb. 

1791  Middlefield 
William- 

fton 


John  Leland 
Valentine  Rathbun 
Clark  Rogers 

John  Nichols 

Benjamin  Baldwii^ 
Nathan  Hafkins 

Jeduthan  Grey 


^35 


1768  Berwick 
1772  Sanford  98 

1780  Wells  88 

1781  Shapleigh  108 

1782  Coxhall  108 
1795  Limerick 
1782  Perfonfield 

Water- 

borough 

1791  no 

1791  Fryeburghibo 
J792  Corniih 


County  of  Tork. 

86  William  Hooper 


Nathaniel  Lord 
Tozer  Lord 
Nehemiah  Davis 
Simon  Lock 
Levi  Chadbourn 
Samuel  Weeks 

Pelatiah  Tingley,  A.  M. 

Henry  Smith 
Zebadiah  Richardfon 


No. 

18 

^5 

^55 

35 

173 

31 

54 
68 

88 

60 

55 

t 

76 


Samuel  Whelpley,  A.  M.  86 


20 

i6 


93 

34 

63 

40 

55 

57 

5P 

13 

30 

28 

25 

47 
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County  of  Cumberland. 

Year.  Town.  Miles. 

Mlnifters. 

N«. 

1768  Goreham  130 

James  M’Corfon 

28 

1785  Harpfwell  162 

Samuel  Woodward 

53 

1791  Hebron  162 

Samuel  Flagg 

39 

1791  Buckfield  165 

32 

1791  Paris  170 

James  Hooper 

34 

1793  Livermore 

Elijha  Williams^  A.  M. 

60 

Ne.  Glou-  ,  ^ 
'Wi  teller 

Nathan  Merrill 

16 

1782  ift.  do. 

10 

Raymonds 
'  town 

Zechariah  Leach 

40 

» 

County  of  Lincoln. 

- 

0  Bowdoin- 
ham  ‘7^ 

Job  Macomber 

40 

Q  Thomaf- 

■784  „„  ais 

Eliflia  Snow 

.  90 

1784  Edgecomb 

Daniel  Hebbard 

100 

1788  Bowdoin  166 

James  Potter 

37 

1791 

William  Stinfon 

♦  V  .  .  •  *1. 

54 

^794 

24 

^00  Vaffalbor- 
1788  ,  203 

'  ough  ^ 

Nehemiah  Gould 

39 

1789  Ballfton,  195 

Jofliua  Youiig 

23 

1791  Sidney 

Afa  Wilbur 

53 

1791  Cufhing  216 

Ephraim  Hall 

49 

1792  Sterling 

Eliphalet  Smith 

51 

1792  Readfield  190 

Ifaac  Cafe 

80 

i792  Lewifton 

^  58 

1793  Mufcongus  205 

Andrew  Fuller 

31 

1793  Greene 

51 

^  Noblebor- 

* 

ough 

* 

15 

1794  N.  Sandwich 

Lemuel  Jackfon 

18 

1795  Canaan 

Mephibofheth  Cain 

30 

1795  B^rrettftown 

18 
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Year.  Town.  ^  Miles.  Miniflers. 

1794  N.  Vineyard 

1790  Sandy- River  Edward  Lock 

County  of  Hancock. 

I79ilflefoorough  260  Thomas  Eames 


’  ‘  >  '  8463 

3  .  \  Churches.  •  .  ,  ,  \  '  Minifters. 


130 

i  , 

10c 

t 

State  i 

OF  RHODE-IsLANCr* 

1 

w 

County  of  Providence.  . .  , 

1639  Providence  45 

.  Stephen  Gano 

21® 

1706  Smithfield 

55 

JohnWinfor 

150 

'6,3 

1725  Scituate 

56 

y  ...  /  •  %  .  - 

1766 

John  Weftcoat  - 

Cumber- 

land 

34 

Abner  Ballou 

•  -  P  i»  r 

48 

1762 

36’ 

I  ■  '  ^  - 

V  -  .  •  •■  ■  ■  •  f  -■ 

.  36 

1749  Gloucefter  6q- 

Jofeph  Winfor 

1778 

William  Bowen 

58 

1790 

Stephen  Place 

60 

1771  Johnfton 

48 

Samuel  Winfor 

50 

1766  Fofter 

63 

John  Williams 

107 

1789 

John  Hammond 

91 

Nor.  Prov- 
•7«5  wence 

■48 

Rufus  TefFt' 

170 

County  of  Newport.  '  '  < 

1644  Newport 

72 

Michael  Eddy 

90 

1656 

Gardner  Thurflon 

225 

1671 

William  Blifs 

54 

1788 

Caleb  Greene 

1685  Tiverton 

70 

Peleg  Burroughs 

122 

1781 

62 

James  Boomer 

24 

New  Shore-g 
*772  ham 

Thomas  Dodge 

45 

No. 

20 

100 


County  of  BriJioL 

Year.  Town.*  Miles,  '  Minifters. 

1 764  Warren  53  Luther  Baker 

County  of  Wafhington, 
1708  Hopkinton  90  John  Burdick 


Afa  Coon 
John  Gardner 


North  King-g^  Nathan  Hill 


fton 

1767 


1788 

1750  Exeter 
i7SoWefterly  95 
1770 

>778  ®;i““”s-75 


66  Philip  Jenkins 
70  William  Nonhup 
70  fohn  Tillinghaji 


» 

Benjamin  Weight 


J794 

1772  Richmond  75  Henry  Joflm 


2774 

1774 


Benjamin  Barber 


51 

116 

66 

37 


County  of  Kent. 

172  c  Warwick  cS  ,  Samuel-Littlefield 

1791  54 

1743  Thomas  Manchefter 

1752  Coventry  58  Thomas  Manchefter 

1774  .  66  John  ,Benfon 

i78o^^^,P^^^”'67  Elifha  Greene 
'  wicn  '  ' 


40 

35 


Chtirches, 

40 


Mlnifters. 

34 


124 

ioo< 


o 

o 


State 
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Year.  Town.  Miles. 

1705  Groton  113 
1765  117 

1 743  Stonington  too 
1765  104 

1775  no 

1793 

New  Lon- 

”5 

iyS6  1 18 

1 743  Colchefter  1 05 
1784  100 

1752  Lyme  120 
1786  Montville  iio 


State  of  Connecticut# 
County  of  New-London. 


Minifters. 

Timothy  Wightman 
Silas  Burris 
Peleg  Randal 
Simeon  Brown 
Valentine  W.  Rathbun 
Samuel  Northup 

Zadock  Darrow 

Davis  Rogers 
Abel  Palmer 
Chriftopher  Palmer 
Jafon  Lee 
Reuben  Palmer 


J786Prefton  85 

County  of  Windham, 
i75oThompfon  57  John  Martin 
1766  Woodftock66 
1792  68 

i774A{hfor4  74 

72 
69 
67 


1776 
1792 

*794 

J776  Killingly 
1776  Hampton 
1792  Plainfield 


Amos  Wells 
Dyer  Stark 
John  Rathbun 


Daniel  Bolton 


1739  Farming- 
ton 

1775  SulEeld 
1780  Briftol 
'oc  Winton- 
bury 

1789  Hartford 


N«. 

182 

81 

*45 

194 

46 

46 

268 

24 

.90 

58 

264 

52 

60 


loo 

73 

76 

90 

54 

38 


65 

70 

Peter  Rogers 

:  63 

72  • 

Nathaniel  Cole 

^7 

County  of  Hartford. 

f 

i2y 

Calvin  Hulbert 

40 

107 

John  Haftings  • 

103 

70 

112 

Afhbel  Gillet 

50 

106 

5° 

is' 
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Year.  Town.  Miles. 

Windfor  no' 

o  Eafl  Hart- 
1789 


Minifters. 


lOI 


Stephen  Shepard 

Seth  Parfons 
Chriftopher  Minor 


ford 

1790  Somers  104 

1792  Enfield  100 

1793  Symfbury 

County  of  New-Haven. 

i787  WalHng-  ^ 
ford 

1792 

County  of  Fairfield 4 

1751  Stratfield  166  Stephen  Royce 
1773  Stamford  194 
1773  Greenwich204 
1785  Danbury 


Ebenezer  Ferris 
Nathaniel  Finch 
Elijah  Wheeler 


1790 

1789  Ridgfield 
1794  Newtown 


Elias  Lee 
John  Sherman 

County  of  Litchfield* 

1786  Warren 

1788  Torrington 

1789  Canaan 

1789  Litchfield 

1790  New  Hartford 

1790  Roxbury 

1791  Watertown 
1791  New  Milford 
1793  Colebrook 
1793  Sharon 

County  of  Middlefex. 
i76oSaybrook  136  Eliphalet  Lefter 
1788  William  Hill 

1778  Chatham  127  Solomon  Wheat 

1783 

_ Eaft  Had-  . 

dam 


Amos  Tuttle 
Epaphras  Thompfon 

Daniel  Wildman 

Rufus  Babcock 


Simeon  DIckinfon 
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County  of  Tolland. 

Year.  Town*  Miles.  Minifters.  No 

1780  Willington  8 1  David  Lillibridgs  »  48 

1780  Coventry  92  ic 

1786  Stafford  87  24 


3547 


Churches*  Miniflcrs* 

60  40 


State  of  New-Hampshire* 


County  of  Rockingham, 


1771  Brentwood  53 

Samuel  Shepard 

45^ 

1780  Northv/ood 

Edmund  Pilfoury 

104 

1780  Salem  46 

57 

1796  Newtown  40 

John  Peak 

County  of  Strafford, 

1772  Gllmanton 

Walter  Powers 

67 

1780  Meredith 

Nicholas  Foifom 

64 

1780  Sandbornton 

John  Crocket 

61 

1793  Sandwich 

Jacob  Jewel 

1 12 

County  of  Hiiljborough, 

1782  Sutton 

Samuel  Ambrofe  * 

'  A  ■> 

87 

1782  Temple 

43- 

1783  Weare 

Amos  Wood,  A.  B. 

40 

1786  Mafon 

William  Elliot  - 

3^ 

1787  Hopkinton 

Elifha  Andrews 

75 

1787  Amherft 

.  .  30 

1788  New  London 

Job  Seamans 

■■I  18 

1791  Hollis 

31 

1793  Salifbury 

Elias  Smith 

134 

County  of  Chefhire, 

1770  Richmond 

Ifaac  Kenney 

145 

1771  Weft  mor  eland 

Ebenezer  Bailey 

39 

1791 

Nathaniel  Wilbore 

1 3 

1777  Marlow 

Eleazer  Beckwith 

131 

1795-]  Of  N] 

Year.  Town.  Miles. 

1778  Newport 
1781  Wendal 
1785  Dublin 
1787  Corniih 

1790  Fitzwilliam 

1791  Alftead 

1792  Swanfea 
1792  Hanover  130 
1792  Plainfield  126 

County  of  Grafton, 

i78oNewHoldernefs  Jeremiah  Ward 

Cotton  Hains 
Uriah  Smith 
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Minjflers. 

.  No. 

Biel  Ledoyt 

89 

Nehemiah  Woodward 

25 

Elijah  Willard 

33 

Jedidiah  Hebbard 

28 

Jeremiah  Higbie 

■'  54 

18 

Abel  Bridgman 

- 

Jonathan  Cram 


120 
1 10 


1780  Rumney 
1783  Canaan 
1785  Grafton 
1788  LandafF 
1790  Dartmouth 

1792  Cockermouth 

1793  Dorchefter 
1793  Wentworth 


Ifaiah  Stone 
Daniel  Brainard 


Samuel  Currier 


36 


32 

78 

34 

16 
101 
.  20 

32 

50 

38 


1794  Lyme  135 

^5 

1794  Alexandria 

i 

15 

2562 

Churches. 

Minifters. 

41 

30 

State 

OF  Vermont.* 

! 

County  of  Bennington. 

1768  Shaftlbury 

24 

30 

1780 

30 

1788 

Caleb  Blood 

160 

1773  Pownal 

Caleb  Nichols 

165 

1781  Manchefler 

Jofeph  Cornel 

39 

*  The  diftaices  of  the  town*  in  Vermont  from  Bofton  are  fo  little  knowa 

tkat  they  arc  omitted. 
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Year.  Town, 

Minifters. 

No. 

1784  Halifax 

Abner  Bemis 

14 

1791  Soinerfet 

27 

County  of  Addifoiii 

1786  Leiceftef 

1787  Orwell 

io8 

1788  Brandoii 

Calvin  Chamberlain 

65 

1793  Georgia 

20 

1794  Shoreham 

30  ’ 

County  of  Rutland. 

1780  Wallingford 

Henry  Green 

88 

1782  Middletown 

Silvanus  Haing 

43 

1782  Ira 

» 

49 

1783  Pittsford 

Elifha  Rich 

45 

1784  Clarendon 

Ifaac  Beals 

46 

1785  Pultney 

1 

1787  Hubbardflon 

1790  Powlet 

24 

County  of  Windham* 

1780  Guilford 

102 

1782 

Peieg  Hicks 

1791 

Whitman  Jacobs 

53 

1782  Weftminflier 

32 

1783  Dummerfton 

Rufus  Freeman 

171 

1783  Athens 

25 

1786  Putney 

! 

63 

1789  Rockingham 

40 

1790  Jameca 

26 

179a  Wardfboro^ 

Simeon  Coombs 

29 

County  of  Chittenden. 

1793  Fairfax 

Rofwell  Meers 

22 

1793  Cambridge 

Jofeph  Call 

1794  Alburgh 

13 

1793  Monktown 

20 

1794  Bolton 

15 

1794  Richmond 

25 

m 


N  ^ 


1795.]  OF 

NEW-ENGLAND, 

105 

County  of  Windfor, 

Year.  Town. 

Minillcrs. 

No. 

1780  Woodftock 

Eli/lia  Ranfom 

144 

1782  Bridgwater 

101 

1784  Windfor 

Rofwel  Smith 

57 

1784  Royalton 

John  Hebbard 

5^ 

1788  Reading 

3* 

1 789  Cheller 

Aaron  Leland 

^7 

1789  Hartford 

John  Drew 

45 

1789  Thetford 

1789  Sharon 

16 

1792  Norwich 

Robert  Low 

'  43 

1794  Hartland 

County  of  Orange, 

3^ 

1783  Corinth 

'  Thomas  Weft  ■  * 

88 

1 788  Danville 

Ifaac  Roots 

* 

28 

2480 

Churches.  Miniflers, 

48 

23 

The  whole  number  of  Baiptlft  churches,  mlnifters, 
and  members,  in  thefe  States,  are  as  follow. 


Maffachufetts 
Rhode  Ifland 
Connefticut 
New  Hampfhire 
Vermont 

In  all  New  England 


New  York 
New  Jerfey 
Pennfylvania 
Delaware 


Churches. 

Minifters. 

136 

105 

40 

34 

60 

40 

41 

30 

48 

23 

325 

232 

Churches. 

Minifters. 

84 

Ill 

30 

30 

3^ 

35 

8 

10 

Members, 

8463 

3850 

3547 

2562 

2480 


20902 


Members. 

5263 

2177 

1368 

390 


H 
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Maryland 

Churches. 

17 

Miniflers. 

Members. 

920 

Virginia 

227 

272 

22793 

Kentuckey 

57  ■ 

67 

■  3483 

North  Carolina 

112 

172 

8017 

South  Carolina  ' 

76 

98 

4554 

Georgia 

61 

79 

3227 

North-Weft  Territory 

18 

25 

133^ 

1152 

1125 

73767 

The  account  of  the  churches,  minifters  and*  mem¬ 
bers  fouth  of  New-England  is  taken  from  Afplund’s 
Regifter  for  1794,  as  feme  are  in  New-England; 
though  the  moft  of  thefe  are  from  later  accounts. 
He  has  numbered  all  licenfed  preachers,  but  I  reckon 
only  thofe  who  are  ordained. 
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CHAP.  V. 

A  CONCISE  View  of  the  Sects  in  America, 
AND  OF  their  DIFFERENT  ASSOCIATIONS. 

I.  Religious  Liberty  is  not  the  Caufe  of  Se^s  and  Parties 
among  Chrijtians.  II.  A  View  of  our  Southern 
States,  III.  Each  Church  of  Chrijl  fhould  adl  as 
one  united  Body,  IV.  An  Account  of  the  Warren 
AJfociation,  V.  And  of  thofe  of  Stonington^  New-^ 
Hanipjhire^  Shaftjbury^  Woodjlock^  Bowdoinham^  Ver- 
monty  Meredith^  Danbury  and  Leyden,  VI.  The 
Nature  of  thefe  Affociations  defcribed,  VII.  And  of 

three  others^  with  general  Obfervaiions  upon  the  utii* 
verfal  Rule  of  Equity, 

I.  What  {hall  we  think  of  the  prophecy  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  volume  ?  For  it  fays,  Through  the 
liberty  enjoyed  here, all  religious  fefts  will  grow  up  in¬ 
to  large  and  refpeftable  bodies.  But  the  Congregation¬ 
al  and  Prefbyterian  denomination,  however  hitherto 
defpifed,  will,  by  the  bleffing  of  Heaven,  continue  to 
hold  the  greateft  figure  in  America  ;  and,  notwith- 
{landing  all  the  fruitlefs  labours  and  exertions  to 
profelyte  us  to  other  communions,  become  more  nu¬ 
merous  than  the  whole  colleflive  body  of  our  fellow 
Proteilants  in  Europe.  The  whole  profelytifm  of 
New-England  in  particular,  for  fixty  or  feventy  years 
pall,  has  not  exceeded  eight  or  ten  thoufand,  while 
our  augment  in  that  term,  by  natural  increafe,  has 
been  half  a  million.’*  In  the  firft  place  there  was  a 
great  miftake,  in  fuppofing  that  religious  liberty 
would  favour  the  growth  of  religious  fefts.  For 
cruel  oppreflion  was  the  caufe  of  the  increafe  of  fefts 
in  England,  as  it  was  of  the  flight  of  our  fathers  into 
America.  And  the  hanging  of  four  Quakers  in 
Bollon,  greatly  promoted  their  fe£l  in  this  country  ; 

H  2  and 
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and  the  light  and  liberty  which  has  been  enjoyed  in 
latter  years  has  been  far  from  increafing  their  num- 
i.)ei.  ^  J  lie  lect  which  John  Rogers  began  at  New- 
I.ondon  in  1677,  owed  its  increafe  to  the  feverityof 
ConiieHicut  government  againft  them;  and  fiiice 
that  has  ceafed,  their  fociety  has  nearly  dilfolved. 
Aiid^  although  the  Sandemanians  made  a  great  noife 
in  i^iew-England,  from  1764  to  17755  7^^?  having  no 
opprellioii  to  complain  of,  they  have  hardly  a  name 
now  left  among  us.  The  followers  of  Jemima  Wil- 
kinfon,  alfo,  who  made  their  appearance  October, 
1776,  and  continued  for  fome  years  after,  are  now 
all  gone  from  among  us.  And  though  the  Shakers 
were  a  large  body  when  the  above  prophecy  was^ 
publiflied,  yet  we  feldom  hear  of  them  now,  unlefs  it 
be  by  way  of  obferving  that  the  power  which  then 
aftuated  them  is  gone ;  and  their  attention  is  much 
fixed  upon  worldly  fchemes  of  gain.  Epifcopalians 
received  vaft  fums  of  money  from  England  to  fup- 
port  their  minifters,  from  1701  to  1775,  and  thofe 
who  turned  to  them  were  exempted  from  taxes  to 
Congreptional  minifters  ;  and  as  oppreffion  was 
greater  in  Connefticut,  than  in  other  governments 
in  New-England,.they  increafed  the  moll  there  ;  but 
fince  the  independence  of  America,  they  do  not  in¬ 
creafe  in  mod  parts  of  the  country  ;  and  in  the  whole 
of  the  old  colony  of  Plymouth  they  have  but  one 
minifler,  and  he  hath  but  a  few  hearers.  And  if  the 
Congregational  and  Preftyterian  miniflers  in  the 
MaHachufetts,  Conneclicut,  New-Hamplhire  and 
Vermont,  had  not  the  fword  of  the  ma'giflrate  to 
fupport  them,  no  one  can  tell  how  fmall  their  num¬ 
ber  would  foon  be. 

II.  And  as  the  above  prophecy  refers  to  all  Amer¬ 
ica,  we  are  called  to  look  into  our  fouthern  States. 
After  our  independence  was  ellablilhed,  the  Prefby- 
terians  in  thofe  parts  entered  upon  mcafiires  to  unite 
all  their  focieties  under  one  head  ;  to  promote  which, 

a  book 
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.  a  book  was  publiflicd  in  North-Carolina  in  1788, 
wherein  the  author  lays,  “  I  have  often  thought,  that 
the  popular  Congregational  government  of  tlie  Imle- 
pendents,  joined  to  the  Prelbyterial  judicatures,  as 
a  final  refort,  would  form  the  moft  perfect  model 
of  church  government  that  the  Hate  of  things  on 
earth  will'  admit  of.”  But  this  model  hath  been 
tried  in  Conneflicut,  with  the  fword  of  the  magif- 
trate  to  help  it,  ever  fmce  1708,  and  how  far  is  it 
now  from  perfection  ?  In  the  fame  page,  the  author 
fays  of  theBaptifts  in  thofe  parts,  “  Conhderiag  that 
they  have  no  written  Itandard  of  orthodoxy,  and  that 
their  preachers  are  men  without  a  libera!  "education, 
I  have  often  fat  with  wonder  and  pleafure  to  hear 
them  fo  found  in  doCfrine  as  they  really  are.  In 
church  government,  the  Baptilfs  have  adopted  the 
independent  plan  the  inconveniency  of  which  they 
often  experience,  as  it  provides  no  final  ainl  decifive 
judge  of  controverfy,  nor  tribunal  to  pronounce  on 
herefy  or  _  falfe  doCtrine.  But  the  diftinguillring 
chai acfet ilfic  of  tne  Baptiff  profellion  is  their  ex¬ 
cluding  infant,  and  praaifing  only  adult  baptifm, 
and  making  it  their  great  term  of  communion,  ex¬ 
cluding  all  other  Chriftians  from  the  Lord’s  table 
among  them,  and  not  fuffering  their  members  to 
communicate  with  other  churches,  flow  they  can 
acknowledge  any  other  people  to  be  a  church  of 
Chrilf,  and  yet  continue  this  bar  of  feparaticn,  is  not 
to  be  accounted  for.”*  But  if  the  holy  fcriptures  are 
not  a  perfecf  Itandard  of  orthodoxy,  and  if  each  par¬ 
ticular  church  of  Ghriff  hath  not  power  from  hint  to 
receive  all  members  and  officers  who  are  defcribed 
therein,  and  alfo  to  exclude  all  oflicers  and  members 
who  bleak  his  laws  and  refufe  to  manifell  repentance 
therefor,  we  know  not  where  to  go  lor  any  rule  oi 
faith  and  condudf  ;  nor  for  power  to  govern  us  in 

religious  affairs.  And  as  to  his  lalt  difficultv,  it  mav 

*  ^ 


Pdttillo’s  Sermons,  48,  49. 
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be  obferved,  that  circumcifion  was  as  neceflary  in  a 
member  of  the  church  of  Ifrael,  as  baptifm  can  be  in 
the  church  of  Chrift :  yet  Mofes,  that  eminent  fer- 
vant  of  God,  did  not  circumcife  his  children  while 
he  was  in  Midian  ;  but  when  he  was  going  to  lead 
Ifrael  out  of  their  bondage  in  Egypt,  he  was  con- 
ftrained  to  have  them  circumcifed,  even  at  the  peril 
of  his  own  life.  Exod.  iv.  24,  25.  And  the  nation 
of  Ifrael  were  the  church  of  God  in  the  wildernefs, 
and  yet  they  did  not  circumcife  their  children  for 
forty  years;  though  they  v/ere  not  fuffered  to  neglefl: 
it  in  the  promifed  land.  Jofliua  v.  2* — 5,  And  the 

church  of  Chrift  hath  been  in  Egyptian  bondage, 
and  in  a  great  and  terrible  wildernefs,  ever  fince  the 
beaft  arofe  out  of  the  bottomlefs  pit.  Rev.  xi.  2,  8. 
xii.  14.  xiii.  5.  The  caufe  why  many  Chriftians  were 
for  continuing  circumcifion,  after  it'was  out  of  date, 
was  the  fear  of  perfecution  for  the  crofs  of  Chrift. 
But  Paul  faid,  God  forbid  that  I  ftiould  glory,  fave 
in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom  the 
world  is  crucified  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the  world, 
For  in  Chrift  Jefus  neither  circumcifion  availeth  any 
thing,  nor  uncircutncifion,  but  a  new  creature. 
Gal.  vi.  12- — 15.  But  infant  baptifm  binds  the 
church  and  world  together,  inftead  of  crucifying  any 
one  to  the  world,  and  the  world  to  him.  Yet  our 
author  fays  of  the  Baptifts,  They  made  their  ap¬ 
pearance  in  Germany  foon  after  the  reformation  be¬ 
gan.  But  the  prefent  race  of  Baptifts  are  happily 
very  unlike  the  furious  and  blood-thirfty  bigots  who 
wore  the  name  at  that  time.’^*  As  if  Chrift  and  his 
difciples  had  not  been  Baptifts  near  fifteen  hundred 
years  before  the  reformation  in  Germany.  And  has 
any  man  ever  been  able  to  produce  a  mention  of  in¬ 
fant  baptifm  before  the  third  century  ?  And  in  the 
next  century,  Conftantine  brought  the  fword  into 
the  church  to  punifh  heretics,  and  to  fupport  reli¬ 
gious 


*  Ibid.  p.  4.7 
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gious  mlniflers ;  and  blood  and  flavery,  deceit  and 
cruelty,  have  followed  thofe  fuperftitions  ever  fmce, 
though  many  good  men  have  been  enfnared  in  thofe 
ways.  In  the  year  1789  many  Prefbyterians  met  at 
Philadelphia,  and  formed  a  tribunal  which  they 
called,  The  General  Affembly  of  the  Prefbyteriaii 
Church,  in  the  United  States  of  America.’^  And  they 
opened  a  correfpondence  with  the  General  Aflbciation 
in  Connefticut ;  and  a  delegate  from  thence  to  the 
Prefbyterian  affembly  at  Philadelphia  in  May,  1793, 
faid  in  a  letter  to  England  the  fall  after,  There  are 
nearly  as  many  minifters  of  our  order  in  Connefti- 
cut,  as  there  are  Prefbyterians  in  all  the  States  to  the 
fouthward  of  Connefticut.^’*  That  is,  in  ten  States, 
in  which  are  nearly  three  million  of  people,  they 
have  but  about  two  hundred  Prefbyterian  minifters. 
How  far  then  is  the  Congregational  and  Prefbyteri¬ 
an  denomination  in  America  from  rifing  above  all 
other  Proteftants,  both  here  and  in  Europe  ? 

III.  And  if  we  fearch  the  fcriptures,  we  fhall  find, 
that  a  being  born  again  by  the  power  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  and  a  receiving  fpecial  gifts  from  him  for 
the  miniftry,  is  the  only  way  that  he  hath  revealed^ 
for  any  to  come  into  the  church,  and  into  the  work 
of  preaching  the  gofpel  as  they  ought,  let  their  edu¬ 
cation  be  what  it  may.  Hence  the  firft  apoftle  fays. 
As  every  man  hath  received  the  gift,  even  fo  min- 
ifter  the  fame  one  to  another,  as  good  ftewards  of 
the  manifold  grace  of  God.  If  any  man  fpeak,  let 
him  fpeak  as  the  oracles  of  God  ;  if  any  man  min- 
ifter,let  him  do  it  as  of  the  ability  which  God  giveth  ; 
that  God  in  all  things  may  be  glorified  through  Je- 
fus  Chrift. — The  elders  which  are  among  you  I  ex¬ 
hort,  who  am  alfo  an  elder,  and  a  witnefs  of  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  Chrift,  and  alfo  a  partaker  of  the  glory 
that  fhall  be  revealed  ;  feed  the  flock  of  God  which 
is  among  you,  taking  the  overfight  thereof,  not  by 

'  conftraint, 
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conftraint,  but  willingly  ;  not  for  filthy  lucre,  but  of 
a  ready  mind ;  neither'  as  being  lords  over  God’s 
heritage,  but  being  enfamples  to  the  flock.  x\nd 
vvhen  the  chief  Shepherd  fliall  appear,  ye  fliall  receive 
a  crown  of  glory  thitt  fadeth  not  away.  Likewife, 
ye  younger,  lubmit  yourfelves  unto  the  elder;  yea, 
all  of  you  be  fubjedi:  one  to  another,  and  be  clothed 
with  humility ;  lor  God  refifteth  the  proud,  and 

giveth  grace  to  the  humble.  i.Pet.  iv.  lo,  ii.  v.  i _ 

5*  Tordfliip  is  of  the  Gentiles,  and  they  tread  the 
holy  city  under  foot  forty  and  two  months,  or  for  a 
time,  and  times,  and  half  a  time,  while  the  church  is' 
in  the  wildernefs,  Mark  x.  42.  Rev.  xi.  2.  xii.  14. 
Men  trample  upon  the  holy  government,  which 
Chrift  hath  appointed  in  his  church,  as  long  as  the 
power  of  the  beaft  continues.  And  they  fay.  Who 
is  like  unto  the  beaft  ?  who  is  able  to  make  war  with 
him  — They  that  dwell  on  the  earth  fliall  wonder 
(whofe  names  are  not  written  in  the  book  of  liib 
Irom  the  foundation  of  the  world)  when  they  behold 
the  beaft  that  was,  and  is  not,  and  yet  is.  Rev.  xiii. 
4.  xvii.  8.  Deceit  and  cruelty,  under  a  maflr  of 
religion  and  government,  have  changed  into  all 
lhapes  that  can  be  conceived  of ;  and  who  hath  been 
like  the  prefent  fcheme  ?  or  who  is  able  to  war  with 
the  governing  powers  ?  are  the  great  reafons  for 
complying  with  the  eftabliflied  worfliip,  or  at  leaft 
for  not  boldly  appearing  to  renounce  all  the  laws  and 
inventions  of  men  in  the  worfliip  of  God,  and  in  the 
government  of  his  church- 

IV.  The  Congregational  ininifters  in  the  Mallli- 
chufetts  meet  in  aifociations  whep  they  pleafe,  ivith- 
out  any  aft  of  their  churches ;  and  they  aft  many 
things  in  private,  and  claim  the  whole  power  of  li- 
cenfing  candidates  for  the  niiniftry ;  and  in  Con- 
nefticut  they  alfo  advife  to  the  calling  a  confociation 
in  each  county,  when  they  think  proper,  to  revoke 
acts  of  particular  churches,  or  to  cenfurc/uch  minif- 

ters 
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ters  or  churches  as  they  judge  to  be  guilty.  They 
likewife  choofe  delegates  in  each  county,  to  meet 
once  a  year  in  a  general  aflbciation  of  ininiiters  by 
thenilelves,  from  all  parts  of  that  State.  But  the 
Baptilts  had  fuifered  fo  much  from  thefe  meafures, 
that  they  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  meet  in  alfocia- 
tions  for  many  years,  though  upon  quite  a  diflerent 
plan.  \  et  in  September,  1766,  a  number  of  elders 
and  brethren  agreed  to  lend  an  invitation  to  their 
churches,  to  appoint  a  meeting  the  next  year,  to 
confer  upon  thele  things.  And  on  September  8, 
1767,  ten  churches  met  by  delegation  at  Warren, 
with  three  minifters  from  thePhiladelphia  Alfociation, 
and  a  letter  from  thence  on  the  fubjed.  Moll  of 
thoiC  who  met  thought  they  were  not  prepared  to 
proceed  then,  but  four  churches  were  readtq  and 
them  formed  an  alfociation,  and  named  it  frolu  the 
town  where  they  met ;  namely,  the  churches  of  War- 
rep,  Haverhill,  Bellingham,  and  the  fecond  in  Mid- 
dleboiough.  And  as  the  annual  commencement  at 
our  college  is  on  the  firff  Wddnefday  in  September, 
and  fome  who  come  to  it  from  a  diltance  would  de~ 
fire  to  attend  the  alfociation  alfo,  it  was  appointed  to 
be  on  the  Tuefday  after  the  commencement.  They 
accordingly  met  at  Warren,  September  13,  1768, 
when  four  churches  joined  to  this  Alfociation,  as  four 
more  did  at  Warren,  September  12,  1769.  Their 
next  meeting  was  at  Bellingham,  September  11, 

1770,  and  they  met  again  at  Sutton,  September  10, 

1771,  when  they  had  increafed  to  tvventv  churclies, 
and  837  members;  and  they  ihcii  began  to  print 
mmiitcs  of  their  proceedings,  which  they  have  done 

er  lince.  And  the  churches  in  the  foregoing  lilf 
who  are  now  in  the  Warren  Alfociation,  are  the  two 
in  Bolton,  thofe  in  Bellingham,  Haverhill,  Vfarren, 
Middleborough,  C'haillon,  Royallione,  vVreniham, 
South-Jirimfield,  the  fufl  in  Attieburough,  Wiibra- 
bam,  W oodllock,and  r  reetewa,  thole  in  LiR  husfoi  d, 

iianvicii, 
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Harwich,  B^.rnftable,  New-Sa!em,  Lelcefter,  Med- 
field,  Harvard,  Newton,  Salem  in  New-Hampfhire, 
Cambridge,  Northbridge,  Providence,  Gloucefter, 
Sturbridge,  Afhburnham,  Templeton,  Rowley,  Wef- 
ton,  Bridgv/ater,  Randolph,  Marfhfield,  Carver, 
Hollis,  Hardwick,  and  Belcherton  ;  extending  over 
all  the  old  colonies  of  Plymouth  and  the  Maffachu- 
fetts,  excepting  what  is  weft  of  Connefticut  river, 
and  into  three  adjoining  States.  This  Affociation 
have  begun  to  collefl:  a  fund  for  the  purpofe  of  af- 
fifting  pious  young  men  in  obtaining  human  learning, 
with  a  view  to  the  gofpel  miniftry.  Thirteen  men 
were  chofen  by  this  Affociation,  and  were  incorpo¬ 
rated  by  the  legiflature  of  the  Maffachufetts  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1794,  to  manage  a.  fund  for  this  purpofe. 
This  Affociation  are  to  fill  up  vacancies,  when  any 
happen,  as  long  as  the  Affociation  continues  ;  and  if 
it  ftiould  ever  be  diffolved,  the  corporation  are  then 
to  eleft  their  own  members,  in  perpetual  fucceffion. 
They  are  invefted  with  all  neceffary  powers  for  re¬ 
ceiving  eftates,  real  or  perfonal,  until  the  income 
thereof  (hall  amount  to  a  thoufand  pounds  ;  and  to 
life  and  improve  the  income  of  the  fund  for  the 
afliftance  of  fuch  young  perfons  in  their  education 
for  the  Baptift  miniftry,  as  the  majority  of  the  truftees 
fhall  determine  to  be  fubjefts  thereof.  A  fmall  fund 
for  this  purpofe  is  already  collefted,  and  all  their 
generous  friends  are  folicited  to  increafe  it,  to  pro¬ 
mote  fuch  a  ufeful  inftitution. 

V.  The  benefits  of  the  Warren  Affociation  foon  be¬ 
came  fo  evident,  that  others  were  formed  in  many  parts 
of  the  country.  The  Stonington  Affociation  began 
in  1772,  which  now  includes  three  Baptift  churches 
in  Stonington,  the  firftin  Groton,  New-London,  and 
Saybrook,  thofe  in  Colchefter,  Montville,  Chatham, 
Eaft-Haddam,  fecond  and  third  in  Aftiford,  the  fecond 
in  Woodftock,  thofe  of  Hampton,  Plainfield,  Exeter, 
Weft-Greenwich,  and  two  in  Richmond,  in  the 

States 
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States  of  Connefticut  and  Rhode-llland.  Their  an¬ 
nual  meeting  is  on  the  third  Tuefday  of  OOober, 
The  New-Hampfhire  Affociation  began  in  1776,  and 
now  includes  the  Baptift  churches  of  Brentwood, 
Northwood,  Gilmantown,  Salifbury,  Madbury  and 
Berwick,  Sanford,  Wells,  Coxhall,  one  in  Shaplcigh, 
and  Waterborough,  Corniih,  and  Fryeburgh,  extend- 
ing  acrofs  the  eaft  part  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  over 
the  county  of  York  in  the  Maffachufetts.  llieir  an¬ 
nual  meeting  is  on  the  fecond  Wednesday  in  June. 
TheShaftfbury  Affociation  began  in  1 78  i,in  which  are 
now  three  churches  in  Shaftfbury,  two  in  CUieffiire, 
thofe  of  Pownal,  Pittsfield,  Cheiterfield,  Hancock, 
Bullockfgrant,  Stockbridge,  Wafliington,  firft  in 
Sandisfield  and  Great-Barrington,  with  Williamffon, 
in  Vermont  and  the  Maffachufetts,  and  twenty-five 
churches  in  the  State  of  New- York.  Their  yearly 
meeting  is  on  the  firfl  Wednefday  in  June.  The 
Woodftock  Affociation  began  in  1783,  in  which  are 
now  the  churches  of  Woodftock,  Canaan,  Bridg¬ 
water,  Windfor,  Hartford,  Royalton,  Sharon,  Thet- 
ford,  Norwich,  Cambridge,  Alburgh,  Chefter,  Rock¬ 
ingham,  Weftminfter,  Wardfburgh,  Weftmoreland, 
Marlow,  Mafon,  Temple,  Dublin,  Newport,  Alftead, 
Cornifh,  Wendal,  Plainfield,  Sutton,  New-London, 
Hopkinton,  and  Grafton,  in  New-Hampfhire  and 
Vermont,  and  one  in  Canada.  Another  connexion 
of  churches  was  formed  in  thofe  parts  in  1795,  called. 
The  Richmond  Convention,  of  whom  1  have  not  ob¬ 
tained  a  particular  account.  The  annual  meeting  of 
the  Woodftock  Affociation  is  on  the  laft  Wednefday 
of  September.  The  Bowdoinham  Affociation  began 
in  1787,  and  it  now  contains  the  Baptift  churches  of 
Bowdoinham,  Harpfwell,  Bowdoin,  Hebron,  Buck- 
field,  Paris,  Thomafton,  Vaffalborough,  Ballfton, 
Sidney,  Readfield,  Sterling,  Mufeongus,  Cufliing, 
Lewifton,Nobleborough,  Greene  andNew-Sandwich, 
in  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Lincoln,  in  the 

diftridl 
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dillric^  of  Maine._  Their  annual  meeting  is  on  the 
third  V\  ednelday  in  Auguft.  The  Vermont  Affocia- 
tion  began  alfo  m  1787,  and  it  contains  the  churches 
o  Claiendou,^  Manchefter,  Middletown,  Hubbard- 
ton,  lia,  Wallingford,  Orwell,  Fittsford,  Brandon, 
1  owlet,  Shoreham  and  Georgia,  in  Vermont,  with 
thiee  in  the  State  of  New- York.  Their  annual 
meeting  is  on  the  firlt  Wednefday  of  Odlober,  The 
Meredith  Affociation  began  in  1789,  and  it  includes 
1. 1C  churcncs  of  IVlercdith,  Scindwich,  Holdernefs, 
Rumney,  Landaffand  Bradford,  Dartmouth,  Went¬ 
worth,  Cockermouth,  Sandburnton,  Corinth  and 
^  eifhiie,  and  Danville,  in  New-Hampfhire  and  Ver¬ 
mont.  _  Their  annual  meeting  is  on  the  fecond  Wed¬ 
nefday  in  September.  The  Danbury  Affociation  began 
in  1790,  and  it  includes  the  churches  of  Danbury, 
SufKelci,  W^eftfield,  Canaan,  Wallingford,  Farming- 

ren,  Watertown,  New-Hartford, 
1\  ew-Milford,  Sharon,  one  in  Sandisfield,  Colebrook, 
Eaft-Hartford,  Newtown,  Litchfield,  Stratfield,  and 
three  in  the  State  of  New-\  ork.  It  extends  from 
the  fouth  borders  of  the  Malfachufetts  weft  of  the 
great  river  acrofs  Connefticut  to  the  fea.  The 
churches  of  Ridgefield,  Stamford  and  Greenwich, 
belong  to  AVarwick  Affociation  in  the  State  of  New- 
\  ork.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Danbury  Alfocia- 
tion  is  on  the  third  Wednefday  of  September.  The 
Leyden  Aflbciation  began  in  1793,  in  which  are  the 
churches  of  Leyden,  Bernardftpii,  Richmond,  Lev- 
erett,  two  in  Guilford,  Colerain,  Putney,  Somerfet, 
Dummerfton,  Halifax,  Buckland  and  Aflifield,  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  Malfachufetts,  and  on  the  cor¬ 
ners  of  Vermont  and  New-Hampllrire.  Their  an¬ 
nual  meeting  is  on  the  fecond  AVednefday  of  0£fo- 
ber.  As  1  failed  of  obtaining  the  laft  minutes  of 
the  Vermont,  Meredith,  and  Leyden  Alfociations, 
their  numbers  ffaiid  as  they  were  in  1794,  the 
others  as  they  were  in  1795.  If  any  miflakes  are 

difeovered. 
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difcovered,  and  any  man  will  point  them  out,  the  au¬ 
thor  would  account  it  a  favour,  and  take  the  bed 
way  he  can  to  correcl  them. 

j 

VI.  Thefe  aflbciations  refufe  to  hear  and  judge  of 
any  perfonal  controverfy  in  any  church,  or  to  inter¬ 
meddle  with  the  affairs  of  any  church  which  hath  not 
joined  with  them.  When  any  church  would  join  to 
any  aflbciation,  they  fend  a  letter  andmeflengers  there¬ 
to,  informing  when  their  church  was  conftituted,  the 
faith  and  order  of  it,  and  their  number  of  members. 
If  fatisfaftion  is  obtained,  they  are  received  by  a  vote 
ot^the  alfociation,  and  the  moderator  gives  the  mef- 
fengers  the  right  hand  of  fellowffiip.  And  eaclt 
church  fends  a  letter  and  meffengers,  or  a  letter  at 
lead,  to  the  affbciation  every  year,  to  give  an  account 
of  the  date  of  the  church,  and  how  many  have  been 
added,  difmifl'ed,  died,  or  have  been  excluded  in  the 
year  pad.  If  thefe  things  are  neglefhed  for  a  number 
of  years,  or  if  the  church  departs  from  her  former 
faith  or  order,  flie  is  left  out  of  the  aflbciation.  By 
thefe  means,  mutual  acquaintance  and  commiiniofi 
has  been  begotten  and  promoted  ;  the  weak  and  op- 
prefled  have  been  relieved  ;  errors  in  doflrine  and 
pradfice  have  been  expofed  and  guarded  againff  ; 
falfe  teachers  have  been  expoled,  and  \varnings 
xgaind  them  have  been  publiihed  ;  deditiite  flocks 
have  been  occaffonally  fupplied  ;  many  have  been 
mimated  and  encouraged  in  preaching  the  gofpe! 
:hrough  the  land,  and  in  our  neW  plantations  in  the 
vildernefs.  And  it  is  hoped  that  thefe  duties  will 
m  be  more  attended  to,  and  that  greater  bleffings 
vill^  hereafter  be  granted.  For  our  I.ord  faid  to  his 
iifciples,  I  have  yet  many  things  to  fay  unto  vou,  but 
^e  cannot  bear  them  now.  Howbeit,  when  he  ihe 
Spirit  of  truth  is  come  he  fhall  guide  you  into  all  tnitin 
de  had  juff  before  laid,  The  time  cometh,  tliat  who. 
oever  killeth  you,  will  think  that  he  doeffx  (:;od  lor* 
'ice.  John  xvi.  3,  1?,  13,  And  what  is  there  that  is 
'  hardier 
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harder  to  bear  than  to  hear  of  being  killed  for  Chrift’j 
fake  ?  Reviling  and  lying  on  the  one  hand,  anc 
worldly  enticements  and  flatteries  on  the  other,  arc 
much  harder  to  ftand  boldly  againfl:  than  open  vio. 
lence,  torture  and  death.  For  the  earth  helped  the 
woman,  when  flie  was  enduring  bloody  perfecution, 
and  the  people  forced  her  perfecutors  to  defifl:  frorr 
their  cruel  meafures.  But  it  is  very  hard  to  make 
the  people  believe,  that  we  are  fuffering  for  the  caufc 
of  Chrifl,  when  we  refufe  to  call  in  the  power  of  the 
magiftrate  to  fupport  religious  minifiers,  or  to  punill 
any  who  injure  us  on  religious  accounts.  Yet  Goc 
fays.  Avenge  not  yourfelves,  but  rather  give  place 
unto  wrath  ;  for  it  is  written,  Vengeance  is  mine  ;  ] 
will  repay,  faith  the  Lord.  Rom.  xii.  19.  Deceii 
and  cruelty  hath  ever  prevailed  more  in  the  world, 
under  the  malk  of  religion  and  government,  than 
they  poflibly  could  in  any  other  way.  Therefore 
our  Lord  requires  his  minifters  to  depart  out  of  everj 
city  or  houfe  where  they  refufe  to  receive  his  gofpel 
and  he  fays.  Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give 
Mat.  X.  8,  15.  But  this  command  hath  ever  beer 
violated,  where  teachers  have  been  fupported  by  the 
fword  of  the  magiftrate.  And  the  combination  o; 
teachers  and  rulers,  in  fchemes  of  power  and  gain 
under  the  name  of  Chriftianity,  hath  filled  the  work 
with  blood  and  flavery.  And  I  believe  that  thii 
combination  is  the  beafl  and  the  falfe  prophet,  whe 
will  be  call  into  the  burning  lake.  Rev.  xix.  1 1 — 2 1 
For  where  minifiers  are  fupported  by  the  fword 
deceitful  men  are  armed  againfl  the  children  of  God 
And  where  that  power  is  renounced,  many  will  re 
quire  the  minifters  of  Chrifl  to  go  a  warfare  at  thef 
own  charges,  becaufe  he  fays,  Freely  ye  have  receiv 
ed,  freely  give.  As  if  freedom  belonged  only  to  min 
iflers,  while  the  people  are  flaves  to  their  lulls.  Foi 
God  fays.  To  whom  ye  yield  yourfelves  fervants  tc 
pbey,  his  fervants  ye  are  to  whom  ye  obey  ;  whethei 

o 


1795-]  .  OF  NEW-ENGLAND.  119 

of  fin  unto  death,  or  of  obedience  unto  righteouf- 
nefs.  Rom.  vi.  16. 

VIL  But  our  affociations  appeared  to  be  fo  help¬ 
ful  to  guard  againft  thefe  evils,  and  to  promote  real 
religion,  that  the  churches  who  held  to  mixed  com¬ 
munion  began  a  yearly  meeting  in  1785,  under  the 
name  of.  The  Groton  Conference.  And  it  now 
includes  the  Baptift  churches  of  Dartmouth,  New- 
Bedford,  two  in  Rehoboth,  two  in  North-Kingfton, 
one  in  South-Kingfton,  New-Shoreham,  two  in  Weft- 
erly,  and  one  in  each  of  the  towns  of  Groton,  Ston- 
ington,  Lyme,  Saybrook,  Sutton,  Prefton  and  Can¬ 
terbury,  extending  over  part  of  three  States.  The 
church  in  Dighton,  fecond  in  Attleborough^  and 
fome  others,  have  given  up  communion  in  the  ordi¬ 
nance  of  the  fupper  with  any  who  were  only  fprinkled 
in  infancy,  and  the  reft  of  thofe  churches  appear  in¬ 
clined  to  do  the  fame,  and  to  come  into  fellowfliip 
with  our  alTociated  churches.  The  old  Baptift 
churches  have  revived  their  affociations,  fince  the 
year  1774,  though  the  fecond  churches  in  Swanfea 
and  Newport  do  not  attend  them,  nor  the  firft  in 
Cumberland.  But  the  churches  of  Johnfton,  Smith-, 
field,  two  in  Rehoboth,  two  in  Scituate,  two  in  Glou- 
cefter,  two  in  Warwick,  the  firft  in  the  towns  of  Fof- 
ter,  Coventry,  North-Kingfton,  and  Richmond,  one 
in  Eaft-Greenwich,  the  fecond  in  Chefliire,  and 
the  third  in  Shaftfbury,  are  in  that  connexion.  The 
Baptift  churches  who  hold  the  feventh  day  of  the 
week  as  the  Sabbath,  have  alfo  their  annual  meetings. 
Of  thefe  are  the  third  church  in  Newport,  the  firft 
in  Hopkinton,  the  fecond  in  New-London,  and  the 
church  in  Briftol  in  Connefticut.  There  are  a  num¬ 
ber  more  of  Baptift  churches  in  various  parts  of  our 
land  who  have  not  joined  to  any  affociation,  but  they 
are  coming  Into  them  from  year  to  year,  while  many 
others  are  formed.  I  have  alfo  heard  of  a  few  Bap¬ 
tift  churches  upon  our  eaftern  coafts,  who  do  not 

hold 
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.  hold  with  other  churches  there  about  the  doftiunes  ^ 
of  grace  5  but  I  have  not  obtained  lo  diflinft  account  ^ 
of  their  afiairs  and  connexions  as  may  be  fervuceable 
to  the  public.  1  he  world  is  fo  full  of  controverfv, 
that  all  our  powers,  ought  to  be  engaged  to  promote 
truth  and  peace  among  all  men.  And  for  this  end 
God  fays,  Charge  them  that  are  rich  in  this  world,  ^ 
that  they  be  not  high-minded,  nor  truft  in  uncertain 
riches,  but  in  the  living  God,  who  giveth  us  richly 
all  things  to  enjoy  ;  that  they  do  good,  that  .they  be 
*^ich  in  good  works,  ready  to  diltribiite,  Willing  to 
communicate ;  laying  up  in  (lore  for  themfelves  a 
good  foundation  againft  the  time  to  come,  that  they 
rhay  lay  hold  on  eternal  life.  For  perverfe  difputings, 
profane  and  vain  babblings,  and  oppo/itions  of  fcicnce, 
falfely  fo  called,  all  proceed  from  the  love  of  money, 
which  is  the  root  of  all  evil.  1  Tim.vi.5,10, 17 — 20. 
The  knowledge  of  the  truth  is  ever  the  fame,  in  eve- 
ry  age,  and  every  country ;  but  the  oppofition  of 
falfe  notions  of  knowledge,  hath  filled  the  wmrid 
with  controverfy  and  confufion.  Further  evidence 
of  this  will  appear  in  the  following  hiflory  of  par¬ 
ticular  churches,  and  of  the  oppreffions  which  many 
have  endured. 
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I.  The  jirjl  Principles  of  New-England  about  Baptifnu 
II.  The  Hi/lory  of  the  Firji  Baptiji  Church  in  BoHon 
for  ffty  7l’ars^  III.  Jlnd  to  this  Time.  IV.  kjj 
Mr.  Roots.  V.  The  beginning  of  their  Second  Church. 
VI.  Their  Hijlory  for  twenty  Tears.  VII.  jBid  to 
the  prefeni  Time.  VIlI.  Of  the  P ublications  of  their 
Minijlers.  IX.  Of  the  Baptiji  Churches  in  the 
County  of  Norfolk.  X*  Of  the  Firji  in  Middlehorough. 
XI.  Of  their  tiijiory  to  this  Time.  XII.  Of  the  Second 
in  Middlehorough.  XIII.  Of  the  Third.  XIV.  Of 
Bridgwater.  XV.  Of  Marf fields  XVI.  And 

Carver. 

I.  Our  fathers  fled  to  America  for  religious  puri¬ 
ty  and  liberty,  with  a  perfuafion  that  each  believer 
(lands  in  the  fame  relation  to  his  children,  as  Abra¬ 
ham  did  to  his  in  the  covenant  of  circumcifion. 
But  foon  after  they  came  to  Bofton,  a  difficulty  arofe 
about  their  children,  who  were  grown  up  fo  as  to 
have  families,  and  yet  Were  not  true  believers  them- 
felves,  fo  as  to  bring  their  children  upon  their  own 
faith  to  baptifm.  The  church  in  Dorchefler  wrote 
to  the  church  in  Bofton,  to  inquire  whether  a  grand¬ 
father  might  not  bring  fuch  infants  ?  Mr.  Cotton 
and  his  church  concluded  that  he  might,  only  with 
two  cautions.  i.  That  the  grandchild,  baptized 
by  right  of  the  grandfather’s  covenant,  be  committed 
to  the  grandfather’s  education.  2.  That  the  parents 
of  the  child,  do  not  thereby  take  occafion  to  neglefl: 
the  due  and  feafonable  preparation  of  themfelves  for 
entrance  into  covenant  with  God  and  his  church.’^ 
This  was  dated  December  16,  1634,  about  four  years 
after  Bofton  was  planted.  And  on  Oftober  11, 
1648,  Mr.  Cotton  wrote  to  a  friend  in  England,  and 

I  faid, 
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faid,  Though  they  be  not  fit  to  make  fuch  a  pro- 
feilion  of  vifible  faith  as  to  admit  them  to  the  Lord’s 
table,  yet  they  may  make  profellion  full  enough  to 
receive  them  to  baptifm,  or  to  the  fame  ftate  Ifhmael 
Rood  in  after  circumcifion.”^  But  llhmael  and  Efau 
'Were  both  excluded  from  the  covenant  of  circumci- 
fion  long  before  the  palTover  was  inftituted,  of  which 
fervants  were  obliged  to  partake,  as  well  as  all  the 
children  of  IfraeL  And  Mr.  Henry  Dunftar,  the 
firft  prefident  of  Cambridge  college,  faw  their  mif- 
take  in  thefe  things  fo  clearly,  that  he  boldly  preach¬ 
ed  againft  infant  baptifm,  and  for  believers^  baptifm, 
in  the  pulpit  at  Cambridge  in  1653,  the  year  after 
Meifrs.  Clarke,  Holmes  and  Crandal  were  imprifon- 
ed  at  Bofton,  only  for  worfliipping  God  by  them- 
felves,  without  leave  from  the  ruling  powers  in  the 
Maffachufetts.  But  thofe  powers  compelled  Mr. 
Dunftar  to  refign  his  office  in  college ;  and  he  re¬ 
moved  out  of  their  jurifdiftion,  and  fpent  the  reft  of 
his  days,  even  five  years,  at  Scituate  in  Plymouth 
colony. 

II.  In  the  year  1655,  Thomas  Gould,  of  Charlef- 
town,  was  fo  fully  convinced  that  infants  had  no 
right  to  baptifm,  that  he  refufed  to  bring  his  child, 
thereto ;  but  for  this  he  was  cenfured  In  the  church 
and  profecuted  in  their  courts,  until  fome  Baptifts 
came  to  him  out  of  England,  and  they  formed  a 
Baptift  church  there,  May  28,  1665,  and  Gould 
became  their  paftor.  But  the  leaders  of  this  church 
were  fined  and  imprifoned,  from  time  to  time,  until 
a  fentence  of  banifhment  was  paffed  againft  Thomas 
Gould,  William  Turner,  and  John  Farnum  ;  and 
becaufe  they  would  not  banifli  themfelves,  they  were 
imprifoned  at  Bofton,  in  July,  1668,  where  they 
were  confined  about  a  year.  But  in  the  Indian  war, 

feven  years  after,  a  company  of  thofe  Baptift:  were 

fent 

*  Increafe  Mather  on  the  firft  principles  of  Ncw-England  about  oaptlfm, 
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fent  out  againft  the  enemy,  and  Turner  was  their 
captain,  and  facrificed  his  life  for  the  government  by 
whom  he  had  been  perfecured.  And  in  January, 
167B,  this  church  had  increafed  fo  much,  that  they 
concluded  to  build  them  a  meeting-houfe  in  Bofton, 
though  with  fo  much  caution  as  not  to  let  the  ruling 
powers  know  what  it  was  defigned  for,  until  they 
met  in  it,  February  15,  1679.  But  in  May  follow¬ 
ing  a  law  was  made,  to  forbid  all  perfons  to  erect  or 
make  ufe  of  any  houfe  for  public  worfliip,  without 
licenfe  from  the  ruling  powers,  upon  penalty  of  for¬ 
feiting  the  houfe  and  land,  and  all  private  ways  lead¬ 
ing  to  it.  And  a  fynod  was  called  in  September, 
who  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  fuffering  thofe 
Baptiits  to  meet  for  worfhip  by  themfelves,  was  a 
caufe  of  the  judgments  of  God  upon  the  land  ; 
therefore  their  meeting-houfe  w^as  nailed  up  by  or¬ 
der  of  court  in  March,  ifiSo,  and  Dr.  Increafe 
Mather  publifiied  a  book  againft  them  the  fame 
month,  in  which  he  faid,  Antipedobaptifm  is  a 
blafted  error.’’^  But  he  and  his  brethren  met  with 
fuch  cruel  oppreffion  foon  after,  as  moved  them  to 
procure  a  fpecial  aft,  to  exempt  Bofton  from  any 
compulfive  power  for  the  fupport  of  any  religious 
minifters.  And  he  and  his  fon  Cotton  Mather, 
with  Mr.  John  Webb,  went  into  the  houfe  which 
their  party  had  nailed  up^  and  aflifted  in  ordaining  a 
Baptift  minifter,  as  a  paftor  of  that  Baptift  church. 
Mr.  Gould  was  a  paftor  of  that  church,  from  its 
beginning  until  his  death  about  1676  ;  and  he  was 
fuch  an  example  of  meeknefs,  faith  and  patience  as 
is  feldom  found.  Mr.  Ifaac  Hull  was  called  to  the 
paftoral  office  in  that  church  in  the  time  of  their  fuf- 
ferings,  and  continued  therein  till  1689,  ‘^nd  how 
much  longer  their  records  do  not  difcover.  Mr.  John 
Ruflell,  who  fuffered  imprifonment  for  the  caufe  of 
confcience,  was  ordained  a  paftor  of  that  church, 

*  Divine  Right  of  Infant  Baptifm,  p.  20. 
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July  285  1679,  and  he  wrote  a  defence  of  their  caufe 
in  16805  which  was  printed  in  London,  with  a  pre¬ 
face  by  fix  noted  minifters  there.  But  he  was  taken 
away  by  death,  December  21,  1680,  much  lament¬ 
ed  by  his  people ;  and  his  pofterity  are  numerous 
and  refpetlable  in  thefe  parts  to  this  day.  Their 
next  minifter  was  Mr.  John  Emblen,  from  England, 
who  miniftered  to  them  from  1684,  1699,  or 

thereabouts.  He  appears  to  have  been  well  efteem- 
ed  among  them,  as  far  as  I  could  obtain  any  infor-r 
mation.  After  his  death  the  church  wrote  again  to 
England  for  a  minifter,  but  obtained  only  a  refpeft- 
ful  letter  from  thence.  They  wrote  alfo  to  Mr. 
William  Screven  in  South-Corolina,  who  had  been 
of  this  church,  but  he  could  not  leave  his  flock  there. 
Therefore  in  1708,  they  called  Mr.  Ellis  Callender 
to  be  their  minifter,  who  had  been  a  member  of  their 
church  ever  fince  1669,  and  he  continued  in  high 
efteem  among  them  until  T726. 

III.  His  fon,  Mr.  Eliflia  Callender,  was  wrought 
upon  by  divine  grace  very  early,  and  joined  to  that 
church  on  Auguft  10,  1713  ;  and  he  was  educated 
in  the  univerfity  at  Cambridge,  and  was  ordained  a 
paftor  df  that  church.  May  21,  1718,  by  the  help  of 
three  Congregational  minifters  in  Bofton,  before 
named.  And  this  tranfaftion,  with  his  correfpond- 
ence  with  friends  in  England,  and  other  informa¬ 
tion,  moved  Thomas  Hollis,  efquire,  of  London,  to 
become  the  greateft  benefaftor  to  the  univerfity  at 
Cambridge  of  any  one  man  in  the  world.  Mr.  Eliflia 
Callender  was  a  very  faithful  and  fuccefsful  minifter 
of  the  gofpel,  until  he  fell  afleep  in  Jefus,  March  31, 
1738.  Mf.  Jeremy  Condy  was  educated  in  the  college 
at  Cambridge,  where  he  took  his  firft  degree  in  1726; 
after  which  he  went  over  to  England,  from  whence 
he  was  called  by  this  church,  and  was  ordained  their 
paftor,  February  14,  1739*  But  he  had  quite  other 

fentiments,  concerning  the  nature  and  power  of  the 

gofpel, 
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gofpel,  than  thofe  of  his  predecelTors ;  and  he  oppofed 
the  powerful  work  which  came  on  in  Bolton  the 
year  after  he  was  orcjlained,  and  another  church  was 
formed  in  a  way  of  feparation  from  him  ;  and  the 
firll  Baptiil  church  in  Bolton  was  in  a  declining 
condition,  until  they  called  a,nd  fettled  Mr.  Samuel 
Stillman  as  their  paftor,  January  9,  1765,  when  Mr. 
Condy  refigned  his  office,  and  lived  a  retired  life, 
well  elleemed  among  his  acquaintance,  until  he  died, 
Augult  9,  1768.,  aged  59.  A  revival  of  religion 
began  in  that  church  in  1769,  which  caufed  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  eighty  nrembers  in  three  years,  to  a  church 
which  had  not  feventy  membeis  before,  Xhe  Con¬ 
gregational  minillers  of  Bolton  were  much  alarmed 
at  this  increafe  of  the  Baptills,  and  publillted.  feveral 
'  things  to  guard  againll  them,  and  to  draw  young 
people  into  their  own  communion.  One  of  them 
had  publilhed  a  book  againll  the  \vork  of  God  iii, 
1743,  when  many  were  drawing  off  from  uncon¬ 
verted  minillers,  and  then  he  faid,  No  man  becomes 
a  minilter,  or  a  communicant  in  our  churches,  until 
he  hath  been  feverely  examined,  about  his  negenera- 
imiy  as  well  as  converfation.’^  But  he  publilhed 
another  book  in  1772,  to  guard  againll  the  Baptills, 
in  which  he  faid,  The  divinely  appointed  way,  in 
•which  perfons  become  members  of  the  vilible  church 
of  Chrilt,  is  utterly  inconfillent  with  the  fuppofition,, 
that,  in  order  to,  their  being  fo,  they  mull  be  the 
fubjecls  of  favlng  faitby  or  judged  to  be  fo.’^  Our 
fecond  vol.  p.  153,  269.  Iffius  do  men  condemit 
themfelves.  When  the  American  w^ar  began  in  Bof- 
ton,  this  church  was  much  fqattered,  and  their  pallor 
removed  to  Philadelphia  ;  and  after  his  return  and 
his  brethren,  earthly  mindednefs  greatly  prevailed, 
until  the  year  1785,  when  religion. was  again  reviv¬ 
ed,  which  added  fifty  members  more  in  three  years, 
In  1790,  a  happy ^  work  of  the  Spirit,  of  God  wa§ 
.again  granted  in  Bollon,  and  above  feventy  members 

w^ere 
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were  received  into  the  firfl  Baptift  church  there,  in 
about  two  years,  and  their  prefent  number  is  267, 

befides  all  that  have  died,  have  been  difnjifl'ed,  or 
excluded. 

IV.  Another  mlnifter,  who  is  a  member  of  this 
church,  is  not  to  be  forgotten.  Mr,  Peter  Philan- 
thropos  Roots,  A,  M,  was  born  atSymfbury  in  Con- 
neclicut,  where  his  father  was  minifter,*  March  27, 
1765.  But  as  many  of  the  people  difliked  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  fearching  preaching,  he  requefted  a  difmiffion, 
which  was  granted,  and  he  went  and  fettled  at  Rut^ 
land  in  Vermont,  where  a  happy  work  of  grace  was 
granted  in  1 783,  when  his  fon  experienced  a  change 
of  heart ;  and  he  was  educated  in  Dartmouth  col¬ 
lege,  after  which  he  was  licenfed  to  preach  in  the 
Congregational  way,  in  March,  1790.  He  had  many 
fcruples  about  infant  baptifm  while  he  was  at  college, 
and  they  follov/ed  him  afterwards,  until  he  made 
them  known  to  the  moft  able  minifters  of  his  own 
denomination,  defiring  them  to  fhew  him  a  divine 
warrant  for  that  pradice,  if  they  could,  as  he  had  no 
defire  to  become  a  Baptifl:,  if  he  could  avoid  it  with 
a  clear  confcience.  But  as  they  could  not  fatisfy 
him,  and  he  obtained  full  convidion,  that  a  credible 
profeffion  of  faving  faith  was  a  neceffary  qualification 
for  baptifm,  he  came  to  Bofton,  and  w^as  baptized 
and  joined  to  the  firfl  Baptift  church  there,  June  3, 
1792*  And  the  church  being  fatisfied  with  his  qual¬ 
ifications  for  an  itinerant  minifter,  called  others'  to 
affift  in  his  ordination  at  Providence,  September  4, 
1792,  the  day  before  the  commencement  at  the  uni- 
verfity  there  ;  and  in  the  winter  following  he  travel¬ 
led  and  preached  the  gofpel  through  all  the  States 
as  far  as  Georgia.  And  Mr.  Roots  has  devoted 
himfelf  to  the  work  ever  fince,  often  preaching  to 
'deftitute  churches  in  various  parts  of  our  country, 
and  he  hath  been  received  to  preach  in  the  pulpits 
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of  many  Congregational  minifters,  as  well  as  in  places 
where  no  Heady  worfnip  had  been  maintained  ;  and 
as  inquiry  was  often  made,  why  he  embraced  the 
Baptilt  principles,  he  publillied  a  book  to  give  the 
reafons  thereof  near  the  clofe  of  1794* 

V.  As  the  fecond  Baptift  church  in  Bofton  began 
in  a  way  of  reparation  from  the  firll,  they  gave  them 
the  following  reafons  for  it.  “  i.  We  have  for  a 
confiderable  time  been  dilfatisfied  with  Mr,  Condy’s 
dodfrine,  being  of  opinion,  froni  many  difcouifes 
which  we  have  heard  him  deliver  from  the  pulpit, 
and  from  converfation  with  him  at  feveral  times,  that 
he  is  what  we  call  an  Arminian,  in  that  we  appre¬ 
hend  he  holds  general  redemption,  is  a  Iree-willer, 
holds  to  falling  from  grace,  aqd  denies  originaj  fin. 
We  mean  by  his  denying  original  fm,  that  he  foltens, 
moderates  and  explains  away  the  guilt,  malignity, 
corruption  and  depravity  of  human  nature  exadtly  as 
the  high  Arminian  clergy  forever  do.  2.  We  con¬ 
ceive  that  he  denies  the  dodtrines  of  eledion  and 
predeftination.  If  Mr.  Condy  does  not  deny  thefe 
dodfrines,  we  fr.eely  confefs  that  we  do  not  under- 
ftand  the  fcope  or  defign  of  his  fermons,  nor  of  his 
converfation  when  we  have  heard  him  diicourfe  on 
thefe  points  of  our  faith.  He  publickly  owned  at  a 
church  meeting,  that  he  never  had  preached  eledlion, 
and  believed  he  never  Ihould  ;  alleging  as  a  reafon 


for  it,  that  if  he  Ihould  preach  up  eledtion,  he  .mould, 
offend  the  greater  part  of  his  church.  This  excufc 
we  look  upon  to  be  no  fuihcient  reafon  for  his  de¬ 
clining  to  inftrudt  his  people  in  this  important  doc-, 
trine,  but  it  rather  ought  to  have  animated  him,  if 
he  believed  this  dodtrine  himfelf,  to  fet  his  church 
right  in  an  article  of  fuch  importance.  We  hope 
we  need  not  take  up  your  tinye  nor  our  own  in  prov¬ 
ing,  that  it  is  the  indifpenfable  duty  of  a  faithful 
minifler  of  Chrift,  to  declare  to  his  church  the  whole 
counfel  of  God,  let  who  will  be  offended  thereat ; 
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fo  that  we  conclude  that  Mr.  Condy  does  not  believe 
the  doftrine  of  eleflion  himlelf.  2*  VV^e  are  enough 
dillatisfied  with  his  way  of  thinking  on  that  great, 
that  moft  folemn  doarine  of  regeneration.  When¬ 
ever  we  have  heard  him  difcourfe  on  the  new-birth, 
his  fermons  were  fo  ill  grounded,  fo  intermixed  wdth 
man  s  freewill  agency,  and  lo  widely  dillerent  from 
what  our  Lord  taught  and  intended  thereby,  that  w^e 
cannot  avoid  queftioning  whether  he  ever  experien-. 
ced  the  faving  operation  of  that  moft  important  doc¬ 
trine  in  his  own  foul.  4.  We  were  fufficiently  af¬ 
frighted  at  a  declaration  in  one  of  his  fermons,  That 
Chriftians  cannot  know  or  diftinguifti  the  operation 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  upon  their  fouls,  from  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  their  own  minds.  This  aflertion  we  look 
upon  to  be  of  the  moft  dangerous  tendency  ;  a  ftrik- 
ing  at  the  root  and  main  evidence  of  the  Chriftian 
confolation  and  hope. — We  are  now  willing  to  re¬ 
turn  to  our  former  places  with  you,  if  we  can  find 
that  your  principles  and  praftices  are  the  fame  with 
thofe  on  which,  by  the  grace  of  God,  our  church 
was  firft  founded.  ‘  But  if  your  articles  of  faith  are 
in  faft  contrary  to  thofe  on  which  this  church  was 
firft  eftabliftied,  you  cannot,  we  think,  juftly  blame 
us  for  feparating  from  you,  and  uniting  with  others 
who  are  like  minded  with  ourfelves.  The  Lord  give 
you  underftanding  in  all  things,  and  may  your  hearts 
be  direfted  into  the  love  of  God,  and  to  be  ready 
always  to  give  an  account  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you, 
with  meeknefs  and  fear.  The  grace  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  be  with  you  all. 

James  Bound, 

John  Dabney, 

Thomas  Boucher, 

Boflon,  Sept.  2'9>  i742»  John  Procfer.^^ 

VI.  The  two  firft  of  thefe  men  came  formerly 
from  England,  the  third  from  Wales,  and  the  fourth 
was  a  fchool  mafter  in  Bofton.  Mr.  Ephraim  Bound, 
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foil  to  -James,  met  with  a  happy  change  in  thofe 
times,  and  was  baptized  by  elder  Moulton,  of  Brirn- 
field,  and  he  began  to  preach  the  gofpel  in  this  new 
fociety.  And  as  they  obtained  no  fatisfaclion  from 
fhe  old  church,  James  Bound,  John  Procter,  Ephraim 
Bofworth,  John  Dabney,  Thomas  Boucher,  Ephraim 
Bound,  and  Thomas  Lewis,  formed  a  new  church 
in  Bofton,  July  27,  1743^  and  elefted  Ephraim 
Bound  as  their  pallor.  His  human  learning  was 
not  great,  but  his  powers  of  mind,  and  his  fpiritual 
teaching,  made  him  an  excellent  teacher  and  mini- 
fter  of  the  gpfpeh  But  as  moft  of  the  old  Baptifl 
minhters  arid  churches  in  our  country  were  prejudi^ 
ced  againft  the  late  revival  of  religion  therein,  thefe 
people  found  it  difficult  to  obtain  help  in  the  ordi- 
nation  of  their  minifter.  Elder  Wightman,  of  Gro¬ 
ton  in  Connecticut,  was  clear  in  that  work,  but  he 
was  advanced  in  years,  and  coul4  not  well  travel  fq 
far  as  Bofton ;  therefore  this  church  feat  fome  of 
their  members  to  meet  him  in  Warwick,  where  Mr. 
Bound  was  ordained,  September  7,  1743,  by  the 
help  of  elder  Wightman,  and  elder  Greene,  of  Lei- 
cefter.  And  many  fubjects  of  the  late  work  of  grace 
in  the  land,  joined  to  this  church  in  Bofton,  from 
Newton,  Needham,  Medfield,  '  and  other  places. 
Deacon  Ephraim  Bofworth,  of  the  town  of  Hull, 
having  no  children,  gave  this  church  a  good  eftate, 
which  they  ftill  enjoy.  Alfo  in  the  month  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1  749,  this  church  received  the  following  gen¬ 
erous  donation  from  England  ;  viz.  From  the  Rev. 
John  Gill,  D.  D.  for  the  communion  table,  one  largq 
cup,  four  fmaller  ones,  two  diflies  and  two  plates, 
alfo  one  large  rich  damafk  table  cloth.  Alfo  feven 
complete  fets  of  baptifmal  garments,  namely,  one  for 
the  minifter,  and  three  for  men  and  three  for  woiin 
en  ;  alio  books  to  the  amount  of  about  fifty  dol¬ 
lars.  At  the  fame  time  they  received  a  further  gift 
of  forty  eight  volumes  of  the  late  Re\%  Mr,  Hill’s 

Sermons* 
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Sermons*;  (an  Independent  minifter  in  London,  fuc- 
cellor  to  Dr.  Ridgley)  Mr.  Hill’s  fermons  were  fent 
by  his  fcither,  the  editor,  to  be  given  away  at  the  dif- 
cretion  of  the  church.  And  after  the  great  earth¬ 
quake  in  1755,  Mr.  Bound  fet  up  a  weekly  lefture,^ 
which  was  attended  by  many  from  all  parts  of  the 
town  ;  and  many  owned  him  to  be  the  inftrurnent 
of  their  converfion,  who  yet  joined  to  Pedobaptifl 
churches  ;  and  he  was  greatly  refpefted  by  people 
of  various  denominations,  and  efpecially  by  his  own 
fociety.  But  in  the  midft  of  his  ufefulnefs,  it  pleaf- 
ed  God  to  feize  him  with  a  j^aralytic  diforder,  in 
the  morning  of  December  17,  1762,  from  which  he 
never  recovered,  though  he  revived  fo  as  to  preach 
a  few  fermons.”  Mr.  Bound  died,  much  lamented,, 
though  with  great  comfort  in  his  own  foul,  June  18, 
1765.  This  church  had  increafed  under  his  minif- 
try  to  about  120  members  ;  and  as  foon  as  he  was 
taken  ill,  they  not  only  obtained  occafional  fupplies 
from  filler  churches,  but  alfo  fent  for  Mr.  (now  Dr.} 
Samuel  Stillman,  from  New-Jerfey.  He  w^as  born 
in  Pennfylvania,  and  educated  in  South-Carolina, 
wLere  he  was  ordained  ;  but  the  climate  not  fuiting 
his  conllitution,  he  came  and  preached  for  forne 
time  at  Bordentown  in  the  Jerfey,  from  w^hence  he 
came  to  Bofton,  and  minilfered  a  year  to  this  church, 
and  then,  in  September,  1764,  he  went  to  the  firll 
Baptift  church  in  Bofton,  in  which  he  hath  been  a 
fuccefsful  minifter  to  this  day. 

VII.  The  fecond  Baptift  church  in  Bofton  being 
again  left  deftitute,  fought  and  obtained  fome  help 
from  fifter  churches,  and  looked  out  for  another 
paftor,  but  could  not  obtain  one  in  many  years. 
Many  of  their  old  brethren  were  dead,  and  others 
w^ere  fcattered  into  different  parts  of  the  land,  fo  that 
they  feared  a  diffolution  of  their  church.  Such  i& 
the  changing  ftate  of  things  in  this  world,  both  as  to 
our  temporal  and  fpiritual  concerns  ;  and  happy  are 
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thev  who  humble  themfelves  under  the  mighty  hand 
of  God^  that  he  may  exalt  them  in  due  time.  Mr. 
John  Davis  paid  this  church  a  vifit  in  the  fall  of  1769, 
and  at  their  requeft,  he  removed  there  from  the  State 
of  Delaware  in  May,  and  was  ordained  their  paflor 
September  9,  177©.  He  was  educated  in  the  college 
at  Philadelphia,  and  was  a  man  of  great  powers  of 
mind,  which  he  exerted  in  a  noble  manner,  in  the 
caufe  of  religious  liberty,  and  for  the  welfare  of  our 
churches,  until  his  health  failed,  which  led  him 
to  aik  a  difmiffion,  wdiich  was  granted,  July  19, 
^772,  and  he  failed  from  Bollon  in  Auguft,  and  di¬ 
ed  near  the  Ohio,  December  13,  1772,  greatly  la¬ 
mented.  Mr.  Ifaac  Skiilman,  who  was  born  in 
JSlew-Jerfey,  and  educated  at  Princeton  college,  was 
the  third  paftor  of  this  church^from  September,  1 773, 
to  October,  1787,  when  he  went  back  to  New-Jer- 
fey,  and  is  now  the  paftor  of  the  Baptift  church  at 
Salem  in  that  State.  Diredtly  after  his  departure, 
this  church  called  Mr.  Thomas  Gair  to  be  their  paf¬ 
tor,  who  was  born  in  Bofton,  educated  in  the  college 
^t  Providence,  and  ordained  at  Medfield,  September 
18,  1776,  where  he  miniftered  to  good  purpofe  for 
ten  years.  But  then,  as  forne  of  their  ableft  breth¬ 
ren  were  dead,  and  peculiar  difficulties  arofe  in  the 
church,  they  difmifled  and  recommended  him  ;  and 
his  labours  were  much  bleffed  in  Bofton,  until  he 
was  fuddenly  called  away  by  death,  April  27,  1790. 
And  it  is  very  remarkable  that  two  pallors  of  this 
church,  Davis  and  Gair,  each  died  in  his  36th  year, 
and  were  the  only  minifters  who  had  died  out  of  the 
Warren  Affociation  finceit  was  formed  in  1767.  In 
aTter  the  deceafe  of  the  latter,  the  church  ob¬ 
tained  a  vifit  from  Mr.  Thomas  Baldwin,  who  was 
born  at  Norwich  in  Connedicut,  December  23, 
1753,  ordained  at  Canaan  in  New-Hampfhire, 
June  II,  1783,  and  preached  v/ith  fuccefs  in  thofe 
parts  until  he  was  now  called  to  Bofton,  where  he 

was 
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was  initalled  the  paftor  of  this  church,  November  1 1 , 
1790.  They  had  but  42  members  when  Mr.  Skill- 
man  came  there  in  1773,  when  he  left  them  they 
had  increafed  to  66,  and  when  Mr.  Gair  died  they 
had  89,  and  now  have  158. 

VIIL  Thefe  churches  in  'Bolton  have  equal  liber¬ 
ties  with  other  denominations,  and  no  man  in  that 
town  has  been  compelled  to  fupport  amy  minifter 
that  he  did  not  perfonally  ghaafe,fince  the  year  1693- 
but  this  liberty  is  zvickedly  denied  to  the  generality 
of  our  towns  in  the  country,  contrary  to  the  promife 
of  our  delegates  at  Congrefs  in  1774.  Dr.  Stillman 
preached  the  election  lermon  at  Boflon,  May  26,. 
^779.  when  he  clearly  defcribed  the  difference  be-, 
tween  civil  States,  and  the  government  of  the  church 
of  Cbrift,  fhewing  that  they  ought  to  be  entirely  dif- 
tinct.  Yet  in  the  conflitution  of  our  government,, 
which  was  formed  the  winter  following,  church  and 
ftate  ,are  confounded  together.  He  had  publiflied 
four  fermons  in  1769,  upon  original  fin,,  the  efficacy 
of  divine  grace  in  converfion,  juftification  alone  by 
faith  in  the  perfeO:  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl,  and  the 
infinite  importance  of  holy  obedience  to  all  the  laws 
of  Chrift.  This  was  in  the  beginning  of  a  happy  re¬ 
vival  of  religion  in  Bofton.  He  hath  alfo  publifhed 
feveral  other  fermons  and  traSs  fince.  Mr.  Gair  pub¬ 
lifhed  an  ordination  fermon,  which  he  delivered  at 
Cambridge  in  1783  ;  and  alfo  a  circular  letter  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Warren  AfTociation.  Mr.  Baldwin 
publifhed  a  difcourfe  in  1789,  at  the  requefl  of  the 
Woodftock  Alibciation,  to  fliew^  the  reafons  why  the 
Baptifi:  churches  refufe  to  commune  in  the  ordi- 
nanceof  the  flipper  with  any  who  were  only  fprinkled 
in  infancy.  Upwards  of  two  years  afterjtheRev.Noah 
Worcefler,  of  Thornton,  (N.H.)  publiflied  an  anfwer 
to  him,  wherein  he  fet  up  godly  fincerity  as  the  rule 
of  communion,  and  not  any  external  mode  of  bap- 
tifm.  To  this  Mr.  Baldwin  replied,  in  March,  1794^ 

which 
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•which  was  fo  much  elleemed,  that  It  paffed  a  fecond 
edition  in  about  two  months.  He  proved  plainly,  that 
this  controverfy  all  turns  upon  thefe  two  queftions. 
I.  Who  are  the  l'ubj;as  of  baptifm  according  to  the 
law  of  Chrift  ?  2.  What  is  the  mode  or  manner 
of  the  baptifm  which  he  hath  inftituted  ?  Mr.  Wor- 
cefter  publiflied  another  piece  lad:  winter,  in  which 
he  refufed  to  meet  him  upon  this  ground,  laying. 
The  attempt  would  be  to  diflblve  the  didinction  be¬ 
tween  the  two  denominations,  rather  than  to  open 
the  way  for  a  free  communion  between  us,  as  two 
denominations.  For  I  prefume,  that,  were  Vv^e  agreed 
upon  thefe  two  queftions,  w^e  fliould  not  be  tw^o  de¬ 
nominations. Very  true  ;  and  why  Ihould  any 
be  unwdlling  to  have  but  one  Lord,  one  faith,  and 
one  baptifm?  Yet  this  author  hath  now  publifhed 
above  an  hundred  pages  upon  other  things,  while  he 
refufed  to  come  to  the  point  in  hand. 

IX*  Bellingham,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  was 
fo  abufively  treated  by  Congregational  minifters,  that 
they  have  never  fettled  one  of  them  in  that  town  in 
above  forty  years  part*  The  Baptift  church  there^ 
was  conftituted  OSober  15,  1750;  and  Mr.  Elna- 
than  Wight  was  their  firft  paftor,  who  w^as  ordained 
January  14,  1755,  and  was  a  faithful  and  ufeful  min- 
ifter  there,  until  he  was  taken  away  by  death,  No¬ 
vember  6,  1761,  aged  46.  Mr.  Noah  Alden  was 
born  in  Middleborough,  May  31,  17255  converted 
therein  1741 5  and  was  ordained  at  Staftord  in  Con- 
nefticut,  June  5,  1755*  But  he  was  difmifled  from 
thence,  by  the  advice  of  a  council,  Auguft  28,  1765^ 
and  he  was  inftalled  at  Bellingham,  November  12, 
1766,  and  continues  their  paftor  to  this  day.  Mr. 
Aaron  Leland  was  raifed  up  in  this  church,  v/ho  is 
paftor  of  the  Baptift  church  at  Chefter,  in  Vermont. 
Peace  hath  generally  been  enjoyed  in  Bellingham, 
and  they  have  been  favoured  with  feveral  revivals  of 

religion, 

^  Worcefter’s  DlfcuflTions,  p.  S. 
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religion,  though  their  church  hath  never  been  very 
large,  And  the  like  may  be  laid  of  the  Baptift 

church  in  VYrentharn,  which  was  conftituted  in  I'rbg. 
William  Williams,  A.  M.  was  ordained  their  pallor^ 
July  3,  1776.  He  was  born  in  Pennfylvania,  and  was 
educated  in  Rhode-Iiland  coiiegej  being  one  of  the 
Hii  ft  ciafs  Lherein^  and  he  is  now  a  fellow  of  that  cor¬ 
poration  He  alfo  keeps  a  Latin  fchool^  in  which 
many  young  gentlemen  have  been  fitted  for  the  col¬ 
lege.  The  Baptift  church  in  Medfield  was  formed 
Auguft  105  17765  and  Mr*  Gair  was  ordained  their 
paftor  the  next  month5  as  Was  before  obierved.  Im 
^hcit  church  had  iricreafed  to  81  members  ^ 
but  in  17^9  difmiffed  14  members  to  form  a 

church  in  Wefton.  Mr.  Edward  Clarke  removed 
to  Medfield  foon  after,  and  hath  preached  there  evef 
ftnce,  though  he  is  not  ordained.  He  fprang  from 
the  family  who  were  fathers  of  the  firft  Baptift 
church  in  Newport,  which  Was  formed  in  1 644  ;  and 
he  hath  publiflied  a  reply  to  Meffrs.  Fifli  and  Crane 
upon  baptifm,  and  fome  other  .things-  The  laft 
Baptift  church  in.the  county  of  Norfolk  was  formed 
Auguft:  24,  1780,  upon  the  borders  of  Stoughton 
and  Braintree,. where  now  is  the  town  of  Randolph. 
Former  revivals  of  religion  had  been  granted  there, 
but  the  work  Was  more  powerful  in  that  glorious 
year  1780.  Joel  Briggs,  A.  M.  was  born  in  Norton, 
April  15,  1757,  educated  in  the  college  at  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  preached  to  this  church  about  three  years, 
before  he  was  ordained  their  paftor,  December  5, 
1787.  A  powerful  w^ork  was  again  wrought  among 
them  in  1790,  which  caufed  the  addition  of  above 
twenty  members  to  this  church  :  and  it  extended  its 
happy  influence  into  Bridgwater  and  Abington. 

X.  The  county  of  Plymouth,  where  our  fathers 
began  tiie  fettlement  of  New-Eiigland,  calls  for  our 
next  attention.  The  principles  and  manners  of  the 
firft  planters  of  the  country,  are  as  much  retained 

here 
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here  as  in  any  part  of  the  land.  And  this  may  be 
a  caufe  why  no  perfon  hath  been  hanged  in  the 
county  of  Plymouth  for  fixty  years  pah.  The  inhab¬ 
itants  are  as  much  upon  a  level,  and  there  are  as  few 
foreigners  among  them,  as  in  any  part  of  America. 
The  people  are  generally  fupported  by  their  own  la¬ 
bours,  and  not  by  the  labour  of  others.  And  a 
powerful  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  iiiMiddleborough, 
in  and  after  1741,  prepared  the  way  for  the  gather¬ 
ing  of  the  firft  Baptift  church  in  the  county,  in 
this  town.  After  the  death  of  their  miniher  in 
April,  1744,  Judge  Oliver,  who  came  from  Bofton, 
with  a  few  more  leading  men  in  Middieborough, 
fhut  the  next  minifter  whom  the  church  chofe,  and 
two  thirds  of  the  people,  out  of  their  meeting-houfe, 
and  from  the  ufe  of  their  minifterial  lands.  And 
when  a  new  precindl  was  conftituted  in  February, 
1743,  confiding  part  of  Middieborough,  and  part  of 
Bridgwater,  the  communicants  therein  were  denied 
a  difmiffion  from  the  old  churches  for  five  years,  left 
if  a  church  were  formed  in  this  precinft,  they  fhould 
call  a  minifter  whom  the  world  did  not  like.  The 
communicants  therefore  fet  up  a  meeting  without  li- 
cenfe  from  arbitrary  minifters,  in  December,  1747, 
and  formed  a  church  here,  February  16,  1748,  and 
ordained  a  paftor  therein  the  13th  of  April  follow¬ 
ing.  But  in  the  month  between,  their  opponents 
held  a  parilh  meeting,  and  voted  a  large  fum  of 
money,  to  finifh  their  meeting-houfe,  and  to  hire 
other  fort  of  preaching,  and  taxed  the  church  and 
their  minifter,  with  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants,  to  pay 
it.  But  after  diftrefs  had  been  made  upon  feveral  of 
them,  it  appeared  in  a  trial  at  Plymouth  court,  that 
faid  money  was  voted  at  an  illegal  meeting,  and  the 
cafe  was  turned  againft  their  colleftor.  But  they  ap¬ 
pealed  to  their  fuperior  court,  and  in  the  mean  time 
fent  an  agent  to  Bofton,  and  obtained  an  aft  of  the 
legillature  to  cftablifti  faid  meeting  as  legal,  and  the 

fuperior 
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fuperior  court  gave  judgment  againft  the  defendant 
upon  this  a£l;,  which  was  paffed  after  the  fuit  was 
commenced  in  the  firft  executive  court.  And  this 
fiiews  that  the  temporal  intereft  of  no  people  can  be 
fecure,  where  one  party  of  minifters  are  fupported 
by  tax  and  compulfion; 

XL  In  Auguft,  1749?  ^  difpiite  about  bap tifm  was 
brought  into  this  church,  which  was  managed  with 
an  unhappy  temper  by  many,  and  caufed  great  diffi¬ 
culties  among  the  people.  Nine  members  of  this 
church,  and  one  who  was  not  a  member,  were  bap¬ 
tized  in  September,  and  they  fet  up  a  meeting  from 
the  church  in  October,  becaufe  their  minifter  and 
church  did  not  immediately  become  Baptifts^  fo  as  to 
obtain  an  exemption  from  taxes  to  Congregational 
minifters.  They  went  the  next  year  and  joined  to 
old  Baptift  churches,  and  obtained  fuch  an  exemp¬ 
tion.  Thefe  things,  with  the  unhappy  temper 
which  many  difcovered,,  caufed  a  great  fear  in  others 
that  there  was  fome  fecret  iniquity  in  the  Eaptift 
principles,  as  tradition  had  long  faid  there  was. 
But  they  were  led  by  degrees,  to  diftinguifh  between 
the  truth  of  God,  and  the  corruptions  of  men  who 
profefs  a  zeal  for  it ;  and  their  minifter  was  bap¬ 
tized  in  Auguft,  1751,  and  others  afterwards,  who 
yet  held  communion  with  thofe  who  were  only 
fprinkled  in  infancy,  until  they  were  convinced  that 
this  was  a  praftical  faying  that  they  were  baptized 
when  thev  believed  in  their  confciences  they  were 

j  ^  j 

not.  1  herefore  they  formed  a  Baptift  church  here, 
January  16,  1756,  and  their  former  minifter  was  in- 
ftalled  their  paftor  the  23d  of  June  following,  in 
which  office  he  is  ftill  continued.  He  was  born  at 
Norwich  in  Connefticut,  January  9,  1724,  convert¬ 
ed  in  1741,  and  began  to  preach  in  Septem.ber,  1 746. 
This  was  then  the  only  Baptift  church  in  an  extent 
of  country  of  above  an  hundred  miles  long,  from 
Bellingham  to  the  end  of  Cape-Cod,  and  near  fifty 

miles 
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miles  wide,  between  Bofton  and  Rehoboth.  Their 
number  was  fmall  for  many  years,  though  they  had 
fome  revivings  from  time  to  time,  until  fuch  a  work 
came  on  in  1779,  as  increafed  their  number  in  three 
years,  from  59  to  138.  And  in  forty  years  they 
have  buried  34,  difaiilTed  6i,  and  excluded  12,  while 
91  remain.  Seven  members  of  this  church  have 
been  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  gofpel  miniftry, 
namely,  James  Mellen,  Abner  Lewis,  Afa  Hunt,  Eli¬ 
jah  Codding,  Job  Macomber,  Samuel  Nelfon,  and 
David  Leonard  ;  the  laft  of  whom  was  ordained  as 
an  itinerant,  December  17,  1794.  He  was  born  in 
Bridgwater,  and  educated  at  the  college  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  where  he  took  his  firft  degree  in  1792.  His 
brother  Zenas  Lockwood  Leonard  graduated  at  that 
college  in  1794,  and  was  foon  approbated  by  this 
church  to  preach  the  gofpel,  and  has  been  accepted 
in  that  work  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  Ste¬ 
phen  Smith  Nelfon  was  a  clafs-mate  with  him,  and 
he  was  approbated  as  a  gofpel  preacher  by  this 
church  laft  May.  He  is  great-grandfon  to  the  ^firfl; 
Baptift  in  Middleborough,  of  whom  we  fliall  fay 
more  prefently.  The  paftor  of  this  church  publiflied 
a  difcourfe  upon  an  internal  call  to  preach  the  gof¬ 
pel,  in  1754;  and  he  has  publiflied  the  moft  fince 
of  any  Baptift  in  America ;  but  their  value  is  left 
entirely  to  the  judgment  of  the  public. 

XII.  The  fecond  Baptift  church  in  Middleborough 
was  formed  in  the  following  manner.  Thomas 
^  Nelfon,  who  was  born  here  in  June,  1675,  difcovered 
fuch  evils  in  the  fecond  minifter  of  the  town,  as  cauf- 
ed^  him  to  examine  the  Icriptures  concerning  their 
principles ;  and  finding  nothing  therein  for  infant 
baptifm,  he  went  and  joined  to  the  firft  Baptift 
church  in  Swanfea.  And  in  the  year  1717  he  re¬ 
moved  into  the  fouth  part  of  Middleborough,  called 
Aflawamfet,  being  the  firft  Englifli  family  who  fettled 
there*  And  Baptift  minifters  frequently  preached  at 
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his  houfe,  until  he  got  one  to  preach  there  fteadilyy 
in  the  fpring  of  1753.  This  was  Mr.  Ebenezer 
Hinds,  who  v/as  born  in  Bridgwater,  July  29,  17195. 
and  began  to  preach  in  1749.  About  four  miles 
fouthweftward  from  this  meeting,  in  a  place  called 
Beechwoods,  Mr.  James  Mead  was  ordained  the  paf- 
tor  of  a  feparate  churchy  Oftober  3,  1751,  and  contin¬ 
ued  in  that  ofBce  until  he  died,  October  2,.  1756. 
The  majority  of  that  church  became  Baptifts  foon 
after,  and  joined  with  Mr.  Hinds’s  hearers  in  forming 
a  Baptift  church,.  No^tember  16,  1757,  and  he  was 
ordained  their  pallor,  January  26,  1758.*  They 
pur  chafed  a  houfe  and^  farm  for  the  miniftry,  and 
built  a:  convenient  meeting-houfe  42  miles  from  Bof- 
ton.  Mr.  Nelfon  died  before  this  church  was  confti- 
tuted,  aged  eighty,  but  his  widow  lived  to  commune 
with  them  in  the  ordinance  of  the  fupper,,  after  flie 
was  an  hundred  years  old^  She  died  December  7, 
17782,  being  an  hundred  and  five  years  and  feven 
months  old  ;  and  The  had  then  living  of  her  poflerity 
337,  as  near  as  the  account  could  be  colledted ;  for 
fome  of  them  were  in  Nova-Scotia*  William,  Sam¬ 
uel  and  Ebenezer  Nelfon,  three  of  her  grandfons, 
are  now  ordained  Baptift  minifters.  Mr..  Hathway, 
a  minifter  in  Freetown,  alfo  fprang^  from  tliis  church. 
Such  a  revival  of  religion  was  granted  among  them 
in  1773?  as  increafed  the  church,  to  104  members 
the  next  year.  But  a  number  of  them  were  difmilf- 
ed  to  form  a  church  in  Freetown  foon  after,  and  they 
never  have  been  fo  large  fince.  Mr.,  Hinds  hath  had 
two  wives,,  and  fifteen  children,  of  whom  he  hath 
buried  eight;  and  the  great  expenfes  in  his  family, 
with  different  fenthnents  about  the  fupport  of  minif¬ 
ters,  and  the  government  of  the  church,  hath  caufed 
many  contentions  among  them,  which  hath  reduced 
the  church  to  a  much  fmaller  number  than  they  once 
had  ;  yet  heTs  ftilL  continued  in  his  office  there. 

XIIL  The 

*  Mr.  Hinds  was  baptized  by  Mr.  E.  Moulton,  and  joined  himfclf  to  the 
l>cond  Baptift  church  in  Bofton,  March  3,  175^* 
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XIII.  The  third  Baptift  church  in  Middleborough 
ipraiig  chiefly  from  the  firfl.  The  lands  near  ihe  cor¬ 
ners  of  Middleborough,  Rochefter,  Warehain,  and 
Carver,  were  but  little  cultivated  until  1754  ;  and 
Baptifl;  minillers  were  called  to  preach  there  from 
time  to  time  afterwards,  and  perfons  from  tbence 
joined  to  our  church,  until  they  obtained  a  dilmiiiion, 
and  ten  perfons  were  fortned  into  a  church  there,  Au- 
gufl:  4,  1761.  Mr.  Ebenezer  Jones  had  preached  to 
them  for  a  while  before,  and  he  was  ordained  their  paf- 
tor  the  a8th  of  October  following.  And  a  revival  of 
religion  came  on  among  them  the  next  fpring,  which 
prevailed  through  the  year,  and  fpread  its  happy  in¬ 
fluence  into  many  other  focieties,  the  good  fruits 
whereof  are  vifible  to  this  day.  Yet  fome  evil  beha¬ 
viour  in  Mr.  Jones’s  wife,  wdiich  drew  him  into  a 
fnare,  caufed  a  great  divifion  in  the  church  and  fo- 
ciety  in  1763,  which  terminated  in  his  removal  from 
them  ;  and  he  travelled  and  preached  in  various 
parts  of  our  land,  until  he  died  in  the  county  of  Al¬ 
bany,  in  September,  1791.  This  church  was  in  a 
furnace  of  afflidtion  for  feveral  years ;  but  in  the 
fpring  of  1770,  they  obtained  Mr.  Afa  Hunt  to 
preach  to  them,  and  he  was  ordained  their  paftor, 
Oftober  30,  1771.  He  was  born  in  Braintree,  in 
July,  1744,  and  preached  in  Raynham  for  a  year 
before  he  went  to  them,  when  he  joined  to  the  firfl 
Baptift  church  in  Middleborough.  His  preaching 
was  very  acceptable,  and  they  gave  him  a  good  place 
for  a  fettlement,  befide  the  ufe  of  the  minifterial  lot; 
and  they  built  a  convenient  meeting-houfe,  above 
eleven  miles  from  the  fiift  Baptift  meeting  in  this 
town.  And  fuch  a  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  began 
among  them  in  March,  1780,  as  caufed  the  addition 
of  1 13  members  to  their  church  by  September,  1782, 
when  they  had  194  in  all.  But  in  the  time  of  great 
changes  in  our  country  about  money  and  worldly 
property,  Mr.^  Hunt  entangled  himfelf  fo  much  in 

K  2  the 


HO  A  CHURCH  HISTORY  [Chap.  VL 

the  affairs  of  this  life,  as  caufed  much  unhappincfs, 
and  he  infifled  upon  a  difmiflion  from  his  church, 
which  they  granted,  though  with  reluftance,  in  De* 
cember,  1789.  He  had  been  a  journey  into  Virgin¬ 
ia,  where  he  preached  to  good  purpofe  the  year  be¬ 
fore,  and  he  travelled  into  New-Jerfey  and  Pennfylva- 
nia  after  his  difmiflion ;  but  he  never  removed  his 
family,  until  he  was  called  to  vifit  his  eldeft  fon,  who 
was  fick  with  the  dyfentery  in  the  college  at  Provi- 
dence,  where  the  father  was  feized  with  the  fame 
diftemper,  and  died  there,  September  20,  1791. 
His  fon  recovered,  while  he  was  taken  away,  and  his 
memory  is  precious  to  many,  notwithftahding  his  im- 
perfeftions.  The  church  was  in  low  circumftances 
for  fome  time,  and  young  people  got  to  be  fo  extrav¬ 
agant  in  vanity,  that  they  could  hardly  be  kept  civil 
in  times  of  public  worfhip.  But  the  church  pre¬ 
vailed  with  Mr.  Samuel  Nelfon  to  remove  there  to 
preach  to  them,  in  May,  1793.  ^^e  begin- 

ning  of  the  next  month,  fuch  a  divine  influence  was 
granted,  that  old  Chriftians  became  all  alive  in  re¬ 
ligion,  and  fuch  a  concern  for  the  foul  and  eternity 
appeared  among  old  and  young  through  all  the  buii- 
eft  time  in  the  fummer,  that  they  had  frequent  and 
crouded  meetings,  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon,  with¬ 
out  the  lead  difturbance  from  vain  perfons,  which 
before  were  fo  troublefome.  Mr.  Nelfon  was  or¬ 
dained  their  paftor  January  16,  1794;  and  above 
thirty  were  added  to  their  church  in  about  a  year. 
He  was  born  in  this  town  April  6,  1745,  and  is  flill 
ufeful  in  this  church.  Mr.  John  Tripp,  and  Mr. 
Simeon  Coombs  have  been  of  this  church,  who  arc 
now  ordained  minifters  in  other  places. 

XIV.  A  few  perfons  in  the  weft  part  of  Bridg¬ 
water  had  been  members  of  the  firft  Baptift  church 
in  Middleborough  near  thirty  years,  before  a  happy 
revival  of  religion  began  there  in  17795  when  their 
number  inereafed  fo  much  that  they  were  encourag¬ 
ed  to  hold  meetings  among  themfelves,  from  time  to 

time. 
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time,  until  fixteen  members  were  difmiffed,  and  a 
church  was  formed  there,  June  7,  1785.  Mr. 
George  Robinfon  had  preached  to  them  for  a  year 
before,  and  he  became  their  paftor.  He  was  born  in 
Attleborough,  in  November,  1754,  and  was  ordain¬ 
ed  at  Killingly  in  Connefticut,  November  13,  1776, 
where  he  miniftered  for  more  than  feven  years. 
But  fuch  difficulties  then  arofe  in  their  church,  partly 
occafioned  by  the  public  diforders  in  our  country, 
that  they  called  a  council,  and,  by  their  advice,  dif¬ 
miffed  and  recommended  him,  and  he  removed  to 
Bridgwater,  where  many  Weffiiigs  have  been  grant¬ 
ed  under  his  miniftry.  Mr.  Seth  Howard  was  bap¬ 
tized  there,  March  10,  1779,  and  was  one  of  the 
firft  members  of  this  church,  and  he  continued  in 
their  communion,  until  he  died  in  a  joyful  manner, 
Oftober  11,  1794,  aged  near  92.  Mr.,  Eleazar 
Snow,  who  was  born  in  Bridgwater,  July  25,  1701, 
alfo  joined  to  the  firft  Baptift  church  in  Middlebo- 
rough,  and  was  then  oiie  of  the  firft  members  of  this, 
church,  and  is  now  the  oldeft  man  in  Bridgwater..* 

XV.  Some  perfons  of  Marfhfield  joined  to  the- 
firft  Baptift  church  in  Bofton,  before  elder  Callender 
died  in  1738,  and  others  joined  to  their  fecond 
church  in  elder  Bound^s  time  ;  but  their  number 
was  fmall,  until  deacon  Jofiah  Eames  invited  Baptifl 
minifters  to  preach  there  in  1 773?  sind  a  meeting  was 
fet  up,  in  which  Thomas  Eames  began  to  preach. 
But  thefe  men  removed  away,  and  the  laft  of  them 
is  now  paftor  of  a  church  in  Iflefborough  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Hancock;  and  the  Baptifts  in  Marfhfield  were 
in  low  circumftancesj  until  a  revival  was.  granted  in 
1786,  and  they  built  them  a  meeting-houfe  the  next 
year,  and  a  church  was  formed  among  them,  June 
II,  1788.  They  received  alfiftance  from  neighs 
bouring  minifters,  from  time  to  time,  until:  Mr.  Jo- 
feph  Butterfield  came  to  preach  there  fteadily  in  the 
fall  of  1791,  and  he  was  ordained  their  paftor.  May 
i6,  1792..  His  gifts  were  promifing,  and  his  hear- 

Mr.  Snow,  full  of  divine  confolation,  died  Felx.  z8,  1796.  CrS 
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ers  increafed  for  fome  time;  but  from  imprudent  com 
duft,  he  proceeded  to  the  ufe  of  deceitful  means  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  temporal  living.  Therefore  a  mutual  council 
was  called.  May  8,  1793,  who  advifed  the  church  to 
depofe  him  from  his  office,  which  they  did,  and  he 
confeffed  it  to  be  juft.  He  was  then  forgiven  and 
reftored  as  a  brother,  and  recommended  to  another 
church,  and  he  removed  to  Wefton,  and  lately  into 
the  diftrict  of  Maine.  They  have  experienced  many 
trying  things  fince  at  Marfhfield,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
all  will  work  for  their  fpiritual  good. 

X  VL  The  town  of  Carver  was  formerly  the  fouth 
pariih  in  Rlymton,  betwixt  Middleborough  and 
Plymouth.  Their  firft  meeting-houfe  was  built  near 
the  north  end  of  the  parifh,  becaufe  moft  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  lived  there.  But  when  the  fouth  end  was  alfo 
planted  and  cultivated,  the  inhabitants  claimed  a 
light  of  having  it  removed  into  the  centre  ;  and  be¬ 
caufe  this  was  denied  them,  they  built  another  meet¬ 
ing-houfe  towards  the  fouth  end,  and  obtained  occa- 
fional  preaching  in  it  for  fome  years.  At  length  they 
got  Baptift  minifters  to  preach  there,  and  their  prin- 
ciples  prevailed,  until  a  Baptift  church  was  formed 
there,  July  13,  1791,  and  Mr.  John  Tripp  was  or¬ 
dained  their  pallor  the  28th  of  September  following. 
Moft  of  the  firft  members  were  difmiffed  from  the 
third  Baptift  church  in  Middleborough,  as  others 
have  been  fince.  -  And  a  happy  revival  of  religion 
in  both  churches  in  1793?  cauled  a  latge  increaie  of 
this  church.  Mr.  Tripp  preached  an  ordination 
fermon  at  Barnftable,  April  29,  1795?  which  was 

printed  foon  after  at  Bofton. 

In  January,  17935  ^  revival  of  religion  began 

in  Plymouth,  the  firft  town  that  was  planted  in 
New-England  ;  and  it  prevailed  to  a  greater  de¬ 
gree  than  any  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  hath  done 
there  fince  the  year  1742.  Iheir  minifter,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Robbins,  was  much  engaged  in  it,  and  in  the 
fummer  of  1794,  he  baptized  one  woman  by  immer- 
fion,  which  was  a  new  thing  in  that  town. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

I,  An  Account  of  the  firfc  Church  in  Swmfca.  II.  Of 
the  fecond  Church  there.  III.  Of  two  in  Rchobotb 
that  are  diffolved.  IV,  Of  fix  Churches  now  there. 
V.  Of  Mr.  Winchefer.  ■  VI.  Of  Mr.  Lllis. 

VII.  Of  the  laft  Baptif  Church  in  Rehoboth. 

VIII.  Of  Taunton.  IX.  Of  Attleborough.  X.  Of 
Dighton.  XI.  Freetown,  XII.  New-Bedford  and 
Dartmouth.  XIII.  Raynham.  XIV.  Harwich. 
XV.  Barnfable.  XVI.  Martha’ s-Vineyard. 

I.  The  firft  Baptift  church  in  the  Maflachufctts  is 
in  Swanfea,  which  was  originally  in  Plymouth  colo¬ 
ny,  the  firll  in  New-England.  Mr.  John  Miles  was 
a  father  of  the  Baptift  churches  in  Wales,  which  be¬ 
gan  in  1649J  and  he  was  paftor  of  the  Baptift 
church  of  Swanfea  in  that  country,  until  he  was 
ejedled  from  thence  by  a  cruel  aft  of  parliament, 
which  turned  above  two  thoufand  teachers  out  of 
their  places  in  1662.  He  then  came  over  to  cur 
country,  and  brought  their  book  of  records  with 
him,  which  is  in  Swanfea  to  this  day,  containing 
many  things  concerning  the  firft  Baptift  churches  in 
Wales,  that  are  no  where  elfe  to  be  found,  and 
which  have  been  lately  tranferibed  and  fent  over  to 
them.  Nicholas  Tanner,  Obadiah  Bowen,  John 
Thomas,  and  others,  alfo  came  oyer  to  this  country  j 
and  one  of  Bowen’s  pofterity  is  now  Chancellor  of 
the  univerfity  at  Providence,  A  Baptift  church  was 
formed  in  Rehoboth  in  1663,  and  Mr.  Miles  was 
their  paftor  3  and  four  years  after  they  obtained  a 
grant  of  the  town  of  Swanfea,  from  the  legiflature 
at  Plymouth  ;  and  there  have  been  none  but  Baptift 
churches  in  that  town  to  this  day.  .  Mr.  Miles  often 
vifited  and  laboured  with  his  brethren  at  Bolton,  in 
the  time  of  their  fufferings  ;  and  he  continued  the 

faithfyl 
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faithful  pallor  of  the  church  in  Svvanfea,  until  he  fell 
afleep  there,  in  a  good  old  age,  February  3,  1683. 
Mr.  Samuel  Luther  had  been  a  reprefentative  for 
Swanfea  in  their  legiflature,  and  was  otherwife  ufeful 
in -the  town,  before  he  was  ordained  a  pallor  of  this 
diurch,  July  22,  1 685,  by  the  affillance  of  the  elders, 
Hull  and  Ernblen  of  Boflon  5  and  he  was  much  ef-> 
teemed  at  home  and  abroad,  until  he  died  in  1717, 
and  his  pollerity  are  numerous  to  this  day.  Mr! 
Ephraim  \Vheaton,  who  lived  within  the  bounds  of 
Rehoboth,  had  been  a  colleague  with  him  about 
thirteen  years,  and  he  was  a  faithful  and  fuccefsful 
miniller  until  he  died,  April  26,  1 734.»  3-ged  75.  He 
baptized  and  received  fifty  members  into  his  church 
in  five  years  after  a  revival  began  in  1718,  of  which 
he  wrote  an  account  to  Mr.  Hollis  in  London.  Our 
fecond  vol.  p.  7p,  Mr.  Samuel  Maxwell  was  or-r 
dained  a  colleague  with  him,  April  18,  1733;  but 
he  was  unlleady^  in  his  fentiments,  and  in  1738,  he 
embraced  the  opinion  of  keeping  the  feventh  day  of 
the  week  as  the  Sabbath,  which  caufed  his  difmiflion 
from  this  church,  April  15,  1739.  Elder  Benjamin 
Herrington,  forrnerly  of  Narraganfet,  was  their  next 
pallor,  and  was  inllalled  in  this  church,  Augull  18, 
1742,  and  he  had  a  crouded  audience  for  feveral 
years ;  but  then  he  was  accufed  of  the  fin  of  un, 
cleannefs,  and  he  vvent  off  to  Canterbury  in  Con- 
nefticut,  where  he  preached  to  a  few  people,  and 
lived  in  obfcurity  to  old  age.  In  March,  1 748,  Mr. 
Jabez  Wood,  of  Middleborough,  was  called  to  preach 
to  this  church,  and  he  was  ordained  their  pallor,  Sep^ 
tember  5,  1751.  He  was  grandfon  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Nelfon  ;  but  as  the  old  gentleman  judged  that  Wood 
had  made  ufe  of  unjufl  and  deceitful  meafures  to 
obtain  that  place,  where  was  a  good  farm  for  the 
minillry,  he  removed  his  memberfhip  to  the  firll  Bap- 
tifl  church  in  Rehoboth,  and  others  went  to  other 
churches  j  and  the  firfl  church  in  Swanfea  was  in  a 

declining 
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declining  condition,  until  elder  Wood  aiked  and  re* 
ceived  a  difmiflion  in  1779,  and  he  removed  into 
Vermont,  where  he  died  in  1794*  But  as  the  enemy 
had  burnt  their  meeting-houfe,  and  houfe  for  the 
miniftry  at  Warren,  three  miles  off,  in  May,  1778, 
the  two  churches  agreed  for  the  prefent  to  meet  at 
Swanfea,  and  elder  Thompfon  v/as  received  into 
this  church,  Odober  7,  1779,  and  has  been  their 
pallor  ever  fince.  And  fuch  a  rain  of  righteoufnefs 
was  granted  there  in  1780,  as  caufed  the  addition  of 
above  ninety  members  to  that  church  in  two  years, 
and  they  have  had  other  revivals  fince. 

II.  The  fecond  church  in  Swanfea  was  formed 
upon  different  principles  from  the  firft,  and  they  held 
the  laying  on  of  hands  upon  every  member  as  a  term 
of  communion,  and  did  not  fing  in  their  public  wor- 
fhip.  Men  who  removed  from  Providence,  and  from 
other  places,  fet  up  worfliip  by  themfelves  there 
about  1680,  and  continued  it  until  they  formed  a 
church,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Barnes  was  ordained  their 
paflor  in  1693  i  well  efteemed  in  his 

place,  until  he  died,  June  8,  1706.  Samfon  Mafon 
was  a  foldier  in  CromwelPs  army,  and  he  came  over 
to  America  upon  the  turn  of  times  in  England,  and 
fettled  in  Rehoboth,  and  his  pofterity  are  now  as  nu¬ 
merous  as,  perhaps,  thofe  of  any  man  who  came  to 
our  country  in  his  day,  and  they  have  had  the  chief 
lead  in  this  church-  His  fons  wej*e  Noah,  Samfon, 
James,  John,  Samuel,  Jofeph,  Ifaac,  Pelatiah  and 
Benjamin.  James  and  John  went  to  Boflon,  but  fix 
of  the  others  lived  in  Rehoboth  and  Swanfea,  until 
the  youngeft  of  the  fix  was  feventy  years  old,  Ifaac 
Mafon  was  ordained  a  deacon  in  this  church,  at  the 
fame  time  that  Barnes  was  ordained  their  paflor, 
and  he  lived  to  January  25,  1742.  His  brother  Jo¬ 
feph  was  ordained  their  paflor  in  July,  1709,  and 
continued  fo  till  he  died.  May  19,  1748.  Mr.  John 
Peirce  w^as  ordained  a,  colleague  with  him,  Ociober 
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^9?  17^5?  died  September  8,  1750?  being  each 
ot  them  near  ninety,  and  their  memory  is  precious 
to  their  pofterity.  Mr.  Pelatiah  Mafon  was  born  in 
March,  1669,  and  died  in  March,  1763,  and  three 
of  his  fons  have  been  paftors  of  this  church.  Elder 
Job  Mafon  was  born  February  28,  1695,  ordained 
May  22,  1738,  and  died  July  17,  1775.  ^His 
character  as  a  judicious  man,  a  good  preacher, 
and  an  exemplary  v/alker,  was  high  among  his  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Elder  Ruflel  Mafon  was  born  April 
a2,  1714,  ordained  November  2,  1752,  and  is 
now  able  to  preach  frequently,  and  to  difchargc 
other  duties  of  his  office  to  the  acceptance  of  his 
brethren.  Elder  John  Mafon  was  born  in  Octo-^ 
ber,  1716,  ordained  March  26,  1788,  and  is  well 
efteemed  in  his  office.  In  the  mean  time,  as 
their  church  has  greatly  increafed  in  latter  years,  and 
they  had  many  who  joined  to  it  from  diftant  places, 
and  gifted  men  were  raifed  up  among  them,  they 
ordained  many  elders.  Elder  Benjamin  Mafon  was 
ordained  September  1 5,  1784,  elder  Nathaniel  Cole, 
December  12, 1787,  and  elder  Philip  Slade,  Oftober 
^5?  ^788.  Elder  Cole  is  nowfettledin  Connefticut, 
while  the  others  remain  in  this  church  in  Swanfea. 
It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  a  church  in  Re^ 
hoboth  fprang  from  this  church  in  1753,  and  a 
large  part  of  another  church  ten  years  after  to  go 
to  Nova-Scotia.  When  all  North-America  was  ced¬ 
ed  to  Great-Britain,  Nathan  Mafon  and  his  wife,  Tho¬ 
mas  Lewis  and  his  wife,  Oliver  Mafon  and  his  wife, 
with  Experience  Baker,  of  this  church,  and  Benjamin 
Mafon  and  his  wife,  Charles  Seamans  and  his  wife, 
Gilbert  Seamans  and  his  wife,  from  other  churches, 
were  formed  into  a  church,  and  Nathan  Mafon  was 
Wdained  their  paftor,  April  21,  1763,  and  they  went 
and  fettled  at  the  head  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  But 
after  fome  years  they  removed  back  to  New-England, 
and  molt  of  them  went  and  fettled  in  Berkffiire  in 

the 


147 


J795.-J  ^  ^  ^  N  G  L  A  N  D. 

the  MalTachufetts.  It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
powerful  work  of  grace  which  was  wrought  in  this 
country,  under  the  miniftry  of  men  who  held  to  in¬ 
fant  baptifm,  and  who  had  opprefled  the  Baptifts,  was 
attended  with  fuch  evil  reports  as  prejudiced  the  Bap- 
tifts  againft  the  work  for  many  years.  But  fome 
rninifters  from  bTew- jcrfey  came  and  preached  among 
the  Baptifts  in  thefe  parts,  in  and  after  1754?  "vvhich 
ferved  to  remove  thofe  prejudices,  in  fome  mealure. 
And  in  i  756,  colonel  Andrew  Cole,  of  Swanlea,  in¬ 
vited  Ibine  of  our  new  minifters  to  preach  at  his 
houfe,  and  from  time  to  time  afterwards.  And 
though  thefe  Baptift  churches  had  received  members 
by  a  general  confeffion  of  their  faith,  yet  in  a  great 
revival  which  began  in  the  fall  of  177^5  ^  particulai 
relation  of  experiences  of  an  inward  change  of  heart 
was  introduced,  which  produced  powerful  effefts 
upon  many.  Several  hundred  perfons  were  added 
to  the  Baptift  churches  in  Swanfea'  and  Rehoboth 
within  two  years  after.  The  work  was  ftill  greater 
in  and  after  1780,  and  fmging  in  public  worihip  was 
foon  after  introduced  into  the  fecond  church  in  Swan- 
fea.  But  as  they  ftill  held  laying  on  of  hands  as  a 
term  of  communion,  a  number  drew  oft,  and  formed 
another  church,  and  ordained  Mr.  Michael  Eddy  as 
their  paftor,  in  Auguft,  1785  ;  though  it  is  fince 
jdiffolved,  and  he  removed  to  Newport  in  1790, 
where  he  is  ftill  ufefuL 

III.  Rehoboth  is  a  large  town,  extending  from 
Taunton  and  Dighton  to  Providence,  about  twelve 
miles ;  and  in  17913  there  were  4710  perfons  there¬ 
in,  and  ten  religious  focieties,  which  is  more  than 
we  have  in  any  other  town  of  their  numoers  in  thefe 
parts.  Cruel  oppreflion,  on  the  one  hand,  and  an 
abufe  of  liberty,  on  the  other,  have  been  the  caiile 
of  it.  Many  had  joined  with  the  Baptifts  in  Swanfea, 
from  time  to  time,  until  Mr.  John  Comer  came  and 

aftifted  in  forming  a  church  in  Rehoboth,  Some 

account 
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account  of  him  is  in  our  fecond  volume,  p.  66,  i  lo- 

rVi’.’r  an  excellent  preacher  o) 

,  an  eminent  inflrument  of  revivinc 

toe  nnal  and  pra£fical  religion  ,in  Newport,  for  fis 
years  before  he  removed  to  Rehoboth  in  Au<Tuft, 
1731,  and  a  Baptift  church  was  formed  there,  %n- 
uary  20,  i  732,  and  he  became  their  pallor,  and  ii 
mcreafed  to  95  members  in  lefs  than  two  years. 
And  m  that  time  he  went  and  laboured  in  Sutton, 
Leicefter,  Middleborough,  and  other  places.  But 

fh  f  powers  fo  much  in  this  noble  caufe, 

that  he  fell  into  a  confumption,  and  died  joyfully, 

•  May  23,  1734,  before  he  was  thirty  years  old.  His 
Ion  is  now  a  member  of  the  Baptift  church  in  War- 
ren,_and  he  lent  me  his  father’s  diary,  and  other 
writings,  which  have  been  very  ferviceable  in  our 
hiftory.  Nathaniel  Millard  was  ordained  the  next 
mimfterof  this  church,  June  24,  1736.  But  his 

j  were  corrupt,  and  he  was 

iimilled  in  1742,  after  which  he  went  off  with  an- 
other  woman  inftead  of  his  wife.  And  as  Mr.  Max- 
well  had  retraced  his  opinion  concerning  the  fab- 
bath,  this  church  called  him  to  be  their  pallor,  in 
Odlober,  1745.  But  in  about  three  years,  Congre- 
ptional  minillers,  who  had  opprefled  the  Baptifts, 
had  invited  him  to  preach  for  them,  and  he  yielded 
io  much  to  them  that  this  church  difmifled  him,  and 
he  pubhlhed  a  complaint  about  it  in  1 749.  He  oft- 
*n  preached  in  other  places,  and  was  efteemed  as  a 
pious  man,  and  lived  to  a  great  age,  but  never  had 
the  charge  of  any  other  church.  In  the  mean  time, 
a  fecond  Baptift  church  was  formed  in  the  fiortheaft 
part  of  R^oboth,  and  Mr.  Richard  Round  was  or- 
darned  their  pallor,  July  13,  1743;  and  in  nine 
years  it  mcreafed  to  forty  members.  He  was  one  of 
the  feals  of  Mr.  Comer’s  miniftry,  and  preached  the 
gofpel  faithfully,  until  his  health  failed,  and  he  re! 
moved  to  the  fouth  part  of  the  town,  for  the  benefit  , 
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of  the  fea  air.  And  about  that  time  a  divifion  took 
place  in  both  churches,  and  a  part  of  both  joined  to¬ 
gether  at  their  firft  place  of  worfliip,  and  elder 
Round  was  their  pallor  until  he  died,  May  i8,  1768, 
aged  62.  His  character  as  a  miniller  of  the  gofpel, 
and  as  a  pious  man,  was  very  good;  but  thofc 
churches  are  fince  dilfolved. 

IV.  Mr.  John  Hicks  was  born  in  Rehoboth,  May 
io,  1712,  and  became  a  member  of  the  firfl  Baptill 
church  there,  and  then  a  preacher  therein,  until 
they  gave  him  a  call  to  be  their  pafior  ;  but  he  did 
not  accept  it,  becaufe  many  of  the  church  appeared 
to  him  to  be  unfound  in  principle,  and  to  oppofe  the 
power  of  godlinefs.  But  after  much  labour,  a  new 
church  was  formed,  and  Mr.  Hicks  was  ordained 
their  pallor,  November  10,  1762  ;  and  in  the  glo- 
rious  year  1780,  they  had  106  members.  Mr.  Na¬ 
thaniel  Round,  brother  to  Richard,  was  a  member 
of  this  church,  and  called  to  preach  the  gofpel  there¬ 
in  ;  and  on  May  11,  1768,  he  was  ordained  as  a 
miniller  of  the  gofpel,  to  go  and  labour  in  Nova- 
Scotia,  with  a  people  who  went  from  thefe  parts. 
He  went  accordingly,  and  was  a  fuccefsful  labourer 
there  for  feveral  years,  and  then  he  removed  back, 
and  fettled  in  the  eall  part  of  Attleborough,  and 
preached  occafionally  round  the  country,  until  he 
died  at  home,  July  18,  1781,  in  the  64th  year  of  his 
age.  Another  church  was  raifed  out  of  the  other, 
in  the  following  manner.  A  powerful  work  began 
among  them  in  the  fall  of  1771,  and  elder  Hicks 
baptized  forty  perfons,  and  then  was  taken  fick  in 
the  winter,  and  Mr.  Wincheller  came  and  baptized 
twenty  more ;  and  fuch  power  appeared  to  attend 
his  minillry,  that  many  were  taken  with  the  opinion, 
that  baptifm  by  immerfion  ought  not  to  be  held  as  a 
term  of  communion  in  the  church.  A  council  was 
called  upon  It,  in  September,  1772,  and  they  who 
were  npt  convinced  by  them,  formed  another  church, 

and 
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and  ordained  Mr.  Jacob  Hicks  as  their  pallor,  Jan- 
uaiy  20,  1773.  He  is  the  eldeft  fon  of  their  ok] 
paftor,  and  was  born  January  1,  1740.  This  di- 
vifion  caufed  much  Unhappinefs  for  many  years  ;  but 
both  focieties  have  ufuaily  held  their  worfhip  to¬ 
gether  in  late  times, ^  and  they  now  meet  in  the  fame 
houfe  that  was  firft  built  for  Mr.  Comer's  church. 
Elder  John  Hicks  is  now  fo  old  and  infirm  as  not  to 
be  able  to  preach,  but  he  appears  ftill  ftedfaft  in  the 
laith  and  hope  of  the  gofpeL  His  fon  hath  none  in 
his  church  at  home  but  thofe  who  have  been 
buried  in  baptifm,  and  feems  to  have  almoft 
given  up  occafional  communion  with  others  ;  and  fa 
have  other  churches,  with  whom  he  is  connefted. 
l^r  as  they  communed  with  thofe  who  were  only 
Iprinkled  in  infancy,  becaufe  they  loved  them  as 
Chriftians,  and  not  becaufe  they  viewed  them  as 
baptized  perfons  according  to  the  written  word,  thev 
have  found  this  to  be  an  impediment  in  the  way  of 
enforcing  the  written  word  as  a  rule  in  other  cafes. 
And  to  receive  any  member,  to  the  grief  of  any  al- 
teady  in  the  church,  they  alfo  find  to  be  unwarran¬ 
table.  Another  fuch  church  was  fotmed  on  the 
north  borders  of  Rehoboth,  after  a  happy  revival  of 
Religion  there  Oftober  2,  1777  ;  and  Mr.  James 
Sheldon,  of  Providence,  was  ordained  their  paftor^ 
September  6,  1780.  And  he  purchafed  a  good  farm 
for  fixteen  hundred  dollars  ;  but  after  he  had  paid, 
a  thoufand  of  it,  he  was  preffed  upon  for  the  reft,  in 
the  trying  year  1786,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  compel 
him  to  fell  it  again,  with  the  lofs  of  about  feven 
hundred  dollars.  And  there  was  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  a  hope  of  his  removal  from  that  people,  and  of 
breaking  up  of  that  meeting,  caufed  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  party  to  prefs  harder  in  this  cafe,  than  they 
otherwife  would  have  done.  But  be  that  as  it  may, 
elder  Sheldon  removed  his  family  back  to  where  he 
had  formerly  lived,  though  he  often  came  and  minik 
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tered  to  this  people  for  feveral  years,  and  then  he 
obtained  a  difmillion,  and  removed  into  the  State  of 
New-York  in  i793-  This  church  have  obtained 
occafional  fupplies  fince,  from  time  to  time,  until 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Irons  was  ordained  their  paftor,  Sep¬ 
tember  24,  1795.  He  was  born  in  Gloucefter, 
above  Providence,  Oftober  14,  i7^5* 
part  of  Rehoboth,  a  Baptift  church  was  formed, 
January  17,  1780,  in  which  were  a  number  of  very 
refpeftable  members  ;  but  as  they  never  obtained  a 
paftor,  they  now  often  go  to  other  meetings.  1  wo 
Baptift  churches  have  alfo  been  formed  in  Rehoboth, 
who  refufed  to  commune  with  any  baptized  perfons, 
but  thofe  who  had  laying-on  of  hands  and  prayer 
after  baptifm.  They  likewife  excluded  finging  in 
their  public  worftiip,  as  moft  of  the  old  Baptifts  in 
New-England  did,  before  our  great  reformation.  ^  In 
order  to  form  the  firft  of  thefe  churches,  above  thirty 
perfons  were  difmiffed  from  the  fecond  church  in 
Swanfea,  and  formed  a  church  in  Rehoboth,  and 
ordained  Mr.  Daniel  Martin  as  their  paftor,  Februa¬ 


ry  8,  1753 ;  and  Mr.  Nathan  Peirce  was  foon  or¬ 
dained  a  colleague  with  him.  Mr.  Martin  publifhed 
a  difcourfe  in  1 770,  againft  particular  election,  and 
efficacious  grace  in  converfion.  But  an  anlwer  to 
him  was  publifhed  the  next  year,  which  w'as  con¬ 
vincing  to  many  minds.  Elder  Martin  died  in  an 
advanced  age,  November  17,  1781,  and  elder  Peirce 
died  in  1794.  Elder  Thomas  Seamans  had  been  a  col¬ 
league  with  him  for  a  number  of  years,  and  he  ftill 
minifters  to  that  people,  but  their  number  is  fmall. 
Another  church  fprang  from  them,  in  the  northeaft  ■ 
corner  of  Rehoboth,  and  was  formed  on  April  4, 
and  two  elders  were  ordained  therein  vA.pril  20, 
1789,  viz.  the  elders  Aaron  Wheeler  and  Sylvefter 
Round.  The  dodtrines  of  grace,  and  the  power  of 
godlinefs,  have  lately  gained  ground  among  them. 

V.  Mr. 
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V.  Mr.  Elhanau  Winchefter  was  born  in  Brook- 
lyiie,  near  Bolbn,  September  19,  1751,  and  was 
very  IJudious  from  a  child  ;  and  he  obtained  a  con- 
liderable  meaftire  of  human  learning,  before  he  made 
a  protellion  of  religion,  was  baptized,  and  began  to 
preach  with  much  zeal.  And  his  preaching  in  Re- 
0  0th  caufed  a  feparation  in  Mr.  Peck’s  church, 
and  another  church  was  formed,  and  he  was  ordain¬ 
ed  their  pador,  .September  4,  177 1,  before  he  was 
tvyenty  years  old.  And  though  he  was  baptized 
tnmldf,  yet  he  was  exceeding  zealous  for  the  com¬ 
munion  of  all  Chriftians  together,  let  them  be  fprink- 
ed  in  infancy  or  baptized  by  immerfion  ;  and  as  his 
preaching  appeared  to  be  very  powerful  and  fuccefs- 
rul,  It  caufed  a  divifion  in  elder  Hicks’s  church  be¬ 
fore  mentioned.  But  foon  after  Mr.  Winchefter 
was  ordained,  a  Baptift  minifter  pointed  out  to  him 
the  inconfiftency  of  his  condudl  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that,  ^after  eight  months’  confideration,  he  declared 
to  his  church,  that  he  could  no  more  adminifter  the 
ordinance  of  the  fupper  to  any  who  were  only  fprink- 
led  in  infancy,  though  he  was  ftill  wiUing  to  dif- 
charge  all  the  duties  of  his  office  to  them  that  he 
could  do  with  a  good  confcience.  But  upon  this 
the  majority  of  his  church  refufed  to  let  him  preach 
another  fermon  among  them  ;  and  they  foon  after 
cenlured  him  for  not  fulfilling  his  firft  covenant  with 
them.  Yet  they  called  their 'way  large  communion, 
and  the  Baptift  way  clofe  communion.  This  church 
ordained  Mr.  Jonathan-  Chaffee  as  their  paftor,  in 

their  church  has  decreafed  until  it 
is  now  nearly  diflblved.  Mr.  Winchefter  called  a 
council  of  Baptift  churches  in  December,  1772,  who 
advifed  him  to  confefs  his  imprudent  conduct  to  that 
church,  and  then  to  offer  himfelf  as  a  member  to 
fome  Baptift:  church.  He  did  fo,  and  was  received 
into  the  church  in  Bellingham ;  after  which  he 
travelled  and  laboured  abundantly,  through  all  the 

country, 
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'  ,  country,  as  far  as  South-Carolina.  But  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  1781  he  was  rejected  by  the  Baptift  church 
in  Philadelphia,  becaufe  the  fathers  of  it  difcovered 
that  he  had  fallen  into  the  doflrine  of  univerfal  fal- 
vation.  He  had  preached  there  but  a  few  months, 
but  in  that  time  he  had  admitted  many  members,  by 
which  means  his  party  became  the  majority  ;  there¬ 
fore  they  fued  for  the  meeting-houfe,  and  the  houfe 
for  the  miniftry,  with  other  property  which  belong¬ 
ed  to  that  church.  Though  after  much  coft  in 
courts,Tor  feveral  years,  they  were  defeated,  and  the 
property  fecured  to  the  original  church.  After  this, 
he  came  and  fpent  a  year  in  New-England,  without 
vifiting  many  of  his  old  friends,  and  then  returned 
to  Philadelphia,  from  whence  he  failed  for  England, 
in  July,  1787.  In  London  he  publiflied  a  book,  iri 
which  he  faid,  I  have,  at  the  expenfe  of  character 
and  popularity  vjith  the  religious  thQ  haz¬ 

ard  of  temporal  inter eji  and  emolument,  and  refufmg 
no  other  facrifice,  in  what  I  apprehended  to  be  the 
caufe  of  God  and  truth,  come  forth  as  a  writing 
witnefs  on  this  fubjeft  ;  and  a  defender  of  the  faith 
which  once  I  deftroyed.’^*  Though  it  is  well  known, 
that  he  concealed  his  opinion  upon  that  fubjefl:  as 
long  as  he  could,  and  that  he  grafped  at  the  tempo¬ 
ral  property  of  faid  church  as  long  as  he  could  hope 
for  it.  And  what  is  the  faith  which  he  would  now 
defend  ?  V^hy  he  fays,  Punijhment ^without  having 
the  reformation  and  fubjeftion  of  rebels  for  its  end, 
is  unworthy  of  the  Being  wc  adore.’^  Again  he  fays. 

Since  goodnefs  is  the  perfection  of  God,  and  evil 
the  imperfection  of  the  creature,  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  that  as  good  exifted  before  evil,  fo  it  fhall 
exift  to  all  eternity,  when  evil  fhall  be  no  more.^'t 
But  how  can  any  man  believe,  that  the  punifhment 
which  God  has  inflicted  upon  the  fallen  angels,  for 

L  near 

♦  Preface  to  Winchefter’s  Dialogue*,  I78S,  p.  6,  7.  , 

t  Dialogues,  p.  23,  32,  33. 


154.  A  CHURCH  HISTQRY  [Chap.  VIL 

near  fix  thoufand  years,  is  defigned  for  their  final 
falvation?  Yea,  or  that  the  deftrudlion  of  unbeliev. 
ers  in  the  wildernefs,  or  of  the  Sodomites  by  fire 
from  heaven,  was  defigned  for  their  endlefs  happi- 
nefs  ?  How  can  any  government  or  dominion  be 
fupported  upon  thefe  principles  ?  And  as  God  was 
infinitely  good,  before  he  created  angels  or  men, 
how  do  we  know  that  he  will  not  reduce  them  all 
back  again  to  nothing  ?  For  he  created  all  things 
good,  and  the'  ferpent  perfuaded  our  firft  mother, 
that  death  and  juin  could  not  come  from  eating  the> 
forbidden  fruit.  And  one  apoftle  fays  to  Chriftians, 
I  fear  left  by  any  means,  as  the  ferpent  beguiled  Eve 
through  his  fubtilty,  fo  your  minds  fhould  be  cor¬ 
rupted  from  the  fimplicity  that  is  in  Chrift.  2,  Cor. 
xi.  3.  And  another  fays,  I  will,  therefore  put  you  in 
remembrance,  though  ye  once  knew  this,  how  that 
the  Lord  having  faved  the  people  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt,  afterwards  deftroyed  them  that  believed  not. 
And  the  angels  which  kept  not  their  firft  eftate,  but 
left  their  own  habitation,  he  hath,  referved  in  ever- 
lafting  chains  under  darknefs,  unto  the  judgment  of 
the  great  day.  Even  as  Sodom  and  Gomorrha,  and 
the  cities  about  them  in  like  manner  giving  them- 
felves  over  to  fornication,  and  going  after  ftrange 
flefli,  are  fet  forth  for  an  example,  fuffering  the  ven¬ 
geance  of  eternal  fire..  Likewife  alfo  thefe  filthy 
dreamers  defile  the  flefli*,  defpife  dominion,  and  fpeak 
evil  of  dignities..  Jude  5. — 8.  Here  our  times  are 
cxaftly  deferibed  by  God-,  who  faw  them  perfedly 
feventeen  hundred  years  ago.  Yet  Winchefter  h-as 
followed  others  in  denying  that- the  words  everlaft- 
ing  and  eternal,  when  applied  to  futuremiifery,  mean, 
without  end.  And'  he  fays,  The  foundation  of: 
endlefs  mifery,  came  from-  the  Pagan-  theology.*^ 
Though  in  the  fame  book  he  fays,  ^^*The  great  num¬ 
ber  of  Heathens,  that  die  without -ever  being  favour¬ 
ed  with  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  and  certainly-  with- 
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out  ever  hearing  of  endlefs  mifery,  convinces  me^ 
more  than  any  logical  arguments,  that  God 
has  many  ways  of  inflrufting  and  reclaiming  his 
creatures,  in  another  ftate,  that  we  are  at  prefent  un¬ 
acquainted  with/’*  And  he  has  publifhed  this  glar¬ 
ing  contradiction  now  in  Bofton,  feven  years  after 
he  firlt  publifhed  it  in  London.  So  God  fays,  Their 
folly  fhall  be  manifeft  unto  all  men.  2  Tim.  hi.  9. 
Mr.  Winchefler  returned  to  America,  and  landed  at 
Bofton  in  July,  1794,  and  is  fpreading  his  opinions 
in  this  country,  which  makes  it  needful  to  hold  up 
light  againft  them. 

VI.  And  the  fame  may  be  laid  concerning  minif- 
terial  tyranny.  An  inftance  of  it  was  before  given, 
in  the  felling  of  their  minifterial  lands  in  Rehoboth, 
and  obtaining  an  a6t  to  incorporate  the  committees 
who  fhould  be  annually  chofen  in  each  parilh,  to 
manage  their  funds  of  money,  fo  that  the  intereft 
thereof  might'fupport  their  minifters.  The  Congre¬ 
gational  name  was  not  in  the  originai  grant  of  thofe 
lands,  though  the  produce  of  them  is  now  claimed 
under  that  name.  '  And  fmce  the  foregoing  account 
was  written,  a  Narrative  has  been  publifhed,  By 
James  Ellis,  A.  M.  attorney  at  law.”  He  is  a  fon  of 
the  minifter  before  named  ;  and  his  narrative  con¬ 
firms  what  I  had  before  written,  if  it  is  carefully  ex¬ 
amined.  He  fays,  The  inhabitants  of  the  precinfl:, 
at  a  lawful  meeting,  called  for  that  purpofe,  unani- 
moufly  concurred  with  the  church  in  the  choice  of 
Mr.  Ellis.”  This  was  on  November  10,  1784,  p. 
1 1.  But  he  did  not  accept  of  that  call,  and  wanted 
more  money.  Therefore  at  another  meeting,  De¬ 
cember  27,  1784,  they  offered  him  an  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  and  then  he  accepted  their  call; 
though  this  fum  was  voted  by  but  little  more  than 
twenty  men,  and  near  three  hundred  men  were  tax¬ 
ed  to  pay  it.  Our  author  fays,  “  Every  perfon  with- 

L  2  in; 
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in  the  precinft  was  taxed,  and  the  colleclor  ordered 
to  gather  the  monies,  without  favour  or  partiality, 
or  the  leaft  diferimination/’  P.  63.  Yet  fome  of 
them^ belonged  to  Mr.  Snow’s  church,  fome  to  Mr. 
Peck’s,  and  many  to  Baptifl  churches  ;  and  a  large , 
majority  never  had  any  concern  with  Mr.  Ellis  a^ 
their  minifter.  Yet  his  fon  fays  of  the  party  who 
chofe  his  father,  T.  hough  they  begun  a  good  work, 
yet  being  deftitute  of  the  grace  of  perfeverance,  they 
failed  in  its  final  completion,  and  brought  difficulties 
to  themfelves  and  all  concerned.”  P.  16.  But  caa 
any  man  believe,  that  it  was  a  good  work,  for  the 
minority  to  effay  to  force  the  majority  to  fupport  a 
minifter  whom  they  never  chofe  ;  or  that  grace  was 
ever  given  to  enable  any  to  perfevere  in  fuch  a  way  ? 
As  thefe  people  found  that  they  could  not  do  it,  and 
called  back  the  bills  from  the  colledors  in  the 
fpring  of  1790,  Mr.  Ellis  fued  the  whole  precindfor 
his  falary  in  the  fall  after,  but  the  aftion  was  c®n- 
tinued  to  March.  And  as  the  leaders  of  the  precinft 
were  not  willing  always  to  lie  under  this  yoke,  they 
called  a  meeting,  February  7,  1791,  when  it  was^ 
voted,  That  the  precinfl:  do  not  agree  that  the 
Rev.  John  Ellis  fhall  officiate  as  minifter  in  faid  pre- 
cinft  at  the  expenfe  of  faid  precinft.”  And  his  fon 
fays,  Thus  they  flattered  themfelves  they'  had  dif- 
charged  their  minifter,  and'boafted  much  of  their 
novel  and  fhort  method  of  difmiffion.”  P.  23. 
Though  the  whole  community  of  the  Maflachufetts 
had  difmifled  their  governor  near  four  years  before, 
and  all  America  have  ftill  the  right  to  leave  their 
higheft  rulers  out  of  office  at  appointed  times.  But 
God  fays  of  myftery  Babylon,  The  woman  which 
thou  faweft,  is  the  great  city  which  reigneth  over 
the  kings  of  the  earth.  Rev.  xvii.  5,  18.  And  how 
evident  is  it,  that  the  minifters  who  are  fupported 
by  law  in  our  country  belong  to  that  great  city  ? 
For  the  moft  of  them  were  very  active  in  procuring 

the 
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the  revolt  of  America  from  the  government  of 
Great-Britain,  while  they  have  never  allowed  the 
people  here  the  fame  liberty  concerning  their  relig¬ 
ious  teachers,  as  they  have  concerning  their  gover¬ 
nors  and  legillators.  And  how  can  our  legillature 
give  minifters  a  power  that  they  never  had  thern- 
felves  ?  Can  men  be  any  longer  blinded  about  thefc 
alfairs  ?  If  Mr.  Ellis  would  have  given  up  his  claim 
upon  that  precind  for  the  future,  his  paft  falary 
would  have  been  paid,  and  all  the  trouble  of  Hiut- 
ting  him  out  of  their  meeting-houfe,  and  the  expenfe 
of  courts  upon  thefe  matters,  would  have  been  pre¬ 
vented.  But  in  Odober,  1794,  their  fund  of  money, 
as  well  as  a  falary  for  leven  years,  was  given  to 
Ellis  s  party  by  our  fupreme  judicial  court,  with  vaft 
cofts  of  courts  againft  his  opponents.  His  fon  fays, 

A  very  full  and  candid  hearing  _(jcontinuing  for 
two  days  and  a  half)  was  given  both  by  judges  and 
jurors.  All  records,  from  the  lini;  fettling  of  the 
town  of  Rehoboth,  were  brought  into  view,  the  fads 
fully  ftated,  and  the  law  candidly  confidered.”  P, 

49.  And  he  fays,  “  Refpeding  the  fund,  it  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  records,  that  in  the  year,  of  our  Lord, 
1640,  the  old  colony  of  Plymouth  granted  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Rehoboth  certain  lands  for  the  purpofe  of  fup  - 
porting  public  teachers  of  the  gofpel.”  P.55.  Very 
true  ’,  and  for  feventeen  years  after,  all  the  arts  of 
minifters,  and  of  other  colonies,  could  not  bring  Plym¬ 
outh  legillature  to  interfere  with  the  law  of  Chrift, 
who  fays.  They  which  preach  the  gofpel,  Ihould  live  ~ 
of  the  gofpel.  i  Cor.  ix.  14.  But  in  1658,  gov¬ 
ernor  Bradford,  and  other  fathers  of  the  colony  be- 
ing  dead,  their  children  yielded  to  the  other  colo¬ 
nies,  in  introducing  the  ufe  of  the  fword  to  fupport 
religious  minifters.  And  four  Qiiakers  were  hanged 
diredly  after  at  Bofton,  whofe  blood,  hath  brought  a 
lafting  reproach  upon  New-England.  Though  it 
hath  been  ignorance  or  wickednefs,  in  all  men  who 

have 
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have  not  exempted  Plymouth  colony  from  that  re¬ 
proach.  And  how  could  lands  which  were  given  to 
fupport  preachers  of  the  gofpel,  be  taken  ^way 
to  fupport  men  who  will  not  truft  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  and  his  influence  for  their  temporal  living  ? 
For  though  Abraham  was  an  eininent  fervant  of 
Gpd,  yet  his  children  were  a  generation  of  vipers 
when  Chrift  came  in  the  flefh.  Mat.  iii.  7.  And 
God  fays  of  fuch.  They  hatch  cockatrice  eggs,  and 
weave  the  fpider’s  web  :  he  that  eateth  of  their  eggs 
dieth,  and  that  which  is  crufhed  breaketh  out  into  a 
viper.  Ifaiah  lix.  And  how  is  this  word  now 
verified  in  this  and  other  countries  ?  For  juftice  can 
often  be  had  in  civil  caufes,  while  it  is  denied  in  re¬ 
ligious  affairs.  In  the  year  1760,  they  fold  674  acres 
of  minifterial  land  in  Rehoboth  for  more  than  four 
thoufand  dollars  ;  but  half  of  that  money,  which 
belonged  to  the  firft  parifli,  with  feven  hundred 
pounds  more  for  Ellis’s  falary,  with  great  cofts  of 
court,  have  been  taken  from  the  majority  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  and  given  to  a  fmall  party  therein.  And 
becaufe  two  men  placed  themfelves  upon  the  ftairs 
of  the  pulpit,  to  prevent  Mr.  Ellis  from  crouding 
into  it,  on  the  day  when  the  firft  Baptift  minifter 
preached  therein,  his  fon  fays,  They  were  adjudged 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  peace,  and  fentenced  to 
pay  cofts  of  profecution,  amounting  to  ninety-five 
pounds,  fifteen  (hillings  and  eleven  pence ;  a  high 
price  for  a  feat  upon  the  ftairs  in  a  decayed  meet- 
ing-houfe.”  P.  32.  Yes ;  and  if  a  Baptift  juftice  of 
the  peace  had  not  bound  Mr,  Ellis  to  his  good  be¬ 
haviour  until  the  next  March,  we  have  no  reafon  to 
think  that  Baptift  minifters-  could' peaceably  have 
preached  in  faid  houfe  all  that  time.  And  his  fon 
now  fays  of  them,  This  condufl  has  unwillingly 
obliged  many,  even  of  the  charitable,  to  fear  that 
they  were  not  men  of  piety,  or  common  honefty.” 

P.  68. 
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P.  68.  Which  gives  a  plain  view  of  what  many  call 

piety  and  charity  in  our  days. 

VII.  But  the  people  who  invited  Baptifl  ininil- 
ters  to  preach  there,  loon  obferved  that  they  preach¬ 
ed  another  kind  of  doftrine,  as  well  as  in  another 
manner,  than  their  former  minilters  did  ;  and  a  vil- 
ible  change  w^as  wrought  in  many  thereby^  and  the 
Baptifts  who  ufed  to  go  tb  other  meetings,  gathered 
to  this.  Alfo  fince  Mr.  Peck’s  death,  his  church  ig 
diffolved,  and  many  of  his  fociety  have  come  here. 
A  number  of  fouls  were  hopefully  converted^  and 
old  believers  were  quickened^  and  they  fent  for  min- 
illers  to  baptize  them  at  fundry  times,  until  thefe^, 
with  foine  who  were  members  of  Baptift  churches 
before,  having  called  in  advice*,  formed  a  Baptift 
church  there,  November  17^  i794*  And  Mr.  John 
Peirce  Jones,  of  Providence,  having  preached  to 
them  through  the  winter,  was  ordained  their  pallor, 
March'  18,  1795*  They  have  fiiice Built  themfelves 
a  convenient  meeting-houfe^  in  fight  of  that  which 
was  taken  %om  them,  at  the  diftance  of  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Their  worlliip  therein  is  to  be 
governed  by  the  church,  and  harmony  appears 
among  them.  And  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  towns  of  Rehoboth,  Taunton,  and  fome  other 
towns,  are  now  exempted  from  the  taxing  power  of 
the  Congregational  denomination.  And  it  is  hopfed 
that  this  freedom  will  prevail  through  the  country, 
fo  that  all  men  who  are  willing  to  obey  the  laws 
of  Chrift  may  no  longer  be  oppreffed  by  any  who 
do  not  love  him  above  all  the  things  of  time. 

VIII.  The  Baptift  church  of  Taunton  was  firft 
gathered  in  Norton.  Mr.  William  Carpenter  was 
ordained  the  pallor  of  a  feparate  church  there,  Sep¬ 
tember  7,  1748.  He  was  born  in  Rehoboth  in  1710, 
and  his  labours  in  this  church  were  fuccefsful,  until 
he  and  the  majority  of  the  church  became  Baptills, 
and  he  was  inftalled  in  that  order,  April  1,  1761. 

Some 
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Some  of  the  members  of  that  church,  efpecially  they 
who  lived, in  Eafton,  had  run  into  the  moft  delufive 
notions  that  could  be  conceived  of ;  even  fo  as  to 
lorfake  their  lawful  wives  and  hufbands,  and  to 
take  others  ;  and  they  got  fo  far  as  to  declare  them- 
felves  to  be  perfed:  and  immortal,  or  that  the  refur- 
redion  was  pait  already,  as  fome  did  in  the  apoftolic 
age.  2  Tim.  ii.  18.*  But  elder  Carpenter,  and  a 
majority  of  the  church,  rejeded  thofe  abominations, 
and  he  continued  faithful  unto  his  death,  which 
happened  Augufl:  23,  1768.  The  mofl  of  his  church 
then  lived  in  the  eaft  part  of  Norton,  towards  Taun¬ 
ton,  where  a  Baptifl  meeting  had  been  long  kept. 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Balfet  lived  there  who  was  a  member  of 
elder  Round’s  church  in  Rehoboth,  and  obtained  lib¬ 
erty  from  thence  to  hold  worfhip  on  the  Lord’s-days 
at  his  houfe,  as  early  as  1744  ?  and  he  improved  his 
gifts  there,  and  their  fociety  increafed,  until  they 
built  a  good  meeting-houfe,  upon  the  great  road  from 
launton  to  Bollon,  in  1767,  and  in  April,  1769,  the 
Baptifl  church  of  Norton  united  with  the  fociety  in 
Taunton,  and  have  held  their  worfhip  in  that  houfe 
ever  fince.  Their  fecond  paftor  was  William  Nelfon, 
A.  M.  who  was  born  in  Middleborough,  July  18, 
17415  baptized  in  June,  1761,  educated  in  Rhode- 
Illand  college,  and  ordained  the  paflcr  of  this  church, 
November  12,  1772.  And  a  great  harveft  of  fouls 
was  granted  among  that  people  in  1780,  which  in¬ 
creafed  their  church  to  near  eighty  members.  But 
as  Mr.  Nelfon  was  not  of  a  ftrong  conflitution,  a 
fudden  cold,  after  preaching  at  a  funeral,  fcized  his 
lungs  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  was  not  able  to 
preach  for  fome  years  \  and  he  removed  down  to 
the  fea  in  Dartmouth  in  1786,  where  he  hath  recov¬ 
ered  his  flrength  fo  far  as  to  be  able  to  preach  occa- 
fionally.  His  brother  Ebenezer  Nelfon  was  ordain¬ 
ed  a  colleague  with  him,  November  10,  1790. 

IX'  A 

*  Shadrach  Ireland,  hereafter  mentioned,  was  connected  with  them. 
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IX.  A  feparate  church  was  formed  In  Attle^ 
borough,  and  Mr.  Nathaniel  Shepard  was  ordained 
their  pallor,  January  20,  1748  ;  and  he  was  well 
efteemed  until  his  death,  April  4,  1752.  Afterwards 
the  Baptifl  principles  gradually  prevailed  among 
them,  until  they  conftituted  a  Baptifl  church  there 
in  1769,  and  Mr.  Job  Seamans  was  ordained 
their  pallor,  December  15,  1773*  He  was  born  in 
Swanlea,  May  13,  1748,  and  went  to  Nova-Scotia 
with  elder  Nathan  Mafon  in  1763,  and  was  con¬ 
verted  and  began  to  preach  there.  But  upon  a  vifit 
to  his  native  place,  he  went  and  preached  in  Attle¬ 
borough,  which  was  fo  agreeable  to  this  church,  that 
they  prevailed  with  him  to  remove  and  become  their 
paflor  ;  and  a  great  bleffing  was  granted  on  his  la¬ 
bours  in  the  winter  before  the  American  war  ;  and 
a  greater  in  the  glorious  year  1780,  which  increafed 
his  church  to  8 1  members.  Mr.  Seamans  was  alfo 
very  fuccefsful  in  labouring  in  many  other  places. 
But  his  people  grew  very  flack  about  his  fupport, 
and  the  infurreflion  in  1786  produced  unhappy  ef¬ 
fects  in  his  fociety,  fo  that  he  alked  a  difmiflion  from 
them,  which  the  church  granted  in  November, 
1787,  though  with  reluftance ;  and  he  removed 
the  next  fummer  and  fettled  at  New-London  in 
New-Hampfliire,  where  (in  its  place)  we  fliall 
have  a  good  account  of  him.  This  church  in  At¬ 
tleborough  fought  for  other  helps,  and  Mr.  Abner 
Lewis  removed  there  in  1789,  and  miniflered  to  them 
until  1794,  when  he  removed  back  to  Freetown,  and 
though  they  have  had  other  preachers  fince,  yet  they 
have  no  fettled  paflor.  Their  meeting-houfe  is  upon 
the  great  road  to  Providence,  32  miles  from  Boflon. 
Six  miles  fouth  of  them  is  the  fecond  Baptifl  church 
in  Attleborough.  A  feparate  church  was  formed 
there,  and  Mr.  Elihu  Daggett  was  ordained  their 
pallor,  July  3,  1765.  He  was  born  in  that  town, 
Augufl  6,  1710  ;  and  he  was  beloved  by  his  people, 

until 
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until  he  was  taken  away  by  death,  Au?uft  20,  1760. 
He  was  baptized,  and  fo  were  a  number  of  his 
c  inch,  which  increafed  to  43  members ;  but  a  part 
Oi  them  were  only  fprinkled  in  infancy.  Mr.  Elilha 
Carpenter  was  ordained  their  pallor,  June  17,  1778. 
He  was  alfo  born  in  Attleborough,  Aiigult  17,  174c* 
and  was  a  Baptift  before  the  church  came  into  the 

aptnt  order  in  1781,  in  which  they  now  appear  to 

X.  The  town  of  Dighton  lies  north  from  Swan- 
ea,  and  eall  from  Rehoboth,  and  a  powerful  work 
began  in  thofe  towns  in  the  fall  of  1771,  and  a  large 
number  were  baptized  there  foon  after.  Mr.  Enoch 
Gofi  was  one  of  them,  who  was  born  in  Dighton, 
November  3,  1740,  converted  in  1765,  baptized 
in  1771,  and  began  to  preach  the  next  furamef. 
And  as  his  preaching  was  powerful  Upon  many,  a 
Baptift  church  was  formed  in  the  weft  part  of  Digh¬ 
ton,  and  he  was  ordained  their  pallor,  December  2, 
1772‘  And  though  his  advantages  as  to  human 
learning  were  not  great,  yet  fpiritual  teaching  hath 
made  him  a  very  ufeful  and  acceptable  minifter,  at 
home  and  abroad  ;  and  his  church  and  congregation 
are  become  very  large.  Mr.  David  Seamans  was 
raffed  up  in  this  church,  and  was  ordained  a  colleague 
with  Mr.  Golf,  January  4,  1781,  w’ho  was  a  ufeful 
minifter  at  Freetown  afterwards.  Mr.  Ifaac  Cafe  w'as 
alfo  raifed  up  in  this  church,  and  laboured  to  good 
purpofe  in  various  parts  of  the  land,  until  he  went 
into  the  diftridt  of  Maine,  where  we  ftiall  hear  more 
©f  him  hereafter. 

XI.  Freetown,  which  is  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
river,  againft  Dighton'and  Swanfea,  was  fo  abufively 
treated  by  a  Prefbyterian  minifter  above  feventy  years 

^  number 'of  the  people  turned  to  the 
(fakers,  and  many  others  difregarded  any  religious 
worlhip  for  a  long  time  after.  But  it  pleafed°God 
to  pour  out  his  Spirit  upon  the  eaft  part  of  the  town 

in 
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jn  1773,  when  many  were  hopefully  converted,  and 
joined  to  the  fecond  Baptift  church  in  Middlebor- 
ough.  The  next  year  they  obtained  preaching  among 
themfelves,  and  they  built  them  a  houfe  for  worflup, 
and  formed  a  church  there,  September  13,  1775, 
being  regularly  difmiffed  from  the  church  they  had 
joined  to  in  Middleborough,  and  Mr.  Abner  Lewis 
was  ordained  their  paftor,  June  ie6,  1776.  He  was 
born  in  Middleborough,  March  16,  1745?  to 

the  firft  Baptift  church  there  in  1765,  began  to 
pi'each  in  1770,  and  had  preached  in  Freetown  two 
years  before  he  was  ordained  ;  and  fuch  a  blefling 
was  granted  among  them  afterwards  as  increafed 
their  church  to  128  members  in  1780.  But  the 
public  difficulties  in  the  country,  with  the  unhappy 
temper  of  fomeof  the  members  of  the  church,  caufed 
Mr.  Lewis  to  alk  a  difmiflion  from  them,  which 
he  obtained  in  Auguft,  1784  ;  and  he  hath  travelled 
and  laboured  in  various  places  fince,  and  hath  iup- 
plied  the  church  in  Harwich  for  more  than  a  year 
paft.  The  behaviour  of  fome  in  this  church  hath 
caufed  a  number  to  afk  and  receive  difmiflions  from 
it  to  other  churches,  while  fome  have  died,  and 
others  removed  away,  until  they  are  become  very 
finall.  The  weft  part  of  Freetown  enjoyed  but  little 
of  the  bleflings  which  w^ere  granted  round  them, 
until  the  glorious  year  1780,  when  a  happy  revival 
took  place  there,  and  a  Baptift  church  was  formed 
in  1781,  and  Mr.  David  Seamans  Hvas  inftalled  their 
paftor,  Auguft  13,  1783.  He  was  a  good  preacher, 
and  an  exemplary  walker,  until  he  w’as  drowned, 
by  falling  out  of  a  canoe  in  the  night,  June  7, 
1786,  as  he  was  returning  from  vifiting  one  of  the 
fick  of  his  flock.  After  this  mournful  providence, 
they  obtained  occafional  fupplies,  from  time  to  time, 
until  Mr.  Philip  Hathway  w^as  inftalled  their  paftor, 
June  13,  1792.  He  had  been  ordained  in  Middle- 
borough,  September  30,  1790.  They  have  built  a 

good 
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good  houfe  for  public  worlhip  fmce  he  was  fettled,, 

and  t  hings  appear  to  be  encouraging  among  them" 

Ail.  New-Bedford  was  once  the  call  part  ol 
aitmouth,  and  a  Baptift  church  was  formed  there, 

t  r  ’  ^^74?  Mr.  Zaccheus  Tobey  preached 

o  them  lor  many  years,  until  he  was  ordained  there 

1?.  \IV\  minifter  in  Dartmouth  was  a 

^  V  4^  Quakers  have  been  a  great  majority 
n  the  town  for  many  years,  until  they  cenfured  and 
excluded  one  of  their  chief  minifters,  in  1778,  for 
appearing  openly  in  favour  of  the  Americans,  while 
at  war  with  Great-Britain.  This  caufed  a  divifion 
in  their  fociety,  and  gave  their  children  liberty  to  go 
to  hear  the  preaching  of  other  minifters,  which  was 
cienied  them  before,  notwithftandinp;  their  great 
name  for  liberty  of  confcience.  Baptift  minifters 
Irom  Rehoboth  and  Swanfea  frequently  preached 
m  liverton  and  Dartmouth,  and  fuch  a  bleffing  was 
granted  upon  their  labours  in  1780,  that  many  went 
and  joined  to  thofe  churches,  until  a  Baptift  church 
was  formed  in  Dartmouth,  June  2,  1781,  and  Mr. 

4^  **  inftalled  their  paftor,  the  loth 
ot  October  following.  He  is  a  fon  of  elder  John 
iiicks,  ot  Rehoboth,  where  he  was  born  November 
305  17555  uud  was  ordained  there  July  12,  1780. 
Another  revival  was  granted  in  Dartmouth  in  1784, 
which  added  thirty  members  to  this  church  by  the; 
clole  of  the  next  year.  In  1 787  a  great  blefting  was 
given  upon  the  north  part  of  New-Bedford,  and  a 
meeting  was  fet  up'  there,  and  many  were  baptized 
among  them,  who  chofe  to  join  as  a  branch  of  Dart¬ 
mouth  church.  Mr.  Tucker  Tabor  was  raifed  up  to 
pi  each  there,  who,  with  a  number  of  his  brethren,  af¬ 
terwards  removed  into  the  State  of  New- York,  though 
others  have  continued  this  meeting  ever  fince. 
revival  of  religion  in  Dartmouth  in  1788,  caufed  the 
addition  of  about  forty  members  to  the  original 
church.  A  cold  and  trying  time  followed  for  feveral 


years. 


1795-]  OF  NEW-E'N GLAND.  165 

years,  but  a  frefli  revival  began  in  January,  1794? 
which  fpread  in  Dartmouth,  Freetown,  New-Bed- 
ford  and  Rochefter  ;  and  Mr.  John  Lawrance  was 
ordained  a  colleague  with  elder  Hicks,  the  23d  of 
October  following.  He  was  born  in  Freetown, 
Augufl;  30,  1761,  and  he  preaches  chiefly  in  the  eafl: 
part  of  that  town.  A  Baptifl:  meeting-houfe  was 
built  in  the  weft  part  of  Rochefter  in  1793,  and  fuch 
a  blelTing  was  now  granted  there,  that  about  forty 
perfons  were  baptized,  who  alfo  joined  as  a  branch 
of  Dartmouth  church  ;  and  their  addition  in  this  re¬ 
vival  in  all  their  branches  was  an  hundred  and 
.fifty  members. 

XIII.  The  Baptift  church  in  Raynham  fprang 
from  the  great  revival  of  religion  which  began  in 
thefe  parts  in  1779,  and  it  was  formed  in  the  year 
1780,  and  increafed  to  above  fifty  members  the  next 
year.  But  fome  of  them  were  drawn  away  with  cor¬ 
rupt  principles,  and  others  removed  into  diftant  parts 
of  the  country,  fo  that  their  number  is  now  fmall, 
though  thefe  few  appear  to  be  ftedfaft  in  the  faith. 

XIV.  The  firft  Baptift  church  in  the  county  of 
Barnftable  is  in  Harwich.  The  minifters  of  that 
county  generally  oppofed  the  great  work  which  was 
in  our  land,  in  and  after  1741  ;  but  Mr.  Eliflia 
Paine,  who  was  born  in  Eaftham,  went  and  preached 
there,  and  alfo  at  Harwich,  in  1744,  with  great  fuc- 
cefs.  A  feparation  from  the  oppofing  minifters  was 
the  confequence ;  and  Mr.  Jolliua  Nickerfon  was 
ordained  the  paftor  of  a  feparate  church  there,  Feb¬ 
ruary  23,  1749.  Some  of  them  were  fined  for 
feparating,  and  diftrefs  was  made  upon  many  for 
minifteria‘1  taxes  ;  but  this  ferved  to  increafe  their 
number,  until  another  church  was  formed  in  the 
weft  part  of  the  town,  and  Mr.  Richard  Chafe  was 
ordained  their  paftor,  December  11,  1751.  Thefe 
churches  held  to  free  communion  with  all  Chriftians, 
whether  they  were  fprinkled  in  infancy,  or  baptized 

bt 
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by  immerfiou b^uf  as  Mr..  Chafe  was  thus  baptized^ 
^753’  b<shevers’  baptifm:  prevailed  among-  th^em  fo| 
much,  that  many  gave  up  mi:Ked  commutiion,  and  a‘f 
Baptifb  church  was  formed  there,  and  Mr.  Chafei 
was  indalied  their  pador,  September  29,  1757.4 
And  their  principles  prevailed  fo  much,  that  ■ 
Mr.  Nickerfon  lelt  his*  people,  and  went  and 
tied  at  Tarnworth,  in  New-Hampfhire.  Mr.i  Chafe;i 

minUlered  to  his  church  for  twenty  yearsi  and'theii'^ 
.the  lull  of  intemperance  had  pJxw^iled  fo  upom! 
him,  that  he  was  depofed  from  his  office,  by  the  ad- 1 
vice  of  a  council,, in  January,  1777,  and  he  remained 
out  of  fellowfhip  until  he  died  in  January-,, 
above  eighty  years'  old.  And'  though  his 'fall  into  ' 
fin  was  very  fhoeking  to  many,  yet  the  fakhfulnefs 
of  the' Bap  tiffs  in  depofing  of  him  raifed-  the  credit 
of  their  profeflion  ;  and  a.  fi-effi  revival  of  religion 
among  them  cauffid  their  principles  to  prevail,  fo. 
tbat^  the  fouth  parifli  in  Harwich  received  a  Baptift 
minifter  to  preach < in  theirmeeting-houfe,  and  a-Bap- 
tift  church  was.  gathered-  there,  and  a  minifter  or- 
dained  in  1781.  But  they  were  not  in  fellowfhip 
with  the  other  church,  and'  their  minifter  proved 
himfelf  to  be  a  deceitful  man,  and  finally  went  away 
and  left  them  and  their  church  was  diffolved.  i\nd' 
in  November,  1792,  a  minor  part -of  the  inhabitants 
of  that  panfh  fettled  a  Congregational  minifter  there, 
and  about  two  years  after  they  taxed  all-  the  Baptifls: 
to  him,  and  in  January,.  1795,  .they  appeared  fierce 
for  colleitting  of  it,  though  advice  from  a  diftance 
reflrained  them  therefrom.  A  happy  revival  of  re¬ 
ligion  was  again  granted  among  the  Baptifts  in  Har¬ 
wich  in  the  fpring  of  1793,  which  might  occafion 
this  frefh  attempt  of  their  adverfaries  to  hold  them  in 
bondage  as  Pharaoh  did.  And  in  December,  1795, 
they  fet  out  in  a  cruel  manner  to  collefl:  faid  tax, 
and  hauled  a  number  to  gaol,  and  feized  the  eftates. 
of  others  without  mcrey.' 

XV.  A 
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XV.  A  few  people  in  Barnftable  withdrew  from 
their  parilh  worfhip,  and  fet  up  a  meeting  by  them- 
felves  in  1748  ;  but  they  were  fined  therefor,  and 
two  women  were  fet  in  the  ftocks  for  not  paying  it. 
Yet  their  caufe  prevailed,  and  a  church  was  formed, 
there,  and  Mr.  Nathanael  Ewer  was  ordained  their 
pallor.  May  10,  1750,  and  he  continued  with  them 
for  more  than  ten  years,  and  then  went  and  fettled^ 
at  Newmarket,  in  New-Hampfhire  ;  and  the  Baptift 
principles  gained  ground  in  Barnftable,  until  they^ 
formed  a  church  there,  June  20,  1771  ;  and  it  in- 
creafed  gradually  for  ten  years,  in  which  time  the 
molt  of  them  were  exempted  from  taxes  to  Congre¬ 
gational  minifters,  as  they  had  given  in  certificates, 
to  that  party.  But  as  a  powerful  work  began; 
among  them  in  1781,  and  a  minifter  was  raffed  up. 
to  preach  among  them,  and  he  was  ordained  their 
pallor,  December  4,  1788,  the  ruling  party  refolved 
to  try  what  they  could  do  towards  holding'  them  in 
bondage,  as  we  have  before  related.  Mr.  Enoch 
Eldridge,  who  is  their  pallor,  was  born  in  Harwich,, 
and  he  hath  preached  a  part  of  his.  time  to  the 
Baptift  church  in  Harwich,  ever  fince  he  began, 
in  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  until  1794.  A  frelh 
revival  of  religion  was  granted  in  thofe  two  ch.urches 
in  the  beginning  of  1793,  and  Mr.  ShubaekLovel,  a 
young  phyfician,  was  converted  in  Barnftable  in 
March,  and  he  began  to  preach  there  in  January, 
1794,  and  he  was  ordained  as  an  itinerant  minifter, 
April  29,  1795.  Baptift  meetings  have  been  held 
for  fome  years  in  Sandwich,  Wellfleet,  and  Province- 
ton,  in  that  county,  though  Bantift  churches  have 
not  yet  been  formed  among  them. 

XVI.  Duke^s  county  includes  Martha\s  Vineyard, 
and  fome  adjacent  illands,  on  which  are  the  largeft 
number  of  Indians  that  remain  any  where  in  this 
part  of  America..  Peter  Folger  was  a  fchool-mafter 
among  them,  when  Mr.  Mayhew  failed  for  England 

in 
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became  a  Baptift,  and  joined  Mr. 
Clarkes  church  in  Newport  about  1675;  and  he' 
promoted  the  Baptift  principles  among  ,the  Indians, 
who  formed  a  Baptift  church  among  them  about 
1694,  which  continues  to  this  day ;  though  Silas 
Paul,  their  laft  paftor,  died  Auguft  24,  1787.  Mr. 
Folger  removed  to  Nantucket,  and  was  much  el- 
teemed  among  the  early  planters  there  ;  and  a 
daughter  of  his  was  mother  to  the  late  famous  Dr. 
Benjamin  Franklin.*  Baptift  minifters  had  preached 
among  the  Englilh  on  the  Vineyard  at  times  ever 
fince  1753  ?  after  fome  were  remarkably  turned 
from  darknefs  to  light,  without  preaching,  in  the 
fpring  of  1780,  they  called  over  feveral  Baptift  min¬ 
ifters  to  preach  and  baptize  there,  until  a  church 
of  fifty  members  was  conftituted  there  the  2Gth  of 
December  following.  (Our  fecond  volume'  p.  ^  77.) 
JVIaJor  Peter  Norton,  the  high-fheriff  of  the  county, 
was  a  father  in  that  church,  and  it  increafed  to  about 
eighty  members.^  But  the  late  plundering  of  velTels 
by  the  Britifh  fhips  hath  caufed  a  large  part  of  that 

fociety  to  remove  to  the  new  lands  up  Kennebeck 
river. 

Hiflorical  CoIIevfUons  at  Boflon,  Vol.  Ill,  p,  Sec  alfo  our  firft  yol- 
437— 439* 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

I,  Of  the  Baptijl  Church  in  HaverhilL  11.  Rowley^ 
Danvers  and  Alnfbury.  III.  Chelmsford.  IV. 
Dewton.  V.  Cambridge^  Woburn  and  Wejion.  VL 
Leice/ter*  VII.  Sturbridge.  VIII.  Charlton.  IX. 
Sutton  and  Northbridge.  X.  Peterjham  and  Hard* 
wick.  XL  Royaljione*  XII.  Deluftons  at  Har* 
vard.  XIII.  .  And  a  Baptijl  Church.  XIV.  Ajh- 
burnham.  XV.  Templeton*  XVL  Graft  on  y  Upton, 
Douglafsy  Dudley,  and  others. 

I.  Before  the  revival  of  religion  which  took 
place  in  1764,  there  was  no  Baptift  church  in  any 
part  of  our  country  northward  of  Bofton,  except  one 
that  is  fince  diflblved.  The  minifters  on  both  fides 
of  Merrimack  river  were  combined  together  againfl 
the  former  reformation  in  our  land  ;  and  though  a 
few  people  in  Haverhill  were  fubjeQs  of  that  work, 
and  fet  up  a  meeting  in  feparation  from  thofe  minif¬ 
ters,  yet  it  did  not  continue  long.  But  a  minifter 
of  the  weft  parifli  in  Haverhill  offended  his  people 
fo  much,  as  to  caufe  controverfies  in  councils,  and 
in  publications  to  the  world,  which  were  followed 
wdth  a  forcible  Ihutting  of  him  out  of  their  meeting- 
houfe,  and  then  a  difmiffion  from  his  office  there. 
And  the  people  faw  fo  much  partiality  in  other 
minifters  towards  him,  that  they  would  not  be  di- 
refted  by  them  in  calling  another  minifter ;  there¬ 
fore  they  had  been  deftitute  for  fome  years,  before 
Mr.  Hezekiah  Smith  came  and  preached  there  in 
1764,  and  then  gathered  a  church  in  the  heart  of 
the  town  in  May,  1765,  as  is  related  in  our  fecond 
volume,  p.  236,  240 — 242.  Their  church  increaf- 
ed  to  an  hundred  and  fifty  members  before  the  war; 
and  when  that  broke  out,  Mr.  Smith  engaged  very 
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hearuly  in  the  caufe  of  his  country,  and  was  a  chap¬ 
lain  in  our  army  through  the  moft  dillrelling  part  of 
the  war,  only  he  was  at  home  with  his  people  in  the 
\vinters.  A  frefli  revival  of  religion  began  among 
them  in  17785  which  caufed  the  addition  of  54  mem- 
bps  in  three  years  fince  which  many  have  been 
difmiffed  to  other  churches,  and  others  have  been 
added  to  this.  Mr.  Edmund  PilPoury,  pallor  of  the 
church  in  Northwood,  was  a  member  of  this  church. 
Afa  Meffer,  A.  M.  a  member  of  this  fociety,  was 
educated  in  the  college  at  Providence,  in  which  he 
is  an  efleemed  tutor,  as  well  as  a  preacher  of  the 
everlafting  gofpel. 

II.  A  branch  of  Haverhill  church  was  at  the  weft 
part  of  Rowley,  where  a  meeting  was  held  for  fever- 
al  years,  until  a  Baptift  church  was  formed  there  in 
1785,  and  Mr.  William  Ewing  became  their  minif- 
ter.  Pic  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1728,  and  after  he 
came  to  America,  and  became  a  Baptift,  he  preached 
in  various  parts  of  the  country,  till'  he  was  ordained 
an  itinerant  minifter  at  Sturbridge,  September  27, 
1768.  Afterwards  he  laboured  a  while  at  South- 
Brimfield,  and  then  at  Halifax  in  Vermont,  from 
whence  he  removed  to  Shutefbury,  before  he  came 
to  Rowley,  v/here  he  had  fome  fuccefs ;  but  in  about 
four  years,  this  church  difmiffed  him  from  them,  and 
he  removed  to  Wefton,  and  now  preaches  but  little 
any  where.  In  1789  this  church  called  elder  Abi- 
Ihai  Crofman,  from  Chelmsford,  and  in  three  years 
their  church  increafed  from  44  to  99  members. 
Yet  in  1793  he  was  difmiffed,  and  removed  into 
New-Harfiplhire,  and  this  church  is  at  prefent  defti- 
tute  of  a  paftor.  A  number  of  people  from  Dan¬ 
vers  had  joined  to  the  church  in  Rowley  ;  but  they 
were  difmiffed  and  formed  a  Baptift  church  in  Dan¬ 
vers,  July  16,  1793,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Green  remov- 
ed  from  Cambridge,  and  became  their  minifter,  of 
whom  more  will  be  faid  when  w^e  come  to  Cam¬ 
bridge 
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bridge  church.  A  Baptift  meeting  has  been  held 
for  many  years  at  Almfbury,  in  Eflex  county,  and 
Mr.  Moles  Chace  is  their  minifter  ;  but  they  have 
confidered  themfelves  as  a  branch  of  the  Baptift 
church  at  Brentwood  in  New-Hampfhire. 

III.  The  firft  Baptift  church  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex  was  formed  at  Chelmsford,  in  Oftober, 
1771,  and  Mr.  Elifha  Rich  was  ordained  their  pallor, 
October  5,  1774.  He  had  preached  to  them  for  a 
year  and  an  half  before,  and  he  laboured  among  them 
until  the  beginning  of  1778  ;  but  then  feme  of  the 
members  appeared  to  be  fo  much  againll  him,  that 
he  requefted  and  obtained  a  difmiffion,  and  removed 
into  Vermont,  and  he  is  now  pallor  of  a  church 
there  in  the  town  of  Pittsford.  Mr.  Samuel  Fletch¬ 
er  removed  to  Chelmsford  direftly  after,  and  preach¬ 
ed  there  for  fome  years,  and  then  went  and  fettled 
at  Salem,  in  New-Hamplhire,  w^here  he  was  pallor  of 
a  Baptill  church  until  his  death  lalt  March.  Mr. 
Abilhai  Crofman,  of  Northbridge,  was  called'' to 
Chelmsford,  and  was  ordained  the  pallor  of  this 
church,  September  24,  1783,  and  in  four  years  it 
increafed  from  87  to  113  members ;  yet  he  was  dif- 
milfed,  and  went  to  Rowley  in  1789,  as  before  re¬ 
lated.  Mr.  John  Peckens,  who  was  born  in  Middle- 
borough,  and  ordained  in  Vermont,  removed  to 
Chelmsford  and  became  their  minifter  in  1792. 

IV.  The  Baptill  church  in  Newton  fprang  part¬ 
ly  from  members  who  formerly  joined  to  the  fecond 
Baptift  church  in  Bofton,  and  partly  from  the  *fepa- 
rate  churches  of  Brooklyne  and  Newton.  A  feparate 
church  was  formed  in  Brooklyne,  and  Mr.  Jonathan 
Hide  was  ordained  their  pallor,  January  17,  1751  ; 
and  he  miniftered  to  them  until  a  Baptift  church  was 
formed  in  Newton,  and  then  he  met  with  them  in 
his  old  age.  A  feparate  church  was  alfo  formed  in 
Newton,  and  Mr.  Nathan  Ward  was  ordained  their 
pallor,  January  17,  1753.  different  fentiments 
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about  the  fupport  of  the  miniftry,  and  about  the 
improvement  of  gifts  in  the  church,  caufed  them  to 
call  a  council,  in  April,  1758,  after  which  Mr.  Ward 
was  dilmifled,  and  he  has  been  a  minifter  in  the 
town  of  Plymouth,  in  New-Hampfhire,  for  thirty 
years  paft.  Some  of  the  old  brethren  died,  and 
others  removed  into  diftant  parts  of  our  country, 
and  things  were  in  a  broken  pofture  in  Newton  for 
many  years.  But  a  fhower  of  heavenly  bleffings  was 
granted  there,  and  a  Baptift  church  was  formed  by 
them,  July  5,  1780,  which  increafed  to  feventy  mem¬ 
bers  in  fourteen  months.  And  Mr.  Caleb  Blood, 
who  was  born  in  Charlton,  Augufl:  18,  1754,  and 
ordained  at  Marlow  in  October,  1777,  was  fettled 
as  their  paftor  in  1781;  and' his  miniftry  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  very  ufeful  among  them  for  near  (even 
years.  But  then  the’ times  became  fo  difficult,  that 
the  foclety  thought  they  could  not  fupport  him  and 
his  family  ;  and  he  had  an  earneft  call  to  Shaftf- 
bury,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  therefore  he  was  dif- 
miffed  to  Shaftfbury,  where  he  is  ftill  ufeful.  But  a 
frefli  revival  was  granted  at  Newton,  and  Mr.  Jofeph 
Grafton  was  called  to  preach  there,  and  he  was  or¬ 
dained  their  paftor,  June  18,  1788.  He  was  born 
in  Newport,  June  9,  1757,  and  had  preached  in 
various  places,  for  feveral  years,  before  he  came  to 
Newton,  where  a  frefli  revival  was  granted  in  1794. 
He  hath  publilhed  a  piece  upon  baptifm,  and  a  fu¬ 
neral  fermon. 

V.  There  was  a  Baptift  church  In  Cambridge  In 
1751,  and  they  had  a  minifter  who  was  educated  at 
.  New-Haven  college ;  but  he  w^as  drawn  away  by  a 
parilli  minifter  in  Cambridge,  and  left  his  church, 
and  others  of  them  fell  in  with  Shadrach  Ireland,  fo 
that  this  church  was  diffolved.  Yet  there  were  a 
few  names  in  Cambridge  who  had  not  defiled  their 
garments  ;  and  in  the  glorious  year  1780  a  number 
more  were  converted,  and  a  new  Baptift  church  w^as 
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formed  there  in  1781,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Green  was 
ordained  their  partor,  November  26,  1783.  He  is 
grandfon  to  the  firft  Baptift  minifter  of  Leicefter, 
and  was  born  at  Worcefter,  January  3,  1761  ;  and 
this  church  increafed  under  his  miniitry  to  56  mem¬ 
bers.  Their  houfe  for  worfhip  is  near  .the  borders 
of  Lexington  and  Woburn,  and  members  of  this 
fociety  in  each  of  thefe  towns  were  forced  to  pay 
taxes  to  Congregational  minifters,  until  they  had 
fued  the  money  out  of  the  hands  of  their  oppreffors, , 
firft  in  Cambridge,  then  in  Lexington,  and  laftly  in 
Woburn  ;  and  the  Baptifts  never  recovered  half  fo 
much  money  in  either  of  thefe  towns,  as  had  been 
unjuftly  taken  from  them  ;  and  as  foon  as  the  Con¬ 
gregational  party  found  that  they  could  not  hold  the 
money,  they  collefted  no  more  taxes  for  any  minif¬ 
ters  from  the  Baptifts.  And  not  long  after  their 
laft  cafes  in  court  were  decided  in  favour  of  the  Bap¬ 
tifts,  their  minifter  left  them,  in  April,  1793,  and 
removed  to  Danvers,  as  was  before  mentioned.  Yet 
fuch  a  revival  was  granted  among  them  foon  after, 
efpecially  in  Woburn,  as  caufed  the  addition  of  37 
members  to  this  church  in  two  years,  and  a  new 
meeting-houfe  was  built  in  Woburn*  Mr.  John 
Peak  laboured  among  them  more  than  a  year,  and 
Mr.  Lovel  fucceeded  him  laft  fall.  And  in  1795 
the  firft  parifli  in  Cambridge  procured  an  aft  of  our 
legiflature,  to  empower  them  to  fell  fortie  minifterial 
lands  in  the  town,  and  to  fecure  all  the  monies  ob¬ 
tained  thereby,  for  the  fupport  of  Congregationaf 
minifters  in  that  parifh.  A  Baptift  church  was 
formed  in  Wefton,  July  14,  1789,  in  which  were 
19  members  the  next  year  ;  but  they  .have  not  in¬ 
creafed  fince.  A  Baptift  meeting  hath  been  upheld 
for  many  years  in  Framingham,  where  no  church  is 
yet  formed. 

VI.  The  Baptift  church  at  Leicefter,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of Worcefter,  was  conftituted September  28,  1738, 
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under  the  charge  of  elder  Thomas  Green,  who  waa 
ordained  a  year  before,  a  colleague  with  elder  Marfli, 
or  button  ;  but  they  now  became  two  churches  by 
mutual  confent.  Elder  Green  went  from  Malden, 
and  was  an  early  planter  at  Leicefler,  and  became  a 
very  ufeful  phyfician,  and  acquired  fuch  an  eftate, 
that  he  was  the  main  fupport  of  his  fociety  in  tem¬ 
porals  as  well  as  fpirituals  all  his  days.  He  travel- 
led  much  in  the  country  as  a  phyfician,  and  preach¬ 
ed  frequently,  and  baptized  many,  until  he  was  call¬ 
ed  away  by  death,  Augufl  20,  1773,  73-  Ben¬ 

jamin  Fofler,  D.  D.  who  was  educated  at  Yale  col¬ 
lege,  was  ordained  his  fucceffor,  Odlober  23,  1776, 
and  the  church  increafed  under  his  miniftry,  from 
30  to  76  members,  in  five  years.  But  as  he  inclin- 
ed^  to  devote  himfelf  entirely  to  ftudy,  and  to  the 
miniftry  of  the  word,  the  people  who  had  not  been 
ufed  to  fupport  their  minifter,  neglefled  him  fo 
much,  that^  he  requefted  a  difmiHion  from  that- 
church,  which  they  at  length  granted,  though  re¬ 
luctantly,  in  1782,  and  he  went  and  preached  at 
Danvers,  his  native  place,  above  two  years.  And  in 
January,  1785,  he  was  called  to  the  firft  church  in 
Newport,  where  he  laboured  with  fuccefs  for  more 
than  two  years,  and  then  went  to  New-York,  and  is  • 
now  the  paftor  of  the  firft  Baptift  church  in  that 
city.  Mr.  Ifaac  Beals  was  the  next  paftor  of  the 
Baptift  church  in  Leicefter,  v/here  he  was  ordained, 
December  1,  1784,  and  they  profpered  under  his 
miniftry  for  two  years ;  but  then  an  infurreCtion 
took  place  in  that  part  of  the  country,  which  great¬ 
ly  affefted  that  church  and  fociety  ;  and  after  many 
endeavours  to  fettle  matters  among  them,  without  fo 
good  an  effeCl  as  to  unite  them  all  again,  he  was  dif- 
mifled  in  1789,  and  went  and  fettled  at  Clarendon, 
in  Vermont,  where  he  is  now  a  ufeful  minifter.  Mr. 
Nathan  Dana,  from  Newton,  was  foon  after  called 
to  preach  at  Leicefter  3  and  he  was  ordained  at 

Newton 
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Newton  as  an  itinerant  minifter,  November  20,  1 793’ 

and  now  minifters  to  this  people. 

VII.  A  leparate  church  was  formed  at  ^  Stur- 
brido-e,  and  Mr.  fohn  Blunt  was  ordained  their  pal- 
tor,  September  28,  174B  ;  and  they  became  nume¬ 
rous,  before  the  Baptift  principles  were  embraced 
among  them  in  June,  i749’  nnd  before  the  end  o 
that  year  above  fixty  members,  including  all  the  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  church,  were  baptized.  Some  account 
of  their  fufferings  was  given  in  our  fecond  volume, 

p.  iqi _ 194.  But  fome  feparate  minifters  in  Con- 

neaicut  made  fueh  terrible  reprefentations  of  its 
beino-  a  wicked  thing  for  any  to  be  re-baptized, 
thatlvir.  Blunt  retracted  his  being  dipped,  and  he 
left  his  people,  and  went  into  our  army,  where  he 
was  flain  near  lake  George,  September  8,  i755*_ 
And  though  the  main  body  of  the  church  perfever- 
ed  in  their  profeffion,  yet  they  palfed  through  many 
trying  fcenes,  and  did  not  obtain  a  fettled  minifter 
for  many  years.  Mr.  William  Ewing  pleached  there 
for  fome  time,  and  was  ordained  theie,  Septem¬ 
ber  27,  1768,  as  an  itinerant  minifter  *,■  and  he 
went  from  thence  to  South-Brimfield,  and  fince  to 
other  places,  as  was  before  obferved.  Mr^  Jordan 
Dodge,  from  Canterbury,  was  called  to  preach  at 
Sturbridge,  and  he  was  ordained  their  paftor,  Octo¬ 
ber  27,  1784,  and  they  profpered  under  lus  miniftry 
for  feveral  years  ;  but  in  the  clofe  of  1788,  fuch  dif¬ 
ficulties  arofe  that  he  aflced  and  obtained  a  difmif- 
fion,  and  went  and  fettled  in  the  State  of  New- York, 
where  he  was-  found  to  be  a  deceitful  man,  and  was 
rejected  by  the  Baptifl  churches  in  thofe  parts. 
Dowever,  the  fchool  of  afUiftions  which  this  chuich 
hath  been  in,  with  the  fpiritual  teachings  that  have 
been  granted  to  them,  hath  brought  them  to  confid- 
erable  fruitfulnefs  in  Chriftian  knowledge  and  con- 
dud;  in  which  it  is  hoped  they  will  grow  and  in. 
creafe  unto  the  end.  A  frelh  revival  was  lately 
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r  preaching  of  brother 

paftoJ  I'kely  to  become  their 

VIII.  ^  The  Baptift  church  in  Charlton  was  firfl; 
formed  m  Spencer  in  176.,  and  Mr.  Nathanael 
Green  was  ordained  their  pallor  Odober  12,  lybt. 
1  heir  meeting  was  afterwards  held  in  the  weft  part 
Leicefter,  until  it  was  removed  into  Charlton  in 
1773,  where  it  continues.  And  though  it  was  a  low 

work  for  feveral  years,  yet  a  glorious 

work  began  among  them  in  1779,  which  caufed  the 

addition  of  109  members  in  three  years.  The  won- 
deis  of  divine  grace  in  this  land  at  that  time  when 
the  war  raged  on  every  hand,  and  had  greatly  cor- 
upted  the  morals  of  the  people,  and  public  credit 
was  fallen  to  the  ground,  was  evidently  a  great  caufe 
of  faving  America  from  deftrudion.  This  work  was 
then  powerfux  in  Virginia,  as  well  as  in  other  parts 
of  our  land.  Elder  Green  continued  a  faithful  paf- 

T°r  ii,?"  exemplary  walker,  until  he  fell  alleep  in 
Jefus,  March  21,  1791,  in  the  feventieth  year  of  his 

church  foon  after  called  Mr.  David 
Kathbun  to  preach  to  them,  and  he  was  ordained 
their  pallor,  September  25,  1 793.  He  was  born  in 
Stonington,  May  29,  1763,  and  his  father,  uncle, 

^•ft  "h  PafioJ's  of  Bap. 


IX.  A  Baptift  church  was  conftituted  in  Sutton 
September  16,  1735,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Marfli  was 

^ September  28,  1737,  colleague 
with  Mr. Green.  Mr.  Marfli  was  efteemed  as  a  eodly 
man,  of  an  exemplary  life,  though  not  of  large  gifts, 
until  his  death,  January  4,  1775,  aged  90.  But 
the  church  was  then  fmall,  and  it  is  fmce  dilTolved. 
1  here  had_  been  a  great  revival  of  religion  in  the 
Congregational  fociety  in  Sutton,  in  the  year  1741, 
and  a  feparate  church  was  formed  among  them,  and 
Mr.  Ezekiel  Cole  was  ordained  their  pallor,  January 
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31,  1751.  But  they  were  broken  and  fcattered  af¬ 
terwards,  and  a  Baptift  church  was  gathered  there, 
April  27,  1765,  and  Mr.  Jeremiah  Barftow  was  in- 
ftalled  their  pallor.  May  26,  1768.  But  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  fentiment  about  the  doftrines  of  grace  cauf- 
ed  his  difmiffion  from  them,  by  the  advice  of  a  coun¬ 
cil,  Oftober  1,  1772  ;  and  he  removed  to  Thomp- 
fon,  in  Connefticut,  and  ilever  took  the  charge  of 
any  other  church,  though  he  preached  occafionally, 
until  he  died  fuddenly,  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe, 
June  4,  1795.  Mr.  EliHia  Ranfom  preached  to  this 
church  for  fome  years,  and  was  ordained  there  as  an 
itinerant,  November  11,  1778  ;  but  he  went  the 
-  next  year  to  Woodltock,  in  Vermont.  This  church 
in  Sutton  remained  without  a  pallor,  until  fuch  a  di- 
vifion  arofe  therein  that  they  were  left  out  of  the 
Warren  Affociation  in  1786.  But  the  majority  of 
them  obtained  a  comfortable  fettlement  again,  and 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Lamfon  removed  there  from  Alliford, 
and  was  their  miniller  from  1788,  until  April,  1794, 
when  they  difcovered  that  he  had  fallen  into,  the 
opinion  of  univerfal  falvation,  and  rejecled  him. 
The  other  part  of  this  church  embraced  the  opinion 
of  mixed  communion,  and  at  length  joined  to  the 
Groton  Conference  ;  but  both  churches  were  favour¬ 
ed  with  a  happy  revival  of  religion  in  1792,  and  are 
now  in  comfortable  circumllances.  Two  of  the  breth¬ 
ren  of  the  firll  church  in  Sutton,  Samuel  Waters  and 
Samuel  King,  have  been  called  to  improve  their  gifts 
in  preaching  the  gofpel, though  they  are  not  ordained. 
Mr.  William  Batcheller,  a  member  of  the 'church  in 
Northbridge,  who  lives  in  the  call  part  of  Sutton, 
hath  preached  in  thofe  parts  for  feveral  years, 
until  a  frelh  revival  was  granted  there,  a  church 
was  formed,  and  he  was  ordained  their  pallor,  Octo¬ 
ber  10,  1792.  The  Baptift  church  in  Northbridge 
was  conftituted,  Auguft  31,  1780,  and  Mr.  John 

Cooper 
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Cooper  was  ordained  therein,  October  11,  1792, 
when  there  was  a  happy  time  among  them. 

X.  A  Baptill  church  was  formed  in  Peterfham, 
in  1768,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Dennis  preached  to  them 
for  a  number  of  years,  before  he  was  ordained  their 
paftor  in  October,  1778*  He  was  fo  well  efteemed 
in  the  town,  that  he  was  chofen  a  member  of  our 
legiflature  in  the  time  of  the  war  :  but  worldly  af¬ 
fairs  did  not  turn  him  afide  from  faithfulnefs  in  the 
church,  until  he  refted  from  his  labours  in  April, 
1783.  His  church  perfevered  in  their  profeffion, 
though  their  meeting  is  removed  into  the  bounds  of 
Hardwick,  where  it  is  ftill  continued. 

XI.  Royalllone  lies  upon  the  north  borders  of 
our  State,  adjoining  to  Richmond,  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire.  Mr.  Whitman  Jacobs  had  been  paftor  of  the 
Baptift  church  at  Thompfon,  in  Connecticut,  more 
than  twenty  years,  before  a  part  of  them  removed 
and  fettled  in  Royalftone,  formed  a  church  there, 
and  he  was  inftalled  their  paftor,  December  13, 
1770.  Their  number  was  29  the  next  year  ;  and 
they  had  a  revival  in  1774,  and  another  in  1779, 
and  their  church  increafed  to  89.  But  fuch  contro- 
verfies  arofe  in  their  church  about  difcipline,  and 
about  fome  political  affairs,  that  their  minifter  was 
difmified  in  1786,  and  he  is  now  at  Guilford,  in  Ver¬ 
mont.  In  1789  Mr.  Mofes  Kenny  was  fettled  as  the 
paftor  of  Royalftone,  and  they  had  a  large  increafe 
of  members  for  feveral  years  after. 

XII.  Harvard  is  a  place  where  the  goodnefs  of 
God  and  the  folly  of  man  have  been  remarkably 
difcovered.  A  powerful  work  of  grace  was  wrought 
in  that  town,  in  the  time  of  the  great  revival 
of  religion  through  this  land  ;  but  amazing  delu- 
fions  appeared  there  afterwards.  For  Shadrach 
Ireland,  of  Charleftown,  near  Bofton,  after  afting  as 
a  teacher  for  fome  years,  profefled  to  have  experi¬ 
enced  fuch  a  change,  both  in  body  and  mind,  that 
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he  was  become  perfeS  and  immortal,  and  a  number 
more  with  him,  in  the  fpring  of  1753.  And  he  fet 
himfelf  up  as  the  head  of  the  church,  and  affumed 
God’s  prerogatives  in  fuch  a  blafphemous  manner, 
that  he  was  in  danger  of  being  punifhed  by  authori¬ 
ty  ;  upon  which  he  abfconded,  and  his  followers 
faid  he  was  gone  out  of  this  wicked  country.  But 
he  was  concealed  in  Harvard,  where  a  large  houfe 
was  built  for  him,  in  part  of  which  another  family 
lived,  and  fcarcely  any  men  knew  that  he  was  there 
but  his  follow^ers,  who  reforted  to  him  for  his  blelf- 
ing,  from  various  and  diftant  parts  of  the  country, 
and  brought  him  a  plenty  of  provifions.  Ireland 
forbid  them  to  marry,  or  to  lodge  with  each 
other,  if  they  were  married,  and  he  had  left  a  wife 
and  children  in  Charleftown  ;  yet  he  took  an¬ 
other  woman,  and  lodged  with  her  in  Harvard 
all  his  remaining  days.  And  when  he  was  fud- 
denly  feized  with  death,  he  faid,  I  am  going,  but 
don’t  bury  me  ;  for  the  time  is  flrort :  God  is  coming 
to  take  the  church.”  Therefore  he  was  put  into  a  large 
box,  filled  up  with  lime,  and  laid  in  the  cellar,  where 
it  continued  from  September,  1778,  to  July,  1779, 
v/hen  the  body  fcented  fo  much  that  it  was  carried 
out  in  the  night  and  buried  in  a  corn-field.  This 
account  I  have  from  under  the  hand  of  one  of  his 
followers,  who  has  fince  been  delivered  from  that 
delufion.  But  in  the  fpring  of  1780,  another  com¬ 
pany  appeared  above  Albany,  with  a  woman  at  their 
head,  with  great  figns  and  lying  wonders,  and  fuch 
uncommon  motions  of  their  bodies,  that  they  were 
called  Shakers.  They  removed  from  place  to  place, 
until  they  fixed  their  head-quarters  at  the  houfe  where 
Ireland  died,  in  Auguft,  1781  ;  and  they  carried 
on  at  fo  high  a  rate  there,  that  a  motion  was  made 
jU  our  legiflature  to  have  them  puniflied  by  authori¬ 
ty,  which  motion  w^as  negatived  by  the  majority  of  a 
Tingle  vote,  as  we  were  well  informed.  But  the  fear 

of 
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of  a  mob  caufed  the  removal  of  their  leaders  from 
Harvard  in  1782,  and  they  came  to  Norton,  and 
then  to  Rehoboth  in  the  fail  of  that  year.  And 
they  prevailed  with  many  of  their  fociety  to  fell  their 
eftates,  in  order  to  build  a  fhip  to  carry  the  church 
to  the  New-Jerufalem,  as  they  faid.  And  a  large 
veflei  was  built  in  Rehoboth  ;  but  it  was  fent  a 
voyage  to  the  Weft-Indies,  from  whence  a  rich  car¬ 
go  was  brought,  and  the  veffel  and  cargo  were 
fold,  and  a  few  men  cheated  the  reft  out  of  their 
eftates,  and  their  community  diffolved  in  thefe 
parts.  Some  of  them  remain  in  the  county  of 
Albany. 

XIII.  But  a  more  happy  feene  now  opens  upon 
Harvard.  A  young  phyfician  was  converted  there, 
June  18,  1775,  the  day  after  the  bloody  battle  at 
Charleftown  ;  and  v/hile  the  war  raged  through  the 
country,  he  was  engaged  in  real  religion,  and  began 
to  preach  the  gofpel  the  next  winter.  He  was  born 
at  Weftford,  November  13,  1752,  and  ftudied  phy- 
fic  with  Dr.  Green,  of  Leicefter,  and  then  fettled  in 
Harvard.  And  having  called  elder  Rich  from  Chelmf- 
ford,  Ifaiah  Parker,  Stephen  Gates,  Tarbel  Willard, 
William  Willard,  Jofeph  Stone,  Jofiah  Willard  and 
eight  women  were  baptized,  and  they  were  formed 
into  a  church,  June  27,  1 776,  and  Dr.  Parker  was  or¬ 
dained  their  paftor,  June  10,  1778.  But  two  years  af¬ 
ter  they  were  remarkably  opprelTed,  in  a  time  when  it 
might  have  been  leaft  expefted.  For  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  Maflachufetts  government  was  publifhed 
March  2,  1780,  when  the  compilers  of  it  faid  to  the 
people,  Your  delegates  did  not  conceive  them- 
ielves  to  be  vefted  with  power  to  fet  up  one  denom¬ 
ination  of  Chriftians  above  another  ;  for  religion 
muft  at  all  times  be  a  matter  between  God  and  indi¬ 
viduals.’’  This  they  faid  becaufe  Proteftants  were  not 
fet  above  Papifts  in, our  legiflature;  but  in  each  town, 
one  denomination  has  been  fet  up  above  all  the  reft 
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to  this  day,  which  they  then  acknowledged  they  had 
no  right  to  do.  And  one  member  of  the  Baptift 
church  in  Harvard  was  imprifoned  at  Worcefter 
three  months,  another  five,  and  one  of  their  fociety 
fix  months,  between  the  publication  of  tht  conftitu- 
tion,  and  its  taking  place  in  October,  for  taxes  to  a 
Congregational  minifter,  who  was  fettled  in  the 
name  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain.  Thefe  three 
men  kept  exadt  accounts  of  all  their  expenfes  while 
in  prifon,  with  all  that  was  given  them  there  ;  and 
their  accounts  were  examined  the  next  year  by  two 
judicious  men,  who  have  given  it  from  under  their 
hands,  that  they  expended  an  hundred  and  three  dol¬ 
lars  and  a  third,  more  than  all  that  they  received 
there.  And  no  recompenfe  hath  ever  been  made 
therefor  by  their  oppreflbrs.  And  can  any  man  who 
believes  that  God  governs  the  world,  think  it  ftrange 
that  the  powers  of  Britain  have  been  fuffered  to  rob 
the  Americans  of  their  property,  when  robberies  for 
religious  minifters  under  Britilh  commiflions  have 
been  openly  approved  of  in  our  country?  May  we  not 
fay  with  Jacob,  O  my  foul,  come  not  thou  into  their 
fecret ;  unto  their  airembly,mine  honour,  be  not  thou 
united!  This  church  inHarvard  was  foon  after  attack¬ 
ed  by  the  fpirit  of  delufion,fo  that  they  faid  in  a  letter 
to  the  Warren  AlTociation,  September  8, 1783,  “For 
twelve  months  we  had  but  two  perfons  added,  and 
feveral  left  us,  and  joined  the  Shakers.  We  excom¬ 
municated  eight  perfons  in  that  time.  A  form  of 
godlinefs  appeared  on  one  hand,  and  a  falfe  pow'er 
on  the  other,  and  the  church  in  fuch  a  low  ftate, 
that  we  feared  at  times  that  our  candleflick  would  be 
removed  out  of  its  place.  We  faw  the  enemy  com¬ 
ing  in  like  a  flood,  and  that  except  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  (hould  lift  up  a  ftandard  againft  him,  we  were 
a  ruined  people.  Therefore  we  appointed  a  day  of 
faffing  and  prayer,  that  God  would  pour  out  his  Spirit 
among  us,  and  work  wonders  under  the  name  of 

life 
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his  holy  child  Jefus ;  and  we  have  reafon  to  think 
that  the  Lord  gave  us  afpirit  of  grace  and  fupplica- 
tion,  and,  for  his  own  name  fake,  was  pleafed  to  an* 
Iwer  us  in  mercy.  The  fad  was  on  September  4, 
1782,  when  there  was  a  remarkable  difplay  of  God's 
power  and  grace,  in  convincing  Tinners  of  their  loft 
ftate,  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts  and  blindnefs  of 
their  minds,  with  their  pride  of  life  and  rejefting  the 
gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  then  giving  them  to  be¬ 
hold  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  fin  of 
the  world  ;  the  free  falvation  of  the  gofpel,  and 
caufing  them  to  rejoice  therein  ;  fo  that  49  perfons 
were  baptized  among  us  from  September  22  to  No¬ 
vember  24,  and  58  perfons  have  been  baptized 
among  us  fince  the  work  began  ;  and  we  have  often 
fat  under  Chrift's  fliadow  with  great  delight,  and  his 
fruit  was  fweet  to  our  tafte.  Our  prefent  number  is 
1 10.'^  And  they  have  enjoyed  many  bleflings 
fince. 

XIV.  The  Baptift  church  in  Afhburnham  was 
conftituted  in  February,  1779,  and  they  have  gone 
through  fcenes  of  profperity  and  adverfity  ;  have  en¬ 
dured  oppreflion  from  others,  and  many  trying 
things  among  themfelves.  In  1787  fnch  a  revival 
was  granted  among  them,  as  increafed  their  church 
in  one  year  from  37  to  61  members.  But  they  have 
never  had  an  ordained  paftor,  nor  any  great  altera¬ 
tions  fince.  Several  gifted  brethren  among  them 
affift  in  carrying  on  their  worfliip,  and  they  get  help 
at  times  from  other  churches. 

XV.  The  Baptift  church  in  Templeton  was  form¬ 
ed  Auguft:  21,  1782,  and  Mr.  John  Sollon  was  or¬ 
dained  their  paftor,  November  19,  1783.  He  was 
born  in  England  in  1727,  and  lived  a  while  at  Bof- 
ton  after  he  came  to  America.  He  miniftered  to 
this  church  about  two  years,  and  then  was  difiniffed  ; 
and  he  hath  preached  fince  in  various  places,  and  is 
now  living  in  Peterftnam.  This  church  hath  had 

many 
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many  mlnifters  to  labour  with  them,  and  a  happy 
revival  of  religion  hath  been  granted  there  in  two 
years  paft,  though  they  have  not  obtained  another 
fettled  pallor.  The  Baptills  are  fo  much  efteemed 
in  that  town,  that  two  members  of  their  church  have 
lately  been  reprefentatives  in  our  legillature. 

XVL  A  Baptill  church  was  formed  in  Grafton 
in  1767,  and  they  profpered  for  fome  years,  and  had 
39  members  in  1780.  Above  three  years  after,  Mr. 
Elkanah  Ingalls,  of  Rehoboth,  went  and  lived  there, 
and  was  their  miniller  for  about  four  years  ;  and 
then  it  was  difcovered  that  he,  with  the  majority  of 
'  the  church,  had  fallen  into  the  opinion  of  univerfal 
falvation,  and  they  were  left  out  of  the  V/arren  Al- 
fociation  in  1788,  and  he  removed  back  to  Reho¬ 
both,  and  is  become  a  common  drunkard.  But  a 
minor  part  of  the  church  continued  in  their  former 
faith,  and  fet  up  their  meeting  in  Upton,  and  Mr. 
Simeon  Snow  was  ordained  in  their  community' in 
June,  1791.  They  hold  worlliip  fteadily  there, 
though,  their  number  being  fmall,  they  have  joined 
as  a  branch  to  Bellingham  church.  A  Baptill 
church  was  once  formed  in  Douglafs,  and  Adam 
Streeter  was  ordained  their  pallor,  November  24, 
1 774  ;  but  he  fell  into  the  opinion  of  univerfal  fal¬ 
vation,  and  was  depofed  from  his  office  in  1781,  and 
the  church  is  fince  diflblved,  though  a  Baptill  meet¬ 
ing  is  often  held  there  Itill.  Streeter  preached  up 
his  new  opinions  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
for  feveral  years,  and  is  fmce  dead.  A  Baptil 
church  was  formed  in  Dudley  in  1775,  elder 
Obed  Warren  was  raifed  up  among  them,  who  af¬ 
terwards  removed  into  the  State  of  New'-Ybrk  ;  but 
as  many  removed  away,  their  church  is  fmall,  if  it 
is  not  dilTolved.  Baptill  meetings  have  been  held 
in  Brookfield,  Shrewlbury,  and  Holden,  where 
churches  are  not  yet  formed. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


I.  An  Account  of  South-Brimjield.  II.  Weji-Springfield. 

III.  Af field.  IV.  Montague  and  Leverett.  V. 

Wilbraham.  VI.  New-Salem.  VII.  Shutefury. 

VIII.  Others  in  Hampfdre.  IX.  Firjl  in  Chejhire. 

X.  Second  and  Third.  XI.  Pittsfield.  XII. 

Hancock.  XIII.  Wajhington  and  Sandisfield.  XIV. 

Other  Churches  in  Berkjhire.  XV.  The  Work  illuf- 

t rated  hi  a  particular  Injlancc* 

I.  ^  fll'E  fitft  Baptifl:  church  in  the  county  of  Hamp- 
fhire  was  formed  in  Brimfield,  November  4,  1736, 
and  Mr.  Ebenezer  Moulton  was  ordained  their  paf- 
tor,  November  4,  1741.  His  father  and  a  majority 
of  the  church  oppofed  the  work  that  was  then  going 
on  in  the  land,  while  he  and  a  minor  part  were 
alive  in  it  \  and  they  had  much  controverfy  about  it 
for  feven  years,  and  then  about  fifteen  of  them  told 
their  experiences  to  each  others’  fatisfaclion,  and 
figned  new  articles  and  a  covenant ;  and  Mr.  Moul¬ 
ton  took  them*  as  his  church,  and  would  not  allow 
any  others  to  commune  with  them,  without  coming 
in  at  this  door.  The  majority  complained  of  this  as 
unreafonable,  but  afted  nothing  as  a  body  againfl: 
them.  And  many  from  other  towns  Joined  with 
them,  in  this  new  form,  from  time  to  time ;  and 
elder  Moulton  was  often  called  to  other  places  to 
preach  and  baptize  in  and  after  the  year  1749.  Yea, 
he  was  called  above  eighty  miles  that  year,  and  bap¬ 
tized  ten  at  Bridgwater,  and  three  in  Raynham. 
But  as  his  people  had  been  trained  up  with  preju¬ 
dices  againfl  hireling  minillers,  they  did  very  little 
for  the  fupport  of  their  own  minifter  ;  therefore  he 
took  to  merchandizing,  when  there  were  fcarcely 
any  merchants  in  that  part  of  the  country  ;  and 
he  feemed  to  profper  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
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was  a  leader  in  building  them  a  new  meeting- 
houfe.  But  towards  the  clofe  of  the  war,  which 
ended  in  1763,  money  was  plenty^ and  merchants 
were  multiplied  ;  and  Mr.  Moulton  Found  himfelf 
involved  in  debt,  and  his  creditors  ready  to  de¬ 
vour  him,  and  he  fled  to  Nova-Scotia,  where  he 
preached  in  feveral  places.  Hereupon  the  church 
looked  out  for  another  minifter,  and  at  length  ob¬ 
tained  Mr.  James  Mellen,  who  was  ordained  their 
pallor,  September  11,  1765#  He  was  of  Framing¬ 
ham,  but  had  joined  to  the  firft  Baptift  church  in 
Middleborough  ;  and  he  was  a  faithful  and  fuccefs- 
/ul  pallor,  until  he  finilhed  his  courfe  in  a  joyful 
.manner,  Augull  5,  1769.  '  After  his  death  many  of 
the  old  members,  who  had  been,  excluded  from  the 
church  for  twenty  years,  came  up  and  claimed  a 
right  therein  ;  upon  which  they  fent  to  other  elders 
and  churches  for  advice,  and  when  they  had  heard  the 
cafe,  their  advice  w^as  for  each  of  them  to  endeavour 
to  fatisfy  the  others  about  the  reality  of  their  religion, 
and  fo  to  covenant  together  anew.  And  this  advice 
•was  taken  and  followed  with  good  efFefts.  After  this 
they  called  Mr.  Elijah  Codding,  another  member  of 
the  firll  Baptill  church  in  Middleborough,  and  he  was 
ordained  their  pallor,’  November  11,  i773<.  And 
though  it  was  a  low  time  with  them  at  South-Brim- 
field  for  feme  years,  yet  fuch  a  heavenly  Ihower  was 
granted  in  1779.  as  increafed  their  members  from 
.23  to  236  in  four  years,  and  their  miniller  Hill  re¬ 
mains  with  them.  And  in  thofe  times  Mr.  Moul¬ 
ton  obtained  letters  of  licenfe  from  his  creditors  to 
come  home,  and  he  was  elleemed  among  his  old 
people,  until  he  died  there  in  1783. 

II.  A  Baptill  church  was  formed  in  Well-Spring- 
field,  and  Edward  Upham,  A.  M.  was  ordained 
their  pallor,  Oclober  15,  1740.  He  was  born  at 
Malden,  March  26,  1709,  and  educated  in  the  col¬ 
lege  at  Cambridge,  where  he  took  his  firft  degree  in 

N  1734. 
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*734*  After  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Callender,  he 
was  prevailed  with  to  remove  to  Newport,  in  1749, 
and  he  rniniftered  to  the  firft  church  there,  only 
vifiting  his  old  people  once  or  twice  a  year,  until  he 
removed  back  to  them  in  April,  1771.  Though  in 
the  mean  time  fome  of  the  wealthieil  Baptills  had 
been  drawn  •  into  the  incorporation  of  a  new  parilh 
there,  and  to  fettle  a  minifter.  who  was  to  fprinkle 
or  dip  people  as  they  chofe,  and  all  were  to  com¬ 
mune  together.  And  when  Mr.  Upham  came 
back,  and  fet  up  worlhip  at  his  ufual  place,  taxes  to 
the  government  were  laid  upon  him,  and  he  could 
not  obtain  the  liberty  that  all  fettled  minifters  have, ' 
without  fueing  for  it  in  two  or  three  courts.  And 
many  broils,  and  great  bitternefs  of  fpirit  hath  been 
among  them  ever  fmce.  Mr.  Upham  has  been  fo 
infirm  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  preach  for  fome 
years  paft,  and  the  people  are  in  very  broken  cir- 
cumftances. 

III.  The  town  of  Afhfield  was  planted  in  1751, 
a^d  a  Baptift  church  was  formed  there,  July  ic, 
^761,  and  Mr.  Ebenezer  Smith  was  ordained  their 
paftor  the  20th  of  Auguft  following.  An  account 
of  their  fufferings  was  given  in  our  fecond  volume, 
p.  247 — ^253.  In  1770  they  had  32  members,  and 
they  increafed  from  time  to  time,  until  the  glorious 
bleffings  of  the  year  1780  raifed  their  number  to 
94.  But  the  uncommon  difficulties  about  money 
after  the  war,  caufed  a  contention  between  the  min¬ 
ifter  and  the  majority  of  the  church  about  his  fup- 
‘port,  which  produced  an  open  divifion  in  1785. 
They  called  a  council  in  December,  1785,  who  Juf- 
tified  the  minifter,  and  condemned  the  majority  of 
the  church,  and  in  September,  1788,  he  prevailed 
with  the  Warren  Aflbciation  to  leave  them  out  of 
their  number.  But  a  powerful  work  began  among 
them  at  that  time,  and  they  increafed  to  113  mem¬ 
bers  in  lefs  than  two  years,  having  ordained  his 
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brother  as  their  paftor.  But  as  there  have  been  fome 
very  unhappy  aftions  in  both  parties,  they  have  need 
of  confidering  the  warning  which  was  given  to  the 
churches  of  Galatia,  which  is,  If  ye  bite  and  devout' 
one  another,  take  heed  that  ye  be  not  confumed  one 
of  another.  Gal.  v.  15. 

IV.  A  Baptift  church  was  formed  at  Montague, 
July  I,  1765.  An  account  of  their  fufferings  is  in 
our  fecond  volume,  p.  261 — 263.  Mr.  Simeon 
Coombs,  from  the  third  Baptift  church  in  Middle-^ 
borough,  removed  there,  and  was  ordained  in  that 
church,  November  10,  1791.  The  majority  of 
their  fociety  then  lived  in  Leverett,  and  they  now' 
bear  that  name.  Mr.  Coombs  miniftered  to  them 
about  three  years,  and  then  was  difmiffed,  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Wardfborough  in  Vermont. 

V.  The  firft  Baptift  church  in  Wilbraham  was 
conftituted  in  1768,  and  Mr.  Seth  Clark  was  or¬ 
dained  their  paftor,  June  13,  1770.  He  was  born 
in  Northampton  in  April,  1723,  and  experienced  a 
change  of  heart,  in  the  glorious  work  there  in 
1735,  under  the  miniftry  of  Prefident  Edwards. 
This  church  had  39  members  in  1773,  after  which 
our  national  controverfies  and  a  bloody  war  engag¬ 
ed  the  minds  of  men  in  general,  until  it  pleafed  God 
to  pour  out  his  Spirit  in  fuch  a  manner  in  1778  as 
increafed  this  church  to  161  members  in  four  years, 
befide  thofe  who  had  died,  been  difmiffed  or  ex¬ 
cluded.  After  peace  was  reftored  to  our  land,  the 
xninds  of  people  were  amazingly  carried  away  with 
earthly  vanities,  and  the  love  of  many  waxed  cold 
about  religion.  Yet  this  church  enjoyed  many  bleff- 
ings,  and  they  wrote  to  our  Affociation  in  1792,  and 
faid,  Through  the  goodnefs  of  God,  we  are  vifit- 
ed  with  the  down-pouring  of  his  Spirit  in  a  moft 
marvellous  manner,  not  only  in  almoft  all  parts  of 
this  town,  and  in  each  denomination,  but  alfo  in  the 
adjoining  towns.  Our  prefent  number  is  235.^’ 

N  2  They 
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They  wrote  again  1794,  that  they  had  difmiffed  34, 
who  were  formed  into  a  fecond  Baptift  church  in 
^Yilbrahatn,  while  228  members  remained  in  the 
firft  church.  Thefe  bleffings  will  appear  the  more 
wonderful,  if  we  confider  that  the  infurreftion  in 
1787  was  in  thefe  parts. 

VI.  The  Baptift  church  in  New-Salem  was  form* 
ed^  in  January,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Bigelow  was  or¬ 
dained  their  paftor.  May  21,  1772.  He  was  born 
at  Watertowm  in  1738,  and  new  born  in  1763.  A 
gradual  increafe'  was  granted  to  this  church,  until 
they  had  38  members  in  1785.  But  controverfies 
4bout  difeipline  in  the  church  were  followed  with  a 
bloody  conteft  in  the  State,  which  made  rending 
work  among  this  people.  The  army  who  marched 
up  againft  the  infurgents  in  the  winter  of  1787, 
took  their  courfe  through  Wilbraham  to  Spring- 
field,  where  a  few  were  flain,  from  whence  they 
went  to  Hadley,  and  then  turned  through  New-Sa¬ 
lem  to  Peterlham.  Mr.  Bigelow  w'rote  to  a  friend 
on  Auguft  31,  1787,  and  faid,  “  Church  travel  and 
ordinances  have  ceafed  here,  ever  farce  the  people 
arofe  in  arms  againft  government ;  though  at  pref- 
ent  we  are  better  united  as  to  public  worflrip. 
There  is  in  general  a  good  agreement  between  me 
and  the  body  of  the  people  about  worflrip.  I  have 
faid  but  little  about  the  family  quarrel  that  has  been  in 
this  Commonwealth  the  year  paft  ;  but  what  I  have 
faid  has  been  to  condemn  both  fides.  I  think  the 
political  fathers  have  provoked  their  children  to 
wrath,  and  by  oppreflion  wife  men  have  been  mad, 
and  the  children  have  been  unruly  and  rebellious.” 
And  it  vvas  a  low  time  amoirg  them  for  three  years. 
But  he  wrote  to  the  fame  friend,  February  12,  1790, 
and  faid,  “  This  part  of  Zion  has  fcarce  ever  been  with¬ 
out  a  few  drops  of  the  rain  of  righteoufnefs ;  but  about 
fix  weeks  ago,  the  Lord  began  to  rain  fuch  a  ftrower 
as  has  not  fallen  in  thefe  parts  before.  It  is  chiefly 
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on  the  youth,  from  ten  to  twenty  years  old.  The 
people  in  general  are  bowed  before  it.  A  goodly 
number  are  hopefully  gathered  in,  and  fome 
from  almoft  every  family.  There  is  alfo  feme 
fhaking  among  the  dry  bones  in  Shutefbury.’"  Mr. 
Bigelow  had  been  difmiffed  from  his  paftoral  rela^ 
tion  to  this  church  before,  by  the  advice  of  a  coun¬ 
cil  ;  and  he  preached  in  various  places  afterwards, 
until  he  gathered  a  church  in  Belcherton,  and  is  at 
prefent  their  minifter.  They  obtained  feveral  min- 
ifters  to  preach  in  New-Salem,  until  Mr.  Jofiah  Or- 
cutt  was  ordained  their  paffor,  OSiober  30,  1794, 
and  continues  with  them. 

Vll.  When  the  late  war  began,  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  minifter  of  Shutefbury  openly  appeared  to 
favour  the  Britifli  claims  over  America  ;  therefore 
the  people  fhut  him  out  of  their  meeting-houfe,  and 
he  afterwards  removed  from  the  town.  Yet  after 
the  war  he  fued  the  town  for  his  falary,  and  our 
courts  compelled  the  town  to  pay  it,  which  caufed 
minifterial  tyranny  to  appear  fo  odious,  that  no  min¬ 
ifter  of  that  order  hath  been  received  in  the  town 
fince.  Mr.  William  Ewing  was  called  to  preach 
there  for  feveral  years,  and  in  1779  he  was  elefted  a 
delegate  to  the  convention  who  formed  the  Mafla- 
chufetts  conftitution  of  government,  and  he  earneft- 
ly  oppofed  the  continuance  of  the  Congregational 
eftablifliment  therein,  as  other  Baptift  members  alfo 
did,  though  the  majority  prevailed  againft  them. 
A  happy  revival  of  religion  was  granted  in  Shutef¬ 
bury  in  1780,  when  a  Baptift  church  was  formed 
there,  and  Ewing,  mmiftered  to  the  town  until  1785, 
when  he  went  to  Rowley.  Mr.  Jofeph  Smeliage 
was  called  from  South-Brimfield  to  preach  at  Shutef¬ 
bury  direftly  after,  and  he  was  ordained  the  paftor 
of  this  church  in  Oftober,  1786,  and  they  have  en¬ 
joyed  many  bleflings  fmee,  and  he  is  continued  with 
them  to  this  time. 


VIII.  The 
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VIII.  The  AlTocIation  minutes  give  the  number  of 
,  members  m  the  churches  of  Leyden,  Chefterfield 

^  more  full  account  of  them, 
which  I  had  an  encouragement  of,  is  not  arrived. 
Mr.  Adam  Hamilton,  who  came  from  Britain,  had 
lived  fome  years  in  Weftfield,  before  a  revival  of 
re  igion  was  granted  there,  and  a  Baptift  church 
was  formed  in  1784,  and  he  was  ordained  their  paf- 
tor  in  November,  1785.  He  was  much  efteemed  as 
a  preacher  of  the  gofpel,  and  laboured  much  at 
home  and  abroad  ;  and  when  the  Danbury  Aflocia-' 
tion  was  formed,  he  had  a  chief  lead  therein  for  two 
or  three  yeais.  But  he  then  removed  to  New- York, 
and  was  miniiler  to  a  church  there  in  1793  ^  after 
which  he  came  back  to  Weftfield,  but  fell  into  fome 
Icandals,  which  caufed  him  to  ceafe  from  preaching. 
Another  Baptiil  church  was  formed  in  part  of  Weft- 
field  in  1785?  which  part  is  fince  incorporated  by  the 
name  of  RufTell,  and  Mr.  Ebenezer  Stow  is  their 
paflor.  ^  he  other  churches  in  the  county  of  Ham'p- 
fhire,  with  the  date  of  their  conftitution  and  their 
prefent  ftate  are  given  in  the  foregoing  lift,  from 
printed  minutes,  and  the  beft  information  I  could 
gain.  I  am  favoured  with  a  more  particular  ac¬ 
count  of  fome  of  the  following  churches. 

County  of  Berkjhire^ 

IX.  The  lands  near  the  head  of  Ifoufack  river, 

which  runs  into  the  Hudfon  at  Stillwater,  were  pur- 
chafed  by  fome  men  in  Providence  and  Coventry 
in  17665  and  a  number  of  men  removed  there  the 
next  year.  They  firft  called  the  place  New-Provi- 
dence  \  but  the  place  was  afterward  a  part  of  the 
town  of  Adams,  having  Lanefborough  on  the  fouth 
of  it,  until  part  of  feveral  towns  were  incorporated 
by  the  name  of  Chelhire  in  1793*  inhabit¬ 

ants  foon  fet  up  public  worftiip  among  them,  and 
being  joined  by  others  from  various  parts  of  the 

country, 
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country,  they  formed  a  Baptift  church  there,  Augufl: 
29,  1769.  Elder  Peter  Werden  paid  them  a  yifit  in 
the  fall  after  ;  and  as  many  of  them  had  been  his  peo- 
pie  before,  he  at  their  earneft  requeft  removed  there  in 
March,  1770.  He  was  born  June  6, 1728, and  ordained 
at  Warwick,  May  2 1,  1 75 1,  and,  after  many  labours 
in  thofe  parts,  now  removed  to  this  place,  and  hath 
been  much  of  a  leader  among  the  churches  who 
form  the  Shaftlbury  AlTociation.  An  uncommon 
death  in  the  beginning  of  1772,  with  a  fermon  at  the 
funeral,  was  the  means  of  beginning  a  revival  of 
religion  among  this  people  ;  and  in  the  fail 
after,  the  work  came  on  more  powerfully,  and  pre¬ 
vailed  through  the  winter.  As  the  church  gave 
a  written  account  of  this  work,  the  moll  material 
part  of  it  is  here  inferted.  They  fay,  “  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  God  began  to  be  more  manifellly  quickened, 
and  more  earnellly  engaged  than  they  before  had 
been.  Love  and  unity  daily  increafed,  and  concern 
of  mind  began  to  be  powerful  on  the  minds  of  the 
unregenerate  ;  and  not  long  after  fome  began  to  give 
hopeful  evidences  that  they  had  palTed  from  death 
unto  life.  The  firfl  of  our  young  converts  that 
made  a  public  declaration  of  what  God  had  done 
for  them,  were  received  into  the  church  and  bap¬ 
tized  on  November  15,  t773-  Soon  after  this,  dif- 
trefs  of  foul,  and  awakenings  on  the  confciences  of 
finners,  became  more  general,  fo  that  it  was  manifell 
by  their  uncommon  attention  and  folemnity  in  pub¬ 
lic  meetings,  and  their  earneft  inquiries  and  lamenta¬ 
ble  complaints  in  their  private  converfation,  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  was  operating  on  many  of  them  ;  and 
in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  winter  and  fpring,  we 
had  reafon  to  hope  that  near  forty  were  favingly 
brought  home  to  God,  by  a  living  union  to  Jefus 
Chrift.  Our  number  of  members  has  increafed  to 
about  eighty.  And  although  upon  the  moft  clofe 
inquiry,  there  appears  to  be  a  great  variety-  of  cir- 
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cumftances  in  the  fubjeds  of  the  late  work,  yet  in 
Jigs  there  appeared  a  general  agreement. 
A  clear  conviftion  of  fm,  of  the  univerfal  depravity 

the  reafonable  requirements  of 
•  n.  ^  declaration  of  vencreance 

againft  fm,  and  the  total  Ihutting  up  of  all  the  lources 
ol:  their  natural  hope,  which  is  ever  feeking  feme 
legal  qualification  to  prepare  for  God’s  mercy :  and 
Jen  a  difcovery  of  the  all-fufficient  righteoufnefs  of 
the  ^on  ot  God,  as  mediator  between  God  and  man, 
a  lenfible  union  to  God,  love  to  holinefs,  hatred  of 
fin,  union  to  the  children  of  God,  and  pity  and  be¬ 
nevolence  to  all  mankind  ;  in  thefe  and  in  other 
tnings  or  iike  nature,  there  appeared  a  very  general 
agreement.  The  meaiis  of  awakening  people  amoni^ 
us  have  been  various,  as,  the  preaching  of  the  word, 
prayer,  exhortation,  religious  converfation,  occur¬ 
rences  of  divine  providence,  and  the  like  ;  but  the 
public  relations  of  experiences,  of  thofe  who  have 
been  wrought  upon,  have  been  as  frequent  a  means 
as  any.  ^  The  rrioft  of  the  fubjefts  of  this  work  were 
in  the  vigour  of  youth,  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five 
years  ;  though  we  have  reafon  to  think  that  fome 
who  were  advanced  in  age,  and  fome  little  children, 
have  been  made  the  happy  partakers  of  the  falvation 
of  God.  This  church  does  not  receive  any  as  mem¬ 
bers,  but  fuch  as  give  fatisfying  evidences  that  they 
are  born  of  God,  neither  have  they  table-communion 
with  any  but  thofe  who  profefs  and  pratfife  believers" 
baptifm.  Ihey  make  no  bar  of  communion,  wheth¬ 
er  perfons  come  under  hands  or  not.  They  hold  to 
general  right  in  the  brethren  to  improve  their 
gifts,  and  yet  believe  that  the  church  ought  to  exer- 
cife  government  therein,  fo  that  the  church  may  be 
edified  by  the  gifts  of  the  brotherhood.  We  believe 
the^  entire  depravity  of  human  nature,  and  that  th« 
juftification  of  a  fmiier  before  God  is  alone  in  the 

righteoufneis 
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righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  This  was  publickly  read 
and  acknowledged  by  the  church  as  a  true  relation. 


Peter  Werden,  elder 


deacons. 


January  15,  1774.  SamUcl  Low/"’ 


Another  powerful  work  began  among  this  peo¬ 
ple  ill  1779,  which  increafed  the  church  to  133 
members  in  1782.  A  great  bleffing  was  again 
granted  in  1708,  which  caufed  the  addition  of  eigh¬ 
ty  members  to  this  church  in  a  year.  A  like  fa¬ 
vour  was  given  again  in  17915  fo  that  the  next  year 
they  had  194  members.  But  many  have  been  dil- 
mifled  to  other  churches,  while  forne  have  died,  and 
foine  have  been  excluded,  fo  that  their  prefent  num¬ 
ber  is  not  fo  large. 

X.  Elder  Nathan  Mafon  and  his  people,  who 
went  to  Nova-Scotia  in  1763,  enjoyed  many  fpiritual 
bleffings  there,  and  Mr.  Job  Seamans  was  con¬ 
verted,  and  began  to  preach  among  them  ;  but 
not  finding  the  lands  in  that  country,  nor  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  it,  to  anfwer  their  expeftations,  they  re¬ 
moved  back,  and  fettled  in  Lanefborough,  a  few 
miles  from  elder  Werden,  where  a  church  was 
eftabliflied  in ‘1771  ;  and  the  work  which  came  on 
in  1779  was  powerful  in  both  churches,  and  caufed 
fuch  a  friendfhip  between  them  as  gradually  remov¬ 
ed  the  feparation  that  had  been  handed  down  from 
their  fathers,  about  laying  on  of  hands  upon  every 
member.  His  church  increafed  to  150  members  in 
1784,  and  enjoyed  many  bleffings  afterwards.  But 
when  elder  Mafon  joined  with  elder  Leland  in  17915 
a  few  of  the  church  parted  from  him,  and  retain 
their  old  conftitution,  as  was  before  mentioned. 
Elder  John  Leland  was  born  in  the  county  of  Wor- 
ccfler,  and  was  baptized  and  began  to  preach  there 
in  1774.  In  the  fall  of  1776,  he  fet.  off  with  his 
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wife,  whom  he  had  newly  married,  and  removed  in¬ 
to  Virginia,  and  fettled  in  the  county  of  Orange  ; 
and  he  travelled  and  preached  abundantly  in  thcfe 
parts,  and  in  fourteen  years  he  baptized  607  per- 
lons,  and  chiefly  in  the  years  1780  and  1788,  in 
which  years  religion  was  greatly  revived  in  Virginia. 
He  was  very  helpful  in  obtaining  the  law,  in  1786, 
which  abolifhed  all  tax  and  compulfion  in  Virginia 
for  the  fupport  of  any  religious  minifters.  He  pub- 
iiflied  a  pamphlet  called  the  Virginia  Chronicle,  in 
which  was  the  addrefs  of  the  Baptifts  to  Prefident 
Wafliington,  and  his  anfwer,  which  we  have  referred 
to  under  1789*  He  has  alfo  publilhed  feveral  other 
things ;  and  he  returned  with  his  family  to  New- 
England  in  1791,  and  fettled  in  Chefliire,  in  that 
part  which  once  was  Lanefborough,  and  elder  Ma- 
fon  is  in  the  church  with  him,  which  is  now  lar^e. 

XL  Mr  "V  alentine  Rathbun  was  born  at  Stoning- 
ton,  in  December,  1723,  and  after  he,  with  many  of 
his  friends,  removed  to  Pittsfield,  they  formed  a 
Baptift  church  therein  1772,  and  he  was  ordained 
their  paftor,  and  they  became  a  large  church  in 
1780.  But  many  of  them  had  now  become  corrupt 
in  their  opinions,  and  imagined  that  great  and 
new  things  were  at  hand,  with  a  more  glorious  dif- 
pe'nfation  than  had  before  been  known.  And  in 
April  that  year  a  man  came  into  the  place,  and  in¬ 
formed  them,  that  a  company  of  Chriftians  appear¬ 
ed  above  Albany,  who  had  greater  light  and  power 
than  any  had  enjoyed  before  in  latter  ages ;  and 
many  went  up  and  joined  to  them,  among  whom 
w'ere  Mr.  Rathbun  of  Pittsfield,  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Johnfon,  a  Prefbyterian  minifter  in  New-Lebanon, 
weft  of  Pittsfield,  in  the  State  of  New'-York ;  and 
moft  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  town  received  them, 
as  well  as  a  large  part  of  elder  Rathbun’s  church. 
Though  in  about  three  months  he  left  them,  and 
publifhed  a  difcourfe  againft  their  abominations, 

dated 
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dated  December  5,  1780,  which  was  fo  well  receiv¬ 
ed,  that  it  paffed  five’  editions  in  a  year,  and  was 
read  much  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  His  brother 
Daniel  Rathbun  continued  with  them  about  four 
years,  and  then  he  came  out  from  them,  and  pub- 
lifhed  a  more  full  account,  of  their  delufions  than 
any  before  had  done.  But  though  thofe  Shakers  are 
now  reduced  to  a  fmall  number,  ahd  their  power  to 
deceive  others  feems  to  be  gone,  yet  many  who  had 
joined  with  them  have  turned  off  to  other  delufions, 
inlfead  of  coming  into  the  way  of  truth.  But  a  lew 
names  in  Pittsfield  are  ftedfaft  in  their  profeffion. 

XII.  The  place  now  called  Hancock  was  firfi: 
called  Jericho,  into  which  a  number  of  Baptifts  mov¬ 
ed  in  17685  and  following  years,  it  being  a  wilder- 
nefs  before,  upon  New- York  line  ;  and  they  met  for 
worfliip  with  a  number  of  brethren  who  lived  over 
faid  line,  until  they  chofe  to  be  a  fociety  by  them- 
felves,  where  Steventon  church  nov/  is.  Therefore 
in  June,  1772,  fifteen  perfons  in  Hancock  joined  in 
covenant  as  a  church  of  Chrilf,  and  elder  Clarke 
Rogers  became  their  minifter,  though  I  have  not 
obtained  the  date  of  his  ordination.  He  went  from 
Weff-Greenwich  in  the  State  of  Rhode-Illand,  from 
which  State  a  large  number  of  people  went,  who 
planted  that  northern  wilder nefs.  In  the  fall  and 
winter  after  this  church  was  formed,  a  powerful 
work  came  on  among  them.  They  fav,  There 
feemed  to  be  a  remarkable  out-pouring  of  God’s 
Spirit  on  the  people,  and  the  faints  w^ere  much  en¬ 
gaged  in  his  caufe,  while  the  word,  like  arrows,  pier¬ 
ced  the  hearts  of  fmners,  who  were  crying  out  un¬ 
der  the  guilt  of  fin  ;  and  when  fome  obtained  deliv¬ 
erance,  they  were  expreffing  the  joy  of  their  hearts, 
vifiting  their  neighbours,  warning  them  to  flee  from 
the  wrath  to  come,  and  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  of 
eternal  life.  Old  and  young  were  bov/ing  to  the. 
fceptre  of  king  Jefus,  and  with  one  united  voice  fay- 
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ing,  Bleffed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  hofanna  in  the  highell:.  There  were  open 
conferences  held  once  a  fortnight,  to  hear  the  dec¬ 
larations  of  any  who  defired  to  join  the  church  ; 
and  there  was  not  a  conference  for  many  months, 
but  that  fome  were  added  to  our  number.  Twenty 
were  baptized  in  one  day,  and  fifteen  more  in  about 
a  fortnight.  Our  number  increafed  in  one  year 
from  fifteen  to  one  hundred  and  eleven,  and  other 
churches  were  gathered  round  us,  and  fome  were 
given  tip  to  them  for  conveniency,  and  fome  few 
were  difcipHned  and  have  gone  off  from  us,  fo  that 
our  prelent  number  is  ninety-fix.’’  This  account 
was  figried  Auguft  13,  1774,  by  Clark  Rogers, 
elder,  David  Vaughn,  Caleb  Carr,  William  Doug- 
lals,  Jelfe  Southwick,  and  Ichabod  Southwick.  But 
in  the  moft  trying  time  of  the  war,  when  general 
Burgoyne  fent  out  part  of  his  army  towards  Ben¬ 
nington  in  1777,  and  captain  Douglafs  colleaed  hia 
company  together,  ready  to  march  againft  them 
next  morning,  fome  of  his  men  went  off  to  the  ene¬ 
my  in  the  night,  and  appeared  with  them  in  battle 
the  next  day,  when  fuch  a  viftory  was  gained  as 
greatly  revived  the  hearts  of  the  Americans,  and 
Burgoyne  and  his  army  were  captivated  foon  after. 

1  his  defeftion  of  fome  of  the  Baptifts  in  Hancock 
caufed  a  divifion  in  the  church,  and  another  was 
formed  and  continued  many  years  ;  but  they  are 
lately  united  again,  and  one  young  man  who  then 
went  to  the  enemy,  hath  not  only  manifefted  repent¬ 
ance,  but  alio  fuch  minifterial  gifts,  that  he  is  or¬ 
dained  the  pallor  of  a  large  Baptiff  church  near  the 
place  where  Burgoyne  was  taken.  How  marvellous 
are  the  works  of  God  ! 

XIII.  A  Baptifi:  church  was  formed  in  Walh- 
ington  in  November,  1777,  and  Mr.  John  Nichols 
is  their  paftor,  who  was  ordained  in  1784.  Another 
church  was  conftituted  in  Sandisfield  in  Auguft, 

1779. 
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1779,  and  elder  Jolhua  Morfe  became  their  pallor. 
He  was  born  in  an  uncultivated  part  of  Rhode-llland 
colony,  where  he  never  went  to  any  religious  meet¬ 
ing  antil  he  was  fixteen  years  old  ;  but  in  hearing 
the  clear  preaching  of  the  gofpel  foon  after,  he  not 
only  became  acquainted  with  experimental  religion, 
but  an  exhorter  of  others  to  regard  it,  until  he  com¬ 
menced  a  public  preacher,  and  he  was  ordained  the 
pallor  of  a  church  in  New-London  in  Connefticut, 
May  17,  17^0.  It  was  in  that  part  of  the  town 
which  is  now  fet  off  by  the  name  of  Montville.  The 
Stonington  Alfociation  met  there  in  1773,  the  year 
after  they  were  firft  formed.  Mr.  Morfe  was  much 
elleemed,  as  a  clear  preacher  of  the  gofpel,  with  un¬ 
common  folemnity,  and  with  much  fuccefs.  But  in 
the  time  of  the  war,  his  people  were  much  expofed 
to  the  enemy,  and  many  of  them  removed  away,  un¬ 
til  their  minifter,  by  the  advice  of  a  council,  remov¬ 
ed  alfo  and  fettled  at  Sandisfield,  where  his  public 
minillrations,  and  private  converfation,  were  edify¬ 
ing  and  beneficial,  and  occafionally  elfewhere,  until 
he  died  in  a  joyful  manner,  in  June,  1795? 
feventieth  year  of  his  age.  The  other  Baptill  church 
in  that  town  I  have  not  received  a  hiftory  of,  nor  of 
Great-Barrington  and  Williamllon. 

XIV.  Bullockfgrant  is  a  tra£l  of  land  which  was 
granted  to  fome  men  from  Rehoboth,  which  lies  be¬ 
tween  Chefhire  and  Hawdey,  but  is  not  yet  in¬ 
corporated  as  a  town.  A  number  of  people  from 
Middleborough,  Taunton,  and  Berkley,  have  alfo 
removed  there,  and  a  number  of  them  joined  to  the 
firft  church  in  Chelliire.  But  a  powerful  w’^ork 
came  on  among  them,  and  a  Baptift  church  was 
formed,  and  Mr.  Nathan  Hafldns  was  ordained 
their  pallor,  January  28,  1789.  He  w^ent  from 
Berkley  in  the  county  of  Briftol,  and  many  blelTmgs 
have  been  granted  under  his  miniftry  fince.  A  Bap- 
nft  church  was  formed  in  WelbStockbridge,  Janua- 
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ry  29,  1781,  and  Mr.  Elnathan  Wilcox  was  inflalled 
as  their  paftor  ;  but  they  were  afterwards  broken 
and  fcattered.  Yet  a  Baptift  church  was  gathered 
in  Stockbridge  and  WeftStockbridge  in  1790,  and 
Samuel  Whelpley,  A.  M.  was  ordained  their  paflor. 
He  was  graduated  by  the  college  at  Providence  in 
17905  and  ftill  continues  with  that  people.  J  have 
not  obtained  a  particular  hiilory  of  the  other  Bantift 
churches  in  that  county. 

XV.  But  a  particular  account  of  the  change 
which  was  wrought  in  one  perfon,  may  give  a  more 
clear  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  work  that  was  going 
on  in  thofe  paits.  A  poor  woman  who  was  brought 
up  in  the  wildernefs,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  have 
learned  to  read,  gave  the  following  relation  of  her 
experiences,  in  the  time  of  the  revival  at  Hancock 
in  the  fall  and  winter  of  1772,  1773.  She  faid,  I 
lived  in  Little-Houfack,  and  I  heard  of  a  w.onderful 
work  of  God  in  Jericho,  how  many  were  converted, 
which  caufed  me  to  reflet  on  my  part  life,  which 
terrified  me  much.  One  night  I  dreamed  that  the 
.devil  was  come  for  me  ;  I  thought  he  came  in  a 
flaflr  of  fire,  which  ftruck  me  down  to  hell,  into 
great  torment  ;  then  I  lamented  my  condition,  how 
I  had  neglefted  my  falvation,  and  now  my  day  was 
over.  Thus  1  awoke  in  great  furprife,  and  told  my 
hufband,  who  told  rrie  not  to  regard  it,  for  dreams 
were  nothing.  But  my  guilty  confcience  terrified 
me  fo  that  I  could  have  no  reft,  day  nor  night  :  mv 
fins  appeared  very  heinous,  until  I  thought  I  could 
not  live  long  under  fuch  horror.  I  went  one  day  to 
meeting  at  Jericho,  and  thought  I  would  never  re¬ 
turn  till  I  had  found  fome  relief,  for  I  could  not  live 
fo  ;  and  I  went  and  heard  the  number  of  fifteen  tell 
the  dealings  of  God  with  them  ;  and  they  would  tell 
my  heart,  only  they  had  found  deliverance,  and  I 
had  not,  which  made  me  think  there  was  no  mercy 
fpr  me  :  I  was  an  undone  creature,  and  my  fins  ap¬ 
peared 


199 


,795-]  OF  NEW-EN  GLAND. 

pc3.rcd  more  heinous  tli3.n  be£ore«  There  wss  n 
le£lure  in  the  evening,  and  I  went  to  hear  it,  and  the 
minifter  preached  very  powerfully,  and  inftead  of 
yielding  me  any  relief,  it  added  to  my  torment.  ^  I 
I  thought  I  had  one  more  fermon  to  account  with 
God  for,  unlefs  I  obtained  pardon  through  Jefus 
Chrift,  which  I  thought  was  not  for  me,  I  had  been 
fuch  a  great  finner.  My  load  was  fo  heavy  that  I 
thought  1  could  not  bear  up  under  it.  I  • 

fifter  out  of  meeting,  and  told  her  that  I  felt  fo  that 
it  feemed  as  though  I  could  not  live.  She  gave  me 
but  little  anfwer,  and  meeting  being  over,  I  went  to 
a  houfe  to  lodge,  and  the  people  were  talking  of  re¬ 
ligion,  but  I  was  no  company  for  them.  I  felt  like 
a  lonefome  monument  of  God’s  difpleafure.  I  got 
but  a  little  fleep  that  night.  Next  morning  1  fet  out 
to  go  home,  and  thefe  words  were  ufhered  into  my 
mind.  Turn,  O  fmner,  why  will  you  die  ?  But  I 
thought  I  had  done  all  that  I  could,  and  there  was 
no  mercy  for  me ;  then  thefe  thoughts  came  into 
my  mind.  You  have  not  given  up  your  heart  to 
God  ;  and  I  found  my  whole  heart  fo  be  a  fink  of 
fin,  and  that  I  had  been  at  enmity  againft  a  juft  and' 
holy  God  all  my  life  long,  and  that  God  was*  angry 
with  the  wicked  every  day  ;  and  1  faw  myfelf  to  be 
fuch  a  creature  that  I  wondered  that  he  would  fuffer 
me  to  walk  on  his  footftool.  I  wondered  that  the 
earth  did  not  open  and  fwallow  me  up  ;  as  I  pafled 
along  I  was  afraid  that  every  tree  would  fall  on  me 
and  dafh  me  to  pieces,  and  I  would  run  to  get  clear 
of  one,  and  the  fear  of  another  would  take  me. 
Still  thefe  w'ords  would  follow  me.  Turn,  O  finner, 
why  will  you  die  ?  At  length  I  was  brought  to  view 
the  juftice  of  God,  and  that  I  was  a  rebel  juftly  con¬ 
demned,  and  had  been  provoking  God  to  anger  all 
my  life  long,  and  was  now  about  to  receive  the  juft 
reward  of  my  deeds,  and  could  only  plead  guilty  be¬ 
fore  God,  on  which  confideration  I  was  brought  to 

yield 
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yield  myfelf  into  his  hands,  with  this  repeated  crv 
Mercy,  Lord,  mercy  if  pojllble  ;  though  I  could  fee 
no  way  that  God  could  be  juft  and  thew  mercy  to 

1  *  *'  1  .  I  was,  as  it  were, 

linking  with  thefe  melancholy  thoughts,  thofe  w'ords 

were  ufliered  into  my  mind  in  a  remarkable  manner, 
I  e  believe  in  God,  believe  alfo  in  me.  Thefe  words 
gave  me  fome  glimpfe  of  hope.  The  heft  of  mv 
burden  feemed  to  be  taken  away,  and  I  felt  calm 
and  peaceable,  but  could  not  tell  what  it  might  be. 
I  thought  that  if  I  was  converted  I  fiiould  fee  Chrift, 
and  I  would  go  out  in  the  evening,  and  look  on  the 
firmament,  expeHing  to  fee  Chrift  ;  but  then  jhefe 
words  were  ufhered  into  my  mind.  Peace  to  all  the 
children  of  God,  and  peace  to  thy  foul.  Then  I  went 
in  and  got  the  Bible,  for  my  hulband  to  try  to  learn 
me  to  read,  and  I  could  fpell  a  little :  and  as  I  tried 
to  read  I  thought  the  Lord  aflifted  me  in  reading  ; 
and  I  faid,  Hulband,  it  Teems  to  me  that  the  Lord 
aflifts  me  in  reading,  I  never  could  read  fo  before. 
I  had  no  fooner  fpoken  than  my  foul  was  filled  with 
divine  love,  yea,  more  than  full.  I  thought  there 
was  enough  for  all  the  world  to  fwim  away  unto  the 
blifsful  fhores  of  eternal  day.  My  tongue  broke  out 
in  raptures  of  praife,  crying,  Glory,  glory  to  God 
in  the  higheft  !  for  he  hath  redeemed  my  foul  from 
the  horrible  pit !  I  thought  I  wanted  to  tell  all  the 
world  of  the  fulnefs  there  was  in  Chrift.’* 
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1.  A  concife  View  of  the  DiJlriSl  of  Maine,  IL  Ac¬ 
counts  of  Baptiji  Churches  in  the  County  of  Tork, 
III.  County  of  Cumberland,  IV.  Controverftes  about 
Land  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  V.  Of  the  Firft 
Baptift  Churches  therein,  VI.  Of  their  great  In- 
creafe  ftnce  ij go,  VII.  Of  their  Faith  and  Order ^ 
and  Opprejfon  from  others,  VIII.  Of  the  Counties  of 
Hancock  and  Wajhington^  with  a  Review  of  Lincoln, 

I.  The  kings  of  England  claimed  a  po.wer  of  giv¬ 
ing  the  lands  of  the  Heathen  in  America  to  their  fub- 
jefts  ;  and  in  1639  a  grant  was  made  to  Sir  Ferdi- 
nando  Gorges^of  all  the  lands  betweenPifcataquaand 
Sagadahockjand  an  hundred  and  twenty  miles  into  the 
country,  under  the  name  of  The  Province  of  Maine* 
But  this  grant,  and  all  others  of  the  like  nature, 
vi^ere  imitations  of  the  Pope  of  Rome,  who  received 
his  power  from  the  old  dragon.  And  the  infpired  apof- 
tie  fays,  I  beheld  another  bead  coming  up  out  of  the 
earth,  and  he  had  two  horns  like  a  lamb,  and  he 
fpake  like  a  dragon,  and  he  exercifeth  all  the  power 
of  the  firft  beaft.  Rev.  xiii.  2,  11,  12.  'The  fame 
power  had  before  granted  the  charter  of  the  Mafla- 
chufetts,  which  extended  three  miles  north  of  every 
part  of  Merrimack  river,  which  they  conftrued  fo  as 
to  reach  a  line  from  the  head  of  the  river  to  Cafco 
Bay.  And  though  New-Hamplhire  was  taken  from 
them  in  1680,  yet  they  exercifed  a  power  beyond 
it  afterwards.  In  1681  a  number  of  men  came  from 
Kittery  to  Bofton,  and  joined  to  the  Baptift  church 
there,  one  of  whom  was  William  Screven,  to  whom 
they  gave  an  approbation  to  preach  the  gofpel,  Jan¬ 
uary  II,  1682.  'But  he  was  perfecuted  for  preach¬ 
ing  in  thofe  parts,  by  minifters  and  rulers.  Yet 
elder  Hull  and  others  .were  fent  from  Bofton,  by  the 
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requeft  of  thofe  people,  to  organize  a  church  among 
them.  Our  firft  volume, p.  502 — 505.  And  a  church 
•was  conftituted  in  Kittery,  September  25,  1682,  con- 
fifting  of  William  Screven,  elder,  Humphry  Church- 
.  wood,  deacon,  Robert  Williams,  John  Morgandy, 
Richard  Cutts,  Timothy  Davis,  Leonard  Dro-wn, 
William  Adams,  Humphry  Azell,  George  Litten, 
and  a  number  of  fillers.  Elder  Screven  and  others 
were  repeatedly  carried  to  courts,  where  fentences 
were  palTed  againft  them,  of  fines  and  imprifonment, 
until  they  removed  from  fuch  perfecutors  ;  and 
Screven  went  to  South- Carolina,  and  became  the 
pallor  of  the  Baptifl  church  in  Charleflon,  from 
whence  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Ellis  Callender,  of  Boflon, 
June  2,  1707.  He  wrote  again  to  him,  Auguft  6, 
1708,  and  faid,  “  I  rejoice  that  you  are  inclined  to, 
and  employed  in  the  blelTed  work  of  the  Lord,  for 
the  fupport  of  his  caufe  and  the  comfort  of  his  faints, 
left  of  that  poor  languifhing  church  with  you.” 
Coloriel  Thomas  Screven,  a  leading  man  amongft 
the  Baptifts  now  in  Charlefton,  fprang  from  him. 
Leonard  Drown  removed  to  Bollon,  and  his  fon  was 
deacon  in  the  Baptifl  church  there  for  many  years, 
and  his  poflerlty  remain  in  thefe  parts  ever  fince,  one 
of  whom  is  a  fellow  of  our  college  at  Providence. 
But  we  hear  no  more  of  any  Baptifl  church  in 
thofe  parts  for  above  eighty  years  after. 

11.  There  was  a  revival  of  religion  in  Berwick 
about  the  time  that  there  was  through  a  great  part 
‘  of  the  country,  and  after  Mr.  Hezekiah  Smith  was 
fettled  at  Haverhill,  he  was  fent  for  to  Berwick,  in 
1 767,  and  baptized  a  confiderable  number  ;  and  he 
went  again  the  next  year  and  affifled  in  forming  a 
Baptifl  church  there,  June  28,  1768.  Mr.  Jofhua 
Emery  was  their  teacher,  though  he  was  not  ordain¬ 
ed  ;  and  they  gave  in  certificates  of  their  fociety  ac¬ 
cording  to  law,  and  yet  were  taxed  to  parifh  minif- 
ters,.  and  fpoilin^  of  goods  or  imprifonment  was 
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fiercely  purfued  for  fome  years,  for  the  colleftion  of 
thofe  taxes,  until  fome  trials  in  courts  put  a  flop 
thereto.'  Our  fecond  volume, p.  263.  A  divifioii  took 
place  in  this  church  and  fociety  a  few  years  after, 
and  Mr.  Emery  preached  to  one  part,  and  Mr.  V/il- 
liam  Hooper  was  ordained  paftor  of  the  other, 
Augufl  14,  1776,  in  which  office  he  hath  continued' 
ever  fmce.  He  was  born  at  Berwick,  February  28, 
1747,  but  he  refides  at  Madbury,  where  is 'a  branch 
of  this  church,  and  he  preaches  part  of  his  time  at 
each  place.  Sanford  is  above  Berwick,  where  a 
Baptifl  church  was  formed,  and  Mr.  Pdati'ah  Ting- 
ley,  who  went  from  Attleborough,  was  ordained 
there,  Oftober  22,  1772.  But  he  afterwards  re¬ 
moved  to  Waterborough,  where  he  is  paftor  of  a 
church  that  is  not  in  full  fellowfliip  with  moft  of  our 
Baptifl  churches  ;  though  another  church  was  form-* 
ed  in  that  town  in  their  fellowfhip,  and  Mr.  Henry 
Smith  \vas  ordained  their  paflor  in  1794.  A  Bap¬ 
tifl  church  was  formed  at  Wells,  in  1780,  and  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Lord,  of  Berwick,  was  ordained  their  paf¬ 
tor.  Dr.  Mofes  Hemmenway  lives  in  that  town, 
whofe  writings  have  been  before  mentioned.  A 
Baptifl  church  was  formed  in  Coxhall,  October  29, 

1 78  2,  and  Mr.  Simon  Lock  was  ordained  their  paftor, 
December  18,  1783.  Mr.  Tozer  Lord,  an  older 
brother  to  Nathaniel,  was  ordained  in  a  church  at 
Lebanon,  above  Berwick,  in  1 776  ;  but  that  church 
is  dilfolved,  and  he  now  is  minifter  of  a  church  in 
Shapleigh.  Another  church  was  formed  in  that 
town  in  1785,  and  Mr.  Nehemiah  Davis  is  their  paf¬ 
tor.  Mr.  Zebadiah  Richardfon  was  minifter  of  the 
church  at  Sanford  ip  1788,  who  is  now  paftor  of  a 
church  inFryburgh,  on  the  weft  borders  of  the  county 
of  York.  There  was  a  powerful  work  in  Francif- 
burgh  imiySS,  from  whence  above‘  twenty  perfons 
joined  to  Sanford  church.  A  Baptifl  church 'was 
formed  in  Cornifh  in  1792. 

O  2  IIL  The 
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III.  The  firffc  Baptift  church  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland  was  formed  at  Goreham,  by  affiftance 
from^  Haverhill,  June  20,  1768..  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ha¬ 
verhill,  had  been  fent  for,  and  baptized  fome  perfons 
there  the  fall  before.  An  account  of  their  fuifer- 
ings  is  in  our  fecond  volume,  p.  279.  It  is  faid  that 
a  majority  of  them  have  fince  embraced  the  opinion 
of  general  redemption,  and  yet  hold  to  the  final  perfe- 
verance  of  the  faints  ;  and  they  are  not  in  fellowihip 
withmoftof  our  churches.  ABaptift  church  was  form¬ 
ed  in  New-Gloucefter  in  May,  1782,  and  they' tried 
various  ways  to  get  clear  of  oppreffion  from  the 
Congregational  party,  and  to  fupport  their  own  wor- 
ihip,  until  they  applied  to  our  legiflature,  and  ob¬ 
tained  an  incorporation  of  a  Baptift  fociety,  inverted 
with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  of  other  parifhes. 
But  in  about  four  years  many  of  them  found  this  to 
be  fuch  a  bondage,  that  they  renounced  the  fcheme, 
and  formed  a  new  Baptift  church  in  Oftober,  1794, 
and  they  joined  to  theBowdoinham  Affociation  in  Au- 
guft,  .1795.  A  number  of  people  in  Harpfwell  had 
experienced  a  happy  change  in  former  times,  and  a 
frefli  revival  began  among  them  in  1783,  which  led 
on  to  the  forming  of  a  Baptift  church  there,  January 
20,  1785.  Mr.  James  Potter  had  laboured  with  fuc- 
cefs  among  them,, and  on  Odober  6,  1785,  he  was  or¬ 
dained  there  as  a  travelling  minifter  ;  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Woodward  who  was  raifed  up  among  them,  was  or¬ 
dained  their  paftor  in  October,  1792.  In  the  mean 
time  fuch  a  rain  of  righteoufnefs  was  granted  in  thofe 
parts,  as  caufed  the wildernefs  to  become'  a  fruitful 
field  ;  and  three  churches  were  formed  in  one  year. 
Thofe  of  Hebron  and  Buckfield  were  formed  in  Au- 
guft,  and  that  of  Paris  in  November,  1791  ;  and  Mr. 
James  Hooper,  brother  to  William,  was  ordained  at 
Paris,  June  25,  1795.  Mr.  Samuel  Flagg,  who  went 
from  Bofton,  is  preaching  at  Hebron.  Mr.  Abra¬ 
ham  Cummings,  who  was  educated  in  the  college  at 
Providence,  where  he  took  his^firft  degree  in  1776, 

preached 
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preached  for  fome  years  in  the  Congregational  way, 
until  he  was  convinced  that  believers’  baptifin  was 
the  way  that  Chrift  inhituted,  and  was  baptized  in 
March,  1783  ;  and  in  the  fpring  of  1787  he- remov¬ 
ed  into  the  county  of  Cumberland,  and  preached  fo 
much  in  the  parilh  of  Freeport,  that  they  gave  him  a 
good  farm,  but  he  could  not  be  ordained  as  a  parilh 
minifter  becaufe  he  could  not  fprinkle  infants.  He 
hath  travelled  and  preached  in  many  of  our  new 
plantations,  but  a  number  of  perfons  were  baptized 
in  North-Yarmouth  in  the  fall  of  1795,  who  pur- 
pofe  to  form  a  church  there,  and  to  call  him  to  be 
their  minifter.  He  lately  publilhed  a  difeourfe  upon 
baptifm.  The  late  revival  was  powerful  in  Liver¬ 
more,  and  a  Baptift  church  was  formed  there,  Au- 
guft  7»  1793.  Two  brethren,  Elifha  Williams  and 
Otis  Robinfon,  are  preachers  among  them,  though 
not  ordained.  The  firft  of  them  is  a  fon  of  Dr. 
Williams,  of  Eaft-Hartford,  and  was  educated  at  Yale 
college  ;  but  the  fpiritual  teaching  which  he  hath 
received  in  that  wildernefs,  he  prefers  above  all  hu¬ 
man  learning.  The  other  went  from  Attleborough. 
A  Baptift  church  w^as  formed  at  Sudbury  Canada, 
Auguft  30,  1 795. 

IV.  The  great  colle£lion  of  the  waters  of  the  riv¬ 
ers  Kennebeck  and  Androfeoggin,  with  the  rivers  that 
fall  into  them,  were  called  Sagadahock.  Amumber 
of  men  came  from  England,  and  began  a  plantation 
there  in  1607,  thirteen  years  before  our  fathers  be¬ 
gan  at  Plymouth,  but  they  went  back  again  the  next 
year.  But  the  colony  of  Plymouth  obtained  a  grant 
from  England  of  a  traft  of  land  of  fifteen  miles  wide 
on  each  fide  of  Kennebeck  river,  where  they  carried 
on  a  trade  with  the  Indians  from  1630  to  1661, 
when  they  fold  the  fame  to  four  men.  Though  in 
the  mean  time  after  the  parliament  of  England  had 
prevailed  againft  the  king  who  made  thofe  grants  of 
American  lands,  particular  men  obtained  deeds  of  a 

great 
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great  part  of  them  from  Indian  Sachems,  until  an 
agent  for  the  Maffachufetts  bought  the  whole  of  Gor¬ 
ges  s  grant  of  his  heirs  in  1676,  and  then  thofe  lands 
were  claimed  by  this  government.  And  the  charter 
of  1691  gave  them  all  the  lands  from  thence  to  Nova- 
Scotia,  and  this  government  have  been  often  granting 
lands  fince  to  particular  men  unto  this  time.  So  that 
a  great  part  of  the  fame  lands  have  been  claimed  by 
grants  from  the  crown,  by  deeds  from  the  Indians, 
and  by  grants  from  the  legiilature  of  theMalfachufetts. 
Unfpeakable  troubles  and  cofls  of  courts  have  been 
caufed  by  thefe  oppofite  claims,  and  when  thefe  con- 
troverfies  will  all  be  fettled  no  man  can  tell.  A 
gentleman  who  wa$  born  in  Berwick,  but  now  lives 
in  Boflon,  and  is  attorney-general  for  this  State,  pub- 
Hlhed  a  hiftory  of  the  diftri^l  of  Maine  in  1 795,  which 
gives  much  light  into  thefe  affairs.  Yet  he  appears 
to  be  not  fo  clear  in  religious  matters.  For  he  fays, 
There  never  was  any  thing  like  perfecution  in  the 
diftrift  of  Maine,  nor  was  there  much  pains  taken,' 
in  the  fettlement  of  it,  to  eftablifh  a  regular  fupport 
for  the  clergy  :  the  want  of  this  was  a  great  injury 
to  the  people,  for  experience  fully  advocates  the  point, 
that  without  a  regular  fixed  mode  of  eflablifhing 
teachers  of  piety,  religion  and  morality,  a  country 
can  never  be  made  virtuous  and  happy/^  And  yet 
he  afterwards  fays,  In  theprefent  ftateof  our  gov¬ 
ernments  in  America,  and  in  the  enlightened  age  in 
which  we  live,  religious  opinions,  however  ftrongly 
they  may  be  exprelfed,  or  however  forcibly  they  may 
be  urged,  can  do  us  no  hurt/’^  But  all  ought  to 
know,  that  reviling  and  lying  as  well  as  fpoiling  of 
goods  and  imprifonment,for  matters  of  confcience,are 
perfecution  in  the  fight  of  God.  Matt.  v.  lo,  1 1.  Heb. 
X,  32 — '34.  And  have  there  been  nothing  like  thefe 
in  the  diftricl  of  Maine  ?  And  if  religious  opinions 
can  do  no  hurt  in  our  governments,  how  can  teach- 


*  Sullivan’s  Hifbory,  p.  79,  23: 
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ers  of  piety,  religion  and  morality  do  any  good 
therein  ?  For  thefe  virtues  are  plainly  defcribed  in- 
the  word  of  God,  who  fays.  If  any  have  children  or 
nephews,  let  them  learn  firft  to  fitew  piety  at  home, 
and  to  requite  their  parents,  i  Tim.  v.  4.  Pure  re¬ 
ligion  and  undefiled,  before  God  and  the  Father,  is 
this.  To  vifit  the  fatherlefs  and  widows  in  their  afflic¬ 
tion,  and  to  keep  himfelf  unfpotted  from  the  world. 
James  i.  27.  Therefore  all  things  whatfoever  ye 
would  that  men  Ihould  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  fo  to 
them  ;  for  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets.  Matt, 
vii.  12.  This  is  God’s  defcription  of  piety,  religion 
and  morality  ;  but  all  men  who  fupport  religious 
worfflip  by  force,  violate  thefe  rules,  more  or  lefs. 
The  nation  of  Ifrael  was  the  only'vifible  church  in 
the  world  which  God  empowered  to  ufe  the  fword 
in  religious  affairs ;  all  adulterers,  idolaters  and  blaf- 
phemers  were  to  die  without  mercy.  And  whenChrift 
by  his  death  had  abolilhed  all  hereditary  diftindions 
among  mankind,  and  built  his  church  of  thofe  who 
were  born  again  among  all  nations,  the  power  of  his 
gofpel  dafhed  the  great  Roman  empire  to  pieces,  with¬ 
out  any  help  from  the  fword  of  the  magiftrate. 
But  myftery  Babylon  was  built,  by  confounding  na¬ 
ture  and  grace,  church  and  world  together.  And 
■when  the  fathers  of  the  Maffachufetts  fled  from  her 
tyranny  to  America,  they  formed  a  government  in  ■ 
imitation  of  the  church  of  Ifrael,  and  they  made  a 
law  to  put  all  adulterers  to  death,  the  year  after  they 
firft  came  to  Bofton.  And  they  had  plain  fcripture 
for  it,  if  the  church  of  Chrift  is  in  the  fame  covenant 
that  God  made  with  Abraham  ;  for  by  that  cove¬ 
nant  all  adulterers  were  to  be  put  to  death,  and  all 
baftards  were  excluded  from  the  church.  Levit.  xx. 
10.  Deut.  xxiii.  But  the  circumcifion  of  the  heart 
is  effentially  neceffary,  to  give  any  perfon  a  right  in 
the  church  of  Chrift.  Therefore  an  infpired  apoftle 
fays.  Beware  of  dogs,  beware  of  evil  workers,  beware 
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of  the  concifion.  For  we  are  the  circumcifion,  who 
worlhip  God  m  the  fpint,  and  rejoice  in  Chrift  Tefus 
and  have  no  confidence  in  the  flefh.  Phil.  hi.  2 
All  men  who  truft  in  any  arm  of  flelh,  are  curfed  with 
mdnefs,  fo  as  not  to  fee  when  good  cometh  ;  but 
they  who  trull  in  the  Lord,  and  make  him  their 
hope,  are  like  trees  planted  by  a  river,  whofe  leaf 
fhall  be  green,  and  they  lhall  not  ceafe  from  yield¬ 
ing  fruit.  Jer.  xvn.  5— -8.  And  all  mankind  are  in 
one  or  the  other  of  thefe  two  claffes. 

.  Y'  J-here  was  but  little  appearance  of  relig¬ 
ion  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  until  God  poured  his 
bpirit  upon  them  within  a  few  years  pall.  Mr.  James 
Potter  was  born  there  in  1734,  and  was  awakened 
to  lome  lenfe  of  fin  when  he  was  about  ten  years 
old ;  and  convidions  followed  him,  from  time  to 
Hme,  until  a  clear  deliverance  was  granted  him 
Oaober  3,  1781.  And  he  fays,  “Now  I  began  to 

^  formerly  had  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chilli,  and  of  the  plan  of  falvation  ;  for  when  I  had 
a  difcovery  of  a6lual  fins,  and  of  the  danger  I  was 
expofed  to  thereby,  I  would  repent  and  reform,  and 
think  what  a  glorious  Saviour  Chrill  was,  and  that 
fome  time  or  other  he  would  fave  me  from  hell,  and 
take  me  to  glory,  with  a  defire  to  be  happy,  but  no 
delire  to  be  holy.  But,  glory  be  to  God  !  he  now 
gave  me  another  view  of  falvation.  Now  I  faw  his 
law  to  be  holy,  and  loved  it,  though  I  and  all  my 
conduft  were  condemned  by  it.  Now  I  faw  that 
God  s  jullice  did  not  llrike  againll  me  as  his  creature, 
but  as  a  finner  ;  and  that  Chrill  died  not  only  to 
fave  from  ^punilhment,  but  from  fin  itfelf.  I  faw 
that  Chrill’s  office  was  not  only  to  make  men  happy, 
but  alfo  to  make  them  holy,  and  the  plan  now  looked 
beautiful  to  me,  and  I  had  no  defire  to  have  the  leall 
tittle  of  it  altered,  but  all  my  cry  was  to  be  conformed 
to  this  glorious  plan.”  Our  fecond  volume,  p.  394. 

It  was  then  a  very  cold  and  llupid  feafon  all  round 

him  ; 


209 


1795-]  OF  NEW-ENGLAND. 

him  ;  but  the  views  which  were  then  given  him  of  the 
glory  of  the  gofpel,  and  of  the  worth  of  immortal 
fouls,  with  the  call  of  God  to  him  to  hold  up  the 
light  which  was  given  him  to  others,  caufed  him  to 
leave  the  management  of  his  farm  to  his  family,  and 
to  go  from  houfe  to  houfe,  in  his  own  town  and  to 
neighbouring  places,  to  hold  forth  light  to  all  he 
could  converfe  with,  about  the  great  concerns  of  the 
foul  and  eternity.  And  in  the  fpring  of  1782,  he 
fays,  The  work  began  to  break  out  wonderfully. 
Some  were  in  great  diftrefs,  and  others  praifing  God, 
and  inviting  others  to  come  away  to  Jefus  Chrift.’^ 
And  a  number  of  them  were  brought  to  hold  believ¬ 
ers^  baptifm,  before  they  had  ever  feen  a  Baptifl 
minifler.  Mr.  Job  Macomber  was  then  preaching 
at  New-Gloucefter,  and,  hearing  of  the  work  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  he  went  there  in  December, 

1782,  and  preached  in  feveral  places  with  great  fat- 
isfadion  ;  and  in  January,  1783,  he  wrote  a  letter 
to  Middleborough  about  it,  which  was  read  to  Mr. 
Ifaac  Cafe,  which  had  fuch  an  efFefl:  upon  his  mind, 
that,  he  was  ordained  for  the  purpofe  in  September, 

1783,  and  went  direftly  into  thofe  parts,  and  preach¬ 
ed  with  fuccefs  in  Harpfwell,  and  then  with  greater 
power  at  Thomafton,  where  he  firfl  arrived  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1784.  Mr.  Macomber  alfo  removed  to  Bow- 
doinham,  in  the  fell  of  1783,  at  the  requeft  of  the 
people.  And  in  the  fpring  Mr.  Lock  was  fent  for 
from  Coxhall,  and  a  Baptifl  church  was  formed  in 
Bowdoinham,  May  24,  and  another  at  Thomafton 
May  27,  1784.  And  Mr.  Macomber  was  ordained 
the  paftor  of  the  firfl  of  thefe  churches,  Auguft  18, 

1784,  while  Mr.  Cafe  was  fettled  as  the  paftor  of  the 
other,  having  been  ordained  before.  Macomber  was 
fon  to  a  Congregational  deacon  in  Middleborough, 
but  joined  to  the  firfl  Baptifl  church  there  in  1772, 
began  to  preach  in  1774,  and  laboured  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  until  he  fettled  where  he  now 

is. 
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is.  Cafe  was  born  in  Rehoboth,  February  2  c 
1761,  met  with  a  change  in  December,  1779,  began 
to  preach  m  July,  1780,  and  was  an  early  member 
ot  the  Baptift  church  of  Dighton,  where  he  was  or- 
darned  September  10,1783,  and  went  diredly  into 
thofe  paits,  where  he  is  itill  ufeful.  As  there  was  a 
great  field  for  labour,  and  Mr.  Eliflia  Snow,  of 
1  homaflon,  was  called  into  the  work,  their  elders 
and  brethren  met  at  Harpfweil,  June  ii,  1788,  and 
ordained  him  as  an  itinerant  minifter.  On  the  29th 
of  the  fame  month  a  Baptilf  church  was  formed  in 
Vafialborough,  and  another  at  Bowdoin  in  th&  fall 
where  Mr.  Potter  lived,  and  he  became  their 
paftor.  Mr.  Humphrey  Purinton  is  alfo  a  ufeful 
preacher  in  that  church.  And  a  Baptift  church  was 
formed  at  Ballfton,  January  3,  1789*  The  churches 
of  Bowdoinham,  Ihomafton,  and  Harpfweil,  began 
theii  Aflociation  in  1787,  which  had  become  fix 
churches  in  Auguft,  lygo,  and  317  members. 

VI.  Thefe  new  churches  in  a  wildernefs  had  the 
powers  of  the  world  againft  them,  and  alfo  many 
under  the  Baptift  name,  who  gathered  fome  church¬ 
es  who  held  to  doffrines  which  they  could  not  have 
fellowfhip  with,  while  they  had  many  difficulties 
among  themfelves.  Yet  God  was  pleafed  to  grant  a 
freffi  revival  among  them.  The  fecond  Baptift 
church  in  Bowdoin  was  conftituted,  Auguft  17, 
1791,  and  Mr.  William  Stinfon  was  ordained  their 
paftor  July  5,  1792'.  Another  church  was  formed 
Jn  Sidney,  June  20,  lygi,  and  Mr.  Afa  Wilbur  was 
ordained  their  paftor,  November  13,  1793.  Mr. 
Lemuel  Jackfon,  a  member  of  that  church,  was  or¬ 
dained  as  a  travelling  minifter  the  fame  day.  The 
firft  of  them  was  born  in  Bridgewater,  the  other  in 
Middleborough  in  the  county  of  Plymouth.  Mr. 
Potter  was  very  fuccefsful  in  Lewifton,  from  the  be- 
ginning  of  his  public  labours,  and  many  joined  to  his 
church  from  thence,  until  they  obtained  a  regular 

difmiffion. 


i5''  '.■•'•.-“'?’-H‘'''fc^-I"'=^''?. 


’7950 


OF  NEW-ENGL,AND,  211 


difniiffion,  and  a  church  of  22  members  was  form¬ 
ed  ill  Lewifton,  March  3,  1792.  And  on  Augull  3, 
i7Q'2  thirteen  of  their  members  were  difmifled,  and 
forrned  a  church  in  Greene.  They  ^  alfo  difmiifed 
fourteen  more,  who  formed  the  third  church  lU 
Bowdoin,  February  13,  1794.  at  which  time  they 
had  59  members  left.  And  they  fay,  It  appeaivS 
that  elder  James  Potter,  and  elder  William  Stinfon, 
were  the  inftruments  that  the  Lord  blelfed  in  the 
awakening  the  greateft  part  of  thefe,  who  appear  to 
have  been  brought  out  of  nature’s  darknels  into  the 
glorious  liberty  of  the  gofpel.”  A  Baptift  church 
was  formed  at  Readheld  May  ii,  ’79^?  elder 
Cafe  retnoved  and  became  their  pallor,  leaving  the 
church  in  Thomafton  under  the  care  of  elder  Snow. 
And  on  July  27,  ^792,  a  church  was  formed  in 
Stirling,  now  called  Fayette,  and  elder  Eliphalet 
Smith  became  their  paftor.  He  was  converted  at  ‘ 
Stratham  in  1764,  and  was  ordained  the  paftor  of  a 
Congregational  church  in  Deerfield,  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  in  January  1770,  though  he  and  the  majority 
of  his  church  became  Baptifts  in  June  following. 
Our  fecond  vol.  p.  267.  Ent  in  feme  years  after 
he  removed  into  the  county  of  Lincoln,  and  now 
became  the  paftor  of  this  church,  A  Baptift  church 
was  formed  on  Mifeongus  Ifland,  near  Briftol,  in 

1792,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Fuller,  who  went  from  Mid- 
dleborough,  was  ordained  therein,  October  30, 

1793.  Another  church  was  formed  at  Cufliing  in 
1792,  and  Mr.  Ephraim  Hall  was  ordained  their 
paftor  Oaober  24,  1793.  A  Baptift  church  was, 
formed  at  Nobleborough  July  25,  1793^  another  at 
New-Sandwich  January  9,  1 794.  ^t^d  a  third  at 
Barretftown  in  December  following.  As  many  ot 
the  Baptifts  have  removed  from  Martha’s  Vineyard 
to  Sandy-River,  a  high  branch  of  the  Kennebeck, 
they  have  called  their  town  New- Vineyard,  and  they 
formed  a  Baptift  church  there  Aiiguft  8,  17934 

Another 
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Me'r  u  Sth  of  Septem- 

ddntd  ;  Mephibofheth  Caiin,  was  or- 

and  Tnh  ri  T”  ■  '  Nehemiah  Gould 

1796'^  Chadwick  at  Vaflalborough  January  15, 

Tj  -/i  ill  iefs  than  twelve  years  twentv-fix 

inti  -  twoSifi; 

Ihnniin  t  ^  teen  ordained  minifters,  and  about  a 
thoufand  members.  And  in  Auguft,  r795,  their 
ffociacion  pve  a  declaration  of  their  faith,  wherein 

Va^  fcriptures  of  the  Old 

and  ISew  fedaments  are  the  word  of  God  ;  we  be- 

leve  there  is  but  one  living  and  true  God  ;  we  be- 
Iieve  the  important  dodrines  of  three  equal  perfons 
in  the  Godhead,  eternal  and  perfonal  eledion,  orio-- 
inal  fin,  particular  redemption,  free  juftification  by 
Jhe  imputed  nghteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  efficacious  grace 
m  regeneration,  the  final  perfeverance  of  real  be¬ 
lievers,  the  refurredion  of  the  dead,  the  future 
judgment,  the  eternal  happinefs  of  the  righteous, 
and  everlafting  mifery  of  the  impenitent.  We  be¬ 
lieve  that  baptifm  and  the  Lord’s  fupper  are  ordi¬ 
nances  of  Chrift,  to  be  continued  until  his  fecond 
coming,  and  the  former  is  requifite  to  the  latter  • 
that  is  to  fay,  that  thofe  are  to  be  admitted  into  the 
communion  of  the  church,  and  fo  to  partake  of  its 
ordinances,  who  upon  profeffion  of  their  faith  have 
been  baptized  by  immerfion  in  the  name  of  the 
father,  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.”  Now 
m  all  thefe  articles  they  agree  with  the  moft  eminent 
fathers  of  New-England,  except  in  fprinkling  infants 
upon  the  faith  of  their  parents,  and  calling  it  baptifm, 
for  which  there  is  not  a  word  in  all  the  holy  fcrip¬ 
tures.  But  as  a  fon  of  Gideon  by  his  concubine, 
flew  feventy  of  his  lawful  children,  fo  one  error  of 
our  fathers  has  prevailed  againft  all  their  good 
principles  and  condud.  And  all  men  who  are  now 
contending  for  the  faith  which  was  once  delivered  to 
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the  faints,  are  daily  expofed  to  reviling  and  lying, 
fpoiling  of  goods  and  imprifonment,  from  thofe  who 
fupport  their  worlhip  by  force.  We  are  well  in¬ 
formed,  that  more  than  an,  hundred  dollars  have- 
been  taken  from  people  of  the  Baptill  fentiments  in 
Topfliam  for  a  Pedobaptilt  minifter  in  the  town,  by 
blending  civil  and  minifterial  taxes  together ;  and 
the  like  is  done  in  many  other  parts  of  the  country. 
Thus  men  would  hold  their  religion  by  the  fame 
power  by  which  they  hold  their  worldly  eftates  ; 
though  they  daily  deny  their  neighbours  the  lib¬ 
erty  about  their  fouls  which  all  enjoy  about  their 
bodies  and  eftates.  For  no  man 'is  compelled  to 
pay  a  farthing  to  any  phyfician,  unlefs  he  is,  pleafed 
to  employ  him.  And  God  fays  of  falfe  teachers. 
They  have  healed  the  hurt  of  the  daughter  of  my 
people  nightly,  faying.  Peace,  peace,  when  there  is 
no  peace. — They  have  rejefted  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  and  what  wifdom  is  in  them  ?  Jer.  vi.  14.  viii. 

n _ I  il  And  who  can  tell  how  many  fuch  teachers, 

there  are  in  our  day  ?  Neither  is  any  man  obliged 
to  employ  or  fupport  any  lawyer,  if  he  will  live 
without  them.  But  many  who  handle  the  law  of 
God,  fhut  up  the  kingdom  of  heaven  againft  men, 
and  neither  go  in  themfelves,  nor  fuffer.  others  to  go 
into  it.  And  yet  four  States  in  New-England  deny 
the  liberty  to  all  men  therein  about  their  fouls  and 
eternity,  as  they  allow  them  concerning  their  bodies 
and  temporal  eftates.  And  when  will  men  open  their 
eyes,  and  renounce  this  iniquity  ! 

^  VIII.  A  revival  of  religion  began  on  an  ifland  in 
Penobfcot-Bay,  in  the  county  of  Hancock,  now  in¬ 
corporated  by  the  name  of  Iflefborough,  in  the  fall 
of  1790,  and  a  Baptift  church  was  formed  there. 
May  27,  1791,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Eames  was  ordain¬ 
ed  their  paftor,  June  19,  1794.  He  and  a  number 
of  his  people  went  from  Marlhfield  in  the  county  of 
Plymouth.  There  is  alfo  a  Baptift  church  at  Eppin 
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in  this  county,  and  Mr.  jofhua  Young  is  their  paf 
tor,  who  was  ordamed  at  Ballllon  April  8  1 70  c 

burgh  ^?nd^  r  S"'®  Baptilts  in  Gouldf! 

g  and  Canaan,  m  this  county,  as  well  as  of 

lome  m  the  county  of  Wafliington,  but  have  not 

any  fuch  accounts  of  them  as  may  be  of  fervice  to 

the  public.  When  the  work  of  God  was  powmfS 

r  f  a  that  the  minifters  who  were 

e  e_  and  fupported  by  law  were  not  made  ufe  of 

whi7h”r.fr!f  Pteached  good  doarine, 

it,  M  K  fenous  inquiry  in  his  mind,  why  it  • 

iWr  having  obtained  a  fatisfying  an- 

.  ’  wrote  the  fame  to  a  friend,  faying,  “  Th“ 
voice  of  the  general  condua  of  true  minifters  to  fm- 

ciZyin^r^  FT  '''  Chrift’s  fead,  be  ye  recon¬ 
ciled  to  God  that  your  fouls  may  live:  But  the 

voice  of  others,  to  the  church  ’ and  the  world  is. 

We  pray  you  in  Chrift’s  ftead;  be  ye  reconciled' 

together  that  we  may  live.”  •  And  the  help  of  all 

the  power  of  the  ruling  party  in  6ur  government 

hath  not  fettled  but  thirteen  of  thefe  laft  fort  of 

'^^F-^he  counties  of  Lincoln,  Hancock 
and  Walhington,  wherein  are  near  lixty  incorporated 
towns,  and  many  other  plantations. 

-fc  -  .  - 
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CHAP.  XI. 

State  of  RnoDE-IsLANDi 
County  of  Providence. 

1  The  firfl  Baptifi  Church  in  America  was  planted  ^ 
Proidence.  II.  The  Leaders  of  it  for  an  Imndrel 
and  thirty  Tears.  HE  Prefident  Manning's  Succefs 
therein.  IV.  The  Hiftory  of  this  Church  everfmce. 
V.  A  concife  View  of  the  College.  VI.  Of  Churches 
in  Scituate^  Smithfeld,  Gloucejier ,  Cumberland,  and 
Fojier.  VIE  Of  other  Churches  in  thofe  Towns  and 
in  North-Providence.  VIIE  Account  of  the  firji 
Church  in  Newport.  IX.  Of  the  Second.  X.  The 
Third.  XE  Fourth.  XIE  Tiverton.  XllE  War¬ 
ren.  .IAN.  ■Mafhington- County.  XV.  General 
Baptijls  therein.  XVE  Sabbatarians.  XVIE  Ex¬ 
eter  Church.  XVIIE  And  many  others.  XIX. 

County  of  Kent.  XX.  General  Remarks...  . 

*’  ■  ^  • 

1.  The  firft  civil  government  upon  earth,  fince 
the  rife  of  antichrift,  which  gave  equal  liberty,  of 
confcience,  w^as  begun  in  Providence  ;  and  there 
was  alfo  the  firft  Baptift  church  in  America.  ‘  Mr. 
Roger.  Williams  was  born  in  Wales,  in  1595,  was 
educated  at  Oxford  univerfity,  and  was  introduced 
into  the  miniftry  in  the  church  of  England  for  fome 
years,  before  he  came  over  to  America,  and  landed 
at  Boftoh  in  February,  1631.  When  he  came  there, 
he  could  not  agree  with  the  ruling  party,  in  their 
ufe  of  the  fword  in  religious  affairs,  nor  in  their  re¬ 
ceiving  the  grant  of  American  lands  from  the  kings 
of  England.  This  caufed  his  going  to  Plymouth, 
where  he  preached  above  two  years,  and  then  he 
was  called  and  ordained  at  Salem  ;  but  the  contro- 
verfy  arofe  fo  high  between  him  and  the  teachers 
and  rulers  of  the  Maffachufetts,  that  they  paffed  a 
fentence  of  ^  banilhment  againft  him  in  Oftober, 
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hfm-^.’nTr  'a  ,*^36,  they  attempted  to  feize 

Rdmhnth  iT  "  England,  but  he  fled  to 
Kehoboth,  and  from  tnence  to  Providence,  where  he 

obtained  a  grant  of  lands  from  the  Narraganfet  In- 
lans.  And  he  fays,  “  I  was  forely  tofled  for  four- 
teen  weeks,  m  a  bitter  winter  feafon,  not  knowing 
what  bread  or  bed  did  mean.”!  Yet  he  Was  fo  fa? 
from  feeking  any  revenge  upon  thofe  who  baniflied 
im,  at,  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  he 'went  into 
Narraganfet,  and  prevented  the  Indians  there  from 
joining  with  the  Pequots,  who  were  for  driving  all 
the  Lnghih  out  of  the  country,  when  Bolton  was 
not  feven  years  old.  And  any  man  who  will  read 
the  books  referred  to  in  the  margin,  may  fee  that 
Williams  was  a  chief  inftrument  of  faving  all  the 
Unghlh.  then  in  New-England  from  ruin  f  though 
minilterial  influence  was  fo  great  in  the  Maflachufetts 
as  to  exclude  him  from  liberty  of  coming  into  their 
government  all  his  days.  But  the  very  year  after 
v\  illiams  died  in  peace,  the  Maflachufetts  charter  was 
taken  away,  and  the  king  of  England  claimed  all  their 
lands,  and  his  governor  and  council  made  laws,  and 
impofed  taxes  upon  them,  without  any  houfe  of  rep- 
relentatives,  and  introduced  the  taxes  upon  com¬ 
merce,  which  finally  brought  on  the  late  war.'  Mr 
Williams,  having .  obtained  a  deed  of  the  lands  in 
Providence,  gave  twelve  men  an  equal  right  therein 
with  himfelf,-  and  he  drew  a  covenant  of  fuch  a  gov¬ 
ernment  in  the  town  in  civil  aifairs,  as  excluded  them 
h-om  governing  inWeligious  matters.  And  becaufe 
joihua  Venn  refuled  to  allow  liberty  of  confcience 
to  his  wife,  he  was  excluded  from  the  privilege  of 
voting  in  the  town,  until  he  granted  that  liberty. 
Upon  this  \erin  removed  to  Barbadoes,  and  left  his 
eftate  in  Providence.  |  As  Williams  and  a  number 

of 

^  Winthrop’s  Journal,  p-  91,  92. 

if*  CoIIe(5l>ions  of  the  Hiftorical  Society  at  Bofton,  Vol.  1.  p.  276. 

Mn  Winthrop’s  Journal  he  ia  called  Urdin,  p.  167,  But  it  is  Verim  i* 
Providence  Recordi^. 
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of  his  friends  \Yere  convinced  that  profeffing  believ¬ 
ers  were  the  only  gofpel  fubjefts  of  baptifm,  they 
formed  a  Baptift  church  in  Providence,  in  March, 
i6;J9,  when  one  of  them  baptized  him,  and  then  he 
baptized  the  ref!:.*  But  the  unruly  paffions  of  fonie 
among  them,  with  other  things,  caufed  fuch  fcruples 
in  Williams’s  mind,  in  about  four  months,  that  he 
refrained  from  adrniniftering  or  partaking  of  fpecial 
ordinances  in  any  church  ever  after,  as  long  as  he 
lived,  though  he  would  preach  the  gofpel,  and  join 
in  focial  worfhip  with  fuch  as  agreed  with  him,  all 
his  days.  The  reafons  of  this  condufl:  may  be  feen 
in  our  firft  volume, p.  143,  144.  He  went  to  England 
in  1643,  publiflied  an  account  of  the  Indians,  of 
their  language,  and  of  his  labours  to  inftrud:  them 
concerning  Chriflianity,  which  the  Hillorical  Society 
at  Bofton  have  lately  re-printed.  He  procured  a 
charter  for  his  colony  the  next  year,  and  went  to 
England  again  to  defend  it  in  1651,  where  he  ftayed 
until  1654,  when  he  returned,  and  was  elefted  their 
chief  ruler  for  near  three  years  ;  and  all  his  life 
after  was  fpent  in  feeking  the  good  of  his  country, 
until  he  died  in  the  fpring  of  1683. 

II.  Mr.  'Thomas  Olney,  who  had  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Salem,  but  left 
them  and  came  to  Providence  in  1638,  was  the  next 
pallor  of  this  Baptift  church,  and  was  alfo  ufeful  in 
civil  offices,  until  his  death  in  1682.  But  a  divifion 
arofe  in  this  church  in  1652,  about  laying  on  of 
hands  upon  every  member  of  the  church  after  bap- 
tifm.  Ten  years  before,  the  Baptifts  in  England 
‘had  adopted  the  opinion,  that  every  man  who  had  a 
gift  given  him  to  preach  the  gofpel,  had  alfo  a  right 
to  baptize,  even  before  he  was  ordained  in  any 
church  ;  which  opinion  was  held  by  fome  men  of 
note  in  Providence  for  eighty  years  after.  Mr. 
William  Wickinden  was  a  chief  leader  in  that  part 

P  of 
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of  the  church  in  Providence  who  held  to  the  laying 
on  of  hands  upon  each  member,  which  they  fuppofed 
to  be  intended  in  the  fixth  chapter  of  the  Hebrews  ; 
and  he  was  an  efteemed  minifter  therein, until  he  died, 
1‘ebruary  23,  1669.  Gregory  Dexter  was  prefident 
of  this  colony  in  1653,  he  was  very  ufeful  in 
government,  and  a  father  in  this  church,  and  lived  to 
be  9 1  years  old.  Pardon  Tillinghafl  was  “  a  leading 
man  among  the  Baptiffs  in  Providence,”  in  1672;* 
and  he  was  much  efteemed  as  a  minifter  among 
them,  until  his  death  in  1718.  He  gave  the  lot  upon 
which  their  firft  meeting-houfe  was  built.  Chad 
Brown  was  an  early  member  of  this  church,  and  he 
is  laid  to  have  been  a  teacher  among  them.  And 
his  fon  John  Brown  was  a  minifter  in  this  church, 
as  well  as  a  ufeful  man  in  the  State.  And  his  fon 
James  Brown  was  a  paftor  of  this  church  for  many 
years,  and  died  October  28,  1732,  aged  66.  His 
fon  James  had  four  fans,  three  of  whom  have  been 
at  great  expenfe  towards  the  college  in  Providence, 
and  towards  the  Baptift  meeting-houfe  there,  as  well 
as  the  fupport  of  worlhip  in  that  fociety.  Jofeph 
Jencks  came  over  from  England,  about  the  time  that 
Charles  the  Second  came  to  the  throne,  and  fettled 
in  Providence,  and  was  a  ufeful  man  in  his  day ; 
and  his  fon  Jofeph  was  a  magiftrate,  deputy  gover¬ 
nor,  and  then  chief  governor  of  this  colony  ;  as  well 
as  a  leading  member  in  this  church,  and  lived  to  be 
above  ninety.  His  brother  Ebenezer  Jencks  was 
ordained  a  paftor  of  this  church  in  1719,  and  con- 
tinned  fo  until  his  death,  Auguft  14,  1726,  .^Et.  57. 
His  fon  Daniel  Jencks,  and  grandfon  John  Jencks, 
were  both  members  of  this  church,  and  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  feveral  offices  in  the  government,  and  alfo 
gave  very  liberally  towards  the  college,  and  for  the 
fupport  of  the  Baptift  caufe  in  Providence.  Deacon 
Samuel  Winfor  was  ordained  a  paftor  of  this  church 

in 
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in  1733,  and  continued  in  that  office  until  he  died, 
November  17,  1758,  aged  71.  His  fon  Samuel 
Winfor  was  ordained  his  fuccelTor,  and  continued 
with  this  church  until  after  prefident  Manning  came 
to  Providence,  and  then,  in  1771,  he,  with  a  number 
more  of  the  church,  went  and  formed  another  church 
in  Johnfton,  where  he  yet  is  minilter.  Mr.  Thomas 
Burlingham  was  alfo  ordained  in  this  church  in 
1733  ;■  but  he  preached  the  latter  part  of  his  time  in 
Cranrton,  where  he  died,  January  7,  1770,  aged  82. 
After  elder  Winfor  and  his  brethren  had  formed 
their  church  in  Johnfton,  this  church  in  Providence 
fent  a  committee  to  treat  with  them  about  their 
right  in  their  old  meeting-houfe,  and  they  agreed 
to  take  ,  two  hundred  dollars,  which  was  given 
thern  accordingly.  This  fummary  hath  been  col- 
lefted  from  the  beft  light  that  could  be  obtained, 
for  no  regular  records  have  been  found  in  this 
church  before  the  year  1770. 

III.  James  Manning,  D.  D.  was  born  at  Eaza- 
beth-Town  in  New-Jerfey,  Oftober  22,  1738  ;  was 
early  changed  by  grace,  and  joined  to  the  Baptift 
church  in  the  town  w'here  he  was  born.  Plis  educa¬ 
tion,  and  his  fervice  in  the  college,  have  been  de- 
fcribed  before,  but  w'e  ffiall  fpeak  more  of  him  as  a 
minifter  of  the  gofpel.  He  was  called  to  that  work, 
and  was  ordained  as- an  itinerant  minifter,  by  the 
church  where  he  was  baptized  ;  and  he  removed  to 
Warren  in  the  fummer  of  1764,  and  a  Baptift  church 
was  formed  there  the  15th  of  Odober  following, 
and  he  became  their  paftor.  But  when  the  college 
was  removed  to  Providence,  in  the  fpring  of  1770, 
he  went  with  it,  and  was  frequently  invited  to  preach 
in  the  Baptift  church  there,  until  elder  Winfor,  and 
a  part  of  the  church,  drew  off  in  the  fummer  of 
1771,  and  formed  another  church  in  Johnfton,  and 
then  elder  Manning  was  chofen  to  preach  and  ad- 
minifter  ordinances  to  this  church  in  Providence  j 
.  P  2  and 
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ami  he  continued  fo  to  do,  until  he  refigned  that 
office  in  the  fpring  of  1786,  although'  he  miniftered 
to  them  occafionally  afterwards  as  long  as  he  lived. 
And  though  his  powers  of  mind  and  human  accom- 
phffiments  were  very  great,  yet  he  ufed  great  plain- 
ntiiS  of  ipeech,  and  was  as  eafily  underftood  by  com¬ 
mon  people,  as  almoft  any  preacher  in  the  land. 
And  few  men  ever  prized  the  Ipecial  influence  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  in  preaching,  more  than  he  did.  He 
was  at  the  Philadelphia  Aflbciation  in  Oftober  1774 
where  he  met  with  Mr.  Daniel  Friftoe  from  Vir’ 
ginia,  whom  he  heard  afterwards,  with  fuch  clear- 
nefs,  life  and  power,  though  not  a  man  of  liberal 
education,  as  fired  his  foul  with  frefh  zeal  and  cour- 
age  in  preaching  falvation  to  perifhing  fouls  ;  and 
Mr.  Manning  laboured  with  fuch  faithfulnefs  and  fuc- 
cefs,  after  his  return  to  Providence,  that  he  baptized 
an  hundred  and  ten  perfons  by  September,  1775  j 
and  a  large  number  more  joinedi  to  Mr.  Snow’s 
church,  even  notwithflanding  the  confufions  of  war 
which  then  broke  out  in  our  land.  And  when  gov¬ 
ernor  Cooke  was  chofen  member  of  the  college  cor- 
poration,  and  feme  fcruplted  whether  he  could  prop¬ 
erly  be  denominated  a  Baptift,  becaufe  he  was  a 
member  of  a  Congregational  church,  he  informed 
them  that  he  was  ever  a  Baptift  in  principle,  and  was 
baptized  by  immerfzon,  and  fhould  have  joined  to 
the  Baptift  church  in  Rovideriee,  if  fuch  doftrine 
had  been  preached  therein  then  as  there  was  now. 
PrcTident  Manning  made  it  his  conftant  pradice,  to 
charge  his  fcholars,  when  they  left  the  college,  not 
to  imagine  that  they  were  qualified  to  preach  the 
gofpel,  until  they  Were  fatisfied  that  they  were  taught 
of  God.  At  the  commencement  in  September, 
1789,  he  faid,  “  Should  the  Chriftian  miniftry,  with 
any  of  you  become  an  objed,  refled  on  the  abfurd- 


rty  of  intruding  into  it  while  ftrangers  to  experi- 
inentai  religion.  See  that  you  yourfelves  have  been 

taught 
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taught  of  God,  before  you  attempt  to  teach  godli- 
nefs  to  others.  To  place  in  the  profeflional  chairs 
of  our  univerfities  the  moft  illiterate  of  mankind^ 
would  be  an  abfurdity  far  lefs  glaring,  than  to  call 
an  unconverted  man  to  exercil'e  the  minillerial  func¬ 
tion.  .  This  is  to  expofe  our  holy  religion  to  the 
feoffs  of  infidels,  and  furnifh  to  their  hands  the  molt 
deadly  weapons.  I  omit  to  infill  on  the  account 
fuch  muff  render  in  the  great  tremendous  day  !'* 
And  his  conftant  behaviour  was  agreeable  to  his 
teaching  ;  and  he  united  dignity  and  condefcenfion, 
authority  and  mildnefs,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be 
feared  and  loved  by  the  generality  of  his  fcholars. 
He  married  a  daughter  of  John  Sites,  an  alderman 
of  Elizabeth-Town,  and  a  uleful  member  of  the  Bap- 
till  church  there  ;  and  fhe  met  with  a  happy  change, 
and  joined  to  the  Baptift  church  in  Providence,  in 
January,  1775?  which  fhe  is  ftHl  an  agreeable 
member,  though  flie  has  no  children  Dr.  Manning 
died  in  a  fit  of  the  apoplexy,  July  29,  1791,  when 
he,  undoubtedly,  entered  into  eternal  reft. 

IV.  The  opinion  of  laying  on  of  hands  upon 
every  member  in  the  church,  had  long  made  a  fepa- 
ration  among  the  Baptift  churches  in  this  land  ;  but 
foon  after  Dr.  Manning  came  to  Providence,  he 
prevailed  with  this  church  to  admit  other  Baptifts  to 
occafional  communion  with  them,  though  they 
would  receive  none  as  members  until  after  his  death. 
But  on  Auguft  4,  1 79 1 5  the  church  had  a  full  meet¬ 
ing,  and  this  point  was  diftinQly  confidered,  and  a 
clear  vote  was  gained  to  admit  members  who  did 
not  hold  that  doSrine.  At  the  fame  meeting  the 
church  concluded  to  have  another  paftor  ordained 
therein,  namely,  Jonathan  Maxey,  A.  M.  He  was 
born  in  Attleborough,  September  2,  1768,  educated 
in  the  college  at  Providence,  where  he  took  his  firft 
degree  in  1787,  and  was  a  tutor  in  the  college,  until 
he  met  with  a  change  in  October,  1789,  and  joined 

to 
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to  this  churchj  in  which  he  began  to  preach  in 
April,  179O5  and  was  ordained  their  paftor,  Septem¬ 
ber  83  1791.  Mr.  John  Pitman,  who  was  born  in 
I>ofton,^and  had  been  a  minifter  fome  years  at  Free¬ 
hold  in  Newrjerfey,  removed  to  ‘Providence,  and 
he  and  his  wife  were  now  the  firft  members-  who 
were  received  into  this  church,  without  holding  to 
the  laying  on  of  hands  upon  every  member*  He 
hath  frequently  preached  the  gofpel  in  various  places 
ever  fince,  without  taking  the  paftorahcharge  of  any 
paiticular  chinch.  Ihomas  Ullick,  A.  M.  took  his 
firft  degree  in  the  college  at  Providence  in  1771, 
v/as  ordained  in  this  church  as  an  itinerant  minifter, 
July  29,  1777,  preached  a  while  at  Afliford,  from 
whence  he  removed  to  Grafton  in  May,  1779,  and 
tiien  to  I  hiladelphia  in  June,  1782,  w^hefe  he  has 
been  paftor  of  the  Baptift  church  in  that  city  ever 
Jmce.  A  powerful  work  of  grace  came  on  in  Prov? 
iaence  in  the  beginning  of  179^5  which  caufed  the 
tidoition  of  above  fifty  members  to  this  church  in 
about  two  years.  September  6,  1792,  Mr.  Maxcy 
was  chofen  prefident  of  the  college,  pro  tempore, 
and  he  has  been  continued  in  that  office  ever  firicei 
lie  refigned  his  paftoral  office  in  this  church  two 
days  after  he  was  firft  eleded  prefident,  and  they 
irninediately  called  Mr.  Stephen  Gano  to  be  their 
minifter  for  fix  months,  and  he  hath  been  fo  ever 
i/nce.  He  was  ordained  before  in  the  State  of  New^- 
ork.  Mr.  John  Gano,  his  father,  was  a  minifter 
in  the  city  of  New-York  before  the  late  war,  but  he  is 
now  in  Kentucky  ;  and  he  hath  been  the  moft  exten- 
iive  traveller  to  preach  the  gofpel,  of  any  man  now 
living  in  America.  Forty-fix  'members  have  been 
added  to  this  church  in  Providence,  fince  Mr.  Ste¬ 
phen  Gano  came  there  ;  and  he  drew  the  circular 
letter  for  the  Warren  Aflbciation  in  1795. 

V.  The  corporation  of  the  college  at  Providence 
confifts  of  twelve  fellows,  and  thirtv-fix  truftees. 

The 
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The  fellows,  as  a  learned  facult}^  have  the  power  of 
conferring  the  degrees,  but  in  other  affairs  the  college 
is  governed  by  the  concurrence  of  both  branches.' 
The  prefident  is  always  to  be  a  Baptift,  and  fo  are 
feven  more  of  the  fellows,  while  the  other  four  may 
be  chofen  out  of’  any  of  the  other  denominations.- 
Twenty- two  of'  the  truftees  are  alfo  to  be  Baptilts, 
five  of  them  arei  to  be  Epifcopalians,  five  Quakers, 
ahd  four  Congr^ationalills.  The  chancellor  is  cho¬ 
fen  out  of  the  truftees,  and  the  fecretary  out  of  the 
fellows.  No  religious  tell  is  ever  to  be  required  of  any 
of  the  corporation,  nor  of  the  fcholars  who  are  gradu¬ 
ated  therein  ;  though  great  care  is  to  be  taken  as  to 
the  morals  of  the  college.  Their  firft  funds  were 
collected  by  Mr.  Morgan  Edwards,"  in  England  and 
Ireland,  and  by  Mr.  Hezekiah  Smith,  in  South-Car- 
olina  and  Georgia  5  to  which  additions  have  been 
fince  made  from  various  quarters,  but  all  by  perfonal 
generofity.  ’Thefe  monies  were  chiefly  lent  to  Rhode- 
dfland'  government,  though  fome  have  been  put 
into  a>  national  bank  ;  but  the  intefell  thereof,  with 
the  income  from  the  ftudents,  who  are  near  eighty, 
■is  fcantly  fuflicient  to  fupport  the  officers  of  the  col¬ 
lege.*  The  building  and  repairing  of  the  college 
■edifice,  the  prefident’s  houfe,  with  the  purchafe  of  the 
lands  about  them,  and  alfo  the  college  library  and 
apparatus,  were  all  done  by  perfonal  benefactions, 
and  chiefly  in  the  town  of  Providence.  And  fo  was 
the  Baptift  meeting-houfe,  bell  and  clock,  with  the 
lot  on  which  it  ftands,  all  which  coft  about  feven 
thoufand  pounds.’  They  firft  met  in  faid  houfe, 
Maya'S,  1775.  'How  ffilfe  then  are  the  pretences 
of  many,  that  religion  and  learning  would  fail  from 
among  us  if  they  were  not  upheld  by  the  power  of 
the  magiftrate  !  '’it  is  readily  granted  that  there  has 

been  much  religion  and  knowledge  among  thofe 

who 

*  In  1795,  they  hiid  given  degrees  to  380  fcholnrs  who  were  educ;xt:d  m 
this  college. 
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who  have  gone  on  in  that  way ;  but  the  light  and 
power  of  the  gofpel  is  direclly  againft  all  deceit  or 
violence.  And  God  fays  of  his  church, ,  In  this 
mounton  fnall  the  Lord  of  hofts  make  unto  all  ped. 

o/u/tV  on  the  lees ; 

of  Ht  things  full  of  marrow,,  of  wines  on  the  lees 

well  refined  And  he  will  deftroy  in  this  mountain 

he  face  of  the  covering  call  over  all  people,  and  the 

vail  that  IS  fpread  over  all  nations.  Ifaiah  xxv-.  6 

A  covering  and  appearance  of  religion  hath  beexi 

nf  Jhe  magiftk-ate,  which  the 

ddlroy  SoPpsJj  in  the  church  of  Ghrift,  will 

VI  Ever  fince  the  reformation  in  Germanvi 
many  have  cart  the  reproach  of  all  -the  evils  which 
have  appeared  among  the  Baptifts  upon  that  denom- 
marion  in  general ;  which  is  as  unjull  as  it  would  be 
^or  others  to  charge  all  the  evils  that  ever  were  in 
national  churches,  upon  all  men  who  hold  to  infant 
haptilm.  But  abufive  treatment  on  either  fide  is 
exceeding  apt  to  beget  prejudices  in  the  mind  againfl; 
good  principles  and  conduft,  which  are  held  by  their 
oppofites.  And  as  Calvinifm  was  held  by  thofe  who 
banillied  the  firll  planters  of  Providence',  and  of 
Ivhode-llland  colony,  and  who  greatly  abufed  thofe 
people  all  their  days,  many  of  their  children  have 
imagined  that  the  true  liberty  of  moral  agents  could 
not  be  fecured  upon  that  plan  of  .doarine.  Though 
It  is  abundantly  evident,  that  Mr.  Williams,  wL 
procured  the  firll:  charter,  and  Mr.  Clarke,  who  pro. 
cured  the  fecond,  for  this  colony  of  liberty,  held  to 
that  plan  of  doarine  as  firmly  as  any  men  in  their 
day.  ^  And  how  can  any  man  enjoy  comfort, and  lib¬ 
erty  in  his  foul,  in  the  midft  of  the  confufioris  of  the 
world,  without  believing  that  men  nor  devils  can 
never  deceive  their  faithful  God,  nor  defeat  any  of 
his  defigns  ?  That  he  never  makes  ufe  of  any  pofi- 
tive  influence  to  move  men  to  fin,  or  to  hinder  their 

coming 
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coming  to  Chrifl:,  I  as  firmly  believe  as  I  believe  lie 
is  juft  and  good ;  but  the  luits  of  men  are  fo  power¬ 
ful,  and  the  wiles  of  the  devil  are  fo  many,  that  no 
man  can  overcome  them  of  himfelf,  though  the  Spirit 
of  God  makes  every  true  believer  a  conqueror  over 
them  all.  But  as  a  reparation  among  the  Baptifts  in 
the  laft  century,  wa's  followed  with  a  departure  from 
thefe  fentiments,  and  their  ’churches  have  not  been 
in  fellowfliip  with  moft  of  the  Baptift  churches  lately 
gathered  in  this  land,  I  fliall  fay  but  little  about 
them,  more  than  to  mention  where  they  are,  and 
who  have  been  their  minifters.  Mr.  Samuel  Fiik 
was  ordained  the  paftor  of  a  Baptift  church  in  Scitu- 
ate,  and  continued  with  them  to  old  age  ;  but  I  have 
not  obtained  the  date  of  his  ordination,  nor  of  his 
death,  though  he  was  one  of  their  Affociation  in 
1729.  Our  fecond  volume,  p.  91.  Elder  Reuben 
Hopkins  was  their  laft  minifter,  who  died  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  1792*  Elder  Peter  Place  was  in  their  church 
in  Smithfield  in  1 73 1 ,  where  now  is  elder  John  Win- 
for.  Elder  Edward  Mitchel  was  in  their  church  in 
Gloucefter  for  many  years,  and  he  died,  Odober 
22,  i795>  98.  Elder  William  Bowen  was  a 

colleague  with  him,  and  now  fucceeds  him.  Elder 
Cooke  was  in  their  church  in  Cumberland,  where 
now  is  elder  Bollou.  I  fuppofe  the  reft  of  the 
churches  in  their  connexion  in  that  county  have 
had  but  one  minifter,  and  their  names,  with  the 
number  of  their  members,  are  given  before,  taken 
from  Afplund’s  Regifter  for  1794- 

VII.  A  few  people  in  Gloucefter  met  with  a 
change  about  the  time  of  the  reparations  in  Connec¬ 
ticut,  and  Thomas  Knowlton  from  thence  was  at  the 
feparate  ordination  in  Plainfield,  ‘  September  ii, 
1746.  -A  Baptift  church  was  afterwards  formed  in 
Gloucefter,  and  he  was  their  minifter  for  a  number 
of  years..  After  his  death,  they  had  other  preach¬ 
ers,  until  Mr.  jofeph  Winfor  (brother  to  Samuel) 

was 
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was  ordained  their  pallor,  October  *31,  1^63  ;  and 
they  profpered  for  a  number  of  years  under  his  min- 
iftry,  and  had  feventy-nine  members  when  they  joined 
to  the  Warren  Affociadon  in  1782,  and  had  fome  in- 
creafe  afterwards.  But  as  many  have  removed  into 
other  parts  of  the  country,  and  their  paftor  ds  fo 
aged  as  not  to  be  able  to  preach,  their  number'  is 
much  reduced,  as  I  am  informed,  though  I  have  hot 
their  prefent  number,  A  Baptift  church  was  formed 
in  North-Providence,  and  Mr.  Ezekiel  Angell'was 
ordained  their  paftor,  June  20,  1765  5  and  he  con¬ 
tinued  fo  until  his  death,  September  27,^782,  aged 
60.  Mr.  Rufus  Teffte,  who  was  born  March  14, 
1752,  was  ordained  their  fecond  pallor,  June  r 6^ 
1784.  There  were  but  19  members  in  this  church 
when  their  former  paftor  died,  but  a  great  revival 
began  in  the  fall  of  1791, 'and  prevailed  much  in  the 
eaft  part  of  Smithfield,  as  well  as  in  this  town,  and 
their  number  laft  June,  when  I  was- there,  was  17b: 
Many  of  thefe  had  been  brought  up  im  a  carelefs 
iiegleft  of  all  religion  ;  but  we  hope  that  theirTuturG 
life  may  be  as  becometh  the  gofpel.  'Mr.  John 
Hammond  w^as  baptized  in  178a,  began  to  gather  a 
church  in  the  town  of  Fofter  in  February,  1789,  in 
which  he  was  ordained  in  June,  1791,  and  they  in- 
creafed  to  about  ninety  members  in’  three  years. 
There  was  a  fecond  Baptift*  church  in  Cumberland 
above  thirty  years  ago,  but  they  were  much  broken 
and  fcattered  for  fome  years  ;  though  there  have 
been  revivals  fince,  and  efpecially  within  a  few  years 
pad.  A  Baptift  church  was  formed  in'Cranfton, 
and  Mr.  Elifha  Greene  was  ordained  their  paftor, 
July  30,  1764.  He  was  born  in  Warwick,  Aiiguft 
5,  1698,  baptized  in  1717,  began  to  preach  in  1741, 
and,  after  a  iifeful  life,  died  in  Gloucefter,  Oftober 
29,  1780.  This  church  is  now  very  frnalh  There 
is  another  meeting-houfe  in  Cranfton,  upon;th* 
great  road  to  Warwick-,  where  Mr.  Pitman  often 

preaches. 
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preaches,  and  a  number  of  members  from  thence 
have,  joined  to  the  Baptift  church  in  Providence. 

County  of  NewJ)ort. 

VIII,  =  Mr.  John  Clarke,  a  phyfician  from  Lon¬ 
don,  was  one  of  the  firft  planters  of  Rhode-Ifland, 
and  the  pallor  of  the  fecond  Baptid  church  in  Amer¬ 
ica,  which  was  formed  at  Newport  in  1644.  His 
brother  Jofeph  Cdarke  was  a  member  of  it,  and  oft¬ 
en  a  ruler  in*  the  State,  and  adorned  his  profefilou 
for  above  forty  years  after  the  church  was  confli- 
tuted  ;  and  his  pofterity  are  numerous  and  refpefta- 
ble  unto  this  day.  Samuel  Hubbard  was  born  in 
England  in  i6to,  carne  over  to  Salem  in  1633,  join¬ 
ed  to  the  Congregational  church  in  Watertown  in 
1635,’ but  went  up  to  Windfor,  and  helped  to  begin 
the  colony  of  Connefticut  the  fame  year.  But  as 
he  and  his  wife  embraced  the  Baptift  principles,  they 
removed  to  Newport,  and  joined  with  this  church  in 
1648  and  he  lived  there  above  forty  years  after, 
and  preferred ^ many  writings  which  have  been  very 
ferviceable.  in  our  ftiftory.  ;  He  left  no  fon,  but  he 
had  three  daughters, ,  who  were  married  to  Jofeph 
Clarke,  junior,  Robert  Burdick,  and  Andrew  Lang- 
worthy,’  whofe  pofterity  are  refpeHable  to  this  day, 
efpecially  among  the  Baptifts  iiv  Hopkinton.  In 
1651  Mr.  Coddington  obtained  a  coinmiflion  front 
the  ruling  powers  in  England,  to  be  governor  of 
Rhode-Ifland,  without  the  confent  of  the  people, 
when  he  had  the  deeds  of  their  lands  in  his  hands. 
Therefore  Mr.  John  Clarke  went  to  England,  with 
Mr.  Roger  Williams,  and  got  that  commifiion  dif- 
annulied ;  and  he  was  agent  for  his  colony  in  that 
country,  until  he  procured  their  fecond  charter  in 
1663.  Mr.  Hubbard  wrote  a  letter  to  him,  the 
fpring  after  he  went  to  England,  and  Clarke  wrote 
him  an  anfwer,  October  1 1,1652,  and  faid,  d’here 
can  be  nothing  in  the  prefent  evil  world,  fo  far  as  I 
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am  acquainted  with  my  own  heart  as  it  Hands  tc 
Godward,  that  is  more  pleafing  and  delightful  tc 
it,  than  the  manifeftation  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
kingdom  of  his  dear  Son,  and  that  many  obedient 
fervants  are  added  to  the  Lord,  whom  God  the 
•  Father  hath  refolved  to  exalt  above  every  name  that 
is  named,  not  only  in  this  prefent  world,  but  in  that 
which  is  to  come ;  and  that  they  who  are  fo  added, 
^eing  living  members  of  that  body  which  by  a  fpirit 
of  life  is  joined  unto  that  living  Lord  who  is  head 
over  all,  may  increafe  with  all  the  increafe  of  God, 
is  the  earneft  defire  and  prayer  of  my  foul.  But  I 
muft  tell  you,  that  as  the  promile  of  the  glorious 
coming  of  our  Lord  doth  quicken  and  frelhen  in  my 
heart,  fo  doth  that  prophecy  follow  in  my  mind. 
When  the  fon  of  man  cometh,  lhall  he  find  faith  on 
the  earth  i”  He  returned  to  Newport  in  1664,  and 
,was  a  faithful  pallor  of  this  church,  being  alfo  ufeful 
in' the  State,  until  he  died  in  a  happy  frame,  April 
20,  1576.  When  Mr.  Clarke  failed  for  England  in 
1%!,  he  left  the  care  of  this  church  with  Jofeph 
Tory,  and  Obadiah  Holmes,  and  they  were  ufeful 
teachers  therein  all  their  days.  Holmes  fucceeded 
Clarke  as  pallor  of  the  church,  until  he  died,  Ofto- 
ber  15, 1683.  Mr.  Richard  Dingley  fucceeded  him ; 
but  in  1694,  he  left  them  and  went  to  South-Caro- 
lina.  In  1710  Mr.  William  Peckom  was  ordained 
their  pallor,  and  continued  fo  until  he  died  in  1734. 
He  was  elteemed  as  a  pious  man,  but  his  gifts  w’ere 
fmall ;  and  Mr.  John  Comer  was  ordained  a  col¬ 
league  with  him,  May  19,  1726.  He  was  born  in 
Bofton,  Augufl;  i,  1704,  met  with  a  happy  change 
in  November,  1721,  and  after  obtaining  a  good  lhare 
of  human  learning,  he  began  to  preach  the  gofpel  at 
Swanfea  in  May,  1724,  and  went  to  Newport  in  the 
fall  of  1725,  and  preached  in  this  church  four  years, 
in  which  time  it  increafsd  from  feventeen  members 
to  fifty-t'vvo.  Yet  two  powerful  men  in  the  church, 

prevailed 
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prevailed  with  the  majority  to  vote  him  a  dlfmlffion 
in  1729,  and  he  went  and  preached  two  years  in  the 
fecond  church  in  Newport  with  confiderable  fuc- 
cefs,  and  then  removed  and  gathered  the  firft  Baptifl 
church  in  Rehoboth,  where  he  died,  as  we  before 
noted.  Mr.  John  Callender,  w^ho  w^as  born  in  Bob 
ton,  and  was  educated  at  the  college  in  Cambridge, 
was  the  next  pallor  of  this  church,  where  he  was 
ordained,  Odlober  13,  1731,  colleague  with  elder 
Peckom.  He  was  a  man  of  fuppior  powers,  and 
publifhed  a  century  fermon  in  1738,  and  a  funeral 
fermon  for  Mr.  Clap,  the  fiiil  Congregational  min- 
ifter  in  Newport,  in  1745,  with  foine  other  things. 
He  alfo  collefted  many  papers,  which  have  been  fer- 
viceable  in  our  hiftory.  But  he  was  taken  away 
by  death,  January  26,  1748,  in  the  42d  year 
of  his  age.  Mr.  Edward  Upham,  of  Springfield, 
at  the  requeft  of  this  church,  removed  to  Newport 
in  1749,  and  miniflered  to  them  until  April,  i77i, 
when  he  returned  back  to  Springfield,  as  we  before 
related.  Mr.  Erafmus  Kelly,  who  was  born  in  Penn- 
fylvania,  July  24,  1748,  educated  at  the  college  in 
Philadelphia,  and  began  to  preach  in  thofe  parts, 
was  called  to  Newport,  and  was  ordained  a  pallor  of 
this  church,  Oftober  9,  1771-  And  the  church  and 
fociety  increafed  under  his  minlllry,  uniil  the  enemy 
came  to  New^port,  and  he  removed  to  Warren,  where 
they  followed  him,  and  burnt  the  houfe  and  goods 
where  he  refided.  May  25,  1778.  He  then  removed 
to  Connefticut,  and  from  thence  to  Pennlyivania, 
But  upon  the  return  of  peace,  he  came  again  to 
Newport,  and  minillered  to  this  church,  untif  he  was 
taken  away  by  death,  November  7,  1784,  before  he 
had  been  with  them  a  year  in  this  Jad  turn.  Mr.  Jofias 
Lyndon  was  of  this  fociety,  and  did  much  for  the 
fupport  of  worlhip  therein.  He  was  governor  of 
the  colony  in  1769,  and  was  very  fer viceable  ia  the 
State  all  his  davs.  He  died  of  the  Imaii-pox,  March 
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30,  17785  aged  74,  leaving  much  of  his  eftate  tc 
tais  church.  The  calamities  of  the  war  fcatterec 
this  church,  and  others  were  taken  away  by  death 
fo  that  only  three  male  members  remained  at  New^ 
port,  and  but  twenty-feven,  male  and  female,  re¬ 
mained  anywhere,  when  Dr.  Benjamin  Pofler  camt 
there  in  January,  1785,  and  above  twenty  were  add¬ 
ed  to  this  church  that  year,  and  many  to  their  foci- 
efy,  a  number  of  whom  attended  no  worfhip  before* 
III  September,  1786,  this  church  was  received  intc 
the  \v  arien  Affociation,  when  they  had  69  members. 
LiU  in  1788  fotne  of  them  raifed  oppofition  againfl 
their  minifler,  and  he  had  an  earned  call  to  New- 
\  ork  ;  therefore  he  was  difmiffed  from  this  churchj 
<jnd  hath  been  pallor  of  the  firft  Baptift,  church  in 
that  city  ever  fince.  After  various  trials,  this  church 
obtained  Mr,  Michael  Eddy,  who  was  ordained  in 
Swanfea,  in  17S5?  but  removed  to  Newport  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  179^)  and  he  is  now  their  paflor,  and  they 
have  profpered  under  his  minidry. 

IX.  The  doefrine  of  laying  on  of  hands  upon 
every  member,  came  into  the  fird  church  in  New¬ 
port  in  1652,  and  the  fecond  church  was  formed 
about  1656.  Mr.  William  Vaughan  was  their  fird 
pador,  and  continued  fo  until  his  death  in  Augud, 
1677.  Ihomas  Baker  fucceeded  him  for  a 

time,  and  then  he  removed  and  began  a  fociety  in 
North-Kingdoii.  Mr.  John  Harden  was  their  third 
pador,  who  died  in  the  year  1700.  Mr.  James 
Clarke  was  the  next,  who  w^as  ordained  in  1701, 
and  continued  with  them  until  he  died,  December 


H  173^5  aged  87.  Mr.  Daniel  Wlghtman  was  or¬ 
dained  a  colleague  with  him  in  1704.  He  was  born 
in  Narraganfet,  January  2,  1668,  and  died  in  New¬ 
port  Augud  31,  1750.*  They  were  well  edeemed 
among  their  brethren,  as  faithful  miniders,  and  ex¬ 
emplary  walkers  ;  and  in  January,  1729,  when  elder 
.  Clarke  was  not  able  to  preach,  through  the  infirmi- 
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ties  of  age,  Mr.  Comer  w?.s  received  to  preach  one 
half  of  the  Lord’s  days  with  elder  Wightman,  and 
continued  to  do  fo  for  two  years.  Their  church  in- 
creafed  to  ’  142  members,  being  the  largeli  church 
then  in  their  colony.  They  had  built  the  firft  meet- 
ing-houfe  in  the  colony,  in  1707.  On  June  21, 
1729,  they  had  the  largell  AUbciation  of  Baptilt 
minifters  and  churches  that  ever  had  been  feen  in 
America.  The  elders  prefent  were,  James  Clarke, 
Daniel  Wightman,  and  John  Comer,  of  Newport, 
Jonathan  Sprague  and  James  Brown,  of  Providence, 
Nicholas  Eyers  of  New-York,  Valentine  Wightman 
of  Groton,  Philip.  Tabor  of  Dartmouth,  Stephen 
Gorton  of  New-London,  and  Daniel  Everet  ol 
South-Kingfton.  Befide  whom  the  elders,  Peter 
Place  of  Smithfield,  Samuel  Fifk  of  Scituate,  Jofeph 
Mafon  of  Swanfea,  Manaffah  Martin  of  Warwick, 
and  Richard  Sweet  of  North-Kingfton,  were  in  their 
connexion  of  churches  :  and  Mr.  Comer  favs. 
Each  of  thefe  hold  to  general  redemption.  Three 
other  churches  hold  to  the  doctrine  of  free  grace. 
One  in  Newport,  formerly  my  flock  ;  one  at  Swan¬ 
fea,  Mr.  Ephraim  Wheaton  ;  one  at  Bolfon,  Mr. 
Elifha  Callender.^^  And  thefe,  with  one  at  New¬ 
port,  and  one  at  Wefterly,  who  kept  the  feventh 
day,  were  all  the  Baptift  churches  then  in  New-En- 
gland.  Comer  gave  his  ideas  of  election  in  thefe 
words,  faying,  If  God  does  not  choofe  us,  we  fliail 
never  be  moved  to  choofe  him.  It  is  from  his  choice 
of  us  that  we  are  led  to  choofe  him.  i  Pet.  ii.  9,  2Theif. 
ii.  13.  They  are  chofen  to  obedience,  and  not  for 
obedience,  i  Peter  i.  2.  We  are  chofen  not  in  time 
upon  works,  but  before  time  exclufive.  Eph.  i.  4. 
All  is  rich,  fovereign,  free  and  pure  grace  in  G(>d 
through  Chriil.’’*  But  as  feme  would  not  hear  him 
preach  this  doctrine  there,  he  removed  to  Rehoboth,, 
and  elder  Nicholas  Eyres  came  to  Newport  in  Ofto'- 

*  Comcr*<i 
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ber,  1731,  and  was  a  pallor  of  this  church  until  his 
death,  February  13,  1759.  He  was  born  in  En¬ 
gland,  Augufl:  22,  iboi,  educated  in  the  city  of 
Briflol,  came  over  to  Nevv-York  about  1711,  was 
baptized  and  ordained  therein  1724,  but  his  church 
broke  up  in  1 730,  and  he  had  great  influence  among 
tncic  cnuiches  as  long  as  he  lived,  and  he  left  many 
nanu[cripts,  fome  of  which  have  been  ferviceable  in 
our  hillory.  His  fon.  Dr.  Thomas  Eyres,  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  Yale  college,  and  was  one  of  the  firll  fel- 
lov\s  01  our  college.  Mr.  Gardner  Thurllon  was 
born  in  Newport,  November  21,  1721,  met  with  a 
1  Itauin;  and  joined  to  this  church  in.  1741,  and  was 
ordained  their  pallor,  April  29,  1759.  The  doc¬ 
trines  of  grace  gradually  gained  ground  in  this 
church,  and  finging  in  public  W'orlhip  w'as  intro¬ 
duced  into  it  in  1765,  and  many  bleilings  have 
been  granted  among  them  fmce.  Dr.  William^ 
Rogers,  one  of  the  firll  clafs  in  our  college,  was 
called  to  preach  in  this  church,  and  he  went  to  Phil- 
adelpliia  in  1771,  where  he  has  been  ufeful  ever 
fince.  Elder  Burroughs,  of  Tiverton,  and  elder 
Jones,  of  Rehoboth,  fprang  alfo  from  this  church. 
Their  pallor  continued  with  them  through  all  the 
calamities  of  the  war,  and  is  ftill  ufeful  to  old  age. 

X.  The  third  Baptift  church  in  Newport  was 
fonned  in  the  following  manner.  Stephen  Mum- 
ford  came  over  from  London  in  1664,  and  brought 
the  opiiiioa  with  him,  that  the  whole  of  the  ten  com¬ 
mandments,  as  they  were  delivered  from  mount  Si¬ 
nai,  were  moral  and  immutable  ;  and  that  it  was  the 
antichrillian  power,  which  thought  to  change  times 
and  laws,  that  changed  the  Sabbath  from  the  feventh 
to  tlie  iirfL  day  of  the  week.  Several  members  of  the 
iiiit  church  in  ifewport  embraced  this  fentiment, 
and  yet  continued  with  the  church  for  fome  years, 
until  two  men  and  their  wives,  wTo  had  fo  done, 
tiiriied  back  to  the  keening  of  the  lirft  day  again. 

But 
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But  they  who  believed  that  this  practice  came  from 
antichrift,  were  much  concerned  about  it,  and  wrote 
to  their  friends  in  England  for  advice  thereon.  Aii 
anfwer  was  returned  from  London,  and  another  from 
Mr.  Edward  Stennett,  of  Abington,  March  6,  167O5 
who  faid,  My  dear  friends,  as  for  thofe  that  have 
drawn  back  from  the  Sabbath  to  profaiienefs,  after 
light  and  elfablifliment  therein,  yourfelves  muft  not 
take  pleafure  in  them,  but  mufl  withdraw  your¬ 
felves  from  them,  as  finful  and  diforderly  perloiis  ; 
and  if  the  church  will  hold  communion  with  thofe 
apoftates  from  the  truth,  you  ought  then  to  defire 
to  be  fairly  difmilfed  from  the  church,  which  if 
the  church  refufe,  you  ought  to  withdraw  your¬ 
felves,  and  not  be  partakers  of  other  men’s  fins,  but 
keep  yourfelves  pure,  but  with  all  humility,  meek- 
Hefs  and  brokennefs  of  heart.”  This  brought  on 
warm  debates  on  both  fides,  and  finally  a  feparatioa 
took  place,  in  December,  1671,  when  William  liif- 
cox,  Samuel  Hubbard,  Stephen  Mumford,  Roger 
Baiter,  and  three  fifters,  joined  in  covenant  as  a  dif- 
tinfl  church.  Mr.  Hubbard  wrote  to  their  brethren 
in  London,  Odober  6,  1672,  and  faid,  Dear 
brethren,  pray  for  us,  a  poor  weak  band  in  a  wii- 
dernefs,  befet  round  with  oppofites,  from  the  com¬ 
mon  adverfary,  and  from  Quakers,  generals  and  pro¬ 
fane  perfons,  and  moil  of  all  from  fuch  as  have  been 
our  familiar  acquaintance  :  but  our  battles  are  only 
in  words,  praifed  be  God.”*  Mr.  Hifcox  was  paftor 

ce  of 


*  If  the  following  things  are  confidered,  it  may  prevent  divifions  among 
Chriftiaiis  upon  this  article.  That  God  is  Lord  of  all  our  time  is  a  moral 
and  immutable  truth,  but  the  fandlifi cation  of  a  particular  day  was  never 
kno  vvn  to  man  without  a  politive  precept.  It  does  not  appear  that  Ifrael 
knew  any  thing  about  the  Sabbath  of  the  feventh  day,  until  after  they  came 
into  the  wildernds,  when  it  vs^as  faid  to  them,  To-morrow  is  the  refl;  of 
the  holy  Sabbath  unto  the  Lord.  And  he  afterwards  faid,  It  is  a  fign  be¬ 
tween  me  and  the  children  of  Ifrael  for  ever  for  In  fix.  days  the  Lord  made 
heaven  and  earth,  and  on  the  feventh  day  he  refted,  and  was  refreflied. 
Exodus  xvi.  23.  xxxi.  i  7.  And  every  man  in  Ifrael  who  broke  the  Sabbath, 
was  10  be  Honed  to  death.  Numbers  xv.  35.  But  when  ChilH  came,  he  faid 
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of  this  church  until  he  died,  May  24, 1704,  aged  66. 
Mr.  William  Gibfon,  who  came  from  London,  was 
their  fccond  paftor,  until  he  died,  March  12, 
aged  79.  Mr.  Jofeph  Crandal  had  been  a  colleague 
with  him  for  two  years,  and  he  continued  in  that 
office  until  he  was  taken  away  by  death,  September 
13,  1737.  Mr,  John  Maxon  was  their  next  paftor, 
from  1754,  unto  March  2,  1778,  when  he  died. 
Mr.  Ebenezer  David,  from -Philadelphia,  was  con^ 
verted  while  in  the  college  at  Providence^  where  he 
took  his  firft  degree  in  1772,  and  he  was  called  to 
preach  the  gofpel  the  next  year  by  this  church  with 
their  brethren  at  Plopkinton  ;  and  he  was  a  chaplain 
in  the  American  army,  much  efteemed,  until  he  died 
in  Pennfylvania^  March  19,  1778.  Thomas  Ward 
Was  an  early  member  of  this  church,  whofe  fon 
Richard  was  governor  of  the  colony  in  1741,  1742  ; 
and  his  fon  Samuel  was  governor  in  1762  and  1765, 
and  a  member  of  Congrefs  in  1774  and  1775,  until 
he  died  at  Philadelphia,  March  26,  1776,  aged  52. 
Each  of  thefe  were  merrrbers  of  this  church.  Mr# 
William  Blifs  was  called  to  preach  the  gofpel  by  this 
church  before  the  American  war,  and  he  continued 
with  them  through  the  war,  and  preached  frequently 
on  the  illand  when  the  Britifh  forces  were  there, 
from  whom  he  fuff'ered  much.  He  was  ordained  as 
an  eVangeliil:,  December  1779,  and  was  inftalled 

as 

fo  tlie  Jews,  ‘The  Son  of  Man  is  I.ord  even  of  the'  Sabbath  day.  Matt.  xii. 
And  after  his  afcenfion  to  heaven,  an  infpired  apoftle  faid,  He'  alfo  hath 
ceafed  from  his  own  works,  as  God  did  from  his.  Heb.  iv.  10.  Chrift  our 
palTover  was  facrificed  for  us  on  the  fixth  day  of  the  week,  and  the  next  day 
was  the  Sabbath,  and  fifty  days  from  thence  was  the  firft  day  of  the  week, 
v/hen  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  given,  and  three  thdufand  fiouls  were  converted, 
as  the  firf:  fruits  o-f  the  death  of  Chrift.  Levit.  xxiii.  5,  15, 16.  A<fts  ii.  I — 41. 
And  how  often  is  the  firft  day  of  the  week  fipoken  of  under  the  gofpel ! 
jVIatt.  xxviii.  I — f  Mark  xv.  2.  Luke  xxiv.  I.  John  xk.  I,  19,  a6.  A<9:s  xr, 
7.  And  as  liberality  to  the  faints  are  facrifices  to  God,  he  commands  them 
to  be  provided  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  i  Cor.  xvi.  i,  2.  Phil.  iv.  iS. 
Heb.  xiii.  16.  And  the  glory  of  the  miniftration  which  was  written  and 
engraven  in  ftones,  is  done  away  under  the  NewTcftament.  a  Cor.  iii.  6 — 8. 
fiat  the  Lord’s  day  is  ever  to  be  regarded.  Rev.  i.  lO.  Though  he  vyha 
dees  not  regard  it  to  the  Lord,  does  not  regard  it  at  all.  Rom.  xiv. 
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lis  paftof  of  this  churchy  December  24,  1780.  And 
he  is  fo  well  efteemed  by  the  Congregational  minif- 
ters  in  Newport,  as  to  be  frequently  called  to  fupply 
their  pulpits  when  they  go  journeys  into  the  country. 

XI.  There  have  been  a  number  of  Baptifts  in 
Newport  for  .many  years;  who  did  not  agree  fully 
with  either  of  the  old  churches  in  feme  things,  but 
chofe  to  meet  by  themfelves,  and  to  call  elders  from 
abroad  to  minifter  occafionally  to  them,  until  they 
formed  another  church  in  the  town.  They  carried 
the  liberty  for  every  brother  to  ihiprove  his  gifts  in 
public  worfliip,  beyond  what  the  other  churches  did  ; 
and  though  a  motion  was  lately  made  to  have  two 
of  their  mofi  gifted  brethren  ordained,  yet  the  mat¬ 
ter  was  deferred  for  further  confideration.  How¬ 
ever,  we  are  well  informed,  that  a  greater  harmonv 
has  lately  appeared  among  all  denominations  in 
Newport,  than  was  heretofore  known  among  them. 

XII.  Elder  Philip  Tabor  Was  paftor  of  the  Baptift 
church  in  Tiverton  and  Dartmouth,  before  he  was 
imprifoned  at  Briftol  for  not  favouring  minifterial 
tyranny;  Both  of  thefe  towns  were  under  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  government  until  J741  ;  and  becaufe  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  w^ould  not  receive  and 
fupport  Congregational  minifters,  a  falary  for  fuch 
was  put  into  their  State  tax,  and  they  were  to  draw 
it  out  of  the  State  treafury.  But  their  affelTors  being 
informed  of  it,  left  that  part  of  the  tax  on  rhofe  two 
towns  oiit  of  their  aifelfment.  Tabor  was  one  of 
them,  and  he,  with  three  alfeffors  more,  were  feized 
on  May  25,  172^,  and  were  imprifoned  at  Briftol 
until  an  agent  went  over  to  London,  and  procured 
their  releafe  by  an  order  from  the  king  and  counciL 
Our  fecond  volume,  p.  70—73.  He  lived  within 
the  bounds  of  Dartmouth,  but  their  meeting  was 
held  ii)  the  eaft  part  of  Tiverton,  where  he  miaifter- 
ed  to  this  Baptift  church,  until  he  died  in  November, 
1752.  Mr.  David  Round  was  born  in  Rehoboth, 
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in  January,  1706,  and  was  ordained  the  next  paftor 
of  this  church  about  1755,  and  miniftered  to  them 
for  many  years,  and  is  now  living  among  them,  and 
efteemed  as  a  pious  man.  But  as  his  gifts  were  fmall, 
the  church  called  Mr.  Peleg  Burroughs,  from  the 
lecond  church  in  Newport  to  preach  to  them  in  May, 
1775,  and  he  was  ordained  their  paftor,  April  13, 
1780.  A  happy  rain  of  righteoufnefs  was  then  grant- 
ed  among  them,  which  caufed  the  addition  of  about 
an  hundred  members  in  two  years.  Elder  Burroughs 
was  born  in  Newport,  June  5,  1748,  converted  in 
1766,  and  began  to  preach  in  1774  ;  and  he  is  ftill 
continued  with  this  church.  That  revival  of  relig¬ 
ion  caufed  the  gathering  of  a  Baptift  church  in  the 
fouth  borders  of  Freetown,  February  15,  1781,  and 
Mr.  Amos  Burris,  from  Groton,  in  Connecticut, 
was  inftalled  their  paftor.  May  22,  1783.  But  in 
Odober,  1784,  he  removed  into  the  State  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  they  removed  their  meeting  into  the  north 
borders  of  Tiverton,  where  it  now  is  ;  and  two  men 
were  raifed  up  to  preach  among  them,  who  were 
unitedly  ordained  as  their  pallors.  May  19,  1795, 
namely,  James  Boomer  and  Job  Barden.  The  latter 
is  blind,  as  to  natural  fight,  but  he  hath  fuch  fpirit- 
ual  light  as  to  be  efteemed  a  clear  preacher  of  the 
gofpel.  A  Baptifl  church  was  formed  in  New-Shore- 
ham,  on  BlockTfland,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Dodge  was 
ordained  their  pallor  in  1784. 

Cou7ity  of  BriJloL 

XIII.  Though  the  charter  of  Rhode-Illand  colo¬ 
ny,  which  Mr.  Clarke  obtained  in  1663,  plainly  in¬ 
cluded  the  lands  which  now  are  in  the  towns  of  Brif- 
tol,  Barrington  and  Warren,  as  well  as  two  more 
towns  which  are  in  the  county  of  Newport,  and  one 
in  the  county  of  Providence,  yet  the  Maffachufetts 
held  them  until  the  year  1741  :  fince  that  time, 
the  three  towns  firll  named,  form  the  county  of  Brif- 

tol 
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tol  in  this  State.  Warren  was  a  part  of  the  town  of 
Swanfea,  and  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  firfl 
church  there  were  formed  into  a  church  in  Warren, 
October  15,  17643  and  Dr.  Manning  was  their  min- 
ifter  until  he  removed  to  Providence  in  1770,  as  we 
before  obferved.  After  fome  time,  this  church  ob¬ 
tained  Mr.  Charles  Thompfon  to  preach  to  them, 
and  he  was  ordained  their  paftor,  July  3,  1771.  He 
was  born  at  Amwell,  in  New-jerfey,  April  14,  1 748, 
was  one  of  the  firft  graduates  in  our  college  at  W ar- 
ren  in  1769  ;  and  fuch  a  bleffing  was  granted  on  his 
miniftry  there  as  to  increafe  the  church  from  fifty  to 
eighty-three  members  in  four  years.  But  when  the 
war  came  on,  it  had  many  pernicious  effefts  ;  and  the 
enemy  came  up  to  Warren  and  burnt  their  meeting- 
houfe  and  their  houfe  for  the  minifiry.  May  25,  1778, 
and  carried  Mr.  Thompfon  away  as  a  priloner  and 
confined  him  in  a  guard-fhip  at  Newport.  After  his 
deliverance  was  obtained,  he  went  up  into  Comiedi- 
cut  and  preached  in  feveral  places,  and  then  was 
called  and  fettled  at  Swanfea  in  1779,  as  was  before 
r-elated.  The  burnings  and  deftruftions  which  were 
made  by  the  Britifh  forces  at  Warren,  prevented  their 
erecfing  another  houfe  for  worihip  for  many  years  ; 
neither  could  they  unite  in  fettling  another  paftor 
until  lately.  Mr.  Luther  Baker  was  raifed  up  among 
them,  and  he  was  ordained  their  minifter,  October  j  7, 
1793,  and  it  is  hoped  that  he  may  be  ufeful  to  them 
for  many  years  to  come. 

County  of  Wafdington. 

XIV.  As  there  is  no  fettled  minifter  who  holds 
to  infant  baptifm,  in  any  part  of -this  State  weft  of 
Newport  and  Providence,  it  may  be  proper  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  reafons  of  it.  A  leading  caufe  of  it 
appears  to  be  the  fufFerings  of  many  of  their  fathers 
from  Pedobaptifts.  After  Samuel  Gorton  and  his 
friends  had  purchafed  the  lands  in  Warwick  of  In- 
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dian  Sachems,  they  were  feized  and  carried  to  Bof- 
ton  by  an  armed  force,  in  the  fall  of  1643,  and  were 
confined  in  thole  parts  all  winter,  and  then  were 
banifhed  upon  pain  of  death,  not  only  out  of  the 
Maffachufetts  colony,  but  alfo  from  their  own  lands. 
And  captain  Edward  Johnfon,  who  was  one  of  the 
officers  that  carried  them  away,  publiffied  the  views 
they  had  in  thefe  proceedings,  in  a  hiftory  which 
was  printed  in  Imndon  in  1654.  He  reprefents  it 
as  the  command  of  Chrift  to  them,  that  they  ffiould 
lubdue  all  his  enemies  in  this  country,  as  Ifrael  did 
ih^  heathen  in  Canaan.  ^  And  he  fays,  Fail  not  in 
profecution  of  the  work,  for  pur  Lord  Chrifl  hath 
iurniffied  you  with  able  pilots,  to  fleer  the  helm  in  ^ 
godly  peaceable  civil  government ;  then  fee  that  you 
make  choice  of  fuch  as  are  found  both  in  profeflion 
and  confeffion,  men  fearing  God  and  hating  bribes  ; 
whofe  commiffion  is  not  limited  with  the  com¬ 
mands  of  the  fecond  table^  but  they  are  to  look 
to  the  rules  of  the  firft  table  alfo.  And  let 
them  be  fure  to  put  on  Jofhua’s  refolution  and 
courage,  neyer  to  make  a  league  with  any  of 
thefe  leven  fedtaries,  i.  The  Gorionifts^  who  deny 
the  humanity  of  Chrifl,  and  moft  blafphemoufly  and 
proudly  profefs  themfelves  to  be  perfonally  Chrifl. 
2.  The  PapiJisj  who,  with  (almofl)  equal  blafphemy 
and  pride,  prefer  their  own  merits  and  works  of  fu- 
pererogation  as  equal  with  Chrifl’s  invaluable  death 
and  fufterings.  3'.  The  Fa?nali/is^  who  depend  upon 
rare  revelations,  and  forfake  the  fure  reyealed  word 
of  Chrifl.  4.  Seehersy  who  deny  the  churches  and 
ordinances  of  Chrifl.  5.  Antmomiansy  who  deny  the, 

^  moral  law  to  be  the  rule  of  Chrifl.  6.  Anabapti/lsy 
who  deny  ciyil  government  to  be  proved  of  Chrifl. 
7.  The  Prelacy y  who  will  have  their  own  injundtions 
fubmitted  unto  in  the  church  of  Chrifl. But  Gor- 
ton  and  fome  of  his  friends  went  over  to  England, 
and  procured  an  order  from  thence,  for  them  to  en- 
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Joy  the  lands  which  they  had  purchafed.  And  as  he 
^dtually  held,  that  what  we  read  about  the  coming, 
death  and  refurreftion  of  Chrift,  are  to  be  under- 
ftood  myftkally,  and  not  literally,  he  taught  his  tol- 
lowers  in  that  way,  and  fixed  lading  prejudices  in 
their  minds  againfl  all  church^  government,  as  welj 
as  af^ainft  tyranny  under  religions  pretences.  And 
many  of  their  pofterity  negled  public  worfhip  even 
to  our  times, ^  The  fufferings  of  the  Quakers  alio 
who  came  to  America  after  Johnlon’s  hiflory  was 
publifhed,  filled  many  wdth  great  diflike  to  the  ruling 
denomination  in  the  lylalfachufetts*  lo  which  we 
may  add,  that  no  communities  who  held  to  iniant 
baptifm,  ever  prevailed  much  without  the  fwoid  or 
the  magiftrate  to  uphold  them,  or  oppreffion  to  drive 
them  together-  Neither  have  Baptift  chuiches  proi^ 
pered  much  withoyt  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  Qod 

among  them.  ^ 

XV.  The  firft  Baptift  church  in  the  county  of 

Waftiington  was  in  North-Kingfton.  Elder  Baker 
went  from  Newport,  and  began  a  meeting  there  to¬ 
wards  the  clofe  of  the  laft  century,  as  Mr.  Comer 
informs  us ;  and  a  paper  of  their  own,  dates  the  be. 
ginning  of  their  chyrch  about  1710.  Mr.  Richard 
Sweet  was  their  paftor  for  many  years,  and  lived  tiU 
after  1740.  Mr.  David  Sprague  was  ordained  a  col¬ 
league  with  him  about  1739*  The  great  awaken¬ 
ings  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  in  and  after  174*9 
affeaed  a  number  of  people  in  theft  parts,  which 
caufed  various  controverfies.  The  laying  on  of  hands 
upon  every  member  had  been  carried  ft  far,  as  not 
to  allow  their  members  to  hear  any  others  pray  or 
preach.  And  when  Mr.  Bound,  of  Bofton,  met 
elder  Wightman,  of  Groton,  at  Vrarwick,  in  1743' 
the  elders  with  whom  he  was  conneaed  oppofed  his 

acting 

♦  A  fenfible  man  in  Cranfton,  by  particular  reqiieft,  took  an  account  of  all 
the  inhabitant^f  that  town  in  17  74,  be  tonnd  thirty-eight^famiUes  w’no 
attended  no  religious  meeting  at  all,  nor  their  fathers  befoie  tnem.  ijicie. 
tjprang  from  the  fwft  planters  of  Warvykk. 
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afting  in  tlie  ordination  ;  and  Mr.  John  Callender, 
ot  Newport,  wrote  an  unfavourable  account  of  it  to 
Lngland,  and  alfo  of  the  work  then  going  on  in  the 
land,  and  faid,  I  have  feen  no  caufe  to  alter  the 
opinion  I  early  entertained  of  Mr.  Whitefield,  that 
he  was  a  fecond  George  Fox.^^  But  all  experience 
iince  hath  evidenced  his  great  miftake.  For  the 
plan  of  doftrine  which  Whitefield  held  forth  was 
diiectly  oppofite  to  that  which  Fox  taught,  and  he 
ever  appeared  againfi:  the  idea  of  raifing  any  new 
lect  in  the  world,  and  exerted  all  his  powers  to  re¬ 
vive  pure  religion,  according  to  the  holy  feriptures, 
lunong  all  forts  of  people  wdiereever  he  came,  and 
left  the  government  of  churches  to  others.  But  Mr. 
^Vefley  and  his  followers  have  been  exceeding  zeal¬ 
ous  for  the  doftrines  which  Fox  held,  and  to  raife 
a  new  feef  under  another  name,  ft  he  work  which 
Legan  in  the  year  174^9  naturally  caufed  oppofitioii 
to  arife  in  all  who  were  fettled  down  in  formality, 
of  every  denomination.  And  the  general  meeting 
of  the  Baptifl  churches  at  Newport,  September  ii, 
^749?  font  an  addrefs  to  their  brethren,  in  which 
they  faid,  We  have  endeavoured  to  promote  and 
maintain  general  peace  and  unity  among  the  broth¬ 
erhood,  and  have  not  been  altogether  unfuccefsful ; 
and  we  heartily  defire  that  the  fruits  and  effeas  of 
our  endeavours  may  diffufe  and  fpread  themfelves 
abroad  in  other  places,  and  throughout  the  churches. 
And  though  we  fhould  have  been  glad  to  have  had 
the  company  and  affiftance  of  more  of  our  minifters 
and  brethren,  to  carry  on  and  encourage  the  'great 
work  of  our  Redeemer's  kingdom  ;  yet  we  who  are  af- 
fembled  in  our  general  meeting,  according  to  our  gen¬ 
eral  charafter,  do  take  courage  in  the  Lord  to  confid- 
er  by  what  means  the  general  intereft  and  peace  of 
the  churches  might  be  promoted,  and  grieve  at  any 
Tueafures  or  fieps  that  w^ere  or  had  been  taken,  by  • 
which  the  fame  were  Idfened  and  impaired.  This 

gave 
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gave  us  occafion  to  confider  the  fad  diflenfions  and 
divifions  which  feem  to  be  carrying  on  in  feverai 
churches  ;  more  efpecially  at  South-Kingllon,  North- 
Kingflon,  Warwick,  Greenwich,  &cd^  i  his  was 
figned  by  Daniel  Wightman,  Philip  Tabor,  Nicholas 
Eyers,  Samuel  Winlor,  Job  Mafon,  and  Stephen 
Gorton,  elders,  with  feven  brethren.  Elder  Sprague 
had  been  much  engaged  in  preaching  up  the  doc¬ 
trines  which  had  promoted  the  late  revival  of  relig¬ 
ion  in  this  country,  and  he  afiifted  in  ordaining  Mr. 
Samuel  Drown,  as  pahor  of  a  Baptift  church  lately 
formed  in  Coventry,  October  ii,  1749,  where  he 
met  with  feverai  feparate  minilters  trom  Connecti¬ 
cut,  and  invited  them  to  come  and  preach  among 
his  people,  which  they  did  with  great  effefts.  And 
on  April  4,  1750,  Sprague  aCted  with  Mr.  Paine,  in 
ordaining  Mr.  Stephen  Babcock  as  paflor  of  a  Bap- 
till  church  in  Weflerly.  And  upon  thefe  things, 
above  feventy  members  of  this  church,  male  and  fe¬ 
male,  figned  a  paper  in  May,  1750,  to  fliut  him  out 
of  their  meeting-houfe,  and  he  w^ent  and  gathered  a 
church  in  Exeter.  Mr.  James  Wightman  was  after¬ 
wards  ordained  a  paflor  of  this  church,  and  remain¬ 
ed  fo  until  his  death  in  the  fpring  of  1791.  Mr. 
Nathan  Hill  w^as  ordained  a  colleague  with  him  in 
1781,  and  ftill  continues  in  that  office.  And  for 
fome  years  paft  they  have  received  men  to  preach 
in  their  meeting-houfe,  who  have  held  forth  the  doc¬ 
trine  that  was  ffiut  out  of  it  in  i  750.  A  church  was 
formed  in  connexion  with  them  in  Richmond,  and 
Mr.  John  Pendleton  was  ordained  their  paflor  in 
June,  1771  ;  and  Mr.  Henry  Joflia  fucceeds  him 
therein. 

XVI.  Plopkinton  was  once  the  north  part  of 
Weflerly,  where  fome  of  Mr.  Clarke’s  church  lived, 
before  the  feparation  on  account  of  the  Sabbath  took 
place  in  1671.  Mr.  John  Crandal  was  one  of  them, 
who  w^as  imprifoned  with  Clarke  and  Holmes  at  Bof- 

ton. 
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Ion,  in  1651.  He  was  called  over  to  New-London, 
and  baptized  fonie  men  there  in  1674,  for  which  the 
minifter  of  the  town  threatened  him  with  a  profecu- 
Lott  the  next  court  ,  and  old  Mrs.  Rogers  was 
laid  under  admonition  for  maintaining  that  children 
had  no  right  to  baptifm,”  In  1678  Mr,  Hubbard 
wrote  to  a  friend  in  Jamaica,  and  faid,  Our  num¬ 
ber  here  is  twenty,  at  Wefterly  feven,  and  at  NeWr 
London  ten.”  On  Uecember  7,  i68i,  he  wrote  to 
England,  that  two  Indians  came  to  Newport  that 
week  from  Nantucket,  who  were  Baptifts,  and  one 
of  them  a  preacher,  with  “  a  letter  of  recommenda¬ 
tion  from  one  Peter  Folger,  a  mctnber  of  our  old 
church  that  is,  of  Mr.  Clarke’s  church.  '  This 
preacher  w'as  going  over  to  Soconet  to  preach  to  the 
Indians  there,  of  which  captain  Church  had  given 
them  notice,  ihonias  Weft  and  his  wife,  and  an* 
other  Englifla  woman,  and  two  Indians,  of  Martha’s 
Vineyard,  had  joined  to  this  church  at  Newport  be¬ 
fore  ;  and  on  January  28,  1682,  Hubbard  wrote  to 
Providence,  and  faid,  “  There  is  a  brother  here,  of 
Martha’s  Vineyard,  one  Ifaac  Takkamme,  an  Indian, 
who  brings  word  that  all  are  well  there  ;  brother 
Weft  and  his  wife,  and  fifter  Rogers,  and  our  broth¬ 
er  David  Oke^,  an  Indian,  and  that  they  hand  faft 
in  the  faith/’  Ifaac  Decamy  was  afterwards  paftor 
of  a  Baptift  church  among  the  Indians  there,  who 
might  be  the  fame  perfon.  Our  firft  volume,  p.  438. 
Jn  1708  the  brethren  at  Wefterly  were  amicably  dif- 
mifled,  and  formed  a  church  there-  I  have  not  ob¬ 
tained  an  exafl:  account  of  their  minifters  fince, 
though  I  find  by  Mr.  Comer  that  Mr.  Jofeph  Maxon 
w^as  their  paftor  in  1729,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Hifcox 
was  a  preacher  among  them  ;  and  he  was  a  minifter 
there  to  old  age.  Mr.  Jpftiua  Clarke  w^as  a  minifter 
at  Hopkinton  for  many  years,  and  died  in  June, 
1792.  And  by  a  letter  from  Rhode-Ifland,  Septem¬ 
ber  1 1,  1795,  we  are  informed  that  The  church 

at 
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at  Hopkinton  at  prefent  confifts  of  four  hundred  and 
(ixty-two  members,  under  the  care  of  the  Reveiend 
John  Burdick,  who  was  ordained  an  evangelift,  June 
0, 1 774,  and  inftalled  paftor  of  the  church,  September 
3!  1793.  At  the  fame  time  and  place,  Henry  Clarke, 
(fon  of  the  late  elder  Jolhua  Clarke)  was  ordained 
an  evangelift.  Alfo  Ala  Coon  was  ordained  an 
pvangelift  the  fame  day.'  Three  churches  have  been 
fet  off  from  this  church  at  Hopkinton  in  fellowftiip 
in  fifteen  years.  Qne  at  Briftol,  in  Connecticut,  con- 
llituted  in  September,  1780,  formerly  under  the  care 
of  the  Reverend  John  Davis,  deceafed,  of  about  fev»;; 
enty  members.  A  fecond  church  at  Peterfburgh,  irr 
iSFew-York  State,  of  ninety«two  members,  under  the 
care  of  the  Reverend  William  Cpon.  A  third  at 
New-London  great  neck,  of  forty-two  members,  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  the  Reverend  Davis  Rogers.  Elder 
Clarke  has  lately  moved  to  Brookfield  at  the  Uno- 
dille,  in  the  State  of  New-York,  where  are  about 
twenty  members  who  meet  ftatedly  on  the  Sabbath 
ifor  divine  worfhip,  and  it  is  expected  that  they  will 
ibon  form  into  a  church.’^ 

XVII.  Mr.  David  Sprague  was  born  at  Hingham, 
in  the  Maffachufetts,  and  was  converted  at  Scituate, 
in  this  State,  where  he  joined  Baptift  church 

under  the  care  of  elder  Fifk.  As  he  w^as  a  man  of 
fuperior  gifts,  he  was  invited  to  preach  among  them  ; 
but  a  fenfe  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  work  made  him 
afraid  to  attempt  it,  until  a  paflfage  of  fcripture  was 
opened  with  peculiar  clearnefs  to  his  mind,  and  then 
he  came  forward  and  delivered  a  fermon.  Ihls  was 
very  agreeable  to  his  minifter,  and  to  the  people  ;  but 
when  he  preached  his  fecond  difcourfe,  they  oblerv- 
ed  more  the  tenor  of  his  teaching,  apd  faid  to  him. 
If  you  go  on  in  this  way,  you  will  be  as  bad  an 
eledionet'  as  any  of  the  Prelbyterjans.’^*  This  account 
i  received  from  his  own  mouth  ;  and  he  informed 
pe,  that  their  oppofitron  turned  him  back  into  their 

^  ‘  general 
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general  way  of  preaching,  for  a  number  of  year' 
>/ind  his  coming  forward  in  preaching  as  he  was  firi 
taught,  caufed  his  being  fout  out  of  the  church  wher 
he  was  firft  ordained,  and  another  was  formed  a 
Txeter  m  the  fall  of  1 750.  But  as  they  had  befor, 
made  fo  much  of  externai  baptifm  and  laying  on  o 
hands,  they  now  went  over  to  the  other  extreme 
and  received  one  or  more  to  the  ordinance  of  thi 
lupper  without  any  water  baptifm.  The  powerfu 
efieUs  of  the  preaching  of  feparate  miniRers  froii 
Connetlicut,  had  a  great  influence  to  caufe  this  turr 
in  their  minds  and  an  acquaintance  with  liveli 
>aptin;  minifters,  alfo  removed  the  prejudices  again!] 
the  Baptifts,  from  the  minds  of  many  in  Connefticut. 
and  many  were  fooiv  baptized,  and  it  feemed  at 
^ough  all  their  feparate  churches  would  becomt 
Baptdls.  But  this  raifed  fuch  oppofition  to  what 
they  called  re-baptizing,  in  the  mind  of  the  pallor  oi 
the  feparate  church  in  Canterbury,  where  the  fepar- 
ation  began,  that  he,  with  others,  prevailed  with  fev- 
en  or  eight  teachers  to  retraft  their  baptifm  by  im- 
inerfion.  And  a  council  of  them  cenfured  the  paf- 
tor  of  the  firfl  feparate  church  in  Middleborough, 
becaufe  he  lefufed  to  follow  that  example.  But  this 
cenfure  caufed  the  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  twen- 
ty-feven  churches  at  Exeter,  May  23,  1753,  who 
condemned  the  cenfuring  of  each  other  on  either 
fide.  Our  fecond  volume,  p.  210,  21 1.  Thpugh 
the  divifions  and  controverfies  that  have  appeared 
where  believers’  baptifm  hath  been  introduced,  hath 
been  held  up  as  a  ftrong  argument  againlt  it  from 
age  to  age.  In  1653  Mr.  Henry  Dunfter,  prefident 
ol  the  college  at  Cambridge,  gave  up  infant  baptifm, 
and  preached  againft  it  in  the  pulpit  there.  But  Mr. 
Jonathan  Mitchel,  pallor  of  their  church,  went  to 
talk  with  liim  upon  it,  after  which  he  faid,  “  I  had 
a  llrange  experience  ;  I  found  hurrying  and  prelTing 
luggellions  againll  pedobaptifm,  and  injected  Icruples 

and 
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and  thoughts  whether  the  other  way  might  not  ha 
right,  and  infant  baptifni  an  invention  of  men^  and 
whether  I  might  with  a  good  conlcience  baptize 
children,  and  the  like.  And  thefe  thoughts  were 
darted  in  with  fome  iinpreiTion,  and  left  a  ftrange 
confufion  and  hcklinefs  upon  my  fpirit.  Yet,  me- 
thought,  it  was  not  hard  to  difcern  that  they  were 
from  the  EVIL  ONE.  i.  Becaufe  they  were  rather 
injeded,  hurrying  fuggeflions,  than  any  deliberate 
thoughts,  or  bringing  any  light  with  them.  2.  Be¬ 
caufe  they  were  unfeafonable^  interrupting  me  in  my 
ftudy  for  the  Sabbath,  and  putting  my  fpirit  into  con¬ 
fufion,  fo  as  1  had  much  ado  to  do  aught  in  my  fer- 
mon.  It  was  not  now  a  time  to  ftudy  that  matter  5 
but  when  in  the  former  part  of  the  week  I  had  given 
myfelf  to  that  ftudy,  the  more  I  ftudied  it,  the  more 
clear  and  rational  light  I  faw  for  pedobaptifm  ;  but 
now  thefe  fuggeflions  hurried  me  into  fcruples*  But 
they  made  me  cry  out  to  God  for  his  help,  and  he 
did  afterward  calm  and  clear  up  my  fpirit.  I  thought 
the  end  of  them  was,  Firft,  to  fhew  me  the  corrup¬ 
tion  of  my  mind  ;  how  apt  that  was  to  take  in  error* 
even  as  my  heart  is  to  take  in  luft.  Secondly,  to 
make  me  walk  in  fear,  and  to  take  hold  on  jefu?; 
Chrift  to  keep  me  in  the  truth  ;  and  it  was  a  check 
to  my  former  felftconfidence,  and  it  made  me  fearful 
to  go  needlefsly  to  Mr.  Dunfter  ;  for,  methought;,  I 
found  a  venom  and  poifon  in  his  infmuations  and  dif- 
courfes  againft  pedobaptifm.  Thirdly,  that  I  might 
be  mindful  of  the  aptnefs  in  others  to  be  foon  flialLen; 
in  mind,  and  tliat  I  might  warn  others  thereof,  and 
might  know  how  to  fpeak  to  them  from  experience. 
And  indeed  my  former  experience  ot  irreligious  in- 
jeflions,  v/as  lome  help  to  me  to  difcover  the  nature 
of  thefe.  I  refolved  alfo  on  Mr.  Hooker’s  principle^, 
that  1  would  have  an  argument  able  to  remove  a 
mountain,  before  I  would  recede  from,  or  appcasr 
againft  a  truth  or  uradice  received  amon;r  the  faith¬ 
ful."’ 
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ful.”*  Dr.  Cotton  Mather  publifhed  this  accoiint 
1697,  and  Mr.  John  Cleaveland  of  Ipfwich  infert< 
It  in  the  introduaion  to  a  large  pamphlet  on  infa: 
baptifra,  which  he  publiffied  at  Salem,  1784;  M 
Cleaveland  was  expelled  out  of  New-Haven  co 
lege  in  1744,  for  meeting  for  worfhip,  on  tl 
I.oid  s  day  in^  a  houfe  feparate  from  the  parii 
meeting-houfe  in  Canterbury,  with  the  firft  Coi 
gregational  church  in  that  town,  who  had  refu 
ed  to  receive  a  teacher  whom  the  world  would  hav 
forced  upon  them.  But  our  Lord  fays.  Many  th; 
are  firft  lhall  be  laft,  and  the  laft  lliall  be  firft.  Mat 
xix.  30.  And  fo  it  hath  been  in  our  land;  Thol 
feparate  churches  began  in  Canterbury,  from  whenc 
they  fpread  through  all  our  country  ;  but  there  ! 
not  One  of  them  now  left  in  the  Maffachufetts,  an! 
but  few  in  Conneaicut,  while  Canterbury  ftill  refui 
eth  to  give  up  infant  fprinkling.  The  church  ii 
Lxeter  profpered  Under  the  miniftry  of  elder  Spragui 
for  about  ten  years,  and  then  he  gave  up  comrnunioi 
Ju  the  ordinance  of  the  fupper  with  all  who  wen 
only  fprinkled  in  infancy,  which  caufed  his  difmiffior 
from  this  church.  He  then  went  and  preached  j 
’^hile  at  New-London,  and  another  feafon  on  Block 
Illand,  which  is  called  New-Shoreham  ;  after  whid 
he  returned  to  Exeter,  where  he  died  in  1777.  Hit 
lori,  Solomon  Sprague,  Was  early  changed  by  grace, 
and  he  was  ordained  a  pallor  of  this  church  June  ij 
1769.  He  was  a  good  phyfician,  as  well  as  a  faithful 
and  fuccefsful  minifter  of  the  gofpel,  until  he  fell 
afteep  in  February,  1794,  aged  65.  Mr.  Jofeph  Cafe 
was  a  ufeful  preacher  in  this  church,  until  he  remov- 
ed  into  the  State  of  New-York,  in  1791;  This 
church  have  experienced  greater  blefiings  fince  they 
gave  up  mixed  communion  thari  ever  they  did  before, 
ivir.  John  Lillingnaft  nas  been  a  main  leader  among 
them  lately. 
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XVIII.  Mr.  Stephen  Babcock  was  one  of  the 
firft  members  of  a  Congregational  church  that  was 

formed  in  Wefterly,  May  Si 

years  after  he  faw  fuch  oppolition  m  his  mmiiter 
and  others,  againft  what  he  believed  to  be  the  pow¬ 
er  of  godlinefs,  that  he  withdrew  and  fet  up  a  meet¬ 
ing  at  his  own  houl'e,  arid  a  church  was  gathered 
there,  and  he  was  ordained  their  pallor,  April  4^ 
in  CO’,  in  whofe  ordination  elder  David  Sprague 
and  elder  Solomon  Paine  united,  it  being  the  firft  , 
inftance  of  the  two  denominations  uniting  in  fuch 
an  adlion  among  thefe  churches.  Elder  Babcock 
Was  zealous  for  fuch  a  union  all  his  days,  while  oth¬ 
ers  renounced  it.  He  died  after  the  war  began  in 
■  1775.  His  fon  Gliver  Babcock  was  his  fucceffor  in 
that  office  until  he  died,  February  13,  1784'  His 
coufm  Elkanah  Babcock  was  their  next  minifter,  un¬ 
til  the  majority  of  the  church  rejedled  him  becaufe 
of  his  turning  off  into  corrupt  principles.  In  the 
mean  time  another  church  was  gathered  in  Wefterly, 
about  the  year  1770,  and  Mr*  Ifaiah  Wilcox  was 
ordained  their  pallor,  who  was  very  zealous  for  the 
communion  of  the  two  denominations  together,  and 
they  were  a  large  church  when  he  died  in  March, 

1 793.  In  the  fall  of  1 7 50,  fuch  a  church  was  form¬ 
ed  in  South-Kingllon,  and  Mr.-  James  Rogers  was  or¬ 
dained  their  pallor,  and  he  continued  fo  about  twen¬ 
ty  years  ;  but  he  had  entangled  himfelf  fo  much  its 
the  affairs  of  this  life,  and  was  involved  fo  deeply  in 
debt,  that  he  w'ent  off  into  the  State  of  Mew'-York, 
and  his  church  was  divided  and  diffolved.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  them,  who  Hill  hold  to  mixed  communiotv  - 
have  lately  had  a  revival  among  them,  to  whom  oth¬ 
ers  have  joined,  and  they  are  of  the  Groton  confer¬ 
ence.  But  in  the  work  which  began  in  1778,  a 
number  gave  up  mixed  communion,  and  formed  2.' 
church  there,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Weight  was  or- 

dainrf 
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darned  their  paftor,  in  Auguft,  1781,  in  which  office 
he  IS  yet  continued.  Another  church  arofe  out  of 

'774,  who  fmce  meet 
in  Richmond,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Barber  was  or- 

darned  their  pallor  in  1793.  In  another  part  of 
Ridimond  a  new  church  was  formed,  and  Mr. 
t.havles  Bols  was  ordained  their  pallor  in  Tune 
1781,  and  he  was  well  elleemed  in  his  office  until 
us  deatn  in  1789.  Thefe  three  churches  do  not 
hold  to  mixed  communion.  But  when  the  church 
in  Lxeter  gave  up  that  praHice,  deacon  Philip  Ten- 
bins  drew  oft  from  them,  and  gathered  a  church  in 
that  way,  j uly  21,1 764, and  he  was  ordained  their  paf- 
tor  tne  oth  of  September  following,  and  is  llill  contin¬ 
ued  with  them.  Their  meeting  is  in  North-Kingllon. 

And  ill  the  glorious  year  1780,  religion  was  revived 
in  the  louth  part  of  that  town,  and  a  new  church 
was  gathered,  and  Mr. William  Northup  was  ordained 
their  pallor  in  1 782,  and  they  are  now  a  large  church. 
An  Indian  Baptill  church  was  formed  in  Charlef- 
town,  in  this  county,  above  thirty  years  ago,  of 
which  James  Symons  was  pallor,  and  then  Samuel 
Hiles  ;  and  they  had  many  valuable  Chrillians  there¬ 
in  ;  *  but  moll  of  them  are  fmce  dead,  and  the  church 
is  diflblved.  The  chief  of  the  Indians  who  are  living 
have  removed  into  the  State  of  New-York. 

County  of  Kent. 

XLf.  'Ihe  firll  Baptill  church  in  this  county 
was  in  Warwick,  and  Mr.  ManalTeh  Martin  was 
their  miniller,  before  1 730.  In  a  letter  from  gov¬ 
ernor  Jencks,  in  February  that  year,  he  fays,  “  I  have 
often  heard,  that  elder  Martin  "denied  that  Chrifl  re¬ 
ceived  any  part  of  the  human  nature  of  the  virgin 
Mary,  in  whofe  womb  he  was  conceived,  and  by 
whom  he  was  born  into  the  world.”  He  held  Jefus 
to  be  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  but  held  His 
luimanity  in  a  myftical  way,  which  caufed  much  un- 

eafinefs 
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eafinefs  among  his  brethren,  excepting  elder  Everet, 
who  appeared  to  be  of  his  mind.  Mr.  Charles  Hol¬ 
den  fucceeded  Martin,  and  was  paftor  of  this  church 
for  many  years  ;  and  Mr.  Abraham  Lippet  was  or¬ 
dained  therein  in  Odober,  i782  ;ibutin  1794110 
removed  into  the  State  of  New^-York,  and  Mr.  Sam¬ 
uel  Littlefield  was  ordained  in  his  place  at  Warwick. 
The  church  in  Eaft-Greenwdch  was  formed,  and 
Mr.  Daniel  Fiik  was  ordained  their  pallor  in  June, 
1743.  He  was  fon  to  elder  Fifk.,  of  Scituate ;  and 
he  miniflered  to  this  church  about  four  years,  and 
then  was  difmilfed  and  went  and  preached  in  vari¬ 
ous  places,  until  he  died  with  the  fmall-pox  in  Swan- 
fea  in  1 764.  Mr.  John  Gorton  was  born  in  Cranf- 
ton,  April  22,  1723,  and  was  ordained  a  pallor 
of  this  church,  September  6,  1753;  and  he  was 
an  acceptable  minifter  among  thein  until  his  death, 
in  1793.  And  Mr.  Manchefter,  of  Coventry,  now 
miniflereth  alfo  to  this  church*  Mr.  Timothy 
Greene  was  formerly  the  pallor  of  a  Baptill  church 
in  Coventry,  wherein  Mr.  Thomas  Manchefter  was 
ordained,  September  12,  1782.  A  church  Vv^as 
formed  in  the  weft  part  of  Warwick,  in  connexion 
with  thefe,  and  Mr.  David  Corpe  was  ordained  their 
minifter  in  1791.  A  Baptift  church  had  been  form¬ 
ed  in  the  fame  place  about  fifty  years  ago,  and  Mr. 
Benjamin  Peirce  was  ordained  their  pallor,  and 
they-  came  into  fellowlhip  wdth  Exeter  church  and 
others  in  1 750.  And  they  increafed  fo  much,  that 
‘Mr.  Peter  Werden  was  ordained  a  colleague  with 
him.  May  21,  1751.  And  he  laboured  there  until 
April,  17575  when  he  removed  up  to  Coventry,  by 
the  confent  of  the  church.  After  Mr.  Peirce's  death, 
Mr.  Budlong  was  their  minifter  for  a  while,  and 
then  this  church  w^as  diflblved,  and  many  of  them 
•removed  into  other  parts  of  the  country.  There 
was  a  pow^erful  work  in  Coventry  in  1748,  and  a 
-Baptift  church  w^as  formed  there,  and  Mr.  Samuel 
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Brown  was  ordained  their  paftor,  Odlober  1 1, 1749. 
But  m  a  few  years  he  gave  up  his  Baptifl;  principles, 
and  Went  and  fettled  at  Portfmouth,  in  New-Hamp- 
fbire,  where  he  pradifed  infant  baptifm  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  days.  He  died  there  January  17,  1770. 
After  elder  Werden  removed  to  Coventry,  he  min- 
iftered  to  the  church  there  for  twelve  years,  in  which 
time  many  were  hopefully  converted,  and  Chriftians 
were  built  Up  in  the  ways  of  God,  and  then,  as  a 
laige  part  of  his  people  had  removed,  he  alfo  went 
Slid  fettled  where  he  now  is  in  Berkftiire.  The  weft 
part  of  Coventry,  and  of  the  towns  adjacent,  had 
very  little  of  the  appearance  of  religion  among 
them,  until  God  was  pleafed  to  pour  out  his  Spirit 
upon  them  in  the  beginning  of  1773.  Mr.  Caleb 
iNichols  was  greatly  blelFed  in  his  labours  there 
afterwards.  He  was  born  in  Weft-Greenwich  in 
March,  17435  nret  with  a  change  in  1767,  and  be¬ 
gan  to  preach  among  this  people  in  1773,  a 
church  was  formed,  and  he  was  ordained  their 
pallor  in  June,  1774.  When  the  war  came  on  it 
produced  many  evil  effecfts;  yet  in  May,  1779,  fuch 
a  revival  of  religion  was  granted  in  thefe  parts,  that 
he  baptized  above  fixty  in  two  months,  and  his 
church  increafed  to  three  hundred  members  in  five 
years.  But  in  the  great  ihakings  and  confufion 
which  took  place  in  1786,  this  church  was  fcattered, 
and  many  removed  into  other  parts  of  the  land,  and 
elder  Nichols  was  difmifled  in  the  fpring  of  1788, 
and  went  and  fettled  at  Pownal,  in  Vermont,  where 
he  is  Hill  ufeful.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Price  was  railed  up 
to  preach  to  this  church,  and  he  now  holds  meetings 
with  fome  of  them  at  the  houfe  where  elder  Werden 
formerly  preached,  and  Mr.  John  Benfon  preaches 
where  Nichols  did,  though  neither  of  them  are  or¬ 
dained.  A  Baptift  church  was  formed  in  Weft- 
Greenwich  in  17735  Mr.  Elilha  Greene  was 
ordained  their  paftor,  September  21,  1775,  and  re¬ 
mains  fo  ftilL  XX. 
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XX.  A  few  general  remarks  fliall  clofe  this  chap¬ 
ter.  The  multiplicity  of  feds  in  this  State,  has  oft¬ 
en  been  advanced  as  an  argument  againft  the  relig¬ 
ious  liberty  which  was  granted  therein  j  but  there 
are  now  about  as  many  feds  in  the  town  of  Bollon 
as  there  are  in  _  the  whole  State  of  Rhode-Ifland! 
There  are  fome  in  Bofton  who  pray  for  fouls  in  pur¬ 
gatory,  while  others  boldly  preach  up  the  fire  of  hell 
as  that  which  will  finally  purge  away  all  fin,  without 
the  prayers  of  any  in  this  world.  And  thefe  thino-s 
are  carried  the  higheft  in  Bofton  and  Philadelphia, 
of  any  part  of  America.  A  party  fpirit,  and  bribe- 
t*y  in  eledion  of  rulers,  were  formerly  laid  as  a  great 
reproach  on  the  colony  of  Rhode-Illand  ;  but  our 
land^  is  full  of  thefe  evils  now,  and  they  have  been 
carried  as  high  as  any  where  in  the  town  of  Bofton. 
Our  land  hath  aho  been  filled,  in  the  year  paft,  with 
publications  againft  our  higheft  rulers,  becaufe  a 
man  was  fent  to  England,  arid  made-  a  treaty  with 
the  rulers  there,  which  gives  them  more  power  here 
thaii  they  had  before.  But  in  the  year  1786  two 
minifters  came  over  with  commiffions  from  the  bilh- 
ops  in  England,  and  they  have  made  other  bilhops 
in  moft  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  monies  and 
•  lands  are  given  by  governments  ;  yet  moft  men  are 
filent  about  thefe  things,  or  elfe  commend  them  as 
evidences  of  candour  and  catholicifm  in  our  land 
Whereas  the  bilhops,  and  their  miniftrv  in  En<Tland* 
who  have  been  fupported  by  law,  have  had  more  in! 
fluence  in  their  late  wars  againft  liberty  in  America 
and  France,  than  all  other  men  in  their  nation 
But  as  the  government  of  Rhode-Ifland  never  grant! 
ed  any  lands  to  religious  minifters,  nor  fupported  ' 
any  by  tax,  all  the  power  of  the  church  of  England 
has  raifed  no  more  than  four  of  their  focieties  in  the 
whole  State,  and  one  of  them  is  now  nearly  dilTolved 
u  not  quite.*  Governor  Jencks  was  a  leader  in 
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making  the  law  In  1716,  to  exclude  all  fueing  for 
minifters’  falaries  from  their  courts,  though  he  was 
in  earnefl  to  have  the  minifters  of  Chrift  fupported 
voluntarily;  Our  fecond  volume,  p.  48,  114.  But 
a  cuftom  was  introduced  Into  their  government  in 
1770,  of  incorporating  focieties  to  collect  and  man¬ 
age  funds  of  money  for  the  fupport  of  religious 
minifters;  and  the  hope  of  obtaining  fuch  a  fund 
in  Mr.  Snow^s  congregation  in  Providence,  was  an 
evident  motive  for  the  ordination  there  in  i793) 
which  fhut'bim  out  of  a  houfe  that  he  had  as  juft  a 
right  in,  as  any  minifter  has  to  any  houfe  for  worfhip 
in  our  land.  And  the  four  minifters  from  the  Maf- 
fachufetts,  who  a6ted  in  that  affair,  are  far  from  al¬ 
lowing  the  people  in  their  ov/n  government  a  power 
to  dlfmifs  their  minifter  without  his  own  confent,  or 
elfe  the  advice  of  a  council  whom  he  had  a  voice  in 
calling.  And  according  to  the  word  of  God,,  the 
only  minifters  who  are  to  be  followed,  hold  forth 
Chrift  in  their  converfation,  the  fame  yefterday,  and 
to-day,  and  forever,  and  are  willing  in  all  things  to 
live  honeftly.  Heb.  xiii.  7,  8,  18.  But  how  can  any 
man  live  honeftly,  who  eats  the  bread  of  others  for 
nought?  2  Theft',  iii.  7 — 10.  And  hoy  can  a  people 
live  honeftly,  if  they  require  their  minifter  to  go  a  ; 
warfare  at  his  own  charges?  i  Cor.  ix.  7 — 14. 
Each  of  which  iniquities  have  long,  prevailed  under 
the  mafk  of  religion,  beyond  what  they  could  polii- 
bly  have  done  in  any  other  way. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

State  of  Connecticut. 

County  of  New-London. 

1.  A  coticije  View  of  the  Government^ of  Connecticut » 
II.  Of  the  BapUfi  Churches  in  Groton.  III.  View- 
London.  IV.  Stonington.  V.  Bpne.  VI.  Col- 
ihejter,  Bozrak  and  Prejion,  Vll.  Thompforu 
VIII.  Afhford.  iX.  Woodjtock.  X.  Hampton 

und,  Killingley.  XI.  Plainfeld  and  Mansfield. 
XII.’  Farmington.  XIII.  St{ffield.  XIV.  En¬ 
field  and  others.  XV.  Wallingford.  XVI.  Slrat- 
feld.  XVH.  Stamford,  ic^c.  XVIII.  County  of 
Litchfield.^  XIX.  OfUiddlefex.  XX.  Folland. 

I.  Connecticut  hath  ever  had  the  privilege  of 

choofing  her  own  rulers,  and  of  making  her  own 
laws,  as  well  as  Rhoderlfland  ;  and  minifterial  influ¬ 
ence  was  rnuch  more  mild  there  at  firft,  than  it  has 
been  in  our  days.  John  Haines  was  the  governor 
of  Malfachufetts-Bay  in  16,35,  and  pronounced  the 
fentetice  of  banifhment  againft  Roger  Williams  ;  but 
he  and  Mr.  Thomas  Hooker  went  up  to  Connefliicut 
foon  after.  And  when  Williams  was  at  his  houfe  at 
Hartford,  Haines  faid  to  him,  I  muft  confefs  to 
you,  that  the  moft  wife  God  hath  provided  and  cut 
out  this  part  of  his  world  fora  refuge  and  receptacle 
for  all  forts  of  confciences.  I  am  now  under  a  cloud, 
and  my  brother  Hooker,  with  the  Bay,  as  you  have 
been.  We  have  removed  from  them  thus  far,  and 
yet  they  are  not  fatkfied.'"’'^  No,  nor  ever  could  be 
fatisfied  in  that  way.  For  in  1708,  a  governor  who 
had  been  a  minifter,  and  came  from  the  Maifachu- 
fetts,  obtained  an  aft  to  fct  up  miniiters  above  all 
jheir  churches.  And  in  1742,  their  miiiillers  pri)- 
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cured  a  law  to  punifli  every  man  who  Ihould  preach 
the  gofpel  m  any  parifli,  without  the  confent  of  the 
panlh  min.fter._  And  as  Mr.  John  Owen,  paftor  of 
the  firit  panlh  m  Groton,  ventured  to  preach  aeainft 
luch  proceedings,  he  was  complained  of  to  the  leeif- 
lature  at  Hartford  in  May,  1743,  and  an  aft  was 
palled  to  bring  him  before  them  the  next  Oftober. 

paffed,  that  no  perfons  of  the 
rrelbytenan  or  Congregational  denominations  fhould 
have  the  benefit  of  the  ad  of  toleration,  granted  to 
diffenters  from  their  eftablifhment,  and  that  no  courts 
be  ow  the  legiflature  fhould  have  power  to  admit  any 
^  that  privilege,  Owen  avoided  being  taken  in 
October,  when  a  law  was  made  againfi;  the  preach- 
lag  or  any  itinerant  mmi(ler  who  might  come  from 
any  other  government.  And  as  a  complaint  was 
entered  againfl  Dr.  Benjamin  Pomrov,  of  Hebron 
for  preaching  againfl  their  laws,  both  he  and  Owen 
were  ordered  to  be  brought  before  them  the  next 
May.  And  in  May,  1 744,  both  of  them  were 
brought  before  the  affembly  at  Hartford,  and  were 
compelled  to  make  a  confellion  for  faid  preaching 
to  pay  cofts  of  pjofecution,  and  Pomroy  was  bound 
to  his  good  behaviour.  And  in  the  December  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  minifters  of  MTindham  county  ordained 
a  minifler  for  the  firfl  parifh  in  Canterbury,  againfl 
the  vote  of  the  church  there;  which  began  the  fep- 
aradons  in  our  country,  from  fuch  minifters  and 
their  churches.  And  how  can  any  men  be  juftly 
blamed  for  feparating  from  thofe  who  claimed  a 
power  above  the  churches  of  Chrift  ? 

II.  The  firftBaptift  church  in  Connedlicut  was  form¬ 
ed  in  Groton  about  1705.  Elder  Valentine  Wight- 
man  came  from  North-Kingfton,  and  fettled  in  Gro¬ 
ton,  and  was  the  firft  paftor  of  this  church.  They  fuf- 
fered  for  a  while  from  the  ruling  party  ;  but  in  the 
glorious  year  1 741 ,  he  and  Mr.  Owen  were  agreed  in 
the  work  which  was  then  going  on  in  the  land,  and 
they  enjoyed  liberty  until  elder  Wightraan  was  taken 

away 
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away  by  death,  June  9,  1747,  aged  66.  He  intro- 
duced  finging  in  public  worlhip  into  his  chiirch,  and 
publifhed  a  pamphlet  to  defend  it.  And  being  call- 
ed  to  preach  in  Lyme,  Mr.  Bulldey,  of  Colchcfler, 
came  and  held  a  difpute  with  him  upon  baptifm  and 
the  fupport  of  gofpel  minifters,  June  7, 17275  whieh 
Bulkley  publiflied  an  account,  and  Wightmaa  aiv 
fwered  it.  Our  ftcond  volume,  p.  89,  90-  After  hig 
death  the  church  called  elder  Daniel  Fifc  to  be  their 
xninifter,  and  he  continued  with  them  feven  years  ; 
but  they  were  then  fo  much  divided,  that  many  of 
them  gave  a  new  declaration  of  their  e:k:penenceSa 
and  figned  new  articles  of  faith  and  a  covenant,  June 
28,  1754,  and  elefted  Mr-  Timothy  Wightman  to  be 
their  paftor,  and  he  was  ordained  as  fuch.  May  20, 
17^6,  and  continues  fo  flilL  He  is  a  Ibn  of  their 
firft  p^or,  and  was  born  November  1719-  His 
brother,  John  Wightman,  was  ordained  as  an  evan^ 
gelift  by  this  church,  June  15,  177 4j  and  travelled 
and  preached  in  various  parts  of  the  country."^  A 
daughter  of  their  firft  paftor  married  n  Mr-  Rathbun^ 
who  hath  two  fons  and  two  grandfons,  who  are  or¬ 
dained  Baptift  minifters.  Elder  Timothy  Wight- 
man^s  fon,  Jefle,  i:S  alfo  a  Baptift  minifter  at  Spring-: 
field.  A  difpute  arofe  in  this  church  in  September, 
1765,  nbout  the  natvire  pf  fpiritual  te^hing  and  the 
improvement  of  gifts,  upon  which  a  divifipn  enfued, 
and  another  churdi  was  formed?  in  which  Mr.  Silas 
Burris  was  ordained  5  and  they  held  to  mixed  com- 
muion,  and  the  Groton  Conference  v-'as  named  from 
thence.  But  a  revival  of  religion  was  granted  in  the 
mother  church  in  1774,  which  caufed  the  addition^ 
of  thirty  members  to  it  in  about  a  year  ;  and  anoth¬ 
er  church  w^as  forrped  in  the  north  part  of  Groton,^ 
May  25,  177 and  Mr.  Rufus  Allen  was  ordained 
their  paftor,  and  they  had  thirty-fix  members  in  1 784.^ 
But  their  paftor  died  not  long  after,  fmee  which  their 

church 

*  Mr.  Wightman  was  a  fhinlng  example  of  uniform  piety  and  benevolence, 
^ntil  death  put  an  end  to  his  ufeful  life,  which  he  ended  in  the  wpil 
inanner  at  Parmington, 
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church  Is  diffolved.  Though  the  firfl  Baptift  church 
in  Groton  had  I'eventy-eight  members  in  1787,  and, 
they  increaled  to  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  in  two 
years,  and  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  two  in  1704, 

befide  all  that  have  died,  have  been  difmiffed  or  ex- 
eluded, 

ill.  The  fecond  Baptift  church  in  Connefticut 
was  formed  at  lNev\uLondon,  and  Mr.  Stephen  Gor¬ 
ton  was  ordained  their  paftor  November  28,  1726, 
lie  \yas  a  man  of  confiderable  gifts 5  and  was  miniftci^ 
there  for  many  years  ;  but  he  fell  into  fome  fcanda- 
Ions  condud,  and  his  church  was  finally  diffolved. 
It  WerS  in  that  p3,rt  of  the  town  where  the  church 
now  is,  who  keep  the  feventh  day  as  the  Sabbath, 
ci  whom,  we  have  fpoken  before.  In  January, 
1744,  elder  Timothy  Peckom  baptized  feme  perfons 
in  the  heatt  of  the  town,  and  fome  more  at  Savbrook, 
for  v/hich  he  was  put  in  prifon  ;  and  a  church  was 
gaiheied  a  year  or  two  after,  of  the  two  denomina¬ 
tions  together  ;  and  Mr.  Noah  Hammond  was  or¬ 
dained  in  this  church  in  July,  1754?  wTo  afterwards 
AVcis  paftor  of  a  church  on  Long-Ifland,  where  he 
died  in  Odober,  1 774.  Elder  Lefter  w^as  alfo  of  this 
church,  who  is  now  at  Saybrook.  -Another  church 
was  formed,  and  Mr.  Jolhua  Morfe  was  ordained 
their  paftor,  May  17,  1750,  who  in  the  time,  of  the 
late  \var  removed  to  Sandisfield,  and  Mr.  Reuben 
Palmer  is  minifter  in  that  place,  wTxich  now  is  called 
i/Iontvi!!e.  Mr.  Zadock  Harrow  was  an  early  teacher 
in  the  firft  of  thefe  churches,  of  which  he  hath  been 
paftpi  many  years.  Pie  was  boni  in  December,  1728, 
and  his  church  gave  up  mixed  communion  in  1790, 
and  there  w^as  fuch  a  revival  among  them  in  1794  as 
caufed  the  addition  of  ninety- one  members  in  one 
year,  John  Rogers  began  a  fed  in  this  towm  in  1677, 
upon  tne  following  principles.  As  to  language  and 
drefs  they  held  with  the  Quakers,  but  they  held  the 
external  ufe  of  baptifm  and  the  fupper  as  the  Bap- 
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pits  do.  But  they  held  that  the  eflablifhing  the  firfl 
day  of  the  week  as  the  Sabbath  was  idolatry,  and 
they  took  much  pains  to  pull  it  down,  by  teltifying 
againft  it,  and  interrupting  others  in  their  keeping  it. 
They  were  alfo  earneftly  fet  againft  fupporting  min- 
ifters  by  law  ;  and  they  fuffered  mpch  for  their  op- 
pofition  to  thefe  two  praftices  ;  and  they  were  fm- 
gular  in  refufing  to  employ  apy  phyficians  in  fick- 
nefs,  or  midwives  for  women  in  travail,  holding  that 
they  were  to  be  healed  or  delivered  by  the  prayer  of 
faith.  But  as  a  few  of  theni  were  left  to  put  an  end 
to  their  own  lives,  and  rulers  have  been  fp  wife  of 
late  as  to  avoid  their  former  feverities  towards  them, 
their  fociety  is  nearly  diflblved,  and  many  of  their 
children  are  very  ufeful  men  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  Three  brethren  of  one  family  are  deacons 
in  three  Baptift  churches. 

IV.  The  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  pur  land 
in  1741,  was  very  powerful  in  Stonington,  where 
there  were  three  Congregational  focieties,  with  min- 
ifters  in  each  of  them.  Two  of  thofe  minifters  fa¬ 
voured  the  work  as  long  as  their  churches  were  in-? 
creafed  thereby  ;  but  a  new  piece  of  cloth,  if  put  in¬ 
to  an  old  garment,  makes  the  rent  worfe,  and  new 
wine  will  burft  old  bottles,  as  our  Lord  obferves  to 
thofe  who  were  building  upon  their  own  doings  and 
traditions.  Luke,  v.  3 1  — 3  8,.  Such  pppofition  appear^ 
ed  againft  the  late  work,  and  elder  Wightman  was 
fo  clear  in  it,  that  a  number  of  people  were  baptized 
and  formed  a  church  in  Stonington,  and  Mr.  Wait 
Palmer  was  ordained  their  paftor  in  September,  1743, 
And  after  the  reparation  began  at  Canterbury,  it 
fpread  into  Stonington,  and  a  church  was  formed 
there,  and  Mr.  Matthew  Smith  was  ordained  their 
paftor,  December  10,  1746  ;  and  he  continued  with 
them  until  the  fpring  of  1749,  and  then  left  them 
and  removed  out  of  the  towm.  And  many  embraced 
V^heyers’  baptifin  and  went  and  joined  to  elder  Bab- 
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cock  s  church  in  Wefterly  ;  and  when  Mr.  Paine 
had  determined  to  ufe  all  his  influence  to  flop  the 
prevalence  of  the  Baptift  principles  in  their  feparate 
churches,  he  and  Babcock  joined  in  writing  letter^ 
to  all  their  churches  ;  and  delegates  from  forty 
churches  met  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Simon  Brown, 
of  Stonington,  May  29,  1754,  and  fpent  three 
days  in  hearing  the  controverlies  between  the  two 
parties.  Mr.  Solomon  Paine  took  much  pains  to 
piove,  that  it  was  a  bad  temper  and  conduct  in  the 
Baptifls  that  earned  the  breach  between  him  and 
them.  But  his  brother,  Eliflia  P^ine,  a  man  of  much 
more  knowledge  and  experience,  gave  it  as  his  mind, 
that  the  difiiculty  fprangfrom  the  nature  of  oppofite 
principles.  For  fprinkling  of  infants,  upon  the  faith 
of  their  parents,  and  biarying  of  believers  upon  the 
proleflion  of  their  own  faith,  are  oppofite  principles^ 
And  Mr.  Eliflia  Paine  faid,  Dear  brother,  if  you 
can  reconcile  the  above  principles,  in  the  elTential 
parts  thereof,  you  will  remove  all  the  grounds  of 
bars  and  dilputes  :  but  if  there  be  an  eflential  differ-; 
ence  in  the  above  articles,  and  confequently  in  the 
praftice  on  them,  then  there  is  an  Achan  in  the 
camp  ;  and  no  marvel  that  Ifrael  hath,  in  all  refor¬ 
mations,  been  troubled  therewith.’^  Our  fecond  voE 
ume,  p.  212.  ^Infant  baptifrn  is  built  upon  the  cov¬ 
enant  of  circumcifion,  which  made  a  great  difference 
between  Jews  by  nature,  and  all  other  men  ;  but  in 
the  Chriflian  church  the  apoftle  Peter  could  not 
countenance  that  diftinftion  without  diffiinulation. 
GaL  ii.  11 — 16.  And  for  ftealing  of  holy  things, 
and  dilTembling  about  them,  Achan  was  deftroyed  in 
the  valley  of  Achpr.  Jofliua  vii.  11 — ^26.  And  God 
fays  of  his  church,  I  will  allure  her,  and  bring  her 
into  the  wilderiiefs,  and  fpeak  comfortably  unto  her  ; 
and  I  will  give  her  her  vineyards  from  thence,  and 
the  valley  of  Achor  for  a  door  of  hope,  and  Ihe  fliall 
fnig  there  as  in  the  days  of  her  youth,  and  as  in  the 
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day  when  flie  came  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  And 
I  will  have  mercy  upon  her  that  had  not  obtained 
mercy  ;  and  I  will  fay  to  them  which  were  not  my 
people,  Thou  art  iny  people  ;  and  they  lhall  fay, 
Thou  art  my  God.  Hofea  ii^  14,  15,  23.  This  he 
fays  to  his  church  under  the  gofpel.  i  Feter  ii.  10. 
Rom.  ix.  25.  The  holy  fcriptures  are  our  rule,  and 
not  the  bell:  of  men  upon  earth  ;  yet  love  to  men  as 
Chriftians  was  then  fet  up  by  many  as  the  rule  of 
communion,  inflead  of  the  written  word  ;  and  their 
inward  feelings  were  alfo  made  a  rule  of  difcipline, 
until  fome  were  cenfured  for  not  concurring  there¬ 
with.  Upon  this  they  renounced  mixed  commu¬ 
nion,  and  gathered  a  fecond  Baptift  church  in  Sto- 
nington,  and  Mr.  Simeori  Brown  was  ordained  their 
paftor  in  March,  1765.  And  a  parifli  minifter  in 
Stonington  faid  two  years  after,  Not  lefs  than  two 
thirds  of  the  congregation,  formerly  under  my  care, 
have  withdrawn  from  my  miniftry,  and  formed  them- 
felves  into  Baptift  and  feparate  churches/’^  And  in 
January,  1769,  Mr.  Eleazar  Brown  was  ordained  in 
the  firft  Baptift  church  in  that  town,  which  is  four 
miles  north  of  the  other.  He  was  born  in  Stoning¬ 
ton,  in  June,  1728,  and  was  a  faithful  and  fuccefsful 
minifter,  until  he  died  in  peace,  July  ii,  179^. 
Such  a  bleffing  was  granted  there  ip  1792,  as  caufed 
the  addition  of  fifty-fix  members  to  this  church  ; 
and  in  1793  ?^^^g  Randal  was  ordained  a  col¬ 

league  paftor  in  this  church,  in  which  he  yet  contin¬ 
ues.  And  on  Oftober  22,  1794,  they  ordained  Mi% 
Abel  Brown  as  an  eyangelift,  to  go  up  and  labour 
in  the  State  of  New-York.  Elder  V/ait  Palmer  is 
yet  living,  but  has  not  preached  much  for  many 
years.  Elder  Simeon  Brown  was  born  in  Stoning* 
ton,  January  31,  1723,  and  his  ufefulnefs  is  lliU 
granted,  and  in  the  revival  of  1792  feventy-fix  mem¬ 
bers  were  added  to  his  church.  The  third  Baptift 
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church  in  Stonington  was  conftituted  down  at  thi 
harbour,  April  22,  1775,  and  Mr.  Valentine  Wight 
man  Rathbun  was  ordained  their  pallor  in  May 
1787.  He  was  bqrri  May  13,  1761.  Mr.  Johi 
Rathbun,  his  father,  was  ordained  there  as  an  evan 
gelid,  March  15,  1781,  and  is  fettled  in  Alhford 
A  fourth  church  was  formed  in  Stonington,  and  Mr 
Samuel  Northup,  from  Narraganfet,  was  ordainec 
their  pallor  ip  1793,  in  connexion  with  the  Grotor 
Conference. 

V.  A  feparate  church  was  formed  at  Lyme,  ant 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Mack  was  ordained  their  pallor,  Janu 
ary  12,  X  749-  He  and  many  of  the  church  becamt 
Baptills-'afterwards,  and  he  continued  with  them  un 
til  he  was  difmiffed,  in  September,  1768,  and  he  re 
moved  to  Marlow  in  New-Hampfliire.  And  Mr, 
Jafon  Lee  was  ordained  the  pallor  of  this  church 
nnd  hath  had  great  fiiccefs  therein,  being  connedtec 
with  the  Groton  Conference.  There  had  been  i 
Raptill  church  in  the  call  part  of  Lyme  before  this, 
but  they  were  broken  and  ditfolved.  There  was  alfc 
a  Baptiil  church  formed  in  the  north  part  of  that 
town,  and  Mr.  Chrillopher  Minor  was  their  miniller 
for  fome  years,  who  is  now  at  Enfield. 

VI.  A  Baptiil  church  w'as  formed  in  Colchellei 

in  1743’  Zebulun  Waterman  was  their  min. 

iller  for  a  number  of  years.  After  him  Mr.  Ichabod 
Allen  minillered  to  them  for  a  longer  time,  and 
who  is  Hill  !i  ving  among  them  ;  but  he  hath  been 
gather  iinfteady  both  in  his  principles,  and  condud:. 
which  ferved  tq  fcatter  the  flock.  Bu-t  in  May. 
1784,  a  new  gathering  and  union  took  place  among 
them,  and  Mr.  Abel  Palmer  became  their  paflor. 
under  whofe  miniilry  they  have  enjoyed  many  bleiC 
ings.  Their  houfe  for  worlhip  is  near  the  borders 
of  Montville.  Another  Baptiil  church  had  been 
formed  in  Colchefler  in  1783,  near  the  borders  oj 
jLebanpn,  and  Mr.  Chriftopher  Palmer,  father  to 

Abelj 
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Abel,  was 


Abel,  was  ordained  their  pallor.  They,  came  from 
fitnnincrton.  Many  bleffinj^s  have  been  granted  upon 


ailU  OUlUUtiiaiiiic*  - 

where  a  new  Alfociaiion  was  foimed  in  i795» 
thirteen  churches,  and  more  than  five  hundred  mem¬ 
bers,  which  churches  had  been  all  formed  m  five 
years,  as  Mr.  Abel  Palmer  fays,  who  was  at  faid  Al- 
fociation.  Thofe  people  went  mainly  from  New- 
England^  and  a  large  part  of  them  out  of  the  hton- 
ington  Affociation.  There  has  been  a  mixed  com¬ 
munion  church  in  Norwich,  in  that  part  which  is 
now  Bozrah,  for  feveral  years,  and  Mr.  Peter  Rogers 
was  their  minifter,  who  is  now  at  Hampton,  but  i 
know  not  how  their  Hate  now  is.  The  mixed  com¬ 
munion  church  of  Prefton,  have  many  of  theii  mem¬ 
bers  in  Canterbury,  and  meetings  are  often  held  m 

both  places. 


County  of  Windha?iu 

VII.  As  the  great  reformation  in  our  land  was 


oppofed  by  the  ruling  party  in  Thompfon,  then  a 
part  of  Killingly,  a  feparation  took  place  there,  and 
a  Baptift  church  was  formed  in  1750,  and  Mr. 
Whitman  Jacobs  was  ordained  their  paftor.  They 
held  the  laying  oii  of  hands  upon  every  member  as  a 
term  of  communion,  and  an  Affociation  was  formed: 
upon  thofe  principles,  which  increafed  to  about  eight 
churches  in  ^7^3  i  but  in  two  years  after  the  iiioic 
of  them  gave  up  that  bar  of  communion,  of  whom 
Mr.  Jacobs  was  one,  and  a  council  was  calleci  at 
Thompfon  in  February,  who  could  not  unite 

the  church  ;  and  as  a  number  of  them  removed  foon 
after  to  Royalfton,  their  minifter  removed  there 
alfo  in  1769.  The  brethren  in  Thompfon,  after 
many  labours,  covenanted  together  anew  in  Septem¬ 


ber 


__  f/Cef  • 


ill 
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Nwembef  ™  ^  h’" 

is  ftm  ufeU  aSg  the^"' 

w-  Dennifon  was  baptized  bi 

elder  W^ghtman,  of  Groton,  in  the  fummeTof  174,^ 

and  he  gathered  a  fmall  church  at  Afliford  whS 

Ma,T*  i^ovember  following.’  Elder 

f  iT^  affifted  m  his  ordination,  who  dmved  his 

ncle  £.liiha  Callender,  m  whofe  ordination  three 
onp-egational  mnifters  of  Boftori  affifted.  And 
isdme  of  fficceffion  is  much  valued  by  fome  while 
a  1  who  confiftently  hold  the  Congrega^tional  prind! 

hdd  tS ‘hf  ^fjers  of  the  Maffachufetts, 

Hold  that  the  po%ver  of  ordination  is  in  each  church! 

and  Mr  “'u  «P  i«  a  year  or  two, 

and  he  affifted  m  the  ordinations  of  the  firft  feparate 
minifters  in  Mansfield,  Canterbury,  Plainfield  and 
Norwmh  ;  and  was  inftalled  himfelf  as  paftor  of  3 

hn“'an  in  th  Norwich  which  is  now  Frank- 

that  nennl  ^^  ^ ^  i^ft 

Darts  of  t  occafionally  in  various 

^  country,  without  being  fettled  over  any 

hu'7  m Canter! 
wn<;^f  ^  Baptift  church 

DreacheTf'^fr  U74,  and  Mr.  Uftick 

fhp-,-  Ebenezer  Lamfon  was  ordained 

c  ,A  P?  ^5  '^77^*  But  he  removed  to 

ton  in  April,  1783,  as  was  before  obferved ;  and 

fi  rkin  Mr.  Dyer  Stark 

tor  their  minifter,  who  hath  had  confiderable  fuccefs 

among  them.  The  fecond  Baptift  church  in  Affi- 

glorious  year  1780.  Mr. 
John  Rathbun  had  removed  from  Stonington,  into 

ch!-rh^^^  Affiford  before ;  and  after  this 

chu.ch  was  formed,  he  was  ordained  at  Stonington, 

March 
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R  March  15,  1781,  and  has  been  the  paPcor  of  this 
1  church  ever  fince.  He  was  born  June  26,  1729. 
I  In  a  revival  of  religion  in  the  eaft  part  of  Alhford,  a 
I  third  church  was  formed,  and  Mr.  Daniel  Bolton 
I  was  ordained  therein,  June  27,  1792.  He  went 
I  from  Bridgwater.  Part  of  this  church  live  in  Fom- 
I  fret.  About  three  years  after,  Mr.  Bolton  gathered 
I  another  church  near  the  adjoining  corners  of  Alh- 
I  ford,  Union  and  Woodftock,  and  lettled  as  their 
I  minifter. 

I  IX.  The  firft  Baptift  church  in  Woodftock  was 
I  gathered  in  the  following  manner.  Biel  Ledoyt  was 
I  a  chief  leader  in  mirth  and  vanity  among  young  peo- 
pie  there,  before  he  heard  a  Baptift  minifter  preach  a 
I  iermon  in  the  town,  in  December,  1763,  which  was 
I  a  means  of  fixing  conviction  of  fm  in  his  confcience, 
I  and  in  the  March  following  his  foul  was  brought 
into  gofpel  liberty ;  but  as  foon  as  his  change  was 
heard  of  abroad,  four  of  his  old  companions  came 
;  one  evening,  to  try  if  they  could  not  draw  him  back 
to  his  former  ways  again.  Pie  readily  retired  with 
J  them  to  a  place  where  they  could  be  by  themfelves, 
^  and  he  laid  open  to  them  the  way  of  fin  and  death, 

;  and  the  w^ay  of  life  and  peace,  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
?  two  of  them  went  home  with  a  deep  fenfe  of  fin  up- 
on  their  minds,  which  terminated  happily,  and  relig- 
j  ious  meetings  were  frequent  among  young  people,  un- 
I  til  a  large  number  were  hopefully  converted.  Forlbme 
^  lime  after  this  work  began,  they  attended  the  parilh 
meetings  for  worfliip,  as  they  had  done  before;  but 
fuch  oppofition  was  raifed  againft  the  work  by  the  Con- 
gregational  party,  as  convinced  thofe  young  believ» 
I  ers  that  they  could  not  be  edified  among  them  ;  and 
upon  fearching  the  fcriptures,  they  were  convinced 
that  believers'  baptifm  was  the  way  that  Chrift  had  in- 
ftituted,  and  many  obeyed  him  therein,  and  a  Baptift 
church  was  formed  in  Woodftock  in  1766,  and  Mr. 
Ledoyt  was  ordained  their  paftor,  Mav  26,  1 768,  and 

they 
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they  had  forty-eight  members  In  1773.  And  though 
it  was  a  dark  time  with  them  through  moft  of  the 
war,  yet^on  September  8,  1780,  they  faid  in  a  letter 
to  the  Warren  Affociation,  ""  After  a  long  day  of  de- 
fertion  and  heavy  trials,  our  God  hath  returned  to 
us.  By  means  of  the  uncommon  darknefs  in  May 
lad,  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  awaken  fome  fouls 
among  us,  and  from  that  time  the  work  of  God  hath 
been  going  on  glorioufly  in  the  weft  part  of  this 
town,  where  a  goodly  number  are  hopefully  con¬ 
verted,  and  peace  arid  love  abound  in  the  church, 
and  we  have  had  twenty-eight  added  to  us,  and  there 
is  a  profpeft  of  the  fpreading  of  the  good  work  in 
other  parts  of  this  town  and  towns  round  us.  Yet 
wc  are  much  affefted  with  the  long  confinement  ol 
our  brethren  in  Worcefter  gaol,*  and  cannot  but 
remember  them  in  bonds  as  being  bound  with  them  5 
nor  can  we  e%pe6t  to  fare  better  ourfelves  very  long, 
notwithftanding  our  endeavouring  to  anfwer  the  un¬ 
juft  law  of  the  ruling  party,  by  giving  certificates  to 
the  members  of  oiir  fociety,  which  have  been  carried 
to  the  parifh  clerk ;  yet  a  confiderable  number  of  them 
are  rated  to  the  {landing  miniftry,  and  foon  expect  to 
be  diftreffed  on  that  account. f  Our  oppreffors  are 
deaf  to  all  reafoning  upon  the  fubjefl:,  and  are  de¬ 
termined  to  profecute  their  delign,  let  the  confe- 
quence  be  what  it  may*  Thefe  things,  brethren,  are 
peculiarly  mortifying  to  us,  efpecially  when  we  con¬ 
sider  that  we  have  freely  fought  and  bled  by  their 
fides  in  defence  of  liberty.  It  appears  to  us,  that  if 
ever  there  was  a  time,  fince  tyranny  had  exiftence 
in  America,  that  we  were  called  upon  to  exert  our¬ 
felves  to  obtain  what  is  our  own,  it  is  now.  Should 
we  let  flip  this  golden  feafon,  we  fear  our  chains  will 
be  fo  faft  rivetted  that  we  fliall  not  be  able  to  fliake 
them  off.  W e  feel  but  little  heart  to  hold  the  fword 

againfl 

♦  Three  men  of  Harvard  Society,  before  fpoken  of. 

f  Several  of  them  were  ftrained  upon  for  fuch  taxes. 
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againfl  a  Britifli  invader  ill  defence  of  liberty,  while 
our  countrymen  are  endeavouring  to  deprive  us  of 
liberty  of  confcience-  Oh,  brethren  !  if  we  muft  be 
deprived  of  this,  who  would  defire  to  live ’and  poffefs 
the  relt  V  Their  church  increafed  the  next  year  to 
140  members.  But  in  1787  a  iii'ember  of  a  Congre¬ 
gational  church  obtained  a  meeting  of  this  Baptift 
church,  to  hear  a  complaint  which  he  had  againfl: 
one  of  their  members,  without  taking  the  Iteps  pre- 
fcribed  by  our  Lord- m  Matthew  xviii  ;  and  it  divid¬ 
ed,  and  raifed  fuch  a  fire  of  contention  in  this 
church,  as  caufed  the  difmiffion  of  their  pallor,  at 
his  requefl,  in  March,  1790,  and  he  went  into  New- 
Hampflrire,  where  he  is  ftill  ufeful.  Another  re¬ 
vival  was  granted  in  this  church  in  1792,  and  Mr. 
Samuel  Webfler  was  ordained  there  the  28th  of 
June,  who  is  now  at  Monfon.  A  fecond  Baptifl: 
church  was  then  formed  in  Woodflock,  and  Mr. 
Amos  Wells  was  ordained  their  pallor,  Auguft  9, 
1792,  and  the  Stonington  Afibciation  met  there  in 
October,  1795,  when  it  was  a  good  time  with  them. 

X.  Mr.  Ledoyt  was  called  to  preach  in  the  fouth 
part  of  Pomfret,  and  a  happy  number  were  hopefully 
converted  there,  where  were  alfo  feveral  old  believ¬ 
ers  ;  and  they  embraced  the  Baptifl:  principles,  and 
formed  a  church  there,  January  18,  and  Mr.  Will¬ 
iam  Grow  was  ordained  their  pallor,  June  19,  1776, 
and  they  profpered  under  his  minillry  for  feveral 
years.  But  in  June,  1783,  he  confeiTed  that  he  had 
fallen  into  the  fin  of  adultery,  and  refigned  his  office, 
and  afterwards  removed  into  Vermont.  Though 
this  was  very  Ihocking,  yet  the  church  perfevered  in 
their  profeffion,  and  obtained  occafional  fupplies 
from  time  to  time,  until  they  called  and  fettled  Mr. 
Peter  Rogers  as  their  pallor  in  1794,  who  had  before 
been  a  minilter  in  Bozrah.  The  place  where  this 
church  meets,  with  a  part  of  Windham,  were  lately 
incorporated  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Hampton. 

S  A  Baptifl 
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A  Baptift  church  was  formed  in  Killingly,  May  22, 
1776,  and  Mr.  George  Robinfon  was  ordained  their, 
paftor  the  13th  of  November  following,  and  they 
increafed  to  61  members  in  five  years.  But  there, 
arofe  fuch  difficulties  in  the  church,  about  the  time, 
of  the  clofe  of  the  war,  that  they  called  a  council, 
and  then  difmifled  and  recommended  their  minifter, 
and.  he  removed  to  Bridgwater  in  June,  1784,  where 
he  is  Hill  ufeful.  dhey  have  palled  through  many 
changes  in  Killingly  fince,  without  obtaining  fo  hap¬ 
py  a  fettlement  as  were  to  be  wiffied. 

XI.  The  reparation  in  Plainfield  prevailed  fo  far, 
that  the  general  fcheme  of  taffing  all  to  Congrega¬ 
tional  minifter s  w^as  given  up,  and  a  minifter  was 
fettled  in  their  town  meeting-houfe  in  1784,  who  is 
fupported  by  fubfcription  and  a  public  fund,  and  the 
feparate  meeting  was  diffolved.  But  in  the  furamer 

of  1792,  a  remarkable  awakening  took  place  in  the 

eaft..part  o.f  the  town,  and  in  Stirling,  under  the  min- 
iftry  of  Mr.  Nathanael  Cole  ;  and  a  Baptift  church 
was  formed  there,  Odober  16,  1792,  and  he  was 
inllalled  their  paftor  the  5th  of  December  after,  hav¬ 
ing  been  ordained  at  Swanfea  before ;  and  in  two 
years  this  church  increafed  to  87  members.  I  have 
not  obtained  any,.diftind  account  of  the  prefent  Bap¬ 
tift.  church  in  Mansfield,  only  what  Mr,  Afplund  has 
given  in  his  Regifter, 

‘  County  of  Hartford. 

XII.  The  firft  Baptift  church  in  the  county  of 
Hartford  was  firft  conftituted  in  Wallingford.  A 
number  of  people  in  that  town  became  Baptifts  about 
1731,  and  joined  to  the  Baptift  church  in  New-Lon- 
don,  but  ufually  met  for  -worlhip  at  Wallingford, 
until  they  obtained  a  difmiffion,  formed  a  church 
there,  and  ordained'  Mr.  John  Merriman  as  their 
paftor,  in  1739.  He  was  born  in  Wallingford, 
Odober  15,  1695  j  and  as  he  was  a  hearty  friend 

to 
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to  the  great  work  which  came  on  in  our  land  two 
years  after  he  was  ordained,  he  obtained  Dr.  Bella¬ 
my,  and  then  Mr.  Robbins,  to  preach  in  his  fociety, 
as  they  were  clear  preachers  of  the  gofpel.  But  Mr. 
Robbins  was  moft  cruelly  perfecuted  by  his  brethren 
in  the  miniftry,  for  preaching  among  the  Baptifts 
againft  their  advice,  as  we  have  before  fhewn.  Our 
fecond  volume,  p.  136,  178.  In  the  year  1750,  the 
body  of  this  church  removed  to  the  fouth  part  of 
Farmington,  where  they  ftill  remain.  Mr.  Merri- 
man  continued  their  faithful  paftor  as  long  as  he 
was  able  to  labour  with  them,  and  he  died  there  in 
1784.  Afterwards  they  obtained  various  helps,  un¬ 
til  they  came  into  the  ftate  that  is  before  defcribed, 
from  the  minutes  of  the  Danbury  Affociation  for 
1795"  Briftol  is  not  far  from  them,  where  is  the' 
church  who  keep  the  feventh  day  as  the  Sabbath. 

XIII.  Suffield,  on  the  weft  fide  of  Conneclicut- 
river,  had  a  powerful  work  among  them  in  1735, 
and  a  greater  work  fix  years  after ;  and  when  the 
feparations  came  on,  two  feparate  churches  were 
''  formed  in  the  town,  and  each  had  an  ordained  min- 
ifter.  Mr.  Ifrael  Holly  was  one  of  them,  who  pub- 
lilhed  feveral  things  in  favour  of  their  feparate 
churches,  and  then  againft  the  Baptifts,  after  which 
he  turned  back,  and  became  a  parifli  minifter.  But 
Mr.  John  Haftings,  fon  to  their  other  feparate  min¬ 
ifter,  was  called  out  to  preach  the  gofpel,  and  embrac¬ 
ed  believers’  baptifm  ;  and  juft  as  the  war  was  com¬ 
ing  on  in  our  land,  fuch  a  blefting  was  granted  upon 
his  labours,  that  a  Baptift  church  was  formed,  and. 
he  was  ordained  their  paftor  in  1775^  ^tid  it  increaf- 
ed  to  above  200  members  in  about  a  year.  And  he 

has  been  very  ufeful,  at  home  and  abroad,  ever 
fince. 

Enfield,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river  againft 
Suffield,  had  alfo  two  feparate  churches,  in  one  o'f 
which  the  Baptift  principles  were  early  adopted. 

S  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Jofeph  Meacham  was  their  mimfter,  and  they 
joined  to  the  Warren  Aflociation  in  1769,  when 
they  had  30  members  5  but  they  afterwards  declined 
from  their  profeffion,  and  their  miniuer  fell  in  with 
the  Shakers,  and  is  fince  dead,  dhe  church  was 
broken  and  fcattered  for  a  number  of  years  ;  but  wc 
hear  of  .a  late  gathering  among  them,  and  that  they 
have  obtained  Mr.  Chriftopher  Minor  as  their  pallor. 
He  came  from  Lyme,  and  was  miniller  to  the  Bap- 
till  church  in  EalLHartford  for  a  number  of  years, 
who  now  have  Mr.  Stephen  Shepard  as  ^eir  min- 
ifter.  A  Baptift  church  was  formed  in  the  city  of 
Hartford  in  1789,  which  increafed  to  fifty.three 
members  in  two  years,  and  greater  blefiings  are  hop- 
ed  for.  A  feparate  meeting  was  fet  up  at  Windfor, 
as.xarly  as  1747,  and  Daniel  Marlhall  went  from 
thence  in  17545  and  laboured  with  great  fuccefs  in 
the  fouthern  States,  and  began  the  firft  Baptift  church 
in  Georgia  in  1772.  His  brother,  Eliakim  Marlhall, 
was  frequently  a  reprefentative  for  Windfor  in  Con- 
neflicut  legiflature,  before  his  coufm  Abraham  Mar- 
fliall  came  there  from  Georgia,  and  baptized  him,  and 
he  , was  paftor  of  a  Baptift  church  there  for  four  or 
five  years,  before  he  died  there  in  June,  1791.  But 
I  know  not  how  things  have  been  in  that  church 
fince.  There  has  been  a  Baptift  meeting  in  Weth¬ 
ersfield  for  many  years,  but  perhaps  not  a  church 
formed.  The  other  Baptift  churches  in  this  county, 
appear  in  the  foregoing  lift. 

County  of  Nezv- Haven.  *  ' 

5  XV.  After  the  Baptift  church  of  Wallingford 
was  removed  from  thence,  their  pariflr  minifter  died, 
and  a  divifion  took  place  in  the  town,  and  the  confo- 
ciation  of  the 'county  affifted  in  forming  another 
church,  and  ordaining  a  fecond  minifter,  becaufe  the 
majority  had  got  a  minifter  from  Cambridge,  whom 
tjiey  judged  to  be  an  Arminian.  Aoad  as  the  corpo¬ 
ration 
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ration  of  Yale  college  were  very  zealous  againft  ad¬ 
mitting  any  into  it  but  ftrict  Calvinifts,  long  contro- 
verfies  were  carried  on  in  the  government  about  it* 
And  in  February,  1783,  the  controverfy  was  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  public  papers  at  Hartford,  and  it  w'as 
purfued  therein  until  June.  And  to  ihew  how  inju¬ 
rious  the  rulers  of  the  college  had  been  to  its  true 
interefts,  it  was  faid,  Mr.  Collins,  late  of  Newport, 
offered  eight  volumes  to  the  library  of  Yale  college. 
Being  a  Baptift,  four  of  the  volumes  w^ere  in  defence 
of  this  fyftem.  The  offer  of  the  books  was  accom¬ 
panied  with  an  intimation,  that  if  the  eight  volumes 
were  received  with  a  good  grace,  the  whole  library 
of  the  faid  Mr.  Collins  (who  was  a  bachelor)  confift- 
ing  of  feven  or  eight  hundred  volumes,  wmuld  prob¬ 
ably  be  given  to  the  college.  But  the  condition  of 
giving  the  eight  volumes  was  not  comiplied  wdth. 
This  condition  was,  that  they  fliould  be  placed  in  the 
library  fo  that  the  ftudents  might  fee  them,  and  if 
they  chofe,  read  them.^^  The  writer  w^ho  gave  this 
information  flyled  himfelf  Parnaffus,  to  whom  an 
anfwer  was  given  by  one  who  fay$,‘‘^  Parnaffus  finds 
fault  that  they  did  not  accept  of  the  Anabaptifl: 
books  upon  a  ihameful  condition,  which,  if  they  had 
done  it,  would  have  been  a  ground  of  objeftioii, 
that  they  had  introduced  erroneous  books,  and  have 
given  up  the  government  of  the  college.'"  Thus  it 
appears,  that  the  corporation  of  the  college  were 
afraid  to  have  any  of  their  fcholars  read  any  books 
againft  infant  baptifm,  left  it  fliould  weaken  their 
plan  of  orthodoxy  ;  while  men  who  w^anted  to  pull 
down  Calvinifm,  made  ufe  of  this  adlion  as  a  means 
to  do  it,*  though  they  were  far  from  favouring  the 
Baptifts.  A  change  in  the  government  of  the  col¬ 
lege  took  place  foon  after,  and  the  minifter  w^ho  had 
caufed  a  feparation  at  Wallingford  removed  and 
fettled  in  New-Haven,  and  two  Baptift  churches  have 
fin.ce  been  formed  at  Wallingford.  And  through  all 

the 
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the  country  the  new  Baptifl:  churches  have  evidently 
fprung  from  the  fpiritual  work  therein,  while  the 
towns  where  that  work  was  rejefted  remain  in  their 
old  formality. 

County  of  Fairfield, 

XVL  Mr.  John  Sherwood  was  born  in  1706, 
converted  in  1741,  and  he  with  others  feparated 
from  the  parifli  worfhip  in  Stratfield,  becaufe  a  min- 
ifter  was  fettled  there  who  did  not  appear  to  them 
to  be  a  gofpel  preacher.  In  Odober,  1751?  elder 
Jofhua  Morfe  baptized  him  and  a  number  more,  and 
a  Baptifl  church  was  then  formed  there,  and  on  De¬ 
cember  15,  17.57,  Sherwood  was  ordained  their 
paflor,  by  the  alTiftance  of  elder  Morfe  and  elder 
Timothy  Wightman.  He  miniflered  to  that  church 
about  ten  years,  and  then  his  health  failed,  and  Mr. 
Benjamin  Coles  was  called  from  Long-Ifland  to 
preach  to  them,  in  the  fpring  of  1768,  and  he  la¬ 
boured  with  them  until  the  foil  of  1774,  when  he 
was  called  into  New-Jerfey.  Mr.  Sherwood  was 
then  weak  in  body,  but  ftedfaft  and  comfortable  in 
his  mind  ;  and  how  long  he  lived  afterwards  I  know 
not.  But  the  church  called  Mr.  Seth  Higby  from 
Middletown,  and  he  was  ordained  their  paftor,  and 
he  continued  fo  until  1793,  and  then  he  removed  to 
a  church  in  the  State  of  New-  York,  and  elder  Ste¬ 
phen  Royce  from  New-Hampfhire  became  their 
paftor. 

XVII.  The  Baptifl  church  in  Stamford  was  form¬ 
ed  in  the  following  manner*  Dr.  Jofeph  Bellamy 
publifhed  a  piece  in  1768,  to  prove  that  a  credible 
profeffion  of  faving  grace  was  neceffary,  in  every 
perfon  who  came  to  the  Lord’s  fupper,  or  who  v/as 
adive  in  baptifm.  But  Dr.  Mofes  Mather,  of  Stam¬ 
ford,  publifhed  a  difcourfe  in  April,  1769,  wherein 
he  owned  that  the  covenant  of  circumcifion  with 
Abraham  was  not  the  covenant  of  grace,  in  the  flridl 

fenfe 
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fenfe  of  the  word,  but  held  it  to  be  a  covenant 
wherein  parents  and  their  children  were  confHtuted 
members  ot  the  vihble  church  of  God,  and  that 
they  ought  to  come  to  the  Lord’s  flipper  as  a  con¬ 
verting  ordinance,  if  they  were  not  converted  before. 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Farris,  of  Stamford,  had  newly  joined  to 
the  firll  church  in  that  town  ;  but  thefe  things  gave 
fuch  a  turn  to  his  mind  as  caufed  him  to  fearch  the 
fcriptures  afrefh,  whereby  he  was  fully  convinced 
that  baptifm  and  the  holy  fupper  were  inftituted  only 
for  profeifing  believers  ;  and  he  was  baptized  by 
Mr.  John  Gano,  of  New-York,  in  April,  1770,  as 
others  were  afterwards,  until  they  obtained  a  regu¬ 
lar  difmiffion,  and  alfo  affilfance  from  the  church  in 
Nevr-York,  and  formed  a  Baptift  church  at  Stam¬ 
ford,  November  6,  1773,  twenty-one  mem¬ 
bers.  By  a  like  difmiffion  and  affilfance,  a  Baptift 
church  was  formed  three  days  before  on  the  bor¬ 
ders  bf  Greenwich,  called  Kingftreet ;  and  Mr.  Af- 
plund  miftakes  in  dating  the  beginning  of  that 
church  in  1747.  Mr.  Farris  was  afterwards  ordain¬ 
ed  the  paftor  of  the  church  in  Stamford,  and  alfo 
publiffied  a  defence  of  believers’  baptifm.  Mr.  Eb¬ 
enezer  White,  of  Danbury,  was  a  hearty  friend  to 
the  revival  of  religion  in  our  land  ;  and  when  he 
read  Sandiman’s  letters,  he  manifefted  an  approba¬ 
tion  of  his  ideas  concerning  the  finiftied  atonement 
of  Chrift,  and  fo  did  a  majority  of  his  church  ;  but 
a  minor  part  went  and  entered  a  complaint  againft 
Mr.  White  to  their  Alfociation,  upon  which  he  and 
a  large  majority  of  his  church,  on  June  28,  1763, 
renounced  the  power  that  was  claimed  over  the 
churches  on  the  Saybrook  platform.  But  the  min- 
ifters  of  that  county  w^ere  fo  unwilling  to  part,  with 
that  power,  that  they  met  at  Danbury,  againft  the 
confeiit  of  Mr.  White  and  the  majority  of  his  church, 
and  rejefted  them  as  men  who  had  feparated  from 
the  ecrJefiafticaJ  conftitution  of  their  government. 
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This  was  on  March  27,  1764.  Sandiman  came  into 
our  country  the  next  Odober,  and  gathered  church- 
^  in  feveral  places  ;  but  when  he  came  to  Danburv, 
♦K  could  not  agree  with  him  in  many  thlnms, 

thoug-h  a  number  joined  with  him  there,  and  all’o  at 
New-Haven,  and  Mr.  Sandiman  died  at  Danburv, 

S3-  Bnt  in  the  enfuing  war, 
mod  of  his  followers  held  with  Britain,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  ot  them  went  off  to  Nova-Scotia,  and  their  foci- 
eties  are  generally  dilfolved.  In  1 770  Mr.  David 
Judlon,  nimiiter  at  Newtown,  renounced  the  Say- 
brook  platform, ^  and  publilhed  his  mind  ao-ainft  it, 
yhiJe  the  majority  of  the  ininifters  exerted^all  their 
influence  againfl:  him  ;  and  two  Baptift  churches 
have  been  fince  gathered  in  Danbury,  and  one  in 
Newtown.  Ridgfield  is  alfo  in  this  county. 

Cotmfy  of  Litchfield. 

XVIII.  There  was  more  of  a  reformation  in  this 
county,  in  and  after  1741,  than  in  many  parts  of  the 

Bellamy  was  a  very  active  inftrument 
or  that  reformation,  and  his  writings  afterwards  up- 
on  the  nature  of  religion,  and  alfo  upon  qualifica- 
tions  neceflary  for  communion  in  the  Chriftian 
church,  fcattered  much  light  in  our  land  ;  and  fev- 
eral  other  ininifters  in  the  county  of  Litchfield  have 
een  clear  preachers  of  the  gofpel,  and  fuccefsful  in 
their  labours,  who  now  reft  therefrom,  and  others 
have  been  introduced  in  their  (lead,  who  are  men  of 
another  fpirit.  And  fince  the  late  war,  nine  Baptift 
churches  have  been  formed  in  this  county,  and  feven 
of  them  in  fix  years.  But  as  new  towns  have  been 
conftituted,^  and  old  names  have  been  altered,  while 
fome  meetings  have  alfo  been  removed,  a  little 
explanation  is  neceffary.  The  Baptift  church  in 
Intchfield  was  the  firft  in  Watertown,  and  Roxbury 
was  once  called  South-Britain,  while  the  names  of 
t  e  other  feven  remain  as  they  were.  Some  of  their 

minifters 
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miniflers  have  removed  from  place  to  place.  Elder 
Elifha  Ranfom  was  at  Watertown  in  1790,  who  be¬ 
fore  and  fince  has  been  at  Woodllock,  in  Vermont. 
Elder  Stephen  Shepard  was  at  Torrington  in 
who  is  now  at  Eail-Hartford.  Elder  Ifaac  Roots 
was  at  Warren  in  1790,  and  at  the  fecond  in  Wa¬ 
tertown  in  1793,  but  at  no  church  in  that  Aifocia- 
tion  in  1795.  Elder  Nathaniel  Norton  was  at  Dan¬ 
bury  in  179O5  and  at  Wallingford  in  1791,  but  out 
of  that  Affociation  fmce.  In  new  churches,  and  in 
changes  of  fentiments,  men  are  often  more  unfteady 
than  when  they  obtain  more  clear  eftablifiiment. 
Though  travelling  minifters,  if  they  are  wife  and 
faithful,  have  done  much  good  in  every  age  ;  while 
deceitful  teachers,  whether  fupported  by  law,  or 
travelling  through  the  world,  have  done  inlinite 
evils  to  mankind. 

County  of  Middlefex. 

XlX,  There  were  fome  Baptifts  in  Saybrook  as 
early  as  1729,  who  then  complied  with  the  certifi¬ 
cate  law,  to  exempt  them  from  taxes  to  eftablifhed 
minifters,  as  Dr.  Stiles  informed  me.  In  January, 
1744,  elder  Timothy  Peckom  vifited  them,  and  bap¬ 
tized  fome  perfons  on  a  Lord’s  day,  wEen  the  water 
of  a  brook  was  raifed  for  the  purpofe.  For  thefe 
things  he  and  a  number  more  were  imprifoned  at 
New-London,  one  of  whom  was  a  woman  with  a 
child  at  her  bread.  Mr.  Elnathan  Wilcox  was  a 
minifter  in  the  church  there  for  a  number  of  years 
before  1770,  but  in  1780  he  was  fettled  at  Stock- 
bridge.  Elder  Lefter,  from  New-London,  Vvas  fet¬ 
tled  at  Saybrook  afterwards,  and  remains  there.  But 
in  1788  a  number  drew  oft  and  formed  another 
church,  and  ordained  Mr.  William  Hill  as  their  paf- 
tor,  and  they  are  connefted  with  the  Groton  Con¬ 
ference.  The  other  Baptift;  churches  in  this  county 
belong  to  the  Stonington  Affociation,  aud  their  iftate 

has 
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has  been  given  from  their  minutes.  Abraham  Doo¬ 
little,  of  Middletown,  went  to  the  feparate  meetimr 
there  for  fome  years,  to  hear  Mr.  Ebenezer  Froth- 
ingham  preach,  who  was  firft  ordained  at  Wethers- 

ivi’- j  n  ^747»  but  removed  his  meeting 

to  Middletown  a  few  years  after.  But  as  Mr.  Doo¬ 
little  embraced  the  Baptill  fentiments,  Frothingham 
open  y  and  frequently  prayed  and  preached  againft 
them,  and  then  publillied  a  bitter  pamphlet  upon  the 
iubjed  ;  therefore  Doolittle  and  his  friends  with- 
dre^w  and  fet  up  a  meeting  by  themfelves  in  1769, 
and  Mr.  Seth  Higby,  who  married  his  daughter,  be¬ 
gan  to  preach  there,  who  went  afterwards  to  Strat- 
held,  as  was  before  related.  Doolittle  is  a  member 
of  a  Baptift  church  in  Wallingford.  But  about  the 
year  1781?  Mr.  hrothingham  was  rejected  by  his 
church,  and  they  ordained  Mr.  Stephen  Parfons  in 
his  itead,  who  was  well  elteemed  in  his  place,  until 
he  was  conftrained  to  give  up  infant  baptifm,  and 
was  baptized,  with  about  fifteen  of  his  church,  in  the 
clofe  of  the  fummer  of  1795  ;  fo  that  a  Baptift 
church  is  like  to  be  fettled  there  foon. 

County  of  Tolland. 

XX.  A  Baptift  church  was  formed  in  Tolland, 
and  Mr.  Shubael  Stearns  was  ordained  therein 
March  20,  175^?  by  the  affiftance  of  the  elders 
Wait  Palmer  and  Joftiua  Morfe.  But  in  July, 
1754,  Stearns  baptized  Mr.  Noah  Alden,  of  Staf¬ 
ford,  and  he  fet  off  the  next  month,  with  oth- 
ers,  to  go  into  our  fouthern  governments.  And 
Stearns  wrote  to  Alden,  from  Hampfhire  county,  in 
Virginia,  June  13,  1755,  and  informed  him  that 
lome  of  their  company  were  then  fettled  in  North- 
C.arolina,  who  faid  to  him  in  a  letter,  “  That  there 
was  no  eftablifhed  meeting  within  an  hundred  miles 
of  them,  and  that  the  people  were  fo  eager  to  hear, 
that  they  often  came  forty  miles  each  wav,  when  thev 

could 
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could  have  an  opportunity  to  hear  a  fernion.  He 
went  himfelf,  and  gathered  a  Baptift  church  on  San- 
dy-Creek,  Orange  county,  North-Carolina.  When 
I  was  in  Virginia  in  17899  I  ^  record  of  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  their  Alfociatioiis,  and  was  inloinied  that 
Daniel  Marlhall  baptized  Samuel  Harris,  who  had^ 
been  a  member  of  their  legiflature,  and  a  judge  ol 
court  in  Virginia.  Their  firft  Affociation  met  in 
January,  1760,  and  they  met  again  in  July  that  yeai, 
when  the  lift  of  their  churches  ftood  thus,  including 
both  meetings.  Sandy-Creek,  elder  Shubael  Stearns  ; 
Deep-river,  Nathaniel  Powel,  a  brother  ;  Abbot  s- 
creek,  elder  Daniel  Marfhall ;  Little-river,  Jofeph 
Breed,  a  brother  ;  Neus-river,  Ezekiel  Hunter  ; 
Black-river,  John  Newton  ;  Dan-river,  Pittfylvania 
county,  elder  Samuel  Harris  ;  Lunenburg  county, 
William  Murphey.  The  two  laft  are  in  Virginia, 
the  reft  are  in  North-Carolina.  Elder  Stearns  wrote 
again  to  elder  Alden,  from  Sandy-Creek,  Oftober  1 6, 
1765,  and  faid,  The  Lord  carries  on  his  work  glori- 
oufly  in  fundry  places  in  this  province,  and  in  Virgin¬ 
ia,  and  South-Carolina/'  And  he  laboured  in  thofe 
parts  as  long  as  he  lived  ;  but  Marlliall  went  and 
gathered  the  firft  Baptift  church  in  Georgia,  where¬ 
of  his  foil,  Abraham  Marfhall,  is  paflor.  And  it 
appears  by  the  minutes  of  their  Affociation  in  179-3 
that  they  had  fifty-fix  churches,  and  3796  members 
in  the  State  of  Georgia.  How  wonderful  are  thefe 
events !  They  who  were  left  of  the  church  in  Tol¬ 
land,  joined  with  others  in  Stafford,  and  ordained 
Mr.  Alden  as  their  paftor,  June  5,  17555  and  he  la¬ 
boured  with  them  ten  years,  and  then  fuch  diforders 
had  crept  into  the  church,  that  he  was  difmiffed  by 
the  advice  of  a  council,  as  was  before  obferved. 
They  have  paffed  through  various  changes  fince,  and 
their  prefent  ftate  is  given  above.  A  feparate  church 
was  formed  in  Somers  about  1751,  and  Mr.  Jofeph 
Marfhall  was  ordained  their  paftor,  who  foon  became 

a  Baptift, 


276  A  CHURCH  HISTORY  [Chap.  XII. 

a  Baptift,  and  then  turned  back  to  infant  baptifm 

and  he  was  mftalled  at  Canterbury,  fucceflbr  to  Mr! 

^ame  ;  but  after  a  few  years  he  was  difmiffed,  and 

nas^  preached  about  the  country  ever  fmce,  without 

taking  the  charge  of  any  other  flock.  But  tve  are 

mformed  that  a  Baptift  church  was  conftituted  in 

Somers  m  i  790,  and  that  Mr.  Seth  Parfons  is  fmce 

ordained  their  paftor.  Mr.  Lillebridge,  the  paftor 

of  the  Baptift  church  in  Willington,  came  from  the 

State  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  is  efteemed  in  his  place. 

But  I  have  no  further  accounts  of  that  church,  nor 

ot  the  other  Baptifts  in  the  county  of  Tolland,  that 

appear  to  be  ferviceable  to  the  public,  than  what  are 
already  given. 
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State  of  New-Hampshire. 


County  of  Rockingham. 

I.  jd  general  View  of  New-Hanipjhire.  II.  Of  New- 
town.  III.  Brentwood  and  its  Branches.  IV. 
Salem.  V,  Northwood.  VI.  County  of  Strafford. 

VII.  B  ^eare^  Hopkinton.,  Sutton^  Mafon  and  Hollis. 

VIII.  New-London  and  Salijbury.  IX.  Richmond. 

X.  Wejimor eland ^  Marlow^  Newport  and  others. 

XI.  County  of  Grafton.  XII.  The  Nature  and  Ef- 
feci  of  good  Principles.  XIII.  Of  the  Atonement  of 

Chrijt. 


\.  A.LL  the  lands  between  Merrimack  and  Pifeat- 
aqua  rivers,  and  fixty  miles  into  the  country,  were 
granted  to  captain  John  Mafon,  in  1629,  under  the* 
name  of  New-Hampfhire.  But  the  Maffachufetts 
charter  extended  three  miles  north  of  Merrimack- 
river,  and  Mafon,  with  his  heirs  or  affigns,  claimed 
all  the  reft  of  thofe  lands  ;  and  this  was  the  caufe 
why  New-Hampfhire  was  not  included  in  the  fecond 
charter  to  the  Maffachufetts,  in  1691,  as  Gorges^ 
grant  was,  which  this  government  had  purchafed  of 
his  heirs.  None  of  the  lands  within  this  grant,  nor 
from  thence  to  Connedticut-river,  were  ever  the  free 
property  of  the  people,  fo  as  to  be  granted  by  their 
reprefentatives,  before  the  late  American  war  ;  and 
quit-rents  were  referved  upon  the  lands  which  were 
granted  by  their  governors,  until  the  American  rev¬ 
olution  put  an  end  to  them.  Dr.  Belknap  has  given 
a  clear  view  of  thefe  things,  in  his  elegant  Hiftory 
of  New-Hampflilre.  And  as  the  governors  and  coun- 
fellors  of  that  government  were  appointed  by  the 
crown,  the  Congregational  denomination  were  never 
exalted  fo  high  above  all  others  there,  as  they  have 

been 
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been  in  Maffachufetts  and  Connefticut ;  and  fince 
the  revolution,  if  the  majority  of  any  town  eled  a 
aptifl;  teacher  for  their  minifter,  he  may  have  the 
piivilege  the  lands  therein  which  were  granted 
01  tie  miiiifliry,  and  alfo  may  be  fupported  by  tax  if 
he  will.  And  the  Baptifts  increafed  fo  much  in  the 
year  1780,  that  a  minifter  of  Rowley  publiftied  a 
l^stter  agamft  them,  in  a  Bofton  paper  of  February 
8,  1781,  in  which  he  faid,  “  Alas,  the  confeauence 
the  prevalence  of  this  fecft  !  They  caufe  divifions 
every  where.  In  the  State  of  New-Hamplhire,  where 
there  are  many  new  towns,  infant  fettlements,  if 
this  lea  gets  footing  among  them,  they  hinder,  and 
are  In-^e  to  hinder,  their  fettling  and  fupportinc- 
learned,  pious  and  orthodox  minifters  ;  and  fo  the 
pool  inhaoiiants  of  thofe  towns  muft  live,  who  knows 
how  long  ?  without  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  and 
gofpel  ordinances.”  As  if  the  gofpel,  and  gofpel 
Oidinances,  w^ere  confined  to  the  Congregational 
party.  Yea,  he  faid  to  the  Baptifts,  “  You  have  had 
two  grand  conventions  (the  fecond  of  them  upon 
adjournment)  within  a  few  months  part,  at  a  town 
the  State  of  Hew-Hampfhire,  to  ferve  and .  pro¬ 
mote  this  caufe  ^  at  which  conventions,  thefe  illiter¬ 
ate  and  unfkilful  preachers,  and  delegates  from  your 
little  churches  around,  were  members.  And  one 
thing  I  heard  of  as  a  part  bf  your  bufmefs  at  faid 
convention,  was  to  confult  what  meafures  you  fliould 
take  to  make  void  in  part  our  new-  conftitution  of 
government ;  that  part  of  it  which  refpeHs  the  public 
worfnip  of  God.”  But  ail  the  pretence  he  could 
have  for  this  reprefentation,  was  becaufe  the  Warren 
Affociation  met  in  September,  1780,  at  Royalftone, 
which  adjoins  to  New-Hamplhire,  and  after  it  was 
over,  the  church  there  agreed  to  call  a  council  the 
next  month,  for  advice  upon  fome  difficulties  among 
themfelves,  and  not  upon  the  concerns  of  the  gov¬ 
ernment.  Though  as  three  men  of  the  Harvard 
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fociety  had  been  imprifoned  at  Worcefter,  and  oth¬ 
ers  were  daily  expofed  to  the  fame  fufferings,  for 
taxes  to  Congregational  minilters,  the  Warren  Alfo- 
ciation  drew  up  a  teftiniony  againft  fuch  opprellion, 
in  their  faid  meeting,  and  printed  many  copies  of  it, 
which  were  fent  into  all  parts  of  the  government, 
and  was  figned  by  many  hundreds  of  men,  of  various 
denominations.  And  is  it  a  crime  for  any  men  who 
are  oppreifed,  to  expofe  the  iniquity  of  their  oppref- 
fors,  and  openly  to  teftify  againlt  the  fame  ? 

II.  The  firft  Baptift  church  that  was  formed  in 
New-Hampjfhire,  was  at  Newtown,  northward  of 
Haverhill,  in  1755.  In  June  that  year  Mr.  Walter 
Powers  was  ordained  their  paftor,  and  they  increafed 
under  his  miniftry  for  fome  years ;  but  then  differ¬ 
ent  fentiments  about  church  difcipline,  with  unhap¬ 
py  tempers  in  controverfies,  caufed  fuch  difficulties, 
that  a  council  of  four  churches  was  called.  May  18, 
1761,  and  held  four  days,  without  being  able  to  rec¬ 
oncile  pallor  and  people.  And  he  was  afterwards 
difmifled  and  removed  away,  and  is  fince  dead  ;  but 
his  fon  is  a  ufeful  minifter  at  Gilmantown.  This 
church  at  Newtowm  laboured  through  many  difficul¬ 
ties,  until  a  Baptifl  church  was  formed  in  Haverhill, 
in  17655  atid  then  many  of  the  members  joined  ^ 
there,  and  this  church  was  diffolved.  But  the  main 
body  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newtown,  have  lately 
come  fo  much  into  the  Baptifl  fentiments,  that  they 
prevailed  with  Mr.  John  Peak,  who  had  been  preach¬ 
ing  at  Cambridge  and  Woburn,  to  remove  there  in 
the  fall  of  1795?  a  Baptifl  church  was  formed 
here  in  February,  1796.  He  was  born  at  Walpole, 
in  this  State,  September  26,  1761,  was  ordained  at 
Windfor,  in  Vermont,  and  hath  been  a  fuccefsful 
preacher  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

III.  rile  revival  of  religion  In  1764,  fpread  into 
feveral  towns  in  New-Hampffiire,  and  the  doftrine 
of  believers^  baptifm  followed  it,  until  Mr.  Smith,  of 
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Haverhill,  was  fent  for,  and  he  baptized  thirty-eight 
pciions  in  a  week,  in  June,  1770.  Fourteen  of 
thenr  were  the  Coiigregatjona!  ininifler  and  majority 
of  his  church  in  Deerfield,  who  were  lettled  as  a 
Baptift  church  the  fame  month.  Mr.  Eliphalet  Smith 
was  their  paftor,  who  is  novv"  at  Fayette,  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  before  Ijiokeu  of.  A  Baptift 
church  was  formed  at  Stratham,  July  18,  1770,  of 
fourteen  members,  and  another  at  Brentwood  of 
thirteen  members.  May  2,  1771,  and  one  of  fixteen 
members  w’as  conftituted  at  Nottingham  the  next 
day  ;  and  thefe  churches  unitedly  called  Mr.  Samuel 
Shepard  to  receive  ordination,  and  he  was  ordained- 
ut  Stratham,  September  25,  1771,  when  Dr.  Still¬ 
man  preached  the  fermon,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Haverhill, 
gave  the  charge,  and  Dr.  Manning,  of  Providence, 
the  right  hand  of  fellowlhip,  Mr.  Shepard  was 
born  at  Salifbury,  near  Newbury,  in  1730,  was  early 
changed  by  grace,  and  was  a  ufeful  phyiician,  before 
he  was  baptized  in  June,  and  began  to  preach  in 
July,  1770.  Thefe  three  churches  have  united  as 
one,  and  others  have  joined  with  them  from  other 
places,  fo  that  they  had  one  hundred  and  fixty-one 
members  in  1785  ;  and  though  they  did  not  increafe 
for  five  years  after,  yet  fuch  a  blefling  was  then  grant¬ 
ed  that  they  had  three  hundred  and  ninety-feven 
members  in  1 792,  and  five  hundred  and  twenty-fix  in 
1793.  And  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  were  dif- 
miffed  the  next  year,  though  they  have  a  large  num¬ 
ber  now.  Mr.  Jofhua  Smith  was  of  this  church, 
who  laboured  much  in  various  places,  with  confid- 
erable  fuccefs,  until  he  died  with  a  confumption  in 
February,  1795.  Elder  Samuel  Currier  was  alfo  of 
this  church,  who  is  now  ordained  at  Wentworth. 
Elder  Shepard  has  travelled  and  laboured  much 
in  our  new  towns,  efpecially  in  1780.  Our  fecond 
volume,  p.  390.  And  he  has  fince  publiflied  fev^ 
eral  books  in  defence  of  our  fentiments. 
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IV.  A  Baptift  church  was  formed  at  Salem,  in. 
this  county,  in  1780,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Fletcher  wa$ 
ordained  their  pafhor,  December  6,  1781.  He  was 
born  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  in  Auguft,  1747, 
born  again  in  1767,  and  began  to  preach  in  1777. 
He  was  called  to  preach  at  Chelmsford  in  the  fpring 
of  I  7705  and  preached  there  the  main  of  the  time 
for  two  years,  and  his  labours  were  alfo  very  fuc- 
cefsfiil  in  feveral  other  places,  which  appeared  to  be 
the  caufe  of  his  meeting  with  uncommon  abufe  in 
one  place.  For  being  called  to  Pepperell,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Dr.  Parker,  of  Harvard,  they  met  by  the 
fide  of  a  river,  for  the  conveniency  of  baptizing 
within  an  incloftd  field  ;  but  while  Mr.  Fletcher  was 
preaching,  a  large  mob  broke  into  the  field,  and 
interrupted  him  in  his  fermon,  while  a  dog  was  car¬ 
ried  and  plunged  in  the  river,  in  evident  contempt 
of  our  mode  of  baptifm.  The  chief  officers  of  the 
town  were  leaders  of  the  mob  ;  therefore  a  gentle¬ 
man  invited  thefe  minifters  to  go  and  hold  their 
meeting  at  his  houfe,  near  another  river,  and  they 
did  fo,  and  Fletcher  went  through  with  his  fermon, 
after  which  two  dogs  more  were  dipped  in  that 
river,  and  one  young  man  alfo  dipped  his  compan¬ 
ion,  in  a  moft  fcornful  manner,  and  fome  officers  of 
the  town  advifed  faid  minifters  to  depart  immedi¬ 
ately  out  of  town  for  their  own  fafety.  But  they 
privately  agreed  with  their  friends  to  difperfe,  and 
they  met  at  another  place  of  water,  and  baptized  fix 
perfons  near  night,  though  further  abufe  was  offered 
them  afterwards.  Our  fecond  volume,  p.  323.  Elder 
Fletcher  continued  a  faithful  paftor  of  this  church, 
until  he  was  taken  away  by  death  in  Marcli,  1795^ 
when  his  corps  was  carried  to  the  Congregational 
meeting-houfe  in  Salem,  where  a  Baptift  minifter 
preached  a  funeral  fermon  for  him,  and  then  fev- 
eral  Congregational  minifters  were  his  pall-bearers, 
with  others  of  his  own  denomination. 
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V.  The  Baptifl  church  in  North  wood  was  alfo 
formed  in  1780,  and  Mr.  Edmund  Pilfbury  was  or¬ 
dained  their  pallor,  who  had  been  a  member  of  Ha¬ 
verhill  church.  They  had  forty-four  members  in 
1785,  but  had  no  increafe  for  five  years  after,  and 
then  fuch  a  bleHing  was  granted  that  feventy  mem¬ 
bers  were  added  in  two  years,  and  they  appear  to 
be  in  harmony.  But  after  two  churches  were  form¬ 
ed,  in  two  parts  of  Canterbury  in  this  county,  in 
1779  and  1780,  fome  corrupt  teachers  drew  away 
a  number  of  them,  and  thofe  churches,  as  well  as 
one  in  Chichelter,  are  not  among  our  alfociated 
churches,  if  they  are  not  entirely  fcattered  and  dif- 
folved.  For  although  parifhes  that  are  formed  and 
fupported  by  the  civil  magiftrate,  will  continue  as 
long  as  that  power  can  uphold  them,  yet  churches 
that  are  formed  by  the  laws  of  Chrift,  are  removed 
out  of  their  places  if  they  leave  their  firfl  love,  and 
refufe  to  repent.  Rev.  ii.  i — 5.  Which  is  afolemn 
warning  to  all  mankind. 

County  cf  SiraJforcL 

VI.  The  Baptifl  church  in  Gilmantown  W'as 
formed  in  1772,  and  Mr.  Walter  Powers  w^as  or- 

'  dained  their  paflor  about  four  years  after.  In  1789 
they  had  thirty  members,  in  1792  they  had  forty- 
four,  and  in  three  years  they  increafed  to  feventy- 
lix.  The  church  in  Meredith  was  formed  in  1780, 
when  forty- three  perfons  were  baptized  in  one  day 
by  elder  Shepard.  Mr.  Nicholas  Folfom  was  or¬ 
dained  their  paflor  in  1782,  who  went  from  Brent¬ 
wood,  and  continues  in  that  office.  Their  AiTocIa- 
tion  began  in  1789.  The  church  in  Sandburnton 
was  alfo  formed  in  1780,  and  Mr.  John  Crocket  was 
ordained  their  paflor  September  3,  1 794.  The 
church  in  Sandwich  w^as  formed  in  1793,  ttnd  Mr. 
Jacob  Jew^el  is  their  pallor.  Madbury  contains  a 
part  of  Berwick  church,  and  we  have  no  late  account 
of  any  other  Baptifl  church  in  this  county. 
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VII.  A  Baptill  church  was  formed  at  Weare, 
and  they  joined  with  the  Warren  Aifociation  in  1768, 
when  Mr.  Pelatiah  lingley  was  their  nielfenger.  Jn 
1770  they  had  fixteen  members,  but  fuch  unhappy 
controveriics  arofe  among  them,  that  they  feut  no 
more  to  the  Aifociation,  and  they  were  left  out  of  it 
in  1774;  But  they  were  revived  again  in  1783, 
and  Mr.  Amos  Wood,  who  graduated  at  Rhode- 
Ifland  college  in  1786,  was  ordained  their  pallor, 
and  has  continued  fo  ever  hnee.  The  town  of  Hop- 
kinton  is  not  far  from  Weare,  and  fuch  a  work  took 
place  there,  under  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Smith,  of 
flaverhill,  and  others,  that  they  had  feventeen  baptiz¬ 
ed  perfons  among  them  in  1769,  and  they  joined  35  a 
branch  of  Haverhill  church,  until  they  were  difmiffed 
and  formed  a  church  in  Hopkinton  in  May,  1771. 
But  falfe  teachers  and  corrupt  principles  prevailed 
fo  much  among  them  afterwards,  as  to  dilTolve  their 
church,  rhough  elder  Seamans,  in  a  letter  to  a 
friend  in  1794,  gave  the  following  account  of  a  re¬ 
vival  among  them.  “  Soon  after  I  came  into  this 
vvildernefs  (jfaid  he)  I  found  that  the  Baptift  interefl 
was  much  fmaller  than  I  expeded.  In  Hopkinton, 
there  had  been  a  Baptift  church,  but  not  one  ftone 
of  that  building  was  left  upon  another.  I  preached 
foine  tnere,  and  baptized  three  perfons  ;  and  after  a 
conference  or  two  with  them,  they  came  into  church 
ftate,  adopted  our  articles  of  faith,  and  1  adminif- 
tered  the  communion  to  them,  which-they  had  not 
ad  for  a  number  of  years.'  The  reformation  beo-an 
therein  the  fummer  of  1792,  and  now  there  ?3  a 
enuren  there,  with  its  two  branches  in  Bow  and 
Golistown,  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  members  - 
a  very^  refpedable  body  of  Chriftians.”  This  was 

1  f  ‘  rum  ^  obtained 

elder  Llilha  Andrews  to  be  their  pallor.  There  had 

been  fome  Baptills  in  Temple  for  feventeen  years, 

^  ^  even 
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even  from  the  beginning  of  that  plantation,  until 
they  formed  a  church  there,  Auguft  21,?  1782,  of 
twenty^two  members*  Another  had  been  formed 
the  April  before  in  Pefryfton,  now  Sutton,  and  Mr. 
Samuel  Ambrbfe  was  ordained  their  paftor  in  Sep¬ 
tember  after*  The  church  in  Mafon,  formed  in 
17S6,  obtained  Mr.  William  Elliot  for  theif  minif- 
ter,  but  we  are  informed  that  he  labours  part  of  his 
time  at  Hollis,  where  a  Baptift  church  \va^  formed 
in  1791*’ 

VIIL  We  have  a  more  particular  account  of  two 
other  churches  in  this  county.  The  firfl  is  at  New- 
Ijondoh,  where  elder  Seamans  removed  from  Attle¬ 
borough  in  1788*  As  he  was  the  firil:  minifter  of 
the  town,'  they  gave  him  the  lands  which  were 
granted  for  the  miniftry  therein,  and  alfo  fupported 
him  by  a  fax*  A  Baptill  church  was  formed  there 
in  17S8,  and  he  fettled  as  their  paftor,  bUt  they  had 
very  little  increafe  for  four  years  ;  and  he  had  many 
fears  that  he  took  a  wrong  ftep  in  removing  from 
Attleborough,  although  he  then  thought  he  had  good 
reafons  for  it*  Thefe  fears  were  very  diftfelTing  to 
his  mind,  until  a  bleffing  was  granted-  upon  his  min¬ 
iftry  in  1-792,  which  appeared  the  moft  vifible  in  and 
after  Auguft  in  that  year.  In  a  letter  to  a  friend, 
of  January  29,  1793,  faid,  ^‘This  town  confifts 
of  about  fifty  families,  and  I  hope  that  between  forty 
and  fifty  fouls  have  been  ’  tranflated  out  of  darknefs 
into  God’s  marvellous  fight,  in  this  town,  befides  a 
number  in  Sutton  and  Fiflierfield,  who  congregate 
with  us.  Fifteen  have  been  baptized,  and  joined  to 
the  church,  and  1  exped:  that  a  number  more  will 
come  forward  in  a  fhort  time.  Indeed  I  know  not 
of  one  of  them  but  what  is  likely  to  fubmit  to  gofpel 
order,  nor  one  perfon  in  the  town  who  ftands  in  any 
confiderable  oppofidon*  We  have  ledures  or  con¬ 
ferences  ahnoft  every  day  or  evening  in  the  week. 
Our  very  children  meet  together  to  converfe  and 
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pray  with  each  other  ;  and  I  believe  I  may  fafely  fay> 
that  our  young  people  were  never  a  quarter  fo  much 
engaged  in  frolicking,  as  they  now  are  in  the  greaf: 
concerns  of  the  foul  and  eternity.  3ome  things  in 
this  work  have  exceeded  any  thing  I  ever  law  before. 
Their  conviftions  have  nfually  been  very  clear  and 
powerful,  fo  that  induftrious  men  and  women  have 
had  neithej*  inclination  nor  llrepgth  to  follow  their 
bufinefs  as  ufual.  And  they  freely  acknowledge  the 
jultice  and  fovereignty  of  God.  They  alfo  have  de- 
fires  beyond  what  I  have  ever  before  known,  for 
the  uniyerfal  out-pouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit/^  And 
in  another  letter,  Deceipber  i,  1794,  direfted  to  an¬ 
other  friend,  he  faid,  d’he  work  began  here  in 
1792  ;  Qur  church  then  confilled  of  eighteen  mem¬ 
bers,  and  now  we  have  one  hundred  and  fifteen,  all 
except  three  or  four  y/ithin  fiye  miles  of  our  mect- 
ing-hqufe.  Sonie  of  all  age§  from  feventy  down  to 
eight  years  old  have  joined  to  the  church.  I  think 
we  have  thirty-feven  men  with  their  wives  in  the 
church.^^  The  town  of  Salifbury,  upon  the  great 
road  from  Bollon  to  ]3artmouth  college,  n  not  far 
front  him ;  and  a  nuntber  of  mqn  ip  that  town  were 
of  the  Baptiifl  fentipients,  and  built  a  good  meeting- 
houfe  there,  when  there  was  hardjy  a  baptized  per^ 
fon  arpong  thern.  Elder  Seamans  was  called  to 
preach  among  them  in  1792^  and  he  fays  in  faid  let¬ 
ter,  A  number  wantea  to  have  a  Baptifl  church 
conftituted,  as  they  intended  tp  have  a  Baptill  min- 
ifter.  But  I  told  them  that  there  mull  be  fomething 
done  amongfl  them  which  man  could  not  do,  before 
a  Baptifl;  church  could  be  gathered  there.  And  thi^ 
work  the  Lord  begun  about  the  fame  time  as  at 
Hopkinton,  and  now  there  is  a  flourifhing  church 
there  of  orte  hundred  and  twenty -five  meinbers, 
vvlth  a  fine  preacher.^’  Mr.  Elias  Smith,  who  came 
from  Connecticut,  and  preached  in  many  places,  and 
was  ordained  as  a  travelling  minifter,  is  fettled  as 
their  pallor.  County 
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I  County  of  Chef  dire. 

IX.  A  Baptifl  church  was  formed  In  Richmond, 

and  ]^Ir.  Matturean  Bollou  was  ordained  their  pal- 
tor,  September  27,  177^5  being  the  hrft  minifter  of 
any  denomination  in  the  town.  They  joined  to  the 
Warren  Aflociation  in  wdien  they  informed 

the  AlTociation,  that  a  number  of  the  inhabitants 
were  unwilling  to  allow  their  minifter  the  privileges;, 
of  tne  firfl:  minifter  of  the  town,  and  that  neighbour¬ 
ing  towns  would  not  regard  the  certificates  wdiich 
they  gave  to  fome  of  their  fociety  who' lived  therein. 

I  heir  church  had  then  twenty-nine  members,  and 
they  increafed  to  feventy-nine  in  three  years  ;  and 
then  they  were  in  a  low  condition  for  fjx  years  after, 
until  the  revival  in  1780  caufed  the  addition  of  for¬ 
ty-four  in  three  years  more.  In  the  mean  time  a 
divifion  took  place  among  them,  and  another  church 
was  formed,  in  which  Mr.  Artemas  Aldrich  was  or¬ 
dained.  And  they  were  in  broken  circumftances, 
until  another  revival  began  in  1790,  which  caufed 
the  addition  of  one  hundred  and  fix  members  in 
about  two  years,  and  their  two  minifters  were  dif- 
miffed,  and  the  two  churches  united,  with  Mr.  Ifaac 
ICenny  for  their  paflor.  In  1 794  they  were  difmiffed 
to  the  I  .evden  AiTociation. 

^  4  * 

X.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Weftmoreland 

v/eiU  iTom  the  firft  Baptift  lociety  in  Middleborough, 
and  they  formed  a  Baptift  church  there  in  1771,  and 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Bayley  w’^as  ordained  their  paftor, 
I\ovember  30,  1773*  after  fome  years  a  divif¬ 

ion  took  place  among  them,  and  another  churcii 
was  formed,  in  winch  Mr.  Nathaniel  Wilbore  preach¬ 
es,  though  he  is  not  ordained.  Another  church  was 
formed  in  Marlow  in  1777,  and  Mr.  Eleazar  Beck¬ 
with  was  ordained  their  paftor,  and  fo  continues. 
He  and  many  of  his  people  went  from  I. vine,  in 
Connefticur.  Mr.  Caleb  Blood  was  ordained  there¬ 


in 
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in  in  Odober,  1777^  ^vIlo  is  now  at  Shaftfbury, 
When  this  church  joined  to  the  Woodflock  Aflbci- 
ation  in  1786,  they  had  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
members,  and  in  1790  they  had  one  hundred  and 
eighty-four.  A  Baptift;  church  was  formed  at  Croy- 
den  in  1778,  and  in  1790  they  joined  with  New'porr, 
and  fettled  elder  Bial  Ledoyt  as  their  paftor,  who  went 
irom  Woodlfock  in  Connedicut.  And  a  revival  of 
religion  began  among  them  in  June,  1793,  by  means 
of  an  alarming  providence.  For  the  elded  fon  of 
Mr.  Seamans,  a  lovely  youth,  came  to  affidin  raifiag 
the  frame  of  a  meeting-houfe  at  Newport,  but  he 
fell  from  the  top  of  it,  and  died  foon.  The  afflic^ 
lion  was  exceeding  great  to  his  parents,  and  very 
alarming  to  others,  which  the  Spirit  of  God  made 
ule  of  for  their  good.  And  on  September  16,  1793, 
Mr.  Ledoyt  faid  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  It  hath 
been  a  long,  dark,  and  cloudy  night  with  me,  and 
the  people  here  ;  but  glory  to  our  God,  the  cloud 
is  dilperfing  fad.  Flis  work  is  begun  among  us  ; 
Newport  and  Croyden  are  greatly  bleffed.  There 
have  been  forty  fouls  hopefully  converted  in  a  few 
weeks  among  us.  I  have  baptized  tw^enty-nine  in  four 
weeks.  1  he  work  appears  dill  going  on.  I  cannot 
be  idle.  It  is  out  of  my  power  to  anfwer  all  the  calls 
1  have  at  this  time  ;  but  I  endeavour  to  do  all  I  can. 
Being  favoured  with  health,  and  the  fpirit  of  preach- 
ing,  1  afeend  the  mountains  eafy.  There  is  a  prof- 
ped  of  a  glorious  reformation  in  thefe  parts.  O 
may  it  fpread  far  and  wide !  God  hath  remembered 
my  family  alfo  for  good  ;  my  three  elded  daughters,  I 
hope,  are  converted  ;  the  olded  feventeen  years,  and 
the  younged  ten  years  old,  are  baptized.  O  blefs 
the  Lord  with  me,  and  let  us  exalt  his  name  together. 
1  never  more  fenfibly  needed  wifdom  than  at  prefent. 
^/ou  will  not  ceafe  to  pray  for  me.  O  dear  brother, 
drong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  hivS 

might.” 
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might.”  I  mull  leave  the  reft  of  the  churches  in 
this  county,  as  they  appear  in  the  foregoing  lift. 

County  of  Grafton. 

-  Baptift  church  in  this  county,  vi'as 

mrnied  at  Lebanon,  in  June,  1771,  and  Mr.  Jedidiah 
Hebbard  was  ordained  therein  in  1784.  But  fo  ma¬ 
ny  of  them  removed  to  other  places,  that  in  1 700 
they  concluded  that  the  church  was  diflblved.  El¬ 
der  Hebbard  has  fince  been  paftor  of  the  church  in 
Cornifli.  A  Baptift  church  was  formed  in  Canaan 
m  1783,  wherein  elder  Baldw'in  was  ordained,  and 
he  minillered  to  them  until  he  removed  to  Bofton 
in  1790.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Grafton  went 
from_  Rehoboth  and  Swanfea,' and  they  formed  a 
Baptift  church  there  in  1785,  and  Mr.  Oliver  Will- 
rams  was  ordained  their  paftor,  and  continued  fo 
until  he  died  in  a  joyful  manner,  Auguft  15,  1790, 
aged  39.  He  went  from  tlie  State'of  Rhode-Illand’ 
and  probably  was  one  of  tfe  pofterity  of  Mr.  Roger 
Williams,  the  founder  of  that  State.  '  Tjie  church 
in  Rumney  was  formed  in  1780,  and  Mr*  Cotton 
Hains  was  ordained  their  paftor  in  Auguft  that  year, 
The  church  in  Holdernefs  was  formed  the  fame 
year,  and  Mr.  Jeremiah  Ytl^ard  is  their  paftor.  ‘The 
reit  01  the^  Baptift  churches  in  this  county  appear  in 
the  foregoing  lift,  of  whom  I  have  not  received  fo 
full  accounts  as  I  expected.  But  I  have  feme  things 
of  a  more  extenfive  nature,  concerning  this  part  of 
th^  country,  which  rnay  be  beneficial  to  the  public. 

Yi.ll.  Di.  Eleazar  WheelocK  was  fettled  in  the  min- 
iftiy,  in  lUe  weft  part  of  Lebanon,  ui  Connecticut,  and 
was  acquainted  vVirh  experimental  religion  before  Mr. 
V/hitefield  cameynto  our  country  f  and  he  was  an  ac- 
ti\  e  and  luccelsfu!  laoourer  in  the  reformation  that 
lollowed,  until  the  work  was  much  abated,  and  then 
he  turned  his  attention  to'the  inftruclion  of  the  In- 
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'\^hich  led  on  to  the  forming  of  Dartmouth  college, 
which  was  eftablifhed  in  Hanover,  in  this  county,  to 
which  he  removed  in  the  fummer  of  1770.  Some 
revival  of  religion  was  granted  in  this  wuldernefs 
foon  after,  and' things  looked  encouraging,  until  war 
broke  out’ in  our  land,  wliich  tried  the  hearts  of  all. 
And  as  a  quantity  of  money' for  this  college  had 
been  cgllefted  in  England  and  Scotland,  which  w^as 
put  into  a  fund  in  London,  from  whence  the  inter- 
eft  was  to  be  drawn  annually,  fpme  imagined  that 
Dr.  Wheeldck  was  biaffed  in  favour  of  Britain  in 
the  war,  which  occafioried  the  following  actions. 
He  lived  fo  remote  from  the  feat  of  their  govern¬ 
ment,^  that  prociainations  for  fafts  and  thanklgivings 
fometimes  failed  of  reaching  him  until  the  days  ap¬ 
pointed  were  paft  ;  and  as  Connecticut  government 
had  appointed  November  16,  1775,  for  their  annual 
thanklgiving,  of  which  he  had  received  an  account, 
he  and  his  people^  kept  that  day.  *  But  in  the  week 
following  he  received  a  proclapiatioa  from  the  au- 
y  his  ovvii  government,  which  appointed 
another  day  a  fortnight  after  the  other ;  and  he  was 
willing  that  all  who  had  not  kept  the  former  dav 
ftould  keep  the  latter,  while  he  could  not  in  con- 
fcience  keep  two  thankfgivihgs  in  that  feafon,  only 
to  obey  "the  commandments  of  men.  Yet  ' becaule 
he  refufed  to  do^  it,  he  was  threatened  to  be  profe- 
cuted  by  authority,  therefore  he  preached  a  fermon 
on  faid  day,  from  John  xviii.  ^6,  arid  publifhed  it  to 
the  world,  under  the  title  of  Liberty  of  Confcience  : 
cr,  LJo  King  but  Chriji  in  his  Church.  He  obferved 
that  rulers  have  only  power  to  propofe  the  keep- 
mg  of  fucii  days,  and  to  protect  ail  in  their  worfliip 
from  being  injured  by  others,'  while  the  confent  of 
the  people  to  keep  the  day,  is  the  only  thing  that 
can  maxc  it  binding  upon  them  to  do  it.  And  he 
fays,  ^  When  civil  power  encroaches  an  inch  upon 
(..brilf  s  prerogative,  a  fancfified  and  enliglitened 
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confcience  can  never  be  compelled  to  a  compliance  ; 
and  ir  they  are  of  the  truth,  and  hear  Chrift's  voice, 
no  indruiiieiits  of  cruelty  will  avail  any  thing  in  this 
attempt. —  Ihe  lead  yieldinp;  in  this  cafe  is  danger¬ 
ous,  and  a  direfl:  and  leading  dep  to  a  flood  of  pcr- 
fevcution,  however  remote  it  may  feem  at  prefent.^’"* 
Yea,  and  fupporting  religious  teachers  by  compul- 
fion  hath  been  a  greater  lource  of  perfecution,  than 
a  compelling  of  people  to  keep  days  of  faffing  or 
thankfgiving  ever  was.  Of  this  Mr.  Eden  Bur¬ 
roughs,  paffor  of  the  church  in  Hanover,  became  fo 
Jenfible  that  he  gave  up  the  pracfice.  He  had  been 
a  minifter  in  Connedficut,  and  he  was  fo  much  af- 
fedlcd  with  a  view  of  the  corruption  of  their  church¬ 
es,  that  he  publifhed  a  difcourfe  in  1784  from  thofe 
words.  Why  call  ye  me  I.ord^  Lord^  and  do  not  the  things 
*ivhlch  1  fay?  And  he  plainly  fhews  that  the  con¬ 
duct  of  men,  be  it  in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  Chrift, 
or  in  conformity  to  the  world,  is  the  language  which 
fpeaks  the  loudeft  in  all  rational  minds,  and  much 
more  to  the  Son  of  God.  And  he  fays,  If  the 
confidence  of  profefling  Chriflians  one  towards  an¬ 
other  is  not  founded  upon  a  mutual  apprehenfion  that 
each  other  is  governed  by  a  facred  regard  to  what 
Chrift  has  faid  and  enjoined  in  his  word,  there  is  no 
Chriftiaa  confidence,  and  confequently  no  Chrif- 
tian  chanty  ainongll  them — And  it  is  abfolutely 
impoffible  for  profeffing  Chriftians  to  have  this  mu¬ 
tual  confidence  towards  each  other,  while  they  fee 
that  they  are  fo  commonly  difpofed  to  bite  and  de¬ 
vour  one  another,  by  feeking  to  get  the  advantage 
of  each  other,  in  their  commerce  and  dealings  ;  or 
to  flander,  backbite,  and  reproach  one  another;  or 
to  be  unfaithful  in  fulfilling  their  promifes  and  en¬ 
gagements  to  each  other  ;  or  to  be  infenfible  of  the 
wants  and  diftreffes  of  each  other.""  Aeain  he  lays, 
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There  is  nothing  that  can  have  fuch  a  tendency  to 
prejudice  the  minds  and  harden  the  hearts  of  men 
againll:  the  truth,  as  on  the  one  hand  to  hold  it  up 
to  view  as  being  of  the  moll  facred  and  weighty  im¬ 
portance,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  trifle  witli  it  in 
our  daily  praftice.  And  this  one  obfervation  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  account  for  that  flood  of  deifin  and  infi¬ 
delity  that  fo  awfully  threatens  to  deluge  the  land. 
It  is  in  vain  for  profefling  Chriflians  to  call  upon 
mankind  to  believe  that  which  it  is  evident,  by  their 
daily  practice,  they  do  not  believe  themfelves.-- ' 
ihoie  corporations  who  call  themfelves  churches  of 
Chrifl,  whim  they  refufe  to  put  the  laws  of  his  king* 
dom  into  execution,  and  will  fuller  them  to  be  tram¬ 
pled  under  foot,  are  more  awfully  guilty  of  the  blood 
of  fouls  than  every  other  fet  of  men  under  heaven,”'^' 
Thefe  things  caufed  many  controverfies  among  their 
churches,  as  well  as  moved  many  to  withdraw  from 
them.  And  we  are  informed  that  elder  Seamans 
hath  found  it  to  be  fuch  a  bondage  to  be  fupported 

by  tax  and  compulfion,  that  he  hath  lately  renounced 
that  praftice. 

XIIL  A  foundation  dodlrine  of  Chrlftianity  was 
aifo  openly  druck  againfl;  in  this  part  of  our  country, 
e\en  the  atonement  of  Chrift.  For  a  miniftcr  of 
Newport  publifhed  three  fermons  in  1786,  to  prove 
that  all  the  fulFerings  of  Chrift  were  from  wicked 
men  and  devils,  and  that  God  never  inflicled  any 
punifament  at  ail  upon  luni  for  the  fins  of  men  5 
but  that  the  wnole  of  the  a,tonement  of  Clirill  was 
his  good  teSshing  and  good  example  in  life  and 
death.  ^  Ills  firft  argument  for  this  opinion  is  this. 
Nothing  could  merit  favour  for  linners,  which  was 
not  in  itlelf  agreeable  to  the  divine  mind.”  And 
having  proved  that  God  has  no  picafure  in  the  death 
o  fiiiners,  he  fays,  Realon  forbids  the  conclufioD, 
to  at  he  fliould  have  any  plea!  are  in  the  fuiTerings  of 


■'  or  t!ic  Laws  of  Chriff,  p.  67,  63. 
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his  dutiful  and  well  beloved  Son.’^"^  But  we  ought 
to  know,  that  the  favour  and  love  of  God  never 
could  be  purchafed  ;  for  it  was  his  love  that  caufed 
him  to  give  his  Son  to  fuffer  the  curfe  of  the  law, 
that  God  might  be  juft,  and  the  juftifier  of  him  who 
believeth  in  Jefus.  ’  Where  is  bcafting  then  ?  It  is 
excluded.  By  what  law  ?  of  works  ?  Nay,  but  by 
the  law  of  faith.  Rom.  iii.  24 — 27.  And  if  men 
deny  that  God  could  have  any  plealure  in  the  death 
of  his  Son,  yet  he  fays.  It  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife 
him,  he  hath  put  hini  to  grief :  when  thou  flialt 
make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fm,  he  lhall  fee  his 
feed,  he  fhall  prolong  his  days,  and  the  pleafure  of 
the  Lord  fhall  profper  in  his  hand.  He  fhall  fee 
of  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and  fhall  be  fatisfi- 
ed  :  by  his  knowledge  fliall  my  righteous  fervant 
juftify  tnany,  for  he  fhall  bear  their  iniquities.  Ifaiah 
iiii.  lo,  II.  Cihrlft  loved  us,  and  hath  given  him- 
felf  for  us,  an  offering  and  a  facrifice  to  God  for 
a  fweet  fmelllng  favour.  Eph.  v.  2.  Wherefore  he 
is  able  to  fave  them  to  the  uttermoft  that  come  unto 

r 

God  by  him,  feeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  intercef- 
fiou  for  them.  Heb.  vii.  25.  Yet  this  author,  in  hi? 
fecond  argument,  fays,  If  this  great  work  could 
not  be  fiiiiffed  until  divine  juftice  had  its  free  and 
natural  courfe,  in  fuch  a  fente,  as  that  his  fufferings 
are  to  be  confidered  as  fin  punllhed  ;  the  confe- 
quence  is  unavoidable,  that  he  in  a  very  Jljort  fcafort 
endured  tlie  fame  quantity  of  niifery  which  wpuld  have 
borne  finners  down  to  eternity.  A  thought  wnich  ex¬ 
ceeds  all  rules  of  computation,  and  depart?  from  all 
principles  of  juft  reafoning.’^  As  if  the  Son  of  God 
could  not  do  more  in  a  Inert  time,  than  finful  men 
can  ever  do.  Man  was  firft  drawn  into  rebellion 
again  ft  God,  by  fetting  up  reafon  above  revelation  y 
and  the  world  is  ftill  held  in  bondage  by  the  fame 

means.  Yet  our  author  fays,  ‘‘Let  no  one  be 

alarmed. 
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alarmed,  If  we  pofitively  deny,  that  he  fuffered  any 
of  that  divine  wrath  which  finners  juftly  deferve  ;  for 
there  can  no  fuch  contratiiSory  idea  exift,  that  a 
being  fhould  angry  with  an  objeft  with  which  he 
is  at  the  fame  time  well pleafedJ^*  But  how  weak 
is  this  reafoning  !  For  a  parent  cartnot  corred  a 
child  as  he  ought,  if  he  is  angry  with  the  child  y 
neither  can  a  judge  give  fentence  againft  a  debtor^ 
or  a  criminal,  if  l^e  feels  angry  with  them.  And 
when  a  furety  freely  engages  to  pay  the  debt  of  an¬ 
other,  Juftice  as  clearly  exafts  the  debt  of  him  as  of 
the  debtor,  while  the  difcharge  of  the  debtor  is  as 
great  a  mercy  as  it  would  have  been  if  the  creditor 
had  forgiven  him  without  a  furety.  And  when  a 
finner  is  convinced  of  the  greatnefs  of  his  debt,  and 
God  frankly  forgives  him  all,  the  finner  will  love 
him  much.  Luke  vii.  41,  4a,  47.  For  the  love  of 
Chrift  conftraineth  us,  becaufe  we  thus  judge,  that 
if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead  ;  and  that 
he  died  for  all,  that  they  which  live  lliould  not  hence¬ 
forth  live  unto  themfelves,  but  unto  him  who  died 
for  them,  and  rofe  again. — Therefore  if  any  man  be 
in  Chrift,  he  is  a  new  creature  ;  old  things  are  paft 
away,  behold,  all  things  are  become  new.  2  Cor.  v. 
14 — 17.  Fear  and  love  are  the  great  principles  of 
all  voluntary  aSions,  and  they  were  divided  by  the 
fall ;  but  Chrift  took  on  hinv  fleih  and  blood,  of  the 
feed  of  Abraham,  that  through  death  he  might 
deftroy  him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the 
devil ;  and  deliver  them  who  through  fear  of  death 
were  all  their  life-time  fubjed  to  bondage.  Heb. 
ii.  14 — 16.  And  herein  the  promife  of  God  to 
Abraham  was  accomplifhed,  who  faid,  My  covenant 
fiall  be  in  your  flefli  for  an  everlafting  covenant. 
Gen.  xvii.  For  Chrift  was  given  for  a  covenant 

of  the  people,  and  for  a  light  of  the  Gentiles.  Ifaiab 
■xlii.  C. 
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C  H  A  P.  XIV. 

State  of  Vermont. 

County  of  Bennington. 

I.  A  general  View  of  the  Planting  of  Vermont.  II.  Of 
Sbajtjbury  Churches.  III.  Pownal  and  others. 
IV.  WooJflock  and  Bridgwater.  V.  A  View  of 
Oppreffion  in  Vermotn.  VI.  And  of  Fajling  for 
Strije  and  Debate  in  the  Majfachufetts.  VII.  The 
Minority  are  ifing  Force  %vith  the  Majority  about  Re¬ 
ligious  iVorfoip. 

L  i  HE  royal  prophet  fays.  Surely  the  wrath  of 
man  flrall  praife  thee  ;  the  remainder  of  wrath  fhalt 
thou  reilrain.'  And  this  truth  Ihines  with  great 
clearnefs  in  our  day,  and  as  clearly  in  Vermont,  as 
in  any  part  of  our  country.  All  the  lands  therein 
were  once  claimed  by  the  government  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  and  Bennington  was  named  from  Ben- 
ning  Wentworth,  the  governor  who  granted  the 
town.  He  alfo  granted  a  large  number  of  other 
towns  on  the  weft  fidefof  Connedicut-river,  and 
made  much  money  thereby,  until  fome  politicians  of 
New  York  obtained  an  act  of  the  king  in  council,  in 
17645  annex  all  thofe  lands  to  their  government. 
Many  of  thofe  who  had  purchafed  lands  of  Went¬ 
worth,  had  made  large  improvements  thereon  ;  and 
to  have  ail  their  property  taken  away  deceitfully,  or  to 
buy  it  again  of  men  w^hofe  government  they  dilliked, 
railed  a  high  degree  of  refentment  againft  them  i 
and  the  controverfy  was  purfued  for  ten  years,  which 
produced  a  hardy  let  of  men,  who  did  great  exploits 
in  the  American  war,  in  the  time  of  w'hich  they 
formed  themfelves  into-  a  diftind  government,  and 
they  are  now  owned  as  one  of  our  United  States.* 

And 
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And  the  folly  of  many  in  Coiineclicut  and  the  Mafia - 
chufetts,  who  ran  into  debt  at  the  dole  of  the  wart; 
in  1763  and  1783,  caufed  the  planting  of  the  wilder- 
nefs  in  New-Hampfhire  and  Vermonc,  beyond  what 
human  wifdoiii  could  pofiibly  have  done.  The  Maf- 
fachufetts  had  made  fome  beginnings  at  Northfield 
before  the  war  which  began  in  1675,  and  we  are  well 
informed  that  there  was  not  one  Englilh  family  fet¬ 
tled  above  Number  Four,  about^  fifty  miles  from 
Northfield,  until  the  peace  of  1763.  In  all  that 
time  the  French  and  Englifii  were  contending  with 
each  other  about  lands  which  neither  of  them  had 
any  right  to,  and  were  employing  the  Savages  in  their 
quarrels  until  the  French  gave  up  their  claim  to  this 
continent.  And  then  Britain  engaged  in  the  cruel 
defign  of  enllaving’  her  own  fiibjecls,  and  forced 
them  to  renounce  their  power,  and  the  French  affift- 
ed  them  in  obtaining  their  liberty,  and  thereby  learn¬ 
ed  how  to  alfert  their  own  rights  ;  upon  which  Brit¬ 
ain  hath  deluged  their  land  with  blood,  to  prevent 
the  prevalence  of  light  and  liberty  in  Europe.  Po¬ 
pery  is  abolillied  in  France,  much  more  than  it  is  in 
England,  and  this  hath  raifed  the  cry  of  many  teach¬ 
ers  and  lawyers  againll  them,  reprefenting  them  as 
bloody  infidels  !  But  we  everfhould  remember,  that 
hypocrites  were  much  more  fierce  for  the  crucifixion 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrill  than  Heathen  infidels  were  ; 
and  they  are  ever  fo  againfi;  true  religion  and  liberty. 
And  can  men  be  blinded  by  them  any  longer  ?  For 
God  fent  fuch  a  drought  and  fcarcity  into  Canada  in 
1795,  as  compelled  them  to  have  recourfe  to  Ver¬ 
mont  and  New-Hampfhire  for  food  for  man  and 
bead,  where  they  had  a  plenty  of  both.  Yea,  En¬ 
gland  herfelf  now  wants  food  from  America,  where 
they  have  cruelly  opprefled  the  inhabitants  heretofore. 

II.  The  firfl  Baptift  church  in  Vermont  was  foi  m- 
ed  in  Shaftfbury  in  1768.  Mr.  Blifs  Willoughby, 
who  was  ordained  pa.0:or  of  a  ieparate  churdi  at 
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Ncwent;  In  Norwkh,  in  1753,  and  went  to  England 
as  an  agent  for  their  churches  in  1 756,  and  preached 
for  Dr.  Gifford,  in  London,  became  a  Baptift  after 
the  year  1764,  and  was  a  leader  among  this  people 
where  his  fon  Ebenezcr  has  alfo  been  a  teacher' 
though  neither  of  them  have  been  paftors  of  this’ 
church.  On  Auguft  4,  1774,  the  church  wrote  that 
they  had  thirty-nine  members,  twenty-one  of  whom 
weie  males.  But  how  things  were  among  them  for 
fix  years  after,  we  know  not.  A  fecond  church 
was  formed  in  1780,  and  a  third  in  1781,  the  laft  of 
them  upon  the  principles  of  the  old  Baptifts,  who 
held  laying  on  of  hands  upon  every  member  as  a 
term  of  communion.  And  the  AlTociation  which  was 
begun  there  in  1781,  and  hath  united  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  other  churches,  yet  hath  not  united  all  thefe 
in  the  town  where  it  began.  But  to  promote  union 
among  them,  many  of  the  brethren  fent  an  earneft 
requelh  to  Mr.  Caleb  Blood,  of  Newton,  and  he  re¬ 
moved  there  in  the  beginning  of  1788,  when  a  fourth 
church  was  formed,  which  had  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  members  the  next  y^ear,  and  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixiy  in  1 795.  Mr.  Blood  is  fo  much  ef- 
teemed  in  their  government,  that  he  was  called  to- 
preach  their  Eleclion  Sermon,  Ofjiober  ii,  1792,- 
which  was  publiihed  by  their  authority.  One  palfage 
therein  fays,  “  A  wife  magiftrate  will  fet  a  conflant 
guard  over  the  words  of  his  mouth  ;  that  with  a  be- 
corning  moderation,  he  may  exprefs  his  refentraent 
of  injuries  done  him,  and  have  all  his  language  fuch 
as  ffiall  tend  to  prevent  others  from  an  uncivil,  pro¬ 
fane  way  of  treating  their  fellow  citizens.  A  magif- 
trate  who  is  rough  and  profane  in  his  language,  is  a 
monftrous  character.  He  is  not  civil  himfelf,  and 
we  cannot  expedff  but  that  the  praftice,  at  leaft,  will 
do  hurt  in  the  community.  He  is  not  the  gentle¬ 
man,  for  any  perfon  of  fenfe  knows,  that  a  rough, 
profane  way  of  treating  mankind,  better  fits  the  char- 

aQer 


Cf-  i 


1796.] 


OF  NEW-ENGLAND. 


after  of  a  clown  than  a  gentlemarw  Can  I  fuppof® 
myfelf  in  danger  of  giving  offence  ?  No  ;  I  cannot 
think  that  fo  rcfpeftable  a  body,  as  I  am  now  called 
to  addrefs,  will  think  me  too  fevere  in  cenfuring  fo 
great  an  evil ;  efpecially  feeing  it  fo  much  prevails 
in  our  land  at  the  prefent  day.”* 

III.  After  the  fettlement  of  Pownal,  the  people 
lived  for  fome  time  in  a  very  carelefs  way,  negleft- 
ing  public  worfhip,  and  indulging  themfelves  in  all 
kinds  of  vanity  and  iniquity,  until  they  were  vifited 
with  diftreffing  ficknefs,  in  March,  1773,  which 
alarmed  their  confciences,  and  they  fet  up  the  wor- 
ihip^of  God  among  them,  and  the  Spirit  of  God 
fived  conviftion  in  many  minds,  and  about  two  hun¬ 
dred  often  attended  their  meetings.  A  church 
was  formed  in  April,  which  increafed  to  49  members 
in  fifteen  months.  This  is  a  fummary  of  the  ac¬ 
count  which  the  church  gave  in  July,  1774.  How 
things  were  among  them  for  ten  years  after,  we 
know  not ;  but  in  the  fpring  of  1788,  elder  Caleb 
Nichols  reinoved  there,  having  been  difmiffed  from 
the  church  in  Coventry,  and  this  church  joined  to 
the  Shaftfbury  Affociatiou  in  1 793,  when  they  had 
feventy:two  members ;  and  fuch  a  bleffing  was  grant¬ 
ed  there,  that  they  increafed  to  one  hundred  and 
fixty-five  in  two  years.  I  muff  leave  the  other 
churches  in  this  county  as  they  appear  in  the  forego¬ 
ing  lift, ,  '  ° 

Ceunty  of  Windfor. 

IV.  As  people  removed  very  fall  into  this  county 
towards  the  cloft  of  the  war,  feveral  Baptift  minif- 
ters  were  fent  to  preach  among  them  from  year  to 
year-  In  May,  1779,  our  elders  Seamans  and  Le- 
doyt  vifited  thofe  parts,  and  laboured  in  various 
places  to  good  purpofe.  And  Mr.  Elifha  Ranfom, 
who  was  ordained  at  Sutton,  November  ii,  1778, 
aa  a  travelling  minifter,  removed  up  to  Woodftock’ 
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where  a  Baptift  church  was  formed  in  July,  i^8o^ 
and  he  became  their  minifter.  He  came  as  one  of 
their  meffengers,  and  joined  the  Warren  Affoeiation 
in  September  following,  when  they  had  twenty-eight 
members-  And  in  three  years  they  increaled  to 
eighty  members,  when,  in  February,  1783,  they 
joined  with  three  other  churches  in  forming  the 
Woodftock  Affoeiation,  to  which  a  fifth  church  join¬ 
ed  that  year,  and  opened  a  correfpondence  with  the 
Warren  Affoeiation,  which  hath  continued  ever 
fince.  In  three  years  the  Affoeiation  increafed  to 
fourteen  churches,  and  four  hundred  and  ninety-fix 
members.  Thefe  churches  were  thofe  of  Woodllock, 
Canaan,  Croydon,  Sutton,  Wendel,  Lebanon,  Roy- 
alton,  fecond  in  Woodftock,  Claremont,  Temple, 
Windfor,  Weftminfter,  Weftmoreland,  and  Marlow. 
Mf.  Joel  Butler  was  ordained  in  Woodftock,  Janua¬ 
ry  5,  1785,  and  miniftered  to  their  fecond  church 
for  fome  time,  and  then  he  laboured  in  feveral  places 
in  the  Maffachufetts,  from  whence  he  removed  into 
the  State  of  New- York.  As  the  members  of  this 
church  were  chiefly  difmiffed  from  the  firft,  they  have 
fince  re-united  in  one  again-  Mr.  -William  Grow, 
mentioned  above,  removed  from  Pomfret,  in  Con- 
nefticut,  to  Bridgwater,  in  Vermont,  and  recovered 
his  credit  fo  far,  by  a  penitent  and  good  behaviour, 
that  he  was  fettled  as  the  paftor  of  a  church  gathered 
in  Woodftock  and  Bridgwater,  and  for  two  or  three 
years  they  appeared  to  profper ;  but  then  new  diffi¬ 
culties  arofe,  and  he  was  difmiffed-  I  find  that  Mr. 
John  Peckens,  who  went  from  Middleborough,  and 
who  had  been  ordained  at  Claremont,  was  at  Wood¬ 
ftock  ill  1786,  who  is  now  at  Chelmsford.  Mr.  Jo- 
feph  Call  was  alfo  an  ordained  elder  there  in  1789, 
iwho  was  at  Cambridge  in  1793.  This  work  has 
fpread  into  Canada,  wher^  a  Baptift  church  was  form¬ 
ed  at  ColdwelFs  Manor,  w^hich  joined  to  the  Wood¬ 
ftock  Affoeiation  in  1794.  And  elder  Jedidiah  Heb- 
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bard  fays,  “  I  have  been  four  journeys  into  thofe 
parts,  and  have  feen  much  of  the  power  and  grace 
of  God  there.” 

V.  Mr.  Ranfom  has  hot  only  been  a  'fticcefsful 
preacher  of  the  gofpel,  but  alfo  has  earneftly  con¬ 
tended  for  Chriftian  liberty,  againft  the  minifterial 
tyranny  which  hath  been  carried  into  that  wilder- 
nefs,  from  the  States  of  Connefticut  and  the  Maf- 
fachufetts.  And  on  March  23,  1795,  hefaidin  a 
letter,  “  A  brother  living  in  Hartford,  in  Vermont^’ 
belonging  to  elder  Drew’s  church,  has  fuffered  much 
about  rates  from  another  denomination.  He  was 
firll  carried  to  gaol,  and  then  came  .out  by  paying 
the  money,  and  profecuted  them  in  vain,  for  he  was 
bpt  three  times.  I  cannot  afcertain  the  cods,  for 
his  laft  trial  was  the  laft  day  of  February  pad  ;  but 
it  is  fuppofed  that  his  cods  will  be  above  fiftv 
pounds;  Five  petitions  were  carried  into  the  Ver¬ 
mont  adembly  lad  fall,  with  more  than  two  hundred 
ilgners,  againd  the  certificate  law,  and  I  went  to 
fpeak  for  them  j  and  after  my  averment  that  the  certi¬ 
ficate  law  was  contrary  to  the  rights  of  man,  of  con- 
fcience,  the  fird,  third,  fourth,  and  feventh  articles 
of  our  conditution,  and'  to  itfelf,  for  it  took  away 
our  rights,  and  then  offered  to  fell  them  back  to  us 
for  a  certificate,  feme  dretched  their  mouths  ;  and 
though  no  man  contradicted  me  in  one  argument, 
yet  they  would  drut  their  ;eyes,  and  fay  they  could 
not  fee  it  fo.  I  had  many  great  friends  in  the  houfe, 
but  not  a  majority.  They  fent  out  a  committee  who 
altered  the  law  much  for  the  better,  if  any  law  could 
be  good  of  that  kind,  which  was,  that  every  man 
might  affert  his  own  fentiments  to  the  town  clerk, 
and  that  Ihould  anfwer  ;  but  becaufe  it  would  dill 
be  a  bad  law,  arid  I  would  not  thank  them  for  it, 
and  none  of  our  friends  would  acknowledge  it  as 
a  favour,  it  fell  back  to  where' it  was  before.  Only 
we  have  this  to. comfort  us.  The  Lord  reigneth,  and 
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their  power  is  limited,  and  we  Ihatl  have  no  more 
afflidion  than  is  needful  for  us.  Duty  is  ours,  the 
event  is  the  Lord^s/^  And  as  I  failed  of  obtaining 
more  accounts  of  their  churches,  and  of  their  fuffer- 
ings  in  Vermont,  which  were  expefted,  I  fhall  clofe 
this  chapter  with  fome  late  things  in  the  Maffachu- 
fetts,  the  mother  of  all  the  perfecutions  in  New- 
England. 

VI.  God  faid  to  the  church  of  Ifrael,  Behold  yc 
fall  for  ftrife  and  debate,  and  to  finite  with  the  fill 
of  wickednefs.-— Wilt  thou  calf  this  a  fait,  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  day  to  Ihe  Lord  ?  Is  not  this  the  fall  that 
I  have  chofen  ?  to  loofe  the  bands  of  wickednefs, 
and  to  undo  the  heavy  burdens,  and  to  let  the  op- 
prelTed  go  free,  and  that  ye  break  every  yoke  ?  Ifaiah 
iviii.  4 — 6.  And  is  not  this  language  applicable  to 
our  country  ?  For  dilTenters  from  the  eftablilhed 
worfhip  in  New-England  were  feveral  times  relieved 
from  cruel  oppreffion,  by  fpecial  adts  of  the  Britilh 
court.  But  when  our  firft  Congrefs  was  called  at 
Philadelphia,  in  the  fall  of  1774,  and  they  were  like 
to  be  our  highefl  power  of  government  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  the  Warren  AlTociatron  fent  an  agent  there  to 
try  if  fome  fecurity  for  our  religious  rights  could 
not  be  obtained,  while  we  united  with  our  country¬ 
men  in  defence  of  the  civil  rights  of  America.  And 
a  conference  was  granted  by  the  delegates  in  Con¬ 
grefs  from  the  Maflachufetts,  to  whom  the  Baptift 
agent  declared,  thlar  we  wanted  no  more  religious 
liberty  in  the  country,  than  they  had  long  enjoyed 
in  Bofton  ;  and  this  appeared  fo  reafonable  ro  the 
gentlemen  who  were  prefent,  that  faid  delegates 
promifed  to  ufe  their  influence  to  obtain  fuch  liberty 
through  all  the  country.  Yet  a  teport  was  fpread 
in  New-England,  before  the  Baptift  agent  got  home, 
that  he  had  been  to  Philadelphia  on  purpofe  to  try 
to  break  the  union  of  the  colonies  in  the  defence  of 
their  civil  rights.  Therefore  he  foon  met  the  com¬ 
mittee 


mittee  of  the  Warren  Affociation  at  Bofton,  anci 
prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  MalTachuletts  provincial 
congrefs  upon  it,  and  they  returned  an  anfwer  in 
•which  they  faid,  “  The  eftablifhment  of  civil  and  re¬ 
ligious  liberty,  to  each  denomination  in  the  province, 
is  the  fincere  wilh  of  this  congrefs :  But  being  by 
no  means  veiled  with  powers  of  civil  government, 
whereby  they  can  redrefs  the  grievances  of  any  per- 
fon  whatever,  they  therefore  recommend  to  the  Bap- 
tift  churches,  that  when  a  General  Affembly  fliall  be 
convened  in  this  colony,  they  lay  the  real  grievances 
of  faid  churches  before  the  fame,  when  and  where 
their  petition  will  mod  certainly  meet  with  all  that 
attention  due  to  the  memorial  of  a  denomination  of 
Chriftians  fo  well  difpofed  to  the  public  weal  of 
their  country/^  Here  they  denied  that  they  were 
vefted  with  powers  of  civil  government,  while  they 
affumed  the  whole  power  of  government  in  the  Maf- 
fachufetts ;  and  as  a  General  Affembly  was  called  in 
July,  1775,  the  Warren  Affociation  prefented  a  me- 
morial  to  them  in  September,  which  they  flipped 
away  out  of  fight,  without  granting  any  relief  at  all 
to  the  Baptifts.  And  when  the  convention  was  call¬ 
ed,  who  formed  our  new  conflitution,  the  firft 
draught  that  was  made  by  their  committee,  was 
wholly  partial  for  one  denomination.  They  met 
and  chofe  the  committee  to  make  the  draught  in 
September,  and  then  adjourned  to  Oftober  28,  1779. 
A  general  fall  was  appointed  upon  the  occafion  on 
November  4  ;  and  though  the  third  article  was  new 
drawn,  with  fome  appearance  of  favour  to  diffenters 
from  their  worfliip,  yet  as  they  expeded  opposi¬ 
tion  to  it  from  the  Baptifts,  two  men,  who  were 
members  of  Congrefs  in  1774,  accufcd  them  of 
fending  an  agent  then  to  Philadelphia  to  break  the 
union  of  the  colonies,  and  evidently  carried  the  vote 
for  the  third  article  by  enflaming  the  convention 
agamft  them.  And  was  not  this  a  failing  for  Itrife 
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and  debate,  and  fmjting  with  the  fifl;  of  wickednefs  ? 
For  the  fame  men  knew  that  they  had  promifed  to 
exert  all  their  influence  to  obtain  all  the  liberty  that 
the  Baptifts  afked  for  ;  but  they  have  never  fulfilled 
their  promife  to  this  day,  althou2[h  they  have  been 
in  high  offices  in  our  government.  -  A^id  for  any 
men  to  violate  their  promife,  is  to  exalt  themfelves 
above  the  eternal  God,  who  never  failed  of  fulfilling 
any  one  promife,  nor  ever  can.  Yet  all  men  in  thi? 
government,  who  fupport  one  denomination  by  tax 
and  cornpuhion,  violate  the  promife  in  the  conflitu- 
tion  which  fays,  “  Every  denomination  pf  Chriftians 
demeaning  themfelves  peaceably,  and  as  good  fub- 
jeds  of  the  commonwealth,  ffiall  be  equally  under 
the  protection  of  the  law  ;  and  no  lubordination  of 
any  one  feCt  or  denomination  to  another,  fiiall  ever 
be  eftabliffied  by  law.” 

VII.  But  as  this  has  reftrained  our  legiflature 
from  making  any  certificate  law  to  exempt  the  dif- 
fenters  from  the  Congregational  denomination  from 
taxes  to  their  worfliip,  and  they  have  put  the  yrhole 
power  into  the  hands  of  the  majority  of  voters  in 
each  town  or  pariffi,  this  iniquity  has  no  covering 
left  among  us.  For  minillers  are  fupported  by 
worldly  men,  who  adl  without  any  fort  of  religious 
qualification,  and  therefore  there  is  no  religion  in 
their  doings.  And  they  now  violate  the  moll  effen- 
tial  rule  of  all  civil  government,  which  is,  that  the 
majority  of  every  civil  community  is  the  body  poli¬ 
tic,  and  that  the  minority  is  not  the  body.  There¬ 
fore  Mr.  Ellis  was  never  eleCted  as  palior  of  the  firll 
pariffi  in  Rehoboth,*  from  whom  many  thoufands 
of  dollars  have  been  taken  for  him  ;  neither  vC’as  Mr. 
Nathan  Underwood  ever  eleCled  the  pallor  of  the 
fecond  pariffi  in  Harwich,  by  the  body  of  the  pariffi, 
who  have  been  all  taxed  to  him.  But  Mr.  Ellis’s 

great 

*  Juft  before  this  work  was  finifhed  at  tjie  prefs,  news  came  from  Reho¬ 
both,  that  a  number  who  had  been  zealous  for  Mr.  Ellis  have  turned  againft 
him,  fo  that  he  is  gone  off,  not  likely  to  return  to  be  their  minifter  any  mori^ 
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great  fuccefs  appears  to  have  emboldened  Mr.  Un¬ 
derwood,  and  his  colleftor  feized  fix  men  who  were 
Baptifts,  on  the  firft  day  of  December,  1795,  and 
carried  them  as  far  as  Yarmouth,  where  one  of  them 
was  taken  fo  ill,  being  old  and  infirm  before,  that  he 
faw  no  way  to  fave  his  life  but  to  pay  the  tax  and 
cofts,  which  he  did,  and  the  other  five  were  carried 
to  the  prifon  at  BSrnftable,  where  they  alfo  paid  the 
money,  rather  than  to  lie  in  a  cold  prifon  all  winter. 
And  thefe  things  moved  many  to  pay  faid  tax,  rather 
than  to  be  (trained  upon.  Though  as  all  did  not  do 
it,  their  colleftor  went  with  aid  to  the  houfe  of  one 
of  the  Baptifts,  when  he  was  not  at  home,  January  8, 
1796,  and  feized  a  cow  for  a  tax  to  faid  minifter ; 
but  his  wife  and  daughter  came  out  and  took  hold 
of  the  COW5  and  his  wife  promifed  to  pay  the  money, 
if  her  hufband  would  not  do  it,  and  they  let  the  cow 
go,  and  (he  went  to  Mr.  Underwood  the  next  day, 
and  paid  the  tax  and  cofts,  and  took  his  receipt 
therefor.  Yet  four  days  after,  the  woman  and  two 
daughters,  one  of  whom  was  not  there  when  the 
cow  was  taken,  were  feized  ^nd  carried  before  au¬ 
thority,  and  fined  feven  dollars,  for  talking  to  the 
collector  and  his  aid,  and  taking  hold  of  the  cow 
while  they  had  her  in  poflelTion,  fo  that  they  let  her 
go.  Thefe  things  we  have  had  very  diftind  accounts 
of,  and  if  there  is  the  lead  miftake  therein,  let  them 
point  it  out  in  welcome,  Another  inftance  in  the 
county  of  Plymouth  is  fimilar  to  thefe  in  one  refped, 
though  not  in  others.  The  minifter  of  a  pari(h, 
lately  incorporated,  was  never  chofen  by  the  major¬ 
ity  of  the  inhabitants  therein,  nor  by  many  who  are 
taxed  to  him,  one  of  whom  was  lately  feized  to  be 
carried  to  prifon,  but  he  paid  the  money,  and  others 
are  threatened  with  the  like  treatment.  Before  this 
diftrefs  was  made  for  the  falary  of  faid  minifter,  he 
got  feveral  Baptift  minifters  to  preach  in  his  pulpit, 
and  feems  to  be  in  earned  to  draw  them  into  com- 

pulfive 
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pulfive  meaftires  alfo.  Yet  the  line'  of  his  parilh 
was  extended  eight  or  nine  miles  from  his  meeting, 

valuable  lots  of  minifterfi 
lands, _  which  he  near  a  Baptift  meeting,  where  a  Bap. 

tift  ininifter  is  fettled.  Thefe  are  a  few  of  the  evils- 
which  have  come  from  the  praftice  of  confounding 
he  church  an^d  world  together,  about  the  government 

fupport  of  religious  minifters. 
%  f  government  would  proteft  all 

Its  lubjeds  impartially,  without  fupporting  any  min- 

liters  by  tax  and  compulfion,  all  true  believers  would 
lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life  in  all  godlinefs  and 
honelty,  and  the  power  of  other  men  to  opprefs 
them  on  religious  accounts  would  be  taken  away. 
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CHAP.  XV, 

Observations  on  the  foregoing  History. 

I.  Antichrijl  defer ibed^  and  alfo  the  Church  of  Chrijl^ 

II.  IChe  Old  and  New  TeJlamentSy  believed  and 
obeyed  by  the  Children  of  Gody  are  his  Two  Witnejfes. 

III.  A  being  anointed  with  the  Spirit  of  Chri/ly  is  ef 
fential  to  Chrijlianity.  IV.  Evidence  that  this  Spirit 
hath  lately  increafed  the  Baptifi  Churches,  V.  The 
Srvil  of  confounding  Church  and  World  together,  VL 
The  Glory  of  having  them  diftindl.  VII .  ^//  Men fhotdd 
ad  by  the  Golden  Rule.  VIII.  The  Gates  of  Hell 
xannot  prevail  againft  fuch.  IX.  For  they  ft  and  on 
the  Sea  of  Glafs  mingled  with  Fire.  X.  How  the 
Two  Witnejfes  are  flain.  XI.  And  how  they  foall 
rife  again.  XII.  Myftery  Babylon  deferibed.  XIIL 
And  the  Nature  of  Herefy.  XIV.  Men  are  known 
by  their  Fruits. 

I.  How  clearly  hath  the  word  of  God  been  ful¬ 
filled  !  For  he  fays.  That  day  ftiall  not  come  except 
there  come  a  falling  away  firft,  and  that  man  of  fm 
be  revealed,  the  fon  of  perdition  :  who  oppofeth  and 
exaketh  himfelf  above  all  that  is  called  God,  or  that 
is  worfhipped  ;  fo  that  he,  as  God,  fitteth  in  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  God,  fliewing  himfelf  that  he  is  God.  And 
now  ye  know  what  withholdeth,  that  he  might  be. 
revealed  in  his  time.  For  the  myftery  of  iniquity 
doth  already  y^ork  ;  only  he  who  now  letteth  will 
let,  until  he  be  taken  out  of  the  way  :  and  then  ftiall 
that  Wicked  be  revealed,  whom  the  Lord  ftiall  con- 
fume  with  the  fpirit  of  his  mouth,  and  ftiall  deftroy 
with  the  brightnefs  of  his  coming  :  even  him,  whofe 
coming  is  after  the  working  of  Satan,  with  all  pow¬ 
er,  and  figns,  and  lying  wonders,  and  with  all  de- 
ceivablenefs  of  unrighteoufnefs  in.tliem  that  perifli ; 

becaufe 
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becaufe  they  received  not  the  love  of  the  truth  that 
they  might  be  faved.  And  for  this  caufe  God  fhall 
fend  them  ftrong  delufion  that  they  Ihould  believe  a 
lie  j  that  they  all  might  be  damned  who  believed  not 
the  truth,  but  had  pleafure  in  unrighteoufnefs.  But 
we  are  bound  to  give  thanks  alway  to  God  for  you, 
brethren,  beloved  of  the  Lord,  becaufe  God  hath 
from  the  beginning  chofen  you  to  falvation,  through  • 
fanflification  of  the  Spirit, '  and  belief  of  the  truth  : 
whereunto  he  called  you  by  our  gofpel,  to  the  ob¬ 
taining  of  the  glory  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

2  1  iiell.  u.  3 — ^14.  Here  all  men  are^  defcribed  as 
in  two  parties.  So  our  Lord  fays.  Every  one  that 
doth  evil  hateth  the  light,  neither  cometh  to  the 
light,  left  his  deeds  fhould  be  reproved.  But  Jie 
that  doth  truth  cometh  to  the  light,  that  his  deeds 
may  be  made  manifefl  that  they  are  wrought  in 
God.  John  hi,  20,  21.  It  is  impoffible  for  God  to 
violate  his  promife,  or  his  oath,  or  to  entice  any  into 
fm.  Heb.  vi.  13 — 18.  James  i.  13,  14.  But  all 
men  are  guilty^of  thefe  evils,  more  or  lefs,  who  are 
not  born  again.  And  when  Conftantine  removed 
the  feat  of  his  empire  from  Rome,  and  then  divided 
it  at  his  death,  the  way  was  made  for  the  bifhop  of 
Rome  to  exalt  himfelf  aboye  God  in  his  church,  and 
above  all  the  kings  of  Europe,  who  gave  their 
power  unto  him.  And  forbidding  to  marry,  and 
commanding  to  abftain  from  meats,  was  held  in 
that  church  for  many  centuries  before  Luther’s  reL 
orrnation.  i  Tim.  iv,  i,  2,  3.  Yet  an  external  fuc- 
ceffion  of  baptifms,  and  of  minifterial  power,  through 
all  thofe  abominations,  is  now  held  faft  in  our  land, 
as  we  have  before  proved,  Yea,  and  the  doftrine 
of  original  fm,  particular  eleftion,  efficacious  grace 
in  converfion,  juftification  wholly  by  faith  in  the  per^ 
feci:  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  the  final  perfeyer- 
ance  of  his  faints,  is  denied  by  multitudes  in  Europe 
and  America.  And  are  they  not  left  to  a  ftrong  de- 

lufion 
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lufion  to  believe  a  lie  ?  For  all  the  holy  prieflhood 
that  God  hath  under  heaven  are,  Eled  according  to 
the  fprehnowledge  of  God  the  Father,  through  fane- 
tification  of  the  Spirit  unto  obedience,  and  fprinkling 
of  the  blood  of  Jefiis  Chrilt,  i  Pet.  i.  2.  ii.  5,  9. 
Yet  minifters  and  parents  ftill  imagine,  that  they  can 
make  children  holy  rnembers  of  the  church  before 
they  can  choofe  for  theinfelves,  and  holy  niiniiLers 
by  an  external  fucceffion  of  ordinations.  And  a 
miniller  before  named  fays,  When  you  re-baptize 
thofe  in  adult  years,  which  we  have  baptized  in  their 
infancy,  you  and  they  jointly  renounce  that  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  whom  we  adore  and  worflrip 
as  the  only  living  and  true  God,  and  on  whom  we 
depend  lor  all  our  falvation.’^*  So  fome  Jewiih 
teachers  faid.  Except  ye  be  circurpeifed,  alter  the 
manner  of  Mofes,  ye  cannot  be  faved.  But  the  Floly 
Ghoft,  in  the  church  at  Jerufalem,  faid,  Vv^hy  tempt 
ye  God,  to  put  a  yoke  upon  the  neck  of  the  difei- 
pies,  wLich  neither  pur  fathers  nor  we  were  able  to 
bear  ?  Afts  xv.  i,  10.  The  Sinai  covenant  yoked 
believers  and  unbelievers  together.  And  another 
minifter  fays,  Some  who  are  not  inwardly  fanftk 
lied,  are  yet  fo  far  in  covenant,  that  they  are  right¬ 
ful  members  of  the  vifible  church,  as  all  but  the 
Anabaptifts  muft  grant. And  again  he  fays,  It 
is  certain  that  the  rule  of  adrniiTion  is  fuch,  that  fome, 
yea,  many  unfanclified  perfons  may  be,  and  are  regu¬ 
larly  admitted.  All  the  congregation  of  Ifrael  were 
admitted  or  recognized  as  members  of  the  viable 
church  by  God  himfelf  at  mount  Sinai  ;  yet  who 
will  fay  that  one  in  ten  of  them  were  faints  in  heart  ? 
ihe  children  of  believers  are  reputed  faints,  and  as 
luch,  have  a  right  of  admiflion  ;  yet  vre  are  not  fare 
that  the  greater  part  of  them  are  inwardly  kmctifted 
ironi  the  wonibjor  even  afteiwvards.’T  Yea,  we  are  fo 

far 

LjV.  Huntington,  autnor  of  tins,  died  in  I795>  It  apneared  that 
iie  had  embraced  the  dodfrine  of  univerfal  falvation. 

t  Idemmcnway  on  the  Church,  p.  29,  49. 
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far  from  feeing  any  evidence  of  inward  fanftification 
in  nioft  of  the  children  of  profeffors,  that  they  gener- 
ally  evidence  the  contrary  in  their  lives  as  much  as 
other  men.  And  when  the  church  of  Ifrael  were 
entering  upon  the  promifed  land,  Mofes  faid.  The 
Lord  hath  not  given  you  an  heart  to  perceive,  and 
eyes  to  fee,  and  ears  to  hear  unto  this  day.  Deut. 
xxix.  4*  So  far  was  he  from  giving  them  any  idea 
that  all  their  national  church  v/ere  inwardly  fanfti- 
fied.  But  a  little  before  the  Babylonian  captivity,  it 
was  faid,  Behold,  the  days  come,  faith  the  Lord,  that 
I  will  make  a  new  covenant  with  the  houfe  of  Ifrael, 
and  with  the  houfe  of  Judah  ;  mt  according  to  the 
covenant  that  I  made  with  their  fathers  in  the  day 
that  I  took  them  by  the  hand,  to  bring  them  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt  (which  my  covenant  they  brake, 
although  I  was  an  hulband  unto  them,  faith  the 
Lord  ;)  but  this  fhall  be  the  covenant  that  I  will 
make  with  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  After  thofe  days,  faith 
the  Lord,  I  will  put  my  law  in  their  inward  parts, 
and  write  it  in  their  hearts,  and  will  be  their  God, 
and  they  ihall  be  my  people  :  and  they  lhall  teach 
no  more  every  man  his  neighbour,  and  every  man 
Ills  brother,  faying,  Know  ye  the  Lord  :  for  they  fhall 
all  know  me,  from  the  leaft  of  them  unto  the  great- 
eft  of  them,  faith  the  Lord  ;  for  I  will  forgive  their 
iniquity,  and  I  will  remember  their  fin  no  more. 
Jer.  xxxi.  31 — 34.  And  this  is  the  covenant  upon 
which  the  gofpel  church  is  built.  Heb.  viii.  8 — 12. 
And  it  is  as  diftincl  from  the  covenant  of  circumci- 
fion  with  the  nation  of  Ifrael,  as  Sarah  was  from  Ha- 
gar,  or  Zion  from  Sinai ;  yea,  as  diftinfl:  as  Jerufa- 
lem  which  is  above,  and  is  free,  being  the  mother  of 
all  the  children  of  God,  is  from  Jerufalem  below, 
which  is  in  bondage  with  her  children.  Gal.  iv. 
22 — 26.  And  language  cannot  make  a  clearer  dif- 
unftion,  than  is  here  made,  between  the  national 
covenant  with  Ifrael,  and  the  covenant  of  grace 
with  the  church  of  Chrift.  IL 
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II.  When  the  Jews  returned  from  Babylon,  and 
began  to  build  the  temple,  their  enemies  fent  falfe 
accufations  againft  them  to  the  court  of  Perfia,  and 
procured  an  order  from  thence  to  force  them  to 
ceafe  from  that  work.  But  after  another  king 
came  to  the  throne,  two  prophets  were  raifed  up^ 
to  reprove  the  Jews  for  their  negligence,  and  to  en¬ 
courage  them  to  finifh  the  houfe  ot  God.  Ezra  iv. 
II — 24.  V.  I,  2.  And  becaufe  the  old  men  wept 
to  fee  how  much  inferior  this  houfe  was,  to  the  glo- 
rious  temple  which  was  built  by  Solomon,  one 
prophet  faid  to  them,  I  am -with  you,  faith  the  Lord 
of  hofts  ;  according  to  the  word  that  I  covenanted 
with  you  when  ye  came  out  of  Egypt,  fo  my  Spirit 
remaineth  among  you  ;  fear  ye  not.  For  thus  iaith 
the  Lord  of  hofts,  Yet  once,  it  is  a  little  while,  and  I 
will  fliake  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  the  lea^ 
and  the  dry  land  ;  and  I  will  fhake  all  nations,  and 
the  Defire  of  all  Nations  fhall  come,  and  I  will  fill 
this  houfe  with  glory,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts.  Hag* 
ii,  4 — 7,  And  after  the  Son  of  God  came  and 
taught  in  that  houfe,  as  no  man  ever  did  before,  and 
then  offered  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  God  for  the  fins  of 
his  people,  and  arofe  and  afeended  to  Heaven,  and 
gave  the  Holy  Ghoft  from  thence,  to  enable  his 
minifters  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
an  infpired  apoftle  faid.  Yet  once  more,  fignifieth  the 
removing  of  thofe  things  that  are  lhaken,  as  of  things 
that  are  made,  that  thofe  things  which  cannot  be 
lhaken  may  remain.  Wherefore  we  receiving 'a 
kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved,  let  us  have  grace^., 
whereby  we  may  ferve  God  acceptably,  with  rever¬ 
ence  and  godly  fear  ;  for  our  God  is  a  confuming 
fire.  Heb.  xii.  27 — 29.  The  other  prophet  had  a 
candleftick  all  of  gold,  fet  before  him,  with  medi¬ 
ums  to  convey  oil  into  it  for  light ;  and  upon  hb 
inquiry  what  was  meant  thereby,  the  anfwer  was. 
This  is  the  word  of  the  Lord  unto  Zerubbabel,  fay- 

mg. 
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mg.  Not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  mv  Spirit, 
faith  the  Lord  of  hofts.  Who  art  thou,  6  great 
mountain  ?  Before  Zerubbabel  thou  ftalt  become  a 
plain,  and^he  fhall  bring  forth  the  headftone  thereof 
with  flioutings,  crying,  Grace,  grace  unto  it !  Zech. 
IV.  I  7.  And  when  they  obeyed  this  call  of  God, 
their  enemies  wrote  again  to  the  court  of  Perfia 
againft  them,  but  a  decree  in  their  favour  was  pro¬ 
cured  thereby,  and  all  was  plaiii  pefore  them.  Ezra 
Y.  7  17,  The  golden  candleftick  repre- 

fented  the  church  of  God,  and  the  two  olive-trees 

ere  his  precepts  and  promifes,  whereby  he  poured 
the  oil  of  his  grace  into  his  church,  to  hold  up  light 
to  the  world,  who  hated  it  becaufe  it  tormented  their 
confciences.  Before  the  coming  of  Chrifl:  there  was 
but  one  candleftick,  with  two  olive-trees  to  pour  oil 
into  it ;  but  when  Chrift  came  he  broke  down  the 
middle  w^all  of  partition  between  Jews  and  Gentiles^ 
and  built  his  church  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
apojlles  and  prophets,  for  an  habitation  of  God  through 
the  Spirit.  Eph.  ii.  14—22.  And  when  antichrift 
arofe,  God  faid,  I  will  give  power  unto  my  two  wit- 
neffes,  and  they  fliall  prophecy  a  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  threefcore  days,  clothed  in  fackcloth. 
rhefe  are  the  two  olive-trees,  and  the  two  candle- 
flicks  (landing  before  the  God  of  the  earth.  And  it 
is  to  be  obferyed,  that  the  church  is  in  the  wilder- 
nefs,  and  the  beaft  continues,  all  the  time  that  thefe 
witneffes  prophecy  in  fackcloth.  Rev.  xi.  3,  4.  xii. 
6,  14.  xiii.  5.  The  two  teflaments,.  believed  and 
obeyed  by  the  children  of  God,  appear  to  be  the 
two  witneffes. 

III.  And  a  being  anointed  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrifl, 
is  effentlal  to  the  name  Chrijlian.  For  the  difciples 
were  not  called  by  this  name,  until  after  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  were  received  into  the  church  without  circuni- 
cifion.  Afts  XI.  26.  And  it  is  faid,  If  ye  be  re¬ 
proached  for  the  name  of  Chrifl,  happy  are  ye  ;  for 

•  the 
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the  Spirit  of  glory,  and  of  God  refteth  upon  you  : 
on  their  part  he  is  evil  fpoken  of,  but  on  your  part 
he  is  glorified.  But  let  none  of  you  fufFer  as  a  mur¬ 
derer,  or  as  a  thief,  or  as  an  evil  doer,  or  as  a  bufy 
body  in  other  men’s  matters.  Yet  if  any  man  ful- 
fer  as  a  Chriftian^  let  hitn  not  be  alhamed  ;  but  let 
him  glorify  God  on  this  behalf,  i  Peter  iv.  14—16. 
Ye  are  not  in  the  flefh,  but  in  the  Spirit^  if  fo  be 
that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwell  in  you.  Now  if  any 
man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrifi,  he  is  none  of  his. 
Rom.  viii.  9.  Again  it  is  faid,  Hereby  we  know  that 
he  abideth  in  us,  by  the  Spirit  which  he  hath  given 
us.  I  John  hi,  24.  And  Jefus  faid,  If  a  man  love  me, 
he  will  keep  my  w^ords,  and  my  Father  will  love 
him,  and  we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make  our 
abode  with  him,  John  xiv.  23.  Wholbever  tranf- 
grefleth,  and  abideth  not  in  the  doftrine  of  Chrift, 
hath  not  God  :  he  that  abideth  In  the  doftrine  of 
Chrift,  he  hath  both  the  Father  and  the  Son.  If 
there  come  any  unto  you,  and  bring  not  this  doc¬ 
trine,  receive  him  not  into  your  houfe,  neither  bid 
him  God^fpeed  5  for  he  that  biddeth  him  God-fpeed 
is  partaker  of  his  evil  deeds.  2  John  9— ii.  And 
how  clearly  do  thefe  things  Ihew,  that  uo  perfon  can 
be  a  Chriftian  without  a  change  of  heart  by  the  ^ 
Spirit  of  Chrift!  Yea,  and  that  receiving  and  fup- 
portlng  true  minifters,  and  refufing  to  receive  falfc 
teachers,  is  ever  a  matter  between  God  and  individ¬ 
uals,  as  much  as  faith  in  Chrift  is  for  eternal  falva- 
tlon  !  And  no  men  can  have  any  more  right  to  fup- 
port  religious  teachers  by  the  fword,  than  they  have 
power  to  pull  down  the  Son  of  God  from  his  throne 
in  heaven.  For  he  fays.  All  they  that  take  the 
fword,  fhall  perlfli  with  tue  fword.  Matt.  xxvi.  32. 
My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world :  if  my  kingdom 
were  of  this  world,  then  would  my  fervants  fight, 
that  I  fhould  not  be  delivered  to  the  Jews  ;  but  now 
is  ray  kingdom  not  from  hence.  John  xviii.  36.  How 

then 
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then  will  any  men  dare  to  fupport  religious  minif. 
ters  by  the  fword  of  the  magiftrate  ?  For  his  power 
is  to  punilh  none  but  thofe  who  work  ill  to  their 
neighbours  j  and  it  is  a  matter  of  confcience  with 
Chriftians  to  be  fubjeO;  to  fuch  rulers,  who  are  not 
a  terror  to  good  works,  but  to  the  evil.  Rom.  xiii. 
1—10.  But. the  royal  prophet  fays  of  wicked  rulers. 
They  break  in  pieces  thy  people,  O  Lord,  and  afflift 
thine  heritage.  They  flay  the  widow  and  ftranger, 
and  murder  the  fatherlefs.  Yet  they  fay.  The  Lord 
fliall  not  fee,  neither  fliall  the  God  of  Jacob  regard 
it. — Shall  the  throne  of  iniquity  have  fellowfliip  with 
thee,  which  frameth  mifchief  by  a  law  ? — The  Lord 
at  thy  right  hand  fliall  ftrike  through  kings  in  the 
day  of  his  wrath.  He  fliall  judge  among  the  heath- 
en,  he  fliall  fill  the  pfeces  with  the  dead  bodies,  he 
fliall  wound  the  heads  over  many  countries.  Pfalm 
xciv.  ^  20.  cx.  6.  And  how  awfully  is  he  now 

doing  it !  Rev.  xix.  ii — 21. 

IV.  And  is  it  not  evident  that  the .  late  increafe 
of  Baptift  churches  hath  been  caufed  by  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ?  For  before  he  poured 
out  his  Spirit  in  the  county  of  Hampfhire, ,  in  and 
after  1 734,  there  were  but  fix  Baptift  churches  in 
all  New-England,  except  in  Rhode-Ifland  gbvern- 
laent,  wherein  are  now. two  hundred  and  eighty-five 
churches.  And  in  thefe  four  States,  where  minif- 
ters  have  been  fupported  by  law,  all  the  power 
fuch  minifters  and  rulers  have  been  againft  the  Bap¬ 
tift  churches  ;  and  they  have  found  fo  much  diffi¬ 
culty  in  fupporting  their  own  minifters,  and  in  guard- 
ing  againft  oppreffion  from  others,  that  fome"^  focie- 
tles  have  obtained  incorporations  by  the  daws  of 
men.  But  our  Afibciations  have  publifhed.  teflimo* 
nies  againft  all  fuch  incorporations,  as  they  implicitly 
deny  that  the  laws  and  Spirit  of  Chrift  are  fufficient 
to  govern  his  church,  and  to  fupport  his  minifters. 
And  white  they  aft  all  the  affairs  of  their  Aflbcia- 
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tions  openly,  before  all  men  who  have  a  mind  to 
hear  them,  and  then  publifli  their  conclufions 
to  the  world,  how  can  they  hope  for  any  earthly 
advantage  thereby  ?  If  heavenly  influence  hath  not 
increafed  their  churches,  what  caufe  can  be  afllgned 
therefor  ?  All  true  believers  in  Chrilt  are  bom 
again,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flefli,  nor 
ot  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God-  John  i.  12,  13. 
Natural  defcent,  the  power  of  our  own  wills,  and  of 
the  wills  of  other  men,  are  all  excluded  from  this 
affair.  And  where  the  oppofite  principles  have  crept 
into  Baptifl;  churches,  their  welfare  has  been  obftruft- 
«d  thereby,  and  many  fuch  churches  have  been  dif- 
folved.  Yet  the  word  and  Spirit  of  God  have  re¬ 
formed  old  churches,  and  railed  many  new  ones  in 
all  parts  of  America.  There  was  one  Baptifl  church, 
in  Virginia,  and  a  few  in  the  Carolinas  feventy  years 
ago ;  but  they  were  dark  and  feeble  focieties,  until 
fome  fpiritual  preachers  were  fent  among  them,  in 
and  after  1 753.  The  elders,  Benjamin  Miller,  Ifaac 
Stelle,  Peter  Peterfon  Vanhorne,  and  John  Gano, 
went  from-New-Jerfey  and  Pennfylvania,  and  labour¬ 
ed  in  ihofe  parts  to  good  purpofe.  And  elder  Shu- 
bael  Stearns,  Daniel  Marfhall,  and' others,  went  from 
Connedlicut,  and  fpent  their  lives  in  thofe  parts,  as 
was  before  obferved ;  and  how  great  has  been  the 
increafe  of  the  Baptifl  churches  in  thofe  fouthern 
States  !  And  though  vafl  pains  have  been  taken,  by 
men  who  have  fupported  their  worfhip  by  force’,  to 
make  the  people  believe  that  the  Baptifls  were  e’ne- 
miesto  good  government,  yet  how  are  they' now 
confounded-  in  thofe  attempts !  For  it  now  appears 
that  government  and  liberty  are  united  in  their' plan 
of  conduft,  which  tends  to  bring  all  wars  to  an  end. 
And  m  a  prophecy  concerning  that  glorious,  event;  it 
IS  laid.  All  people  will  walk  every  one  in  the  name 
of  his  god,  and  we  will  walk  in  the  name  of  the 
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Lord  our  God  forever  and  ever.  MIcah  iv.  5.  All 

men  who  love  any  creature  above  the  Creator  arc 
idolaters. 

V.  But  our  Lord  fays.  If  ye  keep  my  command^ 
meats,  ye  fliall  abide  in  my  love ;  even  as  I  have 
kept  my  Father’s  commandments,  and  abide  in  his 
love. — If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world  would 
love  his  own  ;  but  becaufe  ye  are  not  of  the  world, 
but  I  have  chofen  you  out  of  the  world,  therefore 
the  world  hateth  you.  John  xv.  10,  19.  How  then 
will  any  men  dare  to  confound  the  church  and  world 
together  in  religious  affairs  ?  For  as  long  as  natural 
birth  could  bring  the  children  of  Ifrael  into  the 
church,  and  into  the  prieflhood,  God  faid  to  them. 
The  man  that  committeth  adultery  with  another 
man’s  wife,  even  he  that  committeth  adultery  with 
his  neighbour’s  wife,  the  adulterer  and  the  adulterefs 
iliall  furely  be  put  to  death.  Levic.  xx.  10.  And  he 
now  fays  to  all  the  world.  Ye  adulterers  and  adul- 
tereffes,  know  ye  not  that  the  friendfhip  of  the  world 
is  enmity  with  God  ?  Whofoever  therefore  will  be  a 
friend  of  the  world,  is  the  enemy  of  God. — There  is 
one  lawgiver,  who.  is  able  to  fave,  and  to  deftroy  : 
who  art  thou  that  judgeft  another  ?  James  iv.  4,  12. 
Yet  men  in  general  have  affumed  the  power  of  law¬ 
givers  and  judges  for  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  of 
bringing  children  into  it  before  they  could  choofe 
for  themfelves  ;  and  they  have  invented  a  multitude 
of  other  names  and  denominations  of  men,  befides 
the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  the  church  and  the 
world.  Though  the  word  of  revelation  fays,  Who¬ 
foever  is  born  of  God,  doth  not  commit  fm  j  for  his 
feed  remaineth  in  him ;  and  he  cannot  fin,  becaufc 
he  is  born  of  God.  In  this  the  children  of  God  are 
manifefl,  and  the  children  of  the  devil :  whofoever 
doth  not  righteoufnefs,  is  not  of  God,  neither  he 
that  loveth  not  his  brother.  For  this  is  the  meifage 
that  ye  have  heard  from  the  beginning,  that  we 
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fhould  love  one  another.  Not  as  Cain,  who  was  of 
that  wicked  one,  and  Hew  his  brother :  and  where¬ 
fore  flew  he  him  Becaule  his  own  works  were  evil, 
and  his  brother’s  righteous,  i  John  iii.  9 — 12.  Woe 
unto  them  ;  for  they  have  gone  in  the  way  of  Cain, 
and  ran  greedily  after  the  error  of  Balaam  for  re¬ 
ward,  and  perilhed  in  the  gainfaying  of  Core.  Jude 
II.  Becaufe  the  worlhip  of  Abel,  by  faith  in  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  M'as  accepted  of  God,  and  the  wor- 
fliip  of  Cain  w’ithout  fuch  faith  v/as  not  accepted,  he 
was  filled  with  envy  againft  his  brother.  But  the 
Lord  faid  unto  Cain,  If  thou  dofl;  well,  fhalt  thou 
not'be  accepted  ?  and  if  thou  dofl;  not  well,  fin  lieth 
at  the  door.  And  unto  thee  fhall  be  his  defire,  and 
thou  fhalt  rule  over  him.  Gen.  iv.  4 — 7.  True  be¬ 
lievers  have  ever  been  the  befl  fubjefts  of  civil  gov¬ 
ernment  ;  but  men  have  difcovered  enmity  againft 
them  in  every  age,  becaufe  of  the  light  of  holinefs 
which  God  hath  caufed  to  fliine  in  their  lives,  to  ex- 
pofe  the  hypocrify  and  wickednefs  of  others.  But 
every  man  is  guilty  of  adultery,  who  hath  not  been 
made  dead  to  the  works  of  the  law,  in  order  to  be 
married  to  Jefus  Chrift.  Rom.  vii.  i— — fi.  For  every 
true  Chriftian  hath  been  prefented  as  a  chajie  virgin 
to  him.  1  Cor.  xi.  2.  But  after  God  had  confe- 
crated  Mofes  as  the  lawgiver  to  his  church,  and 
Aaron  and  his  lawful  pofterity  to  be  the  only  priefts 
therein,  to  offer  facrifices  for  iniquity,  until  Jefus 
came  and  offered  himfelf  without  fpot  to  God  for 
finners,  Korah  gathered  a  large  company  againft 
them,  faying.  Ye  take  too  much  upon  you,  feeing  all 
the  congregation  are  holy  every  one  of  them,  and 
the  Lord  is  among  them  ;  wherefore  then  lift  you 
up  yourfelves  above  the  congregation  of  the  Lord  ? 
But  for  this  they  perilhed  moft  terribly.  Numb.  xvi. 

*  3»  33’  Ehis  gives  a  plain  view  of  the  way 

of  Cain,  the  error  of  Balaam,  ‘and  the  gainfaying  of 
Core,  which  evils  many  have  charged  upon  believ- 
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ers,  becaufe  they  have  held  to  falvation  by  faith  in 
the  perfed  rlghteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  to  have  his 
church  governed  by  his  laws,  which  admit  none  into 
it  Without  a  credible  profelTion  of  the  new  birth. 
Ihus  men  have  called  evil  good,  and  good  evil; 
have  put  darknefs  for  light,  and  light  for  darknefs, 
bitter  for  fweet,  and  fweet  for  bitter.  Ifaiah  v.  20. 

VI.  But  an  infpired  apoftle  fays.  We  have  re¬ 
ceived  not  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  but  the  Spirit 
which  is  of  God,  that  we  might  know  the  things 
that  are  freely  given  to  us  of  God.  V/hich  things 
alfo  we  fpeak,  not  in  the  words  which  man^s  wifdom 
teacheth,  but  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  teacheth  ;  com¬ 
paring  fpiritual  things  with  fpiritual.  i  Cor.  ii.  12, 
13.  And  let  us  now  attend  to  this  rule.  For  God 
fays,  .Thy  Maker  is  thine  hufband  (the  Lord  of  hofts 
is  his  name  ;)  and  thy  Redeemer  the  Holy  One  of 
Ifrael,  the  God  of  the  whole  earth  (hall  he  be  called. — 
And  all  thy  children  lliall  be  taught  of  the  Lord,  and 
great  fhall  be  the  peace  of  thy  children.  And  Jefus 
fays.  No  man  can  come  to  me,  except  the  Father 
which  hath  fent  me,  draw  him  ;  and  I  will  raife  him 
up  at  the  laft  day.  It  is  written  in  the  prophets. 
And  they  fhall  be  all  taught  of  God.  Every  nmn 
therefore  that  hath  heard,  and  hath  learned  of  the 
Father,  cometh  unto  me.  Ifaiah  liv.  5,  13.  John.vi. 
44,  45.  The  children  of  the  church  of  Chrift,  are 
msn^  who  have  been  taught  of  God,  and  learned 
of  the  Father,  fo  as  to  come  to  the  Son.  So  Paul 
fays,  Jerufalein  which  is  above,  is  free,  which  is  the 
mother  of  us  all.  Gal.  iv.  26.  And  John  fays,  I  faw 
the  holy  city,  new  Jerufalem,  coming  down  from 
God  out  of  heaven,  prepared  as  a  bride  adorned  for 
her  hufband.  Rev.  .xxi.  2.  And  Jefus  fays.  Give 
not  that  which  is  holy  unto  the  dogs,  neither  call 
ye  your  pearls  before  fwine,  left  they  trample  them 
under  their  feet,  and  turn  again  and  rent  you. — The 
kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  merchantman, 
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leaking  goodly  pearls  ;  who  when  he  had  found  one 
pearl  of  great  price,  he  went  and  fold  all  that  he 
had,  and  bought  it.  Matt.  vii.  6.  xiii.  45,  46.  So 
likewife,  wdiofoever  he  be  of  you,  that  forfaketh  not 
all  that  he  hath,  he  cannot  be  my  difciple.  Luke  xiv. 
33.  Except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  fee  the 
kingdom  of  God.  John  iii.  3.  Every  feveral  gate 
was  of  one  pearl. — Blefled  are  they  that  do  his  com¬ 
mandments,  that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of 
life,  and  may  enter  in  through  the  gates  into  the 
city.  For  without  are  dogs,  and  forcerers,  and 
whoremongers,  and  adulterers,  and  whofoever  loveth 
and  maketh  a  lie.  I  Jefus  have  fent  mine  angel  to  tef- 
tify  unto  you  thefe  things  in  the  churches.  I  am  the 
root  and  the  offspring  of  David,  and  the  bright  and 
morning  ftar.  And  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay.  Come. 
And  let  him  that  heareth,  fay.  Come ;  and  let  him 
that  is  athirft,  come ;  and  whofoever  will,  let  him 
take  the  water  of  life  freely.  Rev.  xxi.  21.  xxii. 
14 — 1 7.  And  how  clearly  do  thefe  things  ftiew,  that 
the  government  of  the  church  of  Chrift  is  as  diftindl: 
from  all  worldly  governments,  as  heaven  is  from 
earth  !  Yea,  and  that  none  has  any  true  right  in 
his  church,  until  he  comes  to  Chrift  by  faith  which 
worketh  by  love  that  is  as  free  as  water  !  For  God 
fays.  In  the  laft  days  it  lhall  come  to  pafs,  that  the 
mountain  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  fliall  be  eftabliflv 
ed  in  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and  it  lhall  be  ex¬ 
alted  above  the  hills,  and  people  fnall  Jlow  unto  it. 
And  many  nations  lhall  come  and  fay,  Come  and 
let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  and  to  the 
houfe  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  and  he  will  teach  us  of 
his  ways,  and  we  will  walk  in  his  paths ;  for  the 
law^  lhall  go  forth  of  Zion,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord 
from  Jerufalem.  And  he  lliall  judge  among  many 
people,  and  rebuke  ftrong  nations  afar  oft',  and  they 
lhall  beat  their  fwords  into  ploughfliares,  and  theiV 
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fword  agninft  nation,  neither  fhall  they  learn  war  any 
more.  Micah  iv,  i — 3.  Now  all  men  may  know, 
that  this  prophecy  hath  never  yet  been  fulfilled  ;  but 
it  will  as  furely  be  accompliflied,  as  any  prophecy 
ever  was  in  this  world.  How  earneft  then  fhould 
all  be  to  hear  and  obey  the  revealed  muII  of  God  ! 

VII.  And  no  man  can  obey  him  without  denying 
himfelf,  and  taking  up  his  crofs,  and  following  the 
example  of  Chrift,  And  the  apoflle  Paul  lays  to  the 
minilters  of  Chrift,  I  have  not  fliunned  to  declare 
unto  you  all  the  counfel  of  God.  Take  heed  there¬ 
fore  unto  yourfelves,  and  to  all  the  flock,  over  the 
which  the  Holy  Ghofl  hath  made  you  overfeers,  to 
feed  the  church  of  God,  which  he  hath  purchafed 
with  his  own  blood.  For  I  know  this,  that  after 
iny  departing  fhall  grievous  wolves  enter  in  among' 
you,  not  fparing  the  flock.  Alfo  of  yourfelves  /hall 
men  arife,  fpeaking  perverfe  things,'  to  draw  away 
difciples  after  them.  Therefore  w^atch,  and  remem¬ 
ber  that  by  the  fpace  of  tbree  years,  I  ceafed  not  to 
'W’’arn  every  one  night  and  day  wdth  tears.  And  now, 
brethren,  I  commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the  word 
of  his  grace,  y^hich  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to 
give  you  an  inheritance  among  all  them  which  are 
fanftified.  I  have  coveted  no  man^s  filver,  or  gold, 
or  apparel.  Yea,  you  yourfelves  know,  that  thefe 
hands  have  miniftered  unto  my  neceflities,  and  to 
them  that  were  with  me.  I  have  fliewed  you  all 
things,  how  that  fo  labouring  ye  ought  to  fupport 
the  weak  ;  and  to  remember  the  words  of  the  Ford 
Jefus,  how  he  faid.  It  is  more  blelfed  to  give  than  to 
receive.  Afts  xx.  27 — 35.  And  how  hath  this  pro¬ 
phecy  been  fulfilled  in  every  age  fince  it  was  pub- 
Ji/hed  !  And  how  few  believe  that  God,  and  the 
word  of  his  grace,  is  able  to  build  up  his  church, 
and  to  guard  againff  grievous  wolves,  and  againll 
perverfe  fchifrnatics,  without  the  laws  of  men  en¬ 
forced  by  the  fword  !  Yea,  hovv  much  hath  the 
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fword  promoted  both  of  thefe  evils  ?  And  how  little 
do  we  believe,  that  it  is  more  bleffed  to  give  than  to 
receive  !  It  is  blefled  to  receive,  when  we  receive  in 
a  right  manner  ;  but  all  things  below  perilh  in  the 
nfing,  while  all  that  is  given  for  the  benefit  of  the 
bodies  or  fouls  of  otheVvS,  is  laying  up  treafure  in 
heaven,  which  will  turn  to  praife,  honour  and  glory 
at  the  appearing  of  Jefus  Chrift.  And  though  Paul 
had  written  to  the  church  of  Corinth,  upon  their 
duty  to  fupport  the  preachers  of  the  gofpel,  yet  as 
deceitful  teachers  had  tried  to  deflroy  his  charader, 
pretending  that  he  afted  from  felfifli  motives,  he  rc- 
fufed  to  receive  any  fupport  from  them,  until  he 
could  come  and  have  thofe  accufations  tried  before 
.  that  church,  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  witnefies, 
according  to  the  law  of  Chrift.  But  as  his  refufal 
to  receive  any  thing  of  them,  as  he  did  of  other 
churches,  might  feem  to  be  a  difhonour  to  the  church 
of  Corinth,  he  faid,  Forgive  me  this  wrong.  2  Cor. 
xi.  12.  xii.  13.  xiii.  i — 4^  And  this  fhews  that  a 
particular  church  of  Chrift  is  the  higheft  judicature 
that  he  has  eftabliflied  upon  earth,  to  carry  his  laws 
into  execution  in  his  name.  And  the  people  alfo 
are  to  a£l  towards  their  minifters  as  they  can  anfwer 
it  to  God  in  the  laft  day.  For  he  fays.  The  labourer 
is  worthy  of  his  reward,  i  Tim.  v.  18.  Let  him 
that  is  taught  in  the  word,  communicate  unto  him 
that  teacheth  in  all  good  things.  Be  not  deceived  ; 
God  is  not  mocked  :  for  whatfoever  a  man  foweth, 
that  (hall  he  alfo  reap.  For  he  that  foweth  to  the 
flefh,  (hall  of  the  flefh  reap  corruption  ;  but  he  that 
foweth  to  the  Spirit,  (liall  of  the  Spirit  reap  life  ever- 
lafting.  And  let  us  not  be  weary  in  well-doing  ;  for 
in  due  feafon  we  (hall  reap,  if  we  faint  not.  Gal.  vi. 
6  9*  Thus  minifters  and  people  are  required  to 

aQ:  towards  each  other,  as  they  can  anfwer  the  fame 
to  God,  who  only  can  blefs  or  curfe  them  in  time 
and  eternity.  And  Chrift  fays  to  his  minifters.  He 

that 
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that  heareth  you  heareth  me;  and  he  that  defpifeth 
you  defpileth  me  ;  and  he  that  defpifeth  me,  defpif. 
eth  mm  that  fent  me.  Luke  x.  i6.  And  how 
folemn  are  thefe  confiderations !  Yea,  and  how  Me 
are  all  true  believers  in  Chrift 

VIII.  For  he  fays,  Upon  this  Rock  I  will  build 
my  church  ;  and  the  gates  of  hell  fhall  not  prevail 

And  though  many  have 
made  ftrange  work  of  this  faying,  and  others  have 
paid  no  regard  to  it,  yet  many  ancient  palfages  may 
lerve  to  explain  its  vail  importance.  For  it  is  faid 
of  God’s  people  of  old.  When  he  llew  them,  then 
they  fought  him  ;  and  they  returned  and  inquired 
early  after  God.  And  they  remembered  that  God 
was  their  Rock,  and  the  high  God  their  Redeemer. 
!Neverthelefs,they  didflatter  him  with  their  mouth, and 
they  lied  unto  him  with  their  tongues  ;  for  their  heart 
was  not  right  with  him,  neither  were  they  ftedfaft 
m  his  covenant.  Pfalm  Ixxviii.  34—37.  Wherefore 
hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  fcornful  men  that 
rule  this  people  which  is  in  Jerufalem.  Becaufe  ye 
have  faid.  We  have  made  a  covenant  with  death,  and 
with  hell  are  we  at  agreement ;  when  the  overflow¬ 
ing  fcourge  fhall  pafs  through,  it  fhall  not  come  unto 
us  ;  for  we  have  made  lies  our  refuge,  and  under 
falfehood  have  we  hid  ourfelves ;  therefore  thus  faith 
the  Lord  God,  Behold,  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a  founda¬ 
tion,  a  flone,  a  tried  flone,  a  precious  corner-ftone, 
a  fure  foundation  ;  he  that  believeth  fhall  not  make 
hafte,  Judgment  alfo  will  I  lay  to  the  line,  and 
righteoufnefs  to  the  plummet,  and  the  hail  fhall 
fweep  away  the  refuge  of  lies,  and  the  w'aters  flialf 
overflow  the  hiding  place  ;  and  your  covenant  with 
death  fliall  be  difannulled,  and  your  agreement  with 
hell  fhall  not  ftand.  Ifaiah  xxviii.  14 — 18.  And  this 
prophecy  is  applied  to  them  who  followed  after  the 
law  of  righteoufnefs,  but  fought  it  not  by  faith  in 
'Chrift,  but  as  it  were  by  the  works  of  the  law.  They 

had 


had  a  2eal  of  God,  but  not  according  to  knowledge. 
For  they  being  ignorant  of  God’s  righteoufnefs,  and 
going  about  to  eltabliih  their  own  rigntebufiiefs,  have 
not  fubmitted  themfelves  unto  the  righteoufnefs  of 
God.  For  Chrift  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteouf¬ 
nefs  to  every  one  that  believeth.  And  whofoever 
believeth  on  him,  fhall  not  be  afliamed.  Rom.  ix. 
31 — 33.  X.  I — 4.  Fie  that  believeth  on  him  ftalt 
not  be  confounded,  i  Peter  ii.  6.  From  whence 
we  may  learn,  that  all  men  who  truft  in  their  own 
doings,  inftead  of  the  perfeft  righteoufnefs  of  Chrilt, 
are  in  covenant  with  death,  and  at  agreement  with 
hell.  And  earthly  monarchy  has  generally  been 
the  darling  of  fuch  men.  Therefore  God  fays  to 
them,  1  hou  wenteft  to  the  king  with  ointment^  and 
didft  increafe  thy  perfumes,  and  didft  fend  thy  mef- 
fengers  afar  off,  and  didft  debafe  thyfelf  even  unto 
hell.  Thou  art  wearied  in  the  greatnefs  of  thy  way, 
yet  faidft  thou  not.  There  is  no  hope  ;  thou  haft 
found  the  life  of  thine  hand,  therefore  thou  waft  not 
grieved.  Ifaiah  Ivii,  9,  10.  David,  and  his  race  of 
kings,  were  anointed  of  the  Lord  to  their  office,  as 
eminent  types  of  Chrift.  And  the  rage  of  hypo¬ 
crites  and  infidels,  againft  the  Lord,  and  againft  his 
anointed,  was  againft  his  Chriji,  Pfaim  ii.  2^  Afts  iv. 
26.  And  every  child  of  God  has  the  anointing  of 
his  Spirit  abiding  in  him,  which  effeftually  teacheth 
the  foul  to  abide  in  Chrift.  i  John  ii.  27.  But  the 
calling  any  ruler,  fince  the  death  of  Chrift,  The 
Lord’s  anointed,  and  the  fetting  up  any  earthly  heads 
to  the  church,  is  a  praftice  which  came  from  hell, 
Irom  the  bottomlefs  pit  ^  and  this  is  the  beaft  wffio 
caufeth  God’s  witnefles  to  prophefy  in  mourning, 
and  at  length  kills  them.  Rev.  xi.  7.  xiii.  t  2,  12  ’ 
xvii.  8.  ’  ' 

IX.  And  the  faints  have  a.  gradual  viflory  over 
him.  For  John  fays,  I  faw  a.s  it  were  a  fea  of  glafs, 
mingled  with  fire  \  and  them  that  had  gotten  the 

victory 
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vi£tory  over  the  beaft,  and  over  his  image,  and  over 
his  mark,  and  over  the  number  of  his  name,  Hand 
on  the  lea  of  glafs,  having  the  harps  of  God.  And 
they  fing  the  long  of  Mofes,  the  fervant  of  God,  and 
the  fong  of  the  Lamb,  faying,  Great  and  marvel¬ 
lous  are  thy  works.  Lord  God  Almighty  ;  juft  and 
true  are  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  faints.  Who 
lliall  not  fear  thee,  O  Lord,  and  glorify  thy 
name  ?  for  thou  only  art  holy  ^  for  all  nations 
lhall  come  and  worlhip  before  thee,  for  thy  judg¬ 
ments  are  made  manifeft.  Rev.  xv.  2 — -4.  The  fea 
of  glafs,  mingled  with  fire,  is  the  word  of  God,  en¬ 
forced  upon  the  fouls  of  men  by  his  Holy  Spirit. 
For  one  apoftle  fays.  Where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
is,  there  is  liberty.  But  we  all  with  open  face,  be¬ 
holding  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are 
changed  into  the  lame  image,  from  glory  to  glory, 
even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord-  2  Cor.  iii.  17,  18. 
And  another  fays.  Lay  apart  all  filthinefs,  and  fuper- 
fluity  of  naughtinefs,  and  receive  with  meeknefs  the 
ingrafted  word,  which  is  able  to  fave  your  fouls. 
But  be  ye  doers  of  the  word,  and  not  hearers  only, 
deceiving  your  own  felves.  For  if  any  be  a  hearer 
of  the  word,  and  not  a  doer,  he  is  like  unto  a  man 
beholding  his  natural  face  in  a  glafs  ;  for  he  behold- 
eth  himfelf,  and  goeth  his  way,  and  ftraightway  for- 
getteth  what  manner  of  man  he  was.  But  whofo 
looketh  into  the  perfefl:  law  of  liberty,  and  continu- 
eth  therein,  he  being  not  a  forgetful  hearer,  but  a 
doer  of  the  work,  this  man  lhall  be  blelfed  in  his 
deed.  James  i.  21 — 25.  And  when  a  prophet  met 
with  moft  cruel  treatment,  he  faid,  I  will  not 
make  mention  of  him,  nor  fpeak  any  more  in  his 
name.  But  his  word  was  in  mine  heart  as  a  burn- 
ingfre  fhut  up  in  my  bones,  and  I  was  weary  wi  tk 
forbearing,  and  I  could  not  ftay.  And  God  fays, 
The  prophet  that  hath  a  dream,  let  him  tell  a 
dream  ;  and  he  that  hath  my  word,  let  him  fpeak 

my 
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riiy  word  faithfully  :  what  is  the  chaff  to  the  wheat  ? 
faith  the  Lord.  Is  not  my  word  like  as  ‘^Jire?  laith 
the  Lord,  and  like  a  hainuier  that  breaketh  the  rock 
in  pieces?  Jer.  xx.  9.  xxiii.  28,  29.  Therefore 
they  who  ftand  upon  the  lea  of  glafs  mingled  with 
lire,  are  they  who  hear  and  obey  the  revealed  will 
of  God.  Mofes  was  the  lawgiver  to  the  church  of 
lirael,  and  the  Lamb  is  fo  to  the  church  ot  God 
among  all  nations.  And  Mofes  verily  was  laithiul 
in  all  his  houle  as  a  fervant,  for  a  teftimony  of  thoie 
things  which  were -to  be  Ipoken  after  ;  but  Chrifl  as 
a  Son  over  his  own  ho  Life  ;  whofe  hotife  are  we,  if 
we  hold  fafl  the  confidence,  and  the  rejoicing  ot  the 
hope  firm  unto  the  end.— Now  faith  is  the  fubftance 
of  things  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen, 
Heb.  iii.  5,  6,  xi.  i.  And  how  clearly  do  thefe  paf- 
fages  prove,  that  true  believers  in  Chrill  are  the  only’- 
perfons  of  whom  his  houfe  or  church  is  compofed  ! 
For  no  others  can  hold  fafl  the  confidence,  and  the 
rejoicing  of  hope  of  falvation  in  Jefus  Chrift.  The 
beaft  appears  to  be  the  church  of  Rome,  over  many 
nations  ;  his  image,  all  national  churches  ;  his  mark, 
all  fupporting  of  worfliip  by  tax  and  compulfion, 
and  the  number  of  his  name,  includes  all  the 
fehemes  of  men  to  hold  the  church  in  bondage,  fo 
that  Ihe  might  not  be  governed  wholly  by  the  laws 
of  Chrifl. 

X.  And  this  may  lead  ns  to  confider,  what  is 
intended  by  the  killing  and  refurreftion  of  the  two 
witnelTes.  If  they  be  the  two  parts  of  the  holy  ferip- 
tures,  believed  and  obeyed  by  the  children  of  God, 
then  their  death  is  the  triumphing  of  the  world  over 
them.  And  the  prophecy  fays,  When  thev  fliali 
have  finifhed  their  teftimony,  the  bbaft  that  arcend- 
eth  out  of  the  bottomlels  pit  flrali  make  war  againft 
them,  and  fliall  overcome  them,  and  kill  them.  And 
their  dead  bodies  fhall  lie  in  tlie  ftreet  of  the  great 
city’’,  which  fpiritually  is  called  Sodom  and  Egypt^ 
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where  alfo  our  Lord  was  crucified.  And  they  of  the 
people,  and^  kindreds,  and  tongues,  and  nations, 
ihalt  fee  their  dead  bodies  three  days  and  an  half, 
and  lhall  not  fufter  their  dead  bodies  to  be  put  in 
graves.  And  they  that  dwell  upon  the  earth  lliall 
rejoice  over  them,  and  make  merry,  and  lhall  fend 
gifts  one  to  another  ^  becaufe  thele  two  prophets 
tormented  them  that  dwelt  on  the  earth.  Rev.  xi. 
7  lo.  Our  Lord  was  crucified  by  hypocrites  and 
infidels ;  and  he  declared  thofe  hypocrites  to  be 
worfe  than  the  old  Sodomites.  Matt.  xi.  23,  24.  Luke 
X.  12.  And  God  faid  in  prophecy,  Sodom  thy  fif- 
ter  hath  not  done,  fne  nor  her  daughters,  as  thou 
haft  done,  thou  and  thy  daughters.  Behold,  this 
was  the  iniquity  of  Sodom,  Pride,  fulnefs  of  bread, 
and  abundance  of  idlenefs  was  in  her  and  in  her 
daughters,  neither  did  Ihe  ftrengthen  the  hand  of 
the  poor  and  needy.  And  they  were  haughty,  and 
committed  abomination  before  me ;  therefore  I  took 
them  away  as  I  faw  good.  Neither  hath  Samaria 
committed  half  thy  fins ;  but  thou  haft  multiplied 
thine  abominations  more  than  they. — Neverthelefs, 

I  will  remember  my  covenant  with  thee  in  the  days 
of  thy  youth,  and  1  will  eftablilh  unto  thee  an  ever- 
lafting  covenant.  Then  thou  Ihalt  remember  thy 
ways,  and  be  alhamed,  when  thou  Ihalt  receive  thy 
fillers,  thine  elder  and  thy  younger  ;  and  I  will  give 
them  unto  thee  for  daughters,  but  not  by  thy  cov¬ 
enant.  Ezek.  xvi.  48 — 51,  60,  61.  According  to 
v.'hich  prophecy,  the  church  of  Chrift  was  eredled  in 
Jerufalem,  and  Ihe  received  the  Samaritans,  and 
then  the  Gentiles  into  the  church  as  daughters, 
but  not  by  the  covenant  of  circumcifion,  which  the 
Jews  were  in  after  the  Samaritans  were  feparated 
from  them.  But  this  proverb ^  this  high  Jigurc  which 
God  delivered  to  Jerufalem,  is  now  held  up  as  a  liters 
prophecy^  that  all  the  old  Sodomites  will  finally  be 

faved 
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faved  from  hell.*  Though  God  fald  to  Jerufalem, 
Thy  father  was  an  Amorite,  and  thy  mother  an  Hit- 
tlte.  Ezek.  xvl.  3.  Which  could  not  be  literally  true, 
becaufe  Abraham  and  Sarah  fprang  from  Shem,  and 
the  Amorites  and  Hittites  from  Ham.  But  it  is  faid 
of  falfe  teachers  under  the  gofpel.  As  Jannes  and  Jam- 
bres  withftood  Mofes,  fo  do  tliefe  alfo  refill  the  truth  ; 
men  of  corrupt  minds,  reprobate  concerning  the 
faith.  2  Tim.  hi.  8.  Jannes  and  Jambres  were  ma¬ 
gicians  of  Egypt,  who  hardened  the  heart  of  Pharaoh 
ao-ainfl:  the  call  of  God,  to  let  Ifrael  eo  and  ferve  him 
according  to  his  own  inftitutions.  And  Sodom  was 
never  more  fet  againft  purity,  nor  Egypt  againft  lib¬ 
erty,  than  the  world  now  are  againft  the  purity  and 
liberty  of  the  gofpeh  For  truth  is  fallen  in  the 
ftreet,  and  equity  cannot  enter.  Ifaiah  lix.  14.  The 
nations  of  the  world  will  not  fufter  a  fonn  of  godii- 
iiefs  to  be  buried  from  among  them  ;  but  how  arc 
they  fet  againft  the  power  thereof  !  For  as  the  body 
without  the  fpirit  is  dead,  fo  faith  "without  works  is 
dead  alfo.  James  ii.  26.  Thou  haft  a  name  that 
thou  liveft,  and  art  dead.  Rev.  iii.  i.  Whereas  an 
infpired  apoftle  faid.  The  law  of  the  fpirit  of  life  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  hath  made  me  free  from  the  law  of  fin 
and  death.  Rom.  viii.  2.  We  haying  the  fame 
fpirit  of  faith,  according  as  it  is  written,  I  believed, 
and  therefore  have  I  fpoken  ;  we  alfo  believe,  and 
therefore  fpeak. — For  our  light  affliction,  which  is  but 
for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory  ;  while  we  look  not  at 
the  things  which  are  feen,  but  at  the  things  which  are 
not  feen  :  for  the  things  which  are  feen,  are  tempo¬ 
ral  ;  but  the  things  which  are  not  feen,  are  eternal. 
2  Cor.  iv.  13 — 18.  But  how  is  this  life  of  faith, 
now  killed  by  a  deceitful  world  ! 

XL  Though  the  prophecy  fays.  After  three  days 
and  an  half,  the  Spirit  of  life  from  God  entered  into 

them  ; 

Windi^Rer's  Dialogue*,  p.  197 — 20Q* 
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Khem  ;  and  they  flood  upon  their  feet,  and  -reat 
rear  fell  upon  them  which  faw  them.  i\nd  thtv 
heard  a  great  voice  from  heaven,  faying  unto  them, 
A.ome  up  hither,  i^id  they  afcended  up  to  heaven 
in  a  cloud,  and  their  enemies  beheld  them.  And 
the  lame  hour  was  there  a  great  earthquake,  and  the 
tenth  part  of  the  city  fell,  and  in  the  earthoUake 
weie  flam  of  men  feven  thoufand  ;  and  the  remnant 
were  affrighted,  and  gave  glory  to  the  God  of  heaven, 
■theiecond  woe  is  pafl,  and  behold,  the  third  woe 
cometh  quickly.  And  the  feventh  angel  founded, 
and  there  were  great  voices  in  heaven,  fayimr,  The- 
Kmgdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of 
our  Lord,  and  of  his  Chrift,  and  he  fliall  reitrn  for- 
over  and  ever.  Rev.  xi.  11-15.  And  wemre  to 
oblerve,_  that  when  the  feventh  angel  flrall  begin  to 
found  his  trumpet,  the  myflery  of'Cod  lhall  be  fin- 
iihed,  as  he  hath  declared  by  all  his  prophets.  Rev. 
X.  7.  So  that  the  refurredion  of  the  two  vritnelfes, 
in  the  eleventh  chapter,  and  the  refurrection  of  the 
fouls  of  the  faithful,  in  the  twentieth  chapter,  appear 
to  be  the  fame  glorious  event,  given  under  different 
views.  For  our  Lord  faid  to  John,  Write  the  things 
which  thou  haft  feen,  and  the  things  which  are,  and 
the  things  which  lliall  be  hereafter.  Rev.  i.  19. 
When  Chrift  was  born  of  a  virgin,  in  the  true 
church  of  God,  the  nation  of  Ifrael  was  part  of  the 
Roman  empire,  which  had 'feven  heads,  and  ten 
horns ;  and  Herod  fought  to  flay  the  child  Jefus,  as 
foon  as  he  was  born,  and  Pilate  crucified  him,  after 
which  he  was  caught  up  unto  God,  and  to  his  throne, 
where  he  will  rule  all  nations  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and 
dafir  them  in  pieces  like  a  potter’s  veflel.  Rev.  xii. 

t*  33*  Matt.  ii.  ^ — ib.  xxvii.  24. 
AHs  ii._23,  24.  iv.  25 — 28.  Pfalm  ii.  i — 9.  And 
thefe  things  John  /jad feen.  He  had  feen  the  cruci¬ 
fying  of  Chrift  by  the  rulers  of  the  Roman  empire, 
urged  on  to  do  it  by  falfe  teachers  among  the  Jews ; 

for 
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for  God  had  before  laid.  The  ancient  and  honoura¬ 
ble,  he  is  the  head  ;  and  the  prophet  that  teacheth 
lies,  he  is  the  tail.  Ifaiah  ix.  15.  And  deceitful 
teachers  have  ever  been  the  meanelt  and  worft  of  ail 
men  upon  earth,  and  they  were  the  tail  of  the  drag¬ 
on  in  the  Roman  empire.  But  no  men  who  have 
fuppofed  that  this  twelfth  chapter  fpeaks  of  another 
child  who  fhould  be  born  after  the  apoftolic  age, 
could  ever  give  any  rational  account  of  him.  Many 
have  fuppofed  it  was  Conftantine,  the  firft  emperor 
who  owned  the  Chrillian  name  ;  but  he  divided 
the  empire,  and  prepared  the  way  for  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  man  of  fin,  as  we  have  before  proved. 
And  after  the  afcenfion  of  Chrift  to  heaven,  it  was 
’  faid.  Now  is  come  falvation  and  ftrengtli,  and  the 
kingdom  of  our  God,  and  the  pov/er  of  his  Chrift  ; 
for  the  accufer  of  our  brethren  is  caft  down,  which 
accufed  them  before  our  God  day  and  night.  And 
they  overcame  him  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and 
by  the  w'ord  of  their  teftimony  ;  and  they  loved  not 
their  lives  unto  the  death.  Rev.  xii.  10,  ii.  In  this 
way  the  power  of  the  devil  was  deftroyed  in  the  old 
Roman  empire.  And  when  Satan  lhall  be  bound, 
fo  as  not  to  deceive  the  nations  any  more,  the  proph¬ 
ecy  fays,  I  faw  thrones,  and  they  fat  upon  them,  and 
judgment  was  given  unto  them  ;  and  I  faw  the  fouls 
of  them  that  were  beheaded  for  the  witnefs  of  Jefus, 
and  for  the  word  of  God,  and  which  had  not  wor- 
Ihipped  the  beaft,  neither  his  image,  neither  had  re¬ 
ceived  his  mark  upon  their  foreheads,  or  in  their 
hands ;  and  they  lived  and  reigned  with  Chrift  a 
thoufand  years.  But  the  reft  of  the  dead  lived  not 
again  until  the  thoufand  years  were  finilhed.  This 
is  the  firft  refurreftion.  Rev.  xx.  4,  5.  And  is  not 
this  the  fame  refurreftion  which  is  fpoken  of  in  the 
eleventh  chapter  ?  For  the  kingdoms  of  this  world 
will  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his 
Chrift,  according  to  each  of  thefe  prophecies.  •  And 

Daniel 
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Daniel  fays,  The  faints  of  the  Mod  High  fliall  take 
the  kingdom,  and  poffefs  the  kingdom  forever,  even 
orever  and  ever.  Dan.  vii.  i8.  And  the  raifmg  of 
the  louls  of  the  old  martyrs,  appears  to  .mean  the 

John  in  the  fpirit  and  power 
of  Llijah.  Mai.  iv.  5,  6.  Luke  i.  17.  Neither  have 
we  any  more  reafon  to  think,  that  the  bodies  of  all  the 
faints  will  be  raifed,  before  their  reign  with  Chrill;  a 
thoufand  years,  than  the  Jews  had  to  expecl  that 
Elijah  would  perfonally  come  down  from  heaven, 
before  the  Melliah  appeared  among  them.  And  as 
all  men  are  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins,  until  they 
are  made  alive  to  God,  through  Jems  Chrift  our 
Lord,  and  yet  they  have  ever  alfumed  the  place  of 
lawgivers  and  judges  for  the  church  of  Chriil,  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  when  God  fays,  The  reft  of  the  dead  lived 
not  again  until  the  thoufand  years  were  finilhed,  he 
means  that  they  lhall  not  have  the  power  of  govern¬ 
ment  over  the  church,  as  thew  have  ever  had  fince 
the  rife  of  antichrift.  For  as  Chrift  is  the  only  Huf- 
band  of  his  church,  how  much  like  Sodom  are  all 
men  who  affume  any  power  of  government  over  her 
in  religious  affairs,  fo  as  to  hinder  her  from  obeying 
him  as  a  chafte  virgin  !  There  were  fome  minifters 
of  the  devil,  who  transformed  themfelves  as  the  min¬ 
ifters  of  righteoufnefs,  in  the  apoftolic  age,  wliofe 
end  was  according  to  their  works.  2  Cor.  xi;  2 — 15. 
And  we  may  well  conclude  that  there  are  many  fuch 
in  our  day ;  and  how  pernicious  is  their  influence 
among  all  people  who  receive  them  !  And  Support¬ 
ing  fuch  with  the  fwo'rd,.is  ufing  of  it  to  uphold  the 
kingdom  of  the  devil.  Neverthelefs,  the  foundation 
of  God  ftandeth  fure,  having  this  feal,  The  Lord 
knoweth  them  that  are  his.  And  let  every  one  that 
nameth  the  name  of  Chrift,  ^depart  from  iniquity. 

XII.  We  readily  grant,  that  no  prophecy  of 
Scripture  was  ever  clearly  imderftood  by  men,  until 
the  event  explained  it.  The  difciples  of  Chrift 
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knew  not  the  fcriptures  that  he  was  to  rife  attain 
fiom  the  dead,  until  he  appeared  to  them,  and%x- 
plained  the  prophecies  concerning  it.  Luke  xxiv. 
25  27.  John  XX.  9"  And  how  long  was  it  before 

they  were  dearly  convinced  that  circumcifion  was 
abolilhed  ?  And  it  is  moft  evident  that  all  national 
churches  have  fprung  from  an  abufe  of  the  covenant 
of  circumcifion.  That,  covenant  gave  Ifrael  a  right 
jto  feize  upon  the  lands  of  the  heathen  in  Canaan, 
and  to  buy  others  for  fervants ;  and  all  the  planta¬ 
tions  that  have  been  .made  in  America,  under  the 
narae.of  Chriftianity,  have  been  made  by  thofe  who 
imagined  that  Chriflians  had  a  right  to  deal  thus 
'Rith  all  heathens..  .Eut  as  our  I^ord  hath  exprefsly 
excluded  flavery,  and  the  ufe  of  the  fword  of  the 
-■magifirate  from  the  government  of  his  church,  we 
may  know  that  all  thefe  things  belong  to  myftery 
Babylon.  Literal  Babylon  had  her  name  from  Babel, 
where  they  faid.  Let  us  build  us  ,a  city  and  a  tower 
whofe  top  may  reach  unto  .heaven,  and  let  us  make 
ns  a  name,  left  we  be  fcattered  abroad  upon  the  face 
of  all  the  earth.  Gen.  xi.  4.  .  And  is  not  the  pur- 
fuit  of  tdl  men  naturally,  to  get  to  heaven  by  their 
own  doings,  .and  to  make  chemfelves  a  name  upon 
the  .earth  ?  Babel  fignifies  confufion  ;  and  an  infpired 
apoftlefays.  Where  envying  and  ftrife  is,  there  is 
tanfufton,  and  every  evil  work.  But  the  wifdom  that 
is  jTom  above,  is  firft  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle 
and  eafy  to  be  entreated,  full  of  mercy  and  good 
•fruits,  without  partiality,  and  without  hypocrify. 
James  ili.  16,  J7.  And  no  men  have  this  wifdom 
but  they  who  are  born  again  by  the  Spirit  of  God* 
And  tofuch  another  apoftle  fays.  We  have  not  fol- 
owed  cunningly  devifed  .fables,  when  we  made 
.toown  onto  you  the  power  and  coming  of  our  Lord 
Jelus  Chriit,  but  were  eye-witnefles  of  his  maiefty. 
For  he  received. from  God  the  Father,  honour  and 
§lory,  when  there  came  fuch  a  voice  to  him  from 
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ihe  excellent  glory,  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleafed.  And  this  voice  which 
came  from  heaven  we  heard,  when  we  were  with 
him  in  the  holy  mount.  We  have  alfo  a  more  furc 
word  of  prophecy,  whereunto  ye  do  well  that  ye  take 
heed,  as  unto  a  light  that  fhineth  in  a  dark  place^ 
until  the  day  dawn,  and  the  day-ftar  arife  in  your 
hearts ;  knowing  this  firft,  that  no  prophecy  of  the 
feripture  is  of  any  private  interpretation*  For  the 
prophecy  came  not  in  old  time  by  the  will  of  man  ; 
but  holy  men  of  God  fpake  as  they  were  moved  by 
the  Floly  Ghoft.  But  there  were  falfe  prophets  alfo 
among  the  people,  even  as  there  fhali  be  falfe  teach¬ 
ers  among  you,  who  privily  fliall  bring  in  damnable 
herefies,  even  denying  the  Lord  that  bought  them, 
and  bring  upon  themfelves  fwift  deftruftion.  And 
many  feall  follow  their  pernicious  ways,  by  reafon 
of  whom  the  way  of  truth  fhali  be  evil  fpoken  of. 
And  through  covetoufnefs,  fhali  they  with  feigned 
words  make  merchandize  of  you  ;  whofe  judgment 
now  of  a  long  time  lingereth  not,  and  their  damna¬ 
tion  flumbereth  not.  2  Peter  i.  i6 — 21.  ii.  i — 3. 
And  how  clearly  are  our  times  here  deferibed !  For 
the  fleets  and  armies  which  have  filled  the  world 
with  confufion  and  flavery,  have  been  raifed  and  up¬ 
held  by  national  churches;  and  their  vaft  funds  of 
money,  which  are  daily  bought  and  fold  by  deceit¬ 
ful  men  to  enrich  themfelves,  have  been  kept  m 
credit  by  the  labours  of  the  faithful.  Thus,  God 
fays,  fhali  they  make  merchandize  of  you.  And 
if  it  had  not  been  for  this  wicked  condufl:  our  na¬ 
tional  debt  might  all  have  been  paid  off  before  now. 
But  inftead  of  it  the  debt  is  daily  increafing,  and 
many  have  tried  all  their  arts  to  draw  America  Into 
another  war  with  foreign  nations.  Though  when 
the  church  of  Chrift  fhali  be  wholly  governed  by  his 
laws,  above  all  the  pov/ers  of  the  world,  Nation 

fhali 


*796.]  OF  NEW-ENGLAND.  331 

fhall  not  lift  up  fword  againft  nation,  neither  lhall 
they  learn  war  any  more.  Ifaiah  ii.  i — 4. 

XIII.  But,  inftead  of  fuch  a  blefling,  more  blood 
hath  been  filed  in  latter  ages,  by  the  nations  who 
have  borne  the  name  of  Chriftianity,  than  by.  all 
other  nations  in  the  world ;  and  this  is  now  loudly 
proclaimed  in  Europe  and  America,  as  a  Ilrong  ar¬ 
gument  againft  divine  revelation.  Whereas  we  have 
juft  feen  that  damnable  herefies  will  caufe  the  way 
of  truth  to  be  evil  fpoken  of.  The  light  of  revela¬ 
tion  hath  ever  enlarged  the  capacities  of  men,  beyond 
any  other  means  in  the  world  ;  but  they  who  have 
not  received  the  word  into  an  honeji  and  good  heart, 
have  been  hardened  afterwards  like  a  rock,  or  have 
been  as  fharp  as  thorns,  to  tare  away  the  property, 
or  to  deftroy  the  lives  of  others.  Luke  viii.  4 — 15., 
But  that  which  beareth  thorns  and  briers  is  rejeft< 
cd,  and  is  nigh  unto  curfing,  whofe  end  is  to  be 
burned.  Heb.  vi.  8.  Yet  many  teachers  now  bring 
this  laft  paflage,  to  prove  that  the  true  children  of 
God  may  fall  away  and  perilh  forever  ;  while  others! 
are  holding  up  hell  as  a  purging  fire,  which  'wilji 
finally  purge  away  all  fin  from  every  child  of  Adam  f 
as  if  the  fufferings  of  a  creature  could  purge  away 
fin,  inftead  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  applied  by  the 
Spirit  of  God.  -Thus  they  crucify  to  themfelves  the 
Son  of  God  afrefh,  and  put  him  to  an  open .  ftiarac. 
His  perfon  was ’crucified  between  two  thieves,  and 
Iris  caufe  is  crucified  between  oppofite  teachers'and 
profeflbrs.  But  our  Lord  fays.  Enter  ye  in  at  the 
ilrait  gate  ;  for  wide  is  the  gate,  and  broad  is  the 
way,  that  leadeth  to  deftruftion,  and  many  there  be 
who  go^  in  thereat ;  becaufe  ftrait  is  the  gate,  and 
narrow  is  the  way,  which  leadeth  unto  life,  and  few 
there  be  that  find  it.  Matt.  vii.  i  14,  iX'hough  the 
world  is  full  of  men  who  deny  this,  and  who°bring 
^in  damnable  herejtes.  And  they  have  perverted  this 
Word  fo  much,  as  often  to  turn  it  againft  all  thofe 
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who  have  withdrawn  from  worldly  churches,  while; 
Others  have  applied  the  word  to  do(9:rines  rather 
t^an  practice.  But  if  we  take  our  ideas  from  the 
word  of  God,  and  not  from  the  traditions  of 
men,  we  may  find  that  herefy  means  rebellion 
againft  God  in  his  church.  For  when  the  Jews 
accufed  Paul  of  fedition,  and  being  a  leader 
of  a  new  feft,  he  denied  the  charge,  and  faid,. 
After  the  way  which  they  call  herefy,  fo  wor^ 
Ihip  I  the  God  of  my  fathers,  believing  all  things 
which  are  written  in  the  law  and  the  prophets.  Afts 
xxiv.  5,  14.  They  accufed  him  of  rebellion  againft* 
government,  and  of  being  the  leader  of  a  new  feft, 
who  preferred  Jefus  of  Nazareth  above  Mofes,  the, 
great  lawgiver  to  Ifrael.  This  laft  charge  he  owns^ 
and  fo  was  a  firm  believer  in  revelation,  while  they 
rejefted  the  counfel  of  God  againll  theirifelves, 
And  each  heretic  is  fubverted^  and  finneth,  being 
condemned  of  himfelf.  Titus  iii.  10,  ii.  For  our 
Lord  Jays,  All  things  whatfoever  ye  would  that  men 
fhould  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  fo  to  them  for  this  is 
the  law  and  the  prophets,  And  each,  profeffor  who 
breaks  this  law  of  equity,  and  will  not  repent,  is  to 
be  rejefted  by  the  church*  And  when  luch  men 
form  other  communities,  with  other  laws  thati  the 
laws  of  Chrill,  it  is  a  way  which  tries  the  hearts  ot 
all*  Therefore  the  voice  of  infpiratibn  fays,  If  any 
man  feem  to  be  contentious,  we  have  no  fuch  cullom, 
neither  the  churches  of  God.  Now  in  '  this  that  I 
declare  unto  you,  I  praife  you  not,  that  you  come 
together  not  for  the  better,  but  for  the  worfe.  For 
firft  of  all,  when  ye  come  together  in  the  church, 
I  hear  that  there  be  divifions  among  you,  and  f 
partly  believe  it.  For  there  muft  alfo  be  herefies 
among  you,  that  they  which  are  app^’ovyd  may  be 
made  manifefl  among  you.  i  Cor.  xi.  16—19. 
Hatred,  variance,  emulations,  wrath,  ftrife,  feditions 
and  herefies,  are  all  works  of  the  flefh.  Gal.  v.  20i 
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Now  in  all  thefe  paflages,  herefy  appears  to  mean 
jebelHon  againft  God  in  his  church.  And  another 
apoftle  fays  of  them  who  loved  the  world  above  God, 
They  went  out  from  us ;  but  they  were  not  of  us  ; 
for  if  they  had  been  of  us,  they  would  no  doubt 
have  continued  with  us  ;  but  they  went  out,  that 
they  might  be  made  manifeft,  that  they  were  not  all 
of  us.  And  this  is  the  fpirit  of  antichrift.  i  John 
h"  15 — 19.  All  religious  communities  wherein  the 
Jove  of  the  world  prevails  above  the  love  of  God, 
are  chargeable  with  damnable  herefies. 

X'lV.  In  monarchical  governments  the  power  is 
In  a  few  hands,  but  in  America  all  power  of  govern¬ 
ment  is  derived  from  the  people,  who  have  a  fair 
opportunity  to  know  teachers  by  their  fruits.  And 
where  is  the  man  who  cannot  dilUnguiih  thorns  and 
brambles  from  trees  which  bear  good  fruit  ?  Luke 
vi*  44»  45-  Our  Lord  here  plainly  refers  us  to  a 
parable  concerning  the  firft  man  who  fet  himfelf  up 
as  king  of  the  church  of  Jlrael,  when  God  was  their 
only  king.  All  the  good  trees  refufed  any  fuch 
power  over  other  trees,  but  the  bramble  faid.  If  in 
truth  ye  anoint  me  king  over  you,  then  come  and 
put  your  trull  in  my  lhadow ;  and  if  not,  let  fire 
pome  out  of  the  bramble,  and  devour  the  cedars  of 
Lebanon.  Judges  ix.  8-.:-i5.  The  tongue  fetteth 
on  fire  the  courfe  of  nature,  and  it  is  fet  on  fire  of 
hell.  James  iii.  6.  And  fuch  men  would  deftroy 
the  belt  charafters  in  the  land,  if  they  would  not 
yield  to  their  darling  fchemes.  But  no  man  Ihould 
ever  be  eleded  into  office,  who  hath  not  been  found 
to  be  a  good  tree  by  his  fruits  in  private  llations  • 
and  all  teachers  Ihould  be  avoided,  as  wolves  in 
iheep’s  clothing,  who  tare  away  the  property  of  anv 
unjuftly.  And  it  is  impoffible  for  any  community 
to  be  clear  of  this  evil,  where  religious  teachers  are 
fupported  by  force.  For  as  the  church  of  Ifrael  were 
never  allowed  to  do  it,  when  they  came  into  that 
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praftice,  God  faid,  Her  princes  within  her  are  roar¬ 
ing  lions,  her  judges  are  evening  wolves,  they  gnaw 
not  the  bones  till  the  morrow.  Her  prophets  are 
light  and  treacherous  perfons,  her  priefts  have  pol¬ 
luted  the  fandtuary,  they  have  done  violence  to  the 
law.  Zeph.  iii.  3,  4.  And  all  the  natural  lions  and 
wolves  in  the  world,  never  deftroyed  fo  many  men, 
as  national  churches  have  done  in  our  day.  Again 
it  was  faid  of  Ifrael,  The  heads  thereof  judge  for  re¬ 
ward,  and  the  priefts  thereof  teach  for  hire,  and  the 
prophets  thereof  divine  for  money  ;  yet  will  they 
lean  upon  the  Lord,  and  fay.  Is  not  the  Lord  among 
us  ?  none  evil  can  come  upon  us.  But  for  thefe 
iniquities  their  nation  was  ruined,  and  the  mountain 
of  the  houfe  of  God  will  be  exalted  above  all  earthly 
powers,  when  wars  (hall  come  to  an  end.  Miqah  iii. 
ji,  12.  iv.  I — 5.  Is  not  the  Lord  among  us  ?  none 
evil  can  come  upon  us,  was  the  language  which 
brought  ruin  upon  Jerufalem,  and  fuch  confidence 
in  negatives  will  ruin  all  people  who  build  thereon. 
For  reafon  as  well  as  fcripture  difcovers, '  that  the 
more  light  men  have,  the  greater  is  their  guilt  and 
mifery  if  they  fin  againft  it.  But  when  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  Lord  fliall  cover  the  earth  as  the  waters 
cover  the  fea,  the  wolf  (hall  dwell  with  the  lamb,  and 
they  fiiall  not  hurt  nor  deftroy  in  all  his  holy  taoun- 
tain.  Ifaiah  xi.  6 — 9.  And  this  is  life  eternal,  that 
they  might  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus 
Chrift  whom  thou  haft  fent.  John  xvii.  3.  This  i^ 
the  only  way  of  peace  and  eternal  happinefs. 

THE  END* 
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